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From the Editor 
 
 
 

This issue of the Newsletter is largely dedicated to 
the AIEA General Conference held in Hal le in 2021. In 
particular, I would l ike to thank Vahan Ter-
Ghevondyan, Christ ina Maranci and Vahe Tachjian for 
agreeing to publ ish a draft version of their keynote lec-
tur es in the Newsletter. 

Compared to the previous issue of the Newsletter, I 
received much more information about the publications 
of AIEA members as well  as more reports of new publi-
cations related to Armenian studies. As always, the AIEA 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
are exclusively those pertaining to Armenian studies or 
to related areas, such as Syriac and Georgian studies. 

I  wish to express my grati tude to everyone who con-
tr ibuted to this edit ion of the Newsletter by sending 
useful  information and suggestions. Last but not least I 
would also like to thank the AIEA Committee members 
for reviewing a draft of the Newsletter and for their 
comments and suggestions. 
 
 
 

Marco Bais 
(marbais@hotmail.com) 

  

mailto:marbais@hotmail.com


A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
5 

 

L e  m o t  d e  l a  P r é s i d e n t e 

 

 
Cette édition du Newsletter se 
compose de plus de 300 pages 
et nous offre une mine 
dôinformations, notamment sur 
les projets de recherche en 
cours et sur les publications ré-
centes (p. 117-126 ; 164-274). 
Cette moisson, rendue possible 
par la collaboration active des 
membres, constitue un témoi-
gnage de la vitalité des études 
arméniennes, dont on ne peut 
que se réjouir.  
Dans les pages suivantes, vous 
trouverez également les noms 
des nouveaux membres de 
lôAIEA accept®s lors de la der-
nière Assemblée générale (p. 
54) ; depuis, la liste a continuée 
de sôenrichir. Je salue cet élar-
gissement constant de notre As-
sociation, en me réjouissant des 
nouvelles collaborations pro-
metteuses quôil ne manquera 
pas dôapporter.  
Je rappelle que lôAIEA a pour 
but principal la promotion et la 
coordination des études armé-
niennes à travers le développe-
ment des échanges entre sa-
vants spécialisés dans ce do-
maine. La Conférence générale 
triennale constitue une occasion 
unique de partage et joue un 
rôle important pour poursuivre 
cet objectif. 

Dernière conférence générale 
de lôAIEA 

Ce numéro contient une section 
importante consacrée à la XVe 
Conférence générale de notre 
Association (p. 28-93), la pre-
mière à avoir été organisée par 
la voie télématique grâce aux 
efforts de la prof. Armenuhi 
Drost-Abgaryan et de ses colla-
borateurs et collaboratrices. Elle 
a remporté un grand succès et a 
attiré environ 85 conférencier·es 
venant de 18 pays différents : 
Allemagne, Arménie, Autriche, 
Belgique, Biélorussie, Etats-
Unis, France, Grèce, Hongrie, 
Iran, Israël, Italie, Liban, Po-
logne, République Tchèque, 
Royaume-Uni, Russie, Suisse. 
Je tiens à exprimer ici ma plus 
grande satisfaction, ainsi quô¨ 
exprimer encore une fois toute 
ma reconnaissance ̈ lô®gard des 
organisatrices et des organisa-
teurs, des sponsors et des inter-
venant·es. On doit à toutes et à 
tous la réussite de la Confé-
rence. Pour plus de détails, je 
renvoie aux textes des allocu-
tions dôouverture et de clôture 
du congrès, publiées aux p. 28-
32; 55-57, ainsi quôaux rapports 
qui ont été présentés lors de 
lôAssembl®e g®n®rale (p. 34-
48). Je souhaite également atti-
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rer votre attention sur les textes 
des communications des key-
note speakers, que vous trouve-
rez aux p. 58-93, tout en remer-
ciant leurs auteurs et autrice 
pour leur collaboration.ns. 
 
Workshop de lôAIEA 

En plus de la conférence géné-
rale, lôorganisation de 
workshops thématiques consti-
tue une autre priorité de 
lôAssociation. Dans les pages 
finales de ce Newsletter, vous 
trouverez la liste des workshops 
organis®s par lôAIEA ou sous 
les auspices de lôAIEA. 
Comme je le rappelle dans le 
rapport pr®sent® ¨ lôAssembl®e 
générale, toute proposition de 
workshop de la part de chacun 
des membres de lôAIEA est 
possible, et même souhaitable. 
Le comit® reste ¨ lô®coute et as-
sure son soutien. Dans le but 
dôencourager la participation 
des membres, nous avons ré-
cemment lancé un appel à pro-
positions (voir p. 27). 
 

Ils nous ont quittés 

Côest avec une profonde tris-
tesse que je vous rappelle la 
disparition de Nina G. Garsoïan 
(Patron Member de lôAIEA), 
Zaza Aleksidze, Maria Lucia 
Aliffi, Lucy Der Manuelian et, 
très récemment, Gevorg Ter 
Vardanyan. Les nouvelles vous 
ont été communiquées par la 

liste AIEA-telf. Nous garderons 
de nos collègues un souvenir 
très chaleureux et reconnaissant 
pour leur engagement dans la 
promotion des études armé-
niennes et des activités de 
lôAIEA. Je vous invite ¨ lire, 
aux p. 94-104, les hommages 
qui leur ont été rendus. 
 

Prochain rendez-vous 

Côest avec grand plaisir que je 
vous annonce que la prochaine 
Conférence générale de 
lôAIEA aura lieu en automne 
2024 à Genève et Lausanne 
(dates à préciser). Un rendez-
vous à ne pas manquer ! Une 
circulaire vous sera bientôt 
adressée. 
 
 

Valentina Calzolari 
Pr®sidente de lôAIEA 
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C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e n v o y é e s  à  l a  l i s t e  

a i e a @ t e l f . c o m 
 

 
Disparition de la prof. Lucy Der Manuelian 
 
Chères et chers Collègues, 
 
Il môincombe le triste devoir de vous informer de la disparition de 

la professeure Lucy Der Manuelian, première titulaire de la Arthur 
H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel chair of Armenian Art à la Tufts Uni-
versity et membre régulier de notre Association. 

Madame Der Manuelian était une fine spécialiste de lôhistoire de 
lôart m®di®val, un domaine de recherche dans lequel elle comptait 
plusieurs publications. Je rappelle, entre autres, Weavers, Merchants, 
and Kings: The Inscribed Rugs of Armenia (1984), The Destruction 
of Jugha and the Entire Armenian Cultural Heritage in Nakhijevan 
(avec A. Aivazyan et P. Donabédian, 2010), Stylistic Ties Between 
Armenian Architectural Sculpture and Manuscript Illumination of 
the 11th to the 14th Centuries (1978), ainsi que sa dissertation sur 
The Monastery of Geghard: A Study of Armenian Architectural 
Sculpture in the 13th Century (Boston University, 1980). 

Vous pourrez lire le portrait de son parcours, savant et humain, 
impressionant dans la nécrologie que la professeure Christina Ma-
ranci, son successeur, a eu lôamabilit® de nous transmettre (voir p. 
94-96). 
Pour celles et ceux qui nôont pas eu le plaisir de rencontrer ou 

dôentendre de vive voix Mme Der Manuelian, je vous signale le do-
cumentaire «Lost Treasures of Christianity: The Ancient Monuments 
of Armenia» (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1QelgvTwvs; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVUi5Ct-mrc; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60sDtxDBGk) 
Au nom du comit® de lôAIEA, jôadresse mes plus sinc¯res con-

doléances à la famille et à tous les proches de notre collègue dispa-
rue. 

 
Avec mes meilleures salutations, 
 
Valentina Calzolari 

(Sent: 9/20/2021) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1QelgvTwvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVUi5Ct-mrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60sDtxDBGk
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Care Valentina e Christina, 
 
mi unisco di cuore alla vostra belissima e commovente comme-

morazione di Lucy. 
Vi prego, specialmente Christina, di trasmettere ai familiari di 

Lucy il mio più vivo e partecipato cordoglio, unito alla mia preghie-
ra per la sua bella e nobile anima. 

Aggiungerei un ricordo personale a quanto menzionato da Chris-
tina sulle prodezze della compianta dagli elicotteri e di fronte agli 
agenti del KGB: la sua scalata al piano superore di Amaghu Nora-
vank. Lôha voluta fare in tutti i modi e ci ¯ riuscita. Lass½, a fiato 
sospeso, abbiano pregato insieme. 
Con la preghiera costante perch® il Signore ñilluminiò la sua ani-

ma (   ) e conceda lunghi e attivi giorni a 
chi continua ancora il suo pellegrinaggio su questa terra. 

 
P. Levon Zekiyan 

(Sent: 9/21/2021) 
 

99th birthday of Nina Garsoïan 
 

I think among all the disastrous news we are receiving on all 
fronts it would be good to celebrate the 99th birthday of Nina Gar-
soïan today. 

In 2013, on her 90th birthday, the AIEA hosted «LôArm®nie entre 
lôIran, Byzance et la Russie Journ®e dô®tudes en hommage au Profes-
seur Nina G. Garsoµan, membre dôhonneur de lôAIEA, ¨ lôoccasion de 
son 90e anniversaire» at the Fondation Simone et Cino del Duca. 

I videotaped (badly) Ninaôs comments at the end of this marve-
lous event and thought that you, her friends and colleagues, might 
like to hear her words again. I grieve the fact that the late and won-
derful Gabriella Uluhogian sits quietly in the back listening and that 
Robert Thomson, who spoke at the event, is also no longer with us. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXf3YZfJZow&ab_channel=Lavd46 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Levon Avdoyan 

(Sent: 4/11/2022) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXf3YZfJZow&ab_channel=Lavd46


A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
9 

 
Disparition de Maria Lucia Aliffi  
 
Chères et chers Collègues, 
 
Côest avec une tr¯s grande tristesse que je vous annonce la dispari-

tion de notre coll¯gue Maria Lucia Aliffi, membre de lôAssociation. 
Avec une formation en lettres classiques et une spécialisation en lin-
guistique, M. L. Aliffi était professeure de linguistique ¨ lôUniversit® 
de Palerme, où elle a effectué une très longue carrière en tant 
quôenseignante et chercheuse, depuis 1996. Ses recherches portaient 
sur la linguistique historique, un domaine qui lôa amen®e ¨ sôint®resser 
à la langue arménienne aussi. Elle a dirigé de nombreux projets de re-
cherche (ex. Le costruzioni infinitivali nelle lingue indo-europee anti-
che e moderne: modelli teorici e analisi di testi. con finanziamento; La 
formazione delle parole derivate e composte nelle lingue indoeuropee 
antiche e moderne) et a développé, avec dynamisme, sa discipline au 
sein de son Université et sur le plan international. Parmi ses travaux sur 
la linguistique arménienne, je rappelle son étude sur I verbi in -num 
dellôarmeno classico (Palerme 2002). 

Je me souviens de sa participation savante et amicale aux 
Conf®rences g®n®rales de lôAIEA ¨ Paris, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Würzburg, 
ainsi quô¨ la conf®rence virtuelle organis®e par lôUniversit® de Halle-
Wittenberg en 2021. Elle va nous manquer. 
Au nom de lôAIEA, jôadresse mes plus sinc¯res condol®ances ¨ ses 

proches. 
 
Avec mes cordiales salutations, 
 
Valentina Calzolari 

(Sent: 5/17/2022) 
 
Passing of Nina G. Garsoïan 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
It is with great regret that I inform you of the passing this mor-

ning of the great historian and dear friend and beloved colleague to 
so many of us, Nina G. Garsoïan. It seems impossible that the world 
of Armenian Studies has lost such a shining light but I am sure you 
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will join us in celebrating her life and her contributions which will 
abide for ages. 

We will inform you of plans as they are laid, but at the moment, 
we believe there will be a memorial in October in Paris where her 
beloved parents are interred. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Levon Avdoyan 
Isabelle de Lamberterie 
Chares de Lamberterie 
Weslie Janeway 

(Sent: 8/14/2022) 

 

 
Dear Levon, 
 

It is with deep grief that I participate in this sad news of the pass-
ing away of our most valuable colleague Nina Garsoian. 

She was one of the last representatives of that generation of schol-
ars who both in Armenia and in the West contributed to build in the 
second half of the 20th century a great tradition of Armenian studies 
whose input will remain, I believe, as an important component of Ar-
menian studies whatever their future developments may be. 

May the Lord bless her soul with His eternal light. 
 
Levon Archb. Zekiyan 

(Sent: 8/14/2022) 
 
 
Dear Levon,  
 

Nina Garsoian was a distinguished member of the precious first 
constellation of scholars of Armenian who brightly illuminated the 
field for more than six decades. Her work will guide and inspire for 
many long years to come. 

 
Kevork [Bardakjian] 

(Sent: 8/15/2022) 
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Nina Garsoïan was one of the greatest Arménisants of the genera-
tion. Her work needs no laudation; its quality speaks for itself. A 
light has gone out in our midst. 

Nina was also a very fine person and a faithful friend. 
May her memory be for a blessing. 

 
Michael Stone 

(Sent: 8/15/2022) 
 
 

 - ,     
.   ,   

    ,   
       

 
Artsruni Sahakyan 

(Sent: 8/15/2022) 
 
 

Je me rejoins à mes collègues pour exprimer mes plus profonds 
regrets et ma plus profonde admiration pour Nina Garsoïan, lôune 
des plus hautes «colonnes vivantes» des études arméniennes, dont 
lôesprit brillant a toujours illuminé mon chemin dans la forêt dense 
des recherches. 

Quôelle repose dans la lumière! 
 
Nazénie [Garibian] 

(Sent: 8/16/2022) 
 
 

Just saw this very sad news! Heartbroken over the passing of a 
beloved professor, mentor, former graduate advisor and colleague! 
We owe her a great debt of gratitude for her colossal contribution to 
Armenian medieval studies and for being a source of inspiration!  

May your soul rest in eternal light and peace, Nina! 
 
Beatrice [Tolidjian] 

(Sent: 8/16/2022) 
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Chers Isabelle et Charles, cher Levon, chère Madame Janeway, 
chères et chers collègues, 
 
Côest avec une grande tristesse que jôapprends la nouvelle de la dis-

parition de Nina G. Garsoµan. Ainsi sôen va une des Grandes Dames des 
études arméniennes et byzantines, dont les qualités et les mérites sont 
connus de toutes et tous. Femme pionnière à bien des égards, elle a été 
la première femme titularis®e au D®partement dôHistoire, puis la pre-
mi¯re professeure dô®tudes arm®niennes ¨ la Columbia University, la 
première Présidente de la Society for the Armenian Studies et la pre-
mière Doyenne de la Graduate School à Princeton. Grâce à la qualité de 
ses recherches, et avec son dynamisme et son autorité, elle a contribué à 
imposer les études arméniennes dans le contexte académique nord-
américain, en laissant derrière elle une école. Elle nous quitte dans sa 
centième année et nous transmet une quantité impressionnante de publi-
cations qui ont chang® notre mani¯re de penser lôAntiquit®, et qui ont 
renouvel® notre vision de lôArm®nie dans ses rapports avec lôIran et By-
zance. Je me limiterai à rappeler The Paulician Heresy (1967), The Epic 
Histories Attributed to PԀawstos Buzand (1989), Armenia between By-
zantium and the Sasanians (1985), Church and Culture in Early Me-
dieval Armenia (1999), Lô£glise arm®nienne et le grand schisme 
dôOrient (1999), Interregnum (2012). On rappellera ®galement quôelle 
était la Directrice de la Revue des Études Arméniennes. 

Comme elle aimait le rappeler elle-même, elle se destinait à une 
carrière musicale. Le sort en a voulu autrement, suite à un accident, 
et le piano à queue de son appartement dans le Upper Manhattan 
sôest charg® de livres dôhistoire. Elle ouvrait la porte de sa maison 
avec générosité, en prodiguant conseils scientifiques et en partageant 
des souvenirs personnels autour dôune tasse de caf® fait avec une ca-
feti¯re italienne ou dôun verre de bon vin. Elle bouillonnait encore de 
projets jusque dans ces dernières années. 
LôAIEA perd lôune de ses Membres dôhonneur. En signe 

dôhommage ¨ sa carri¯re et ¨ son soutien ind®fectible aux activit®s de 
notre Association, en 2013, ¨ lôoccasion de son 90e anniversaire, nous 
avions organis®, en collaboration avec lôAcad®mie des Inscriptions et 
Belles-Lettres, la Journ®e dô®tudes ñEntre lôArm®nie, Byzance et la 
Russieò ¨ la Fondation Cino del Duca, ¨ Paris. 
Nina Garsoµan gardait dans son cîur Venise (o½ elle avait s®-

journé, grâce à une Fullbright Fellowship, pour mener des re-
cherches ¨ San Lazzaro) et Paris, et côest en France que le dernier 
hommage lui sera rendu en automne. Merci dôores et d®j¨ aux orga-
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nisateurs et organisatrices des obsèques de nous faire part, le mo-
ment venu, des détails de la cérémonie. 

Notre Amie regrettée aimait rappeler son amitié, et celle de sa mère, 
artiste-peintre, avec Marguerite Yourcenar, dont le livre Feux a été peint 
dans lôun des tableaux de Mme Inna Garsoµan, aujourdôhui dans la mai-
son de lô®crivaine, dans le Maine. Côest avec les mots en exergue des 
M®moires dôHadrien que jôaimerais conclure ces quelques lignes en 
souvenir et hommage ¨ lô®gard de notre Coll¯gue disparue. 
 
Animula vagula, blandula, 
Hospes comesque corporis, 
Quae nunc abibis in loca, 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula 
Nec, ut soles, dabis iocos. 
 
Avec mes cordiales salutations, 
 
Valentina Calzolari  
 
PS Pour plus de détails sur la biographie de Nina G. Garsoïan, je 
renvoie à son autobiographie (De Vita Sua, Costa Mesa 2011) et aux 
articles de L. Avdoyan et D. Koumjian joints à ce courriel1. 
 

(Sent: 8/22/2022) 
 
 

As all my colleagues and Nina's friends, I am very very sad with 
the departure of this Grande Dame of Armenian Studies in general 
and Academia in general. Great loss for us all although her work will 
survive as major reference in the field. 

Que la terre lui soit légère. 
 

Amitiés 
 
Claire [Mouradian] 

(Sent: 8/25/2022) 

 
1 L. Avdoyan, «ñMagistra Studentorum per Armeniam et Byzantiumò Nina G. Garsoµan (1923-)», 

in J. Chance (ed.), Women Medievalists and the Academy, The University of Wisconsin Press, 

2005, 803-813; D. Kouymjian, «Nina G. Garsoïan: A Professor Who Incubated Scholars, a Scho-

lar Who Vitalized an Historical Era», Journal of Armenian Studies 10/1-2 (2012-2013), 145-152. 
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A Celebration of the Life of Nina G. Garsoïan 
 

This past Saturday, family, friends, students, and colleagues of Nina 
Garsoïan, who died on August 14th, gathered on Zoom to celebrate her 
extraordinary life. Speakers in the brief program included her students, 
Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian (Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of 
the Armenian Church in America), the Reverend Father Krikor Mak-
soudian (the Order of St. James), the pianist, ķahan Arzruni (who 
played Bachôs transcription of a Siloti organ prelude, BWV 555), her 
friends and colleagues, Weslie Janeway and Charles and Isabelle de 
Lamberterie; her godchild, Ssu Weng; her nephew and historian, Arsen 
Saparov; her student, Sylvie Merian (Morgan Library); and Haig Utid-
jian (who sang   and     

). After the program completed, moving comments and re-
membrances of Nina were offered by Ron Suny, Tom Mathews, Ina 
Baghdiantz McCabe, Claire Mouradian, Lola Koundakjian, Elizabeth 
Brown, Sergio La Porta; Constantine Hatzidimitriou, Joseph Portano-
va, Jane Bishop, and Pat Constantinian. (Apologies if I have omitted a 
name due to my increasingly feeble memory!) 

If you would like to view the event, see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJN03XIurrI&t=105s&ab_channel=Lavd46 
Ninaôs funeral will occur on October 17th, at 11 AM, I believe, at 

the Cathédrale Arménienne Saint Jean-Baptiste in Paris. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Levon [Avdoyan] 
 

(Sent: 9/26/2022) 
 

 
Disparition de M. Zaza Aleksidze 
 
Chères et chers Collègues, 
 
Je viens dôapprendre la triste nouvelle de la disparition de M. Zaza 
Aleksidze. N® ¨ T®lavi en octobre 1935, il ®tait Membre de lôAcad®mie 
des Sciences de G®orgie et ancien professeur ¨ lôAcad®mie th®ologique 
de Tbilisi. Il a dirigé pendant plus de quinze ans (1989-2006) lôInstitut 
des manuscrits de lôAcad®mie des Sciences de G®orgie. Il ®tait ®gale-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJN03XIurrI&t=105s&ab_channel=Lavd46
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ment membre correspondant de lôAcad®mie des Inscriptions et Belles-
Lettres (Paris). 
Caucasologue, épigraphiste et codicologue de réputation internationale, Z. 
Aleksidze était spécialiste des cultures écrites du Caucase (albanien, 
arménien et géorgien). Il est connu en particulier pour ses découvertes 
codicologiques et ses travaux de d®chiffrement de lôalbanien du Caucase. 
Avec J. Gippert, J.-P. Mah® et W. Schulze, il est lôauteur de lôouvrage 
monumental The Caucasian Albanian Palimpsests of Mt. Sinai (Monu-
menta Palaeographica Medii Aevi. Series Ibero-Caucasica) ï publié en 
deux volumes à Turnhout en 2008-2009 ï, dont il avait également co-
écrit lôintroduction (avec J.-P. Mahé). Sur le même sujet, je signale éga-
lement son article ç D®couverte dôun texte albanien : une langue ancienne 
du Caucase retrouvée » ï publié dans les Comptes rendus des séances de 
lôAcad®mie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 141/2 (1997), p. 517-532 
(avec J.-P. Mahé) ï, qui annonçait la découverte exceptionnelle du pa-
limpseste bilingue (albanien et géorgien) du monastère de Sainte-
Catherine. Sur les missions g®orgiennes quôil a dirig®es au Sinaµ et le 
d®chiffrement de lôancien albanien, on peut lire ®galement ñLe d®chiff-
rement de lô®criture des Albaniens du Caucaseò, publi® (en collaboration 
avec J.-P. Mahé) dans les Comptes rendus des s®ances de lôAcad®mie des 
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 145/3 (2001), p. 1239-1257. 
LôAIEA avait eu lôhonneur de lôaccueillir comme key-note speaker à la 
Conférence générale de 2011, à Budapest. Il nous avait alors présenté une 
lectio magistralis intitul®e ñSome Lessons from the Caucasian Historyò. 
Par ce message, je tiens à exprimer toutes mes condoléances à la famil-
le et à tous les proches de notre regretté collègue disparu. 
 
Avec mes cordiales salutations, 
 
Valentina Calzolari  
 

(Sent: 1/24/2023) 
 
 

Dear colleagues, 
 

As many of you, I am shocked hearing about the decease of my 
friend and colleague Zaza Aleksidze. For those who are not familiar 
with him, the preface I wrote two years ago for a festschrift celebrating 
his 85th birthday (Chitunashvili, Dali / Aleksidze, Nikoloz / Gaprin-
dashvili, Khatuna / Grdzelishvili, Lana / Dundua, Natia / Menteshash-
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vili, Sopiko / Khositashvili, Irma (eds.), The Caucasus between East 
and West. Historical and Philological Studies in Honour of Zaza Alek-
sidze / ửavỮasia aǣmosavletsa da dasavlets ġoris. Isἲoriul-pilologiuri 
әiebani miәǣvna Zaza Aleksiәis dabadebis 85 clistavisadmi 2, Tbilisi: 

orneli e eliᾎis saxelobis Sakartvelos xelnacerta erovnuli cenri 
2021)1 may provide an idea of his work; you will find it online at 
https://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/personal/jg/pdf/jg2021e.pdf . 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Jost Gippert 

(Sent: 1/25/2023) 
 
 

Auch die Wiener Byzantinistik / Kaukasusforschung wird dem 
großen Forscher und liebenswerten Menschen ein ehrendes Andenken 
bewahren! 
 
Werner Seibt 

(Sent: 1/25/2023) 
 
 

Cara Valentina, 
 
Nello strazio dellôincendio dellôospizio della nostra chiesa di Galata 

qui a Istanbul, la prima cattedrale della nostra comunità, è stato un col-
po ulteriore la triste notizia della dipartita di Zaza Aleksidze, amico di 
vecchia data e collega di grande rilievo scientifico. 
Lôavevo conosciuto al Primo Simposio Internazionale di Cultura 

Transcaucasica (Milano ï Bergamo ï Venezia, 1979) e subito tra noi 
era nata lôamicizia, forse anche per le conclusioni analoghe cui erava-
mo giunti del tutto indipendentemente e senza conoscerci, sulla que-
stione della separazione delle Chiese Armena e Georgiana. Fece tradur-
re in georgiano il mio articolo e poi ogni volta che andavo a Tbilisi lo 
incontravo; viaggi abbastanza frequenti allora, in particolare nel conte-
sto accademico dellôUnione Sovietica, che ormai sembra da leggenda, 
dei grandi convegni e simposi organizzati dalle rispettive accademie.  

 
1  The Festschrift is available for download at https://manuscript.ge/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/THE-CAUCASUS-BETWEEN-EAST-AND-WEST-II.pdf 

https://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/personal/jg/pdf/jg2021e.pdf
https://manuscript.ge/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/THE-CAUCASUS-BETWEEN-EAST-AND-WEST-II.pdf
https://manuscript.ge/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/THE-CAUCASUS-BETWEEN-EAST-AND-WEST-II.pdf
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Un momento particolarmente intenso di collaborazione con Zaza e 
tanti altri colleghi georgiani, armeni ed europei furono gli anni 2001-
2003 nellôambito di una ricerca INTAS, che ho diretto, sulla ñTbilisi in 
the 19th centuryò. In quel contesto venne anche a Venezia dove si ten-
ne con un convegno la seduta conclusiva della ricerca. Visitammo in-
sieme San Lazzaro dove tenne anche un indirizzo di saluto a nome dei 
suoi colleghi georgiani. 

Purtroppo, da parecchi anni non ho potuto visitare Tbilisi a causa 
dei molteplici impegni fuori dallôaccademia che mi hanno impegnato 
negli ultimi dieci anni. Ma era sempre nel mio pensiero di farci una vi-
sita, anche e soprattutto per incontrare Zaza. Purtroppo lôora fatale che 
scoccò, non permise di realizzare questo pensiero. Sono felice di aver 
partecipato ai due volumi di Miscellanea in suo onore.  

Che dorma il suo riposo eterno nella luce del Signore e il suo esem-
pio di uomo, in particolare di studioso serio, profondo, modesto, possa 
servire da modello e da incitamento per le giovani generazioni. 
 
Con un cordiale saluto a te e a quanti leggono queste righe. 
 
P. Levon 

(Sent: 1/26/2023) 
 
 
Dear Valentina, 
Dear colleagues, 
 

so sad when giants are leaving this word... On behalf of YSU and 
would like to forward condolences to family and friends to all of us 
who new Batono Zaza. 

He had his firm footprint in the field and his contribution will stay... 
 
Sadly, 
 
Sasha [Alexander Markarov] 
 

(Sent: 1/25/2023) 
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Auch die Wiener Byzantinistik / Kaukasusforschung wird dem 

großen Forscher und liebenswerten Menschen ein ehrendes Andenken 
bewahren! 
 
Werner Seibt 

(Sent: 1/25/2023) 
 

 
... Auch meine Gedanken sind in dankbarer Erinnerung bei Zaza Alek-
sidze und seiner Familie, besonders Lela, die mehrere Semester in Hal-
le forschte. 
 
Armenuhi Drost-Abgarjan 

(Sent: 1/25/2023) 
 
  



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
19 

Message du Comit® de lôAIEA 

 

 

 

Chers et chères Collègues, 

 

 

Depuis la nuit du 12 septembre, des affrontements à grande échelle 

ont éclaté à la fronti¯re entre lôArm®nie et lôAzerbaµdjan. Diff®rentes 

localit®s dôArm®nie ont été frappées par des bombardements azéris. 

Les premières estimations parues dans la presse font état de nom-

breuses victimes des deux côtés. 

 

Le Comit® de lôAIEA suit avec la plus grande préoccupation les 

événements et tient à exprimer sa solidarité entière aux collègues et 

au peuple dôArm®nie, ainsi quô¨ toutes les victimes de cette reprise 

des hostilités. 

 

Nous appelons ¨ lôarr°t imm®diat des hostilit®s, et au double respect 

du cessez-le-feu du 9 novembre 2020 et de lôint®grit® territoriale de 

la République d'Arménie, État souverain, membre de l'ONU et du 

Conseil de l'Europe. Après la guerre de 2020, il  est impératif 

d'arrêter une nouvelle escalade militaire, dans le Haut-Karabagh et, 

maintenant, dans le territoire même de l'Arménie, et de poursuivre, 

sur des bases solides, les négociations en vue d'une solution par la 

voie diplomatique. 

 

 

Avec nos meilleures salutations, 

 

 

Le comit® de lôAIEA   
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Letter calling attention to the destruction and desecration 

of Armenian religious and cultural heritage property by 

Azerbaijan and the denial of right to exercise religious rites 

 
To: Honorable Alexandra Xanthaki  

UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 

c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland 

Email: srculturalrights@ohchr.org 
 

To: Honorable Nazila Ghanea 

UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 

c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland 

E-mail: freedomofreligion@ohchr.org 
 

December 14, 2022 

 
Dear Ms. Xanthaki and Ms. Ghanea: 

We write on behalf of the Armenian Bar Association to follow-up on 

our previous communications with your predecessors.1  

The Bar Association is joined in this letter by the Mother See of Holy 

Etchmiadzin, Argentine Armenian Lawyers Association, Armenian Cultural 

Foundation, Association Française des Avocats et Juristes Arméniens 

(AFAJA), Association Internationale des Études Arméniennes (AIEA), Asso-

ciation of Armenian Lawyers, Deutsch-Armenische Juristenvereinigung, 

Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention, National Association for Armenian 

Studies and Research (NAASR), Save Armenian Monuments (SAM), the So-

ciety for Armenian Studies (SAS), and Research on Armenian Architecture 

(RAA) Foundation.  

The Armenian Bar Association is an international non-profit organization 

of judges, attorneys, law professors, law students, and legal professionals. In 

November 2022, the Bar Association testified about the issue of destruction of 

 
1 Previous correspondence with the Honorable Karima Bennoune and the Honorable Ahmed Shaheed 

can be found on the Armenian Bar Associationôs website: January 21, 2021 Letter, April 2, 2021 Letter, 

September 21, 2021 Letter, and April 2022 Report. The Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 

previously wrote to Azerbaijanôs representatives on two occasions in 2021 concerning some of the issues 

raised in this letter, but those letters remain unanswered (See Reference: AL AZE 1/2021 & AL AZE 
3/2021). 

mailto:srculturalrights@ohchr.org
mailto:freedomofreligion@ohchr.org
https://armenianbar.org/
https://www.armenianchurch.org/index.jsp?lng=en
https://www.armenianchurch.org/index.jsp?lng=en
https://armenianculturalfoundation.net/
https://armenianculturalfoundation.net/
https://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/fr/
https://dearjv.de/
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/
https://naasr.org/
https://naasr.org/
https://savearmenianmonuments.com/
https://societyforarmenianstudies.com/
https://societyforarmenianstudies.com/
https://raa-am.org/en/home/?_ga=2.157059004.624768962.1670363091-1451969256.1670002952&_gl=1%2A18e79zn%2A_ga%2AMTQ1MTk2OTI1Ni4xNjcwMDAyOTUy%2A_ga_XT6XYHQP93%2AMTY3MDM2MzA5MC4yLjAuMTY3MDM2MzA5MC4wLjAuMA..
https://armenianbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Armenian-Cultural-Heritage-Report-1.21-2021.pdf
https://armenianbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Final-Second-Report-re-Destruction-of-Armenian-Churches.pdf
https://armenianbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Third-Report-re-Right-to-Exercise-Freedom-of-Religion-and-Protect-Cultural-Heritage-September-14-corrected.pdf
https://armenianbar.org/heritage/
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25857
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26783
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26783
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cultural heritage and the denial of the right to religious freedom during the 

United States Senate Foreign Relations Committeeôs hearing on Assessing 

U.S. Foreign Policy in the Caucasus. The Bar Association with the Mother 

See has issued a comprehensive report on the issues of destruction and erasure 

of Armenian cultural heritage and impediments created to the rights to exer-

cise freedom of religion of Christian-Armenians. In addition to these issues, 

the Armenian Bar Association has issued reports and letters to UN mandate 

holders regarding Azerbaijanôs racial discrimination against Armenians, its 

treatment of POWs and its responsibility in carrying out arbitrary executions 

of ethnic Armenians. 

In September 2020, Azerbaijan launched an unprovoked military offensive 

against the Armenian population in Artsakh (also referred to as Nagorno-

Karabakh). The attack was timed to launch in the middle of the COVID pan-

demic and in the few weeks before the 2020 US Presidential election. The eyes 

of the United States and international communities averted, the aggression drew 

little attention and Azerbaijan has evaded any accountability. To this day, Azer-

baijanôs aggression remains unchecked. 

In November 2020, a ceasefire statement brokered by Russia mandated that 

Armenians (governed by the Republic of Artsakh) cede control of portions of 

Artsakh and adjacent territories to Azerbaijan. While the ceasefire statement 

brought a temporary standstill, the current situation leaves many Armenian mon-

uments and religious places of worship at heightened risk of destruction. 

Azerbaijan has a lengthy, documented history of denying the existence of, 

and intentionally destroying, Armenian cultural and religious heritage and 

monuments. From 1997 to 2006, Azerbaijan deliberately obliterated nearly all 

traces of once prevalent Armenian culture in an area known as Nakhichevan. 

They razed Armenian medieval churches, thousands of ancient carved cross-

stones (khachkars), and historical tombstones.1 Video footage from 2005 de-

picts Azerbaijan destroying the surviving portions of the medieval necropolis 

of Djulfa, that housed thousands of Armenian cross-stones.2 The traditions of 

 
1 Special investigation: Declassified satellite images show erasure of Armenian churches, The Art News-
paper (June 1, 2021); Christina Maranci, ñThe Medieval Armenian Monuments in Nagorno-Karabakh 

Must be Protected,ò Apollo Magazine (December 9, 2020); Dale Berning Sawa, ñMonumental loss: 

Azerbaijan and 'The Worst Cultural Genocide of the 21st Century,'ò The Guardian (March 1, 2019); 

Nora McGreevy, ñWhy Scholars, Cultural Institutions Are Calling to Protect Armenian Heritage,ò 

Smithsonian Magazine (November 24, 2020).  
2 Simon Maghakyan and Sarah Pickman, ñA Regime Conceals Its Erasure of Indigenous Armenian Culture,ò 

Hyperallergic (February 18, 2019); ñDestruction of the Armenian Cemetery of Djulfa,ò ICOMOS Heritage at 

Risk; ñAzerbaijan: Famous Medieval Cemetery Vanishes: IWPR reporter confirms that there is nothing left of the 

celebrated stone crosses of Jugha,ò Institute for War & Peace Reporting; ñWhen the World Looked Away: The 

Destruction of Julfa Cemetery,ò Radio Free Europe (December 10, 2020); Kate Fitz Gibbon, ñWorld Heritage 
Committee Meeting in Baku Will be Hosted by Cultural Destroyers,ò Cultural Property News (March 19, 2019); 

https://armenianbar.org/heritage/
https://armenianbar.org/programs/united-nations-initiative/azerbaijans-racial-discrimination-against-ethnic-armenians/
https://armenianbar.org/programs/united-nations-initiative/armenian-pows-and-civilians-held-captive-by-azerbaijan/
https://armenianbar.org/programs/united-nations-initiative/extrajudicial-summary-or-arbitrary-executions/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2021/06/01/special-investigation-declassified-satellite-images-show-erasure-of-armenian-churches
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/medieval-armenian-monuments-nagorno-karabakh/
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/medieval-armenian-monuments-nagorno-karabakh/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-azerbaijan-cultural-genocide-khachkars
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-azerbaijan-cultural-genocide-khachkars
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/metropolitan-museum-scholars-call-protection-cultural-heritage-nagorno-karabakh-180976364/
https://hyperallergic.com/482353/a-regime-conceals-its-erasure-of-indigenous-armenian-culture/
https://www.icomos.org/risk/world_report/2006-2007/pdf/H@R_2006-2007_09_National_Report_Azerbaijan.pdf
azerbaijan:%20Famous%20Medieval%20Cemetery%20Vanishes:%20IWPR%20reporter%20confirms%20that%20there%20is%20nothing%20left%20of%20the%20celebrated%20stone%20crosses%20of%20Jugha
azerbaijan:%20Famous%20Medieval%20Cemetery%20Vanishes:%20IWPR%20reporter%20confirms%20that%20there%20is%20nothing%20left%20of%20the%20celebrated%20stone%20crosses%20of%20Jugha
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-azerbaijan-julfa-cemetery-destruction-unesco-cultural-heritage/30986581.html?fbclid=IwAR38guzAYkn3_fnSCPl3XoD8iBeNxJOdcjcw4fb4V8HW9ZvNLzNKn-uwM0M
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-azerbaijan-julfa-cemetery-destruction-unesco-cultural-heritage/30986581.html?fbclid=IwAR38guzAYkn3_fnSCPl3XoD8iBeNxJOdcjcw4fb4V8HW9ZvNLzNKn-uwM0M
https://culturalpropertynews.org/unesco-exposed/
https://culturalpropertynews.org/unesco-exposed/
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khachkar crafting and khachkar symbolism are listed on UNESCOôs Repre-

sentative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity,1 as khachkars are used 

for devotional and worship purposes by Armenian Christians and pilgrims, in 

addition to documenting the history of the region.  

Experts predicted that in the aftermath of the 2020 war, Azerbaijan would 

continue its official policy of cultural erasure.2 Unfortunately, that prediction 

has proven prescient. Artsakh is endowed with a deeply rich cultural history, 

including thousands of religious sites and monuments, many dating back 

thousands of years. While Russian peacekeeping forces monitor some Arme-

nian places of worship (most notably Dadivank, a 7th-9th century monastic 

complex with a cathedral rebuilt in the 13th century ï discussed below), they 

do not provide protection for a great many other Armenian religious sites, 

leaving them extremely vulnerable. 

Caucasus Heritage Watch, a non-profit research organization led by anthro-

pology and near eastern studies professors from Cornell University and Purdue 

University, utilizes satellite imagery to monitor and document destruction in 

Artsakh since the November 2020 ceasefire statement. As of October 2022, 

Caucasus Heritage Watch has documented the complete destruction and erasure 

in July, 2022 of the historical Saint Sargis Church, the flattening of several cem-

eteries, and the destruction of and threats to other sites.3 

  
Photo credit: Caucasus Heritage Watch 

Under the pretext of its ñreconstruction,ò Azerbaijan has also begun its 

campaign of removing evidence of Armenian presence from the Holy 

 
ñAzeri Soldiers Vandalized a Cemetery in Nagorno-Karabakh, Rekindling Fears of Destruction of Armenian Herit-

age,ò Archyde (November 27, 2020); ñSilent Erasure: A Satellite Investigation of the Destruction of Armenian Cul-

tural Heritage in Nakhichivan, Azerbaijan,ò Caucasus Heritage Watch (September, 2022). 
1 ñArmenian cross-stones art. Symbolism and craftsmanship of Khachkars,ò UNESCO. 
2 ñArtsakh: Cultural Heritage under Threatò Sunday Edition of Hyperallergic magazine (February 28, 2021). 
3 ñCaucasus Heritage Watch: Monitoring Report #4,ò Caucasus Heritage Watch (October, 2022). 

https://www.archyde.com/azeri-soldiers-vandalized-a-cemetery-in-nagorno-karabakh-rekindling-fears-of-destruction-of-armenian-heritage
https://www.archyde.com/azeri-soldiers-vandalized-a-cemetery-in-nagorno-karabakh-rekindling-fears-of-destruction-of-armenian-heritage
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/index.php/report
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/index.php/report
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/armenian-cross-stones-art-symbolism-and-craftsmanship-of-khachkars-00434
https://newsletters.hyperallergic.com/profile/sunday/issues/sunday-edition-artsakh-cultural-heritage-under-threat-419872
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/index.php/report


A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
23 

Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral - a landmark of Armenian cultural and 

religious identity in Shushi ï that Azerbaijan shelled repeatedly and inten-

tionally during the war with high precision weaponry.1 Part of the ñrecon-

structionò of the cathedral has included removal of its conical domes, 

which are architecturally distinctive as Armenian Apostolic.2 Azerbaijanôs 

ñreconstructionò ñwithout input of [the cathedralôs] congregationò has 

been admonished by USCIRF3 as no members of the Armenian Apostolic 

Church have been consulted.  

During war      After war 

  

Many acts of ruin and destruction have been documented on the 

ground since November, 2020, including vandalism, graffiti, desecra-

tion, disfigurement of key features of religious monuments (domes and 

crosses), and the destruction of cemeteries and cross-stones.4 In 2021, 

 
1 ñArtsakh Ombudsman Second Interim Public Report on the Azerbaijani Atrocities Against the Artsakh 

Population in September to October 2020ò (October 18, 2020); ñAzerbaijan: Attack on Church Possible 

War Crime,ò Human Rights Watch (December 16, 2020). 
2 ñAzerbaijan ñdistortingò Ghazanchetsots Cathedral under the guise of ñrestorationò ï Artsakh Om-

budsman,ò Public Radio of Armenia (May 3, 2021); Twitter postings from Azerbaijani Diplomat Nasimi 

Aghaev.  
3 USCIRF Concerned by Azerbaijan Religion Law Amendments, Condition of Ghazanchetsots Cathe-

dral, Press Release (May 17, 2021)  
4 Rob Lee, Twitter post (November 14, 2020); Sascha Duerkop, Twitter post (November 20, 2020); 

ñAzerbaijanis destroy Armenian cross-stone in occupied Artsakh village,ò Public Radio of Armenia 

(January 12, 2021); ñAzeri Soldiers Vandalized a Cemetery in Nagorno-Karabakh, Rekindling Fears of 

Destruction of Armenian Heritage,ò Archyde (November 27, 2020); Tigran Balayan, Twitter post (No-

vember 14, 2020); ñThe Azerbaijani military servicemen are vandalizing the Armenian church of St. 
Yeghishe in the Mataghis region of Artsakh,ò Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia 

(March 29, 2021); ñAd Hoc Public Report on the Armenian Cultural Heritage in Artsakh (Nagorno-

Karabakh): Cases of Vandalism and At Risk of Destruction by Azerbaijan,ò Human Rights Ombudsman 

of the Republic of Artsakh (January 26, 2021); ñDamage to Cultural Property Means Damage to the 

Cultural Heritage of All Mankindò Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Artsakh (March 25, 
2021); ñAzerbaijanis Remove Cross from Spitak Khach Church in Occupied Hadrut,ò Asbarez.com 

https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/735
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/735
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/16/azerbaijan-attack-church-possible-war-crime
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/16/azerbaijan-attack-church-possible-war-crime
Azerbaijan%20
Azerbaijan%20
https://twitter.com/simonforco/status/1413860566960017410
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/releases-statements/uscirf-concerned-azerbaijan-religion-law-amendments-condition
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/releases-statements/uscirf-concerned-azerbaijan-religion-law-amendments-condition
https://twitter.com/RALee85/status/1327791527507144705?s=20
https://twitter.com/saschadueerkop/status/1329754063064489986?lang=en
file:///C:/Users/Taline/Downloads/),%20https:/en.armradio.am/2021/01/12/azerbaijanis-destroy-armenian-cross-stone-in-occupied-artsakh-village
https://www.archyde.com/azeri-soldiers-vandalized-a-cemetery-in-nagorno-karabakh-rekindling-fears-of-destruction-of-armenian-heritage/
https://www.archyde.com/azeri-soldiers-vandalized-a-cemetery-in-nagorno-karabakh-rekindling-fears-of-destruction-of-armenian-heritage/
https://twitter.com/tbalayan/status/1327676346315706369?s=20
https://www.ombuds.am/en_us/site/VideoGalleryView/520
https://www.ombuds.am/en_us/site/VideoGalleryView/520
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/792
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/792
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/500
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/500
https://asbarez.com/azerbaijanis-remove-cross-from-spitak-khach-church-in-occupied-hadrut/#:~:text=A%20video%20shared%20on%20social%20media%20clearly%20shows,another%20Armenian%20church%20as%20belonging%20to%20the%20Udis.
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the BBC documented the complete elimination of another church - Zo-

ravor Holy Mother of God Church located near the village of Mekhaka-

van (Jebrayil), now under Azerbaijani control.1 Notably, many of the 

photos and video stills of vandalism and destruction originate with and 

feature Azerbaijani military personnel. To deny the existence of Arme-

nian cultural and religious heritage, many sites are falsely represented as 

ñAlbanian-Udiò including by official authorities. 

In addition to the threat of eradication of religious sites, Armenian Chris-

tians cannot safely return to Artsakh under Azerbaijani occupation for pil-

grimages, services, monastic life, and custodianship. The following statistics 

obtained from church officials show the levels of activity within some of the 

main churches and monasteries in pre-war 2019 and 2020 (for the first nine 

months before the Azerbaijanôs aggression) as compared to the post-war 

period during which, among other things, Azerbaijan has blocked all access 

to the sites, resulting in the ceasing of Armenian baptisms and marriages. 

Vibrant religious communities have entirely disappeared. 

Dadivank is a large, medieval monastic complex, a center for literary pro-

duction, and was an active religious site, where worshippers and pilgrims 

would regularly attend mass up to the beginning of Azerbaijanôs offensive.2 

After the November, 2020 ceasefire statement, under the protection of 

Russian peacekeepers, Armenian monks remained in the monastery and 

 
(January 27, 2022); ñAzerbaijani soldiers vandalize Armenian church in Artsakh village,ò Panorama | 

Armenian news (February 8, 2022). 
1 ñNagorno-Karabakh: The mystery of the missing churchò 
2 Cultural Heritage Is Caught Up in the Conflict Over Nagorno-Karabakh, Atlas Obscura (December 10, 
2020)  

Church or Monastery Name Number of Baptisms Number of Marriages 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2019 2020 2021 2022 

St Savior (Ghazanchetsots) 

Church in Shushi 

382 235 0 0 86 22 0 0 

Hovhanness Mkrtich (John the 

Baptist, also known as the Green 

Church) 

69 78 0 0 38 4 0 0 

Dadivank Monastery 156 682 0 0 9 5 0 0 

St Resurrection Church of Ber-

dzor 

7 8 0 0 5 4 0 0 

St Mary Church of Hadrut  25 18 0 0 7 5 0 0 

https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2022/02/08/church-vandalism/2637757
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-56517835
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/dadivank-monastery-nagorno-karabakh
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pilgrims were, for a time, allowed to visit. But the situation at Dadivank 

swiftly deteriorated. From April, 2021 to the present, Azerbaijan has re-

fused to allow pilgrimages there. In a report entitled "We are left alone 

with you, Lord." Clergymen of Dadivank await Armenian pilgrims, the 

situation in Dadivank is documented from the perspective of the handful 

of monks remaining there.1 Although this site is monitored by tens of 

Russian peacekeepers, the freedom of religion and use of sacred Dadivank 

is rendered impossible as the monks are surrounded by hundreds of Azer-

baijani troops, are subject to psychological intimidation, are taunted and 

tormented, have unsteady phone access, and are unable to freely leave the 

grounds of the monastic complex for fear of altercations.2  

In September, 2021, Armenia lodged with the Registry of the Interna-

tional Court of Justice (ñICJò) a request for indication of provisional 

measures regarding the violations by Azerbaijan of the International Con-

vention of December 21, 1965, on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination. During the ICJ proceedings, Azerbaijan indefensibly de-

nied the very existence of Armenian cultural heritage. In December, 2021, 

in its decision on provisional measures, the Court ordered that Azerbaijan 

ñshall protect the right to access and enjoy Armenian historic, cultural 

and religious heritage, including but not limited to, churches, cathedrals, 

places of worship, monuments, landmarks, cemeteries and other buildings 

and artefacts, by inter alia terminating, preventing, prohibiting and pun-

ishing their vandalisation, destruction or alteration, and allowing Arme-

nians to visit places of worship.ò Flouting the provisional order, Azerbai-

jan subsequently announced the creation of a special committee that 

would act to purge traces of Armenian heritage.3  

To date, Azerbaijan has denied UNESCOôs monitors access to the 

area notwithstanding UNESCOôs multiple requests. The Special Rap-

porteur in the field of cultural rights previously wrote to Azerbaijanôs 

representatives on two occasions in 2021 concerning these issues, but 

those letters remain unanswered (See Reference: AL AZE 1/2021 & AL 

 
1 Menk Menag Enk Mnatsel Kez Hed, Der: Dadivanki Hokevoragannere Hay Oukhdavorneri en sbas-

soum (Translated: "We are left alone with you, Lord." Clergymen of Dadivank await Armenian pil-

grims), Azadutyun News Channel (July 7, 2021)(Translation available upon request). See also ñIn Na-

gorno-Karabakh, Land Mines, Bulldozers and Lingering Tensions,ò Anton Troianovski, NY Times (July 

25, 2021) (describing situation at Dadivank). 
2  The civilian population of Artsakh is also subject to psychological intimidation and propaganda en-

couraging them to leave their ancestral lands. ñInterim Report on Violations of the rights of Artsakh peo-

ple by Azerbaijan in February-March 2022,ò Human Rights Defender of Artsakh (2022).  
3  Simon Maghakyan, ñEmboldened by Ukraine Crisis, Azerbaijan Escalates its War on Armenian Her-

itage Sites,ò Hyperallergic Magazine (February 4, 2022). After international criticism, Azerbaijani au-
thorities attempted to walk back their initial statements concerning this committee. 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25857
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26783
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/31346025.html#comments
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/31346025.html#comments
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/25/world/europe/azerbaijan-armenia-nagorno-karabakh.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/25/world/europe/azerbaijan-armenia-nagorno-karabakh.html
https://artsakhombuds.am/sites/default/files/2022-03/Ombudsman-Report-English.pdf
https://artsakhombuds.am/sites/default/files/2022-03/Ombudsman-Report-English.pdf
https://hyperallergic.com/709512/azerbaijan-escalates-its-war-on-armenian-heritage-sites/
https://hyperallergic.com/709512/azerbaijan-escalates-its-war-on-armenian-heritage-sites/


A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
26 

AZE 3/2021). USCIRF has recommended that the U.S. State Depart-

ment include Azerbaijan on the Special Watch List.1  

However, there are still no assurances that Armenian cultural and re-

ligious heritage sites will be protected in territories that are under Azer-

baijanôs occupation, and there are no mechanisms to allow for Christian 

pilgrims to access the Armenian religious sites.2 Azerbaijanôs destruc-

tion of Armenian cultural and religious heritage is squarely within a 

broader systematic effort and pattern by Azerbaijan to: (1) deprive Ar-

menian Christians of the ability to exercise their fundamental right to 

freely exercise their religion, (2) ethnically cleanse Artsakh of Armenian 

people and worshippers, and (3) erase the record of Armenian history 

and heritage and any evidence of Armenian presence from the region. 

Our purpose in making this submission is to inform you of these ac-

tivities which advance Azerbaijanôs policy of cultural genocide against the 

Armenians of Artsakh. We are committed to bringing attention to atroci-

ties committed by Azerbaijan and documenting them in our reports.  

We would be grateful for an opportunity to discuss these issues with 

you and can make ourselves available at your earliest convenience. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

Armenian Bar Association 

Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 

Argentine Armenian Lawyers Association 

Armenian Cultural Foundation 

Association Française des Avocats et Juristes Arméniens (AFAJA) 

Association Internationale des Études Arméniennes (AIEA) 

Association of Armenian Lawyers 

Deutsch-Armenische Juristenvereinigung 

Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention 

National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR) 

Save Armenian Monuments (SAM) 

Society for Armenian Studies (SAS) 

Research on Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation 

 
1 ñUnited States Commission on International Religious Freedom ï 2022 Annual Reportò ï USCIRF 
(April 2022)  
2 Civil society groups such as RAA, Save Armenian Monuments, Monument Watch and AUA Artsakh 

Heritage Project have been raising awareness of these issues. 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26783
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2022%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://raa-am.org/en/home/
https://savearmenianmonuments.com/
https://monumentwatch.org/en/
https://artsakh-heritage.aua.am/
https://artsakh-heritage.aua.am/
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS:  

AIEA  W ORKSHOPS 

 

In view of the great success of previous workshops and in the 

hope of encouraging broader participation from the membership, the 

AIEA Committee is soliciting proposals for workshops to be organ-

ised in the years 2023/2024, albeit not coinciding with the General 

Conference that will take place in September 2024. 

Proposals for events to take place in the second half of 2023 are 

particularly encouraged, and Early Modern and Modern topics are 

especially welcome, although all applications relevant to the field of 

Armenian Studies (broadly defined) will be considered. 

The proponents will host the event with the support of their insti-

tutions and shoulder all organisational tasks, while the AIEA will 

contribute up to 3,000 euros to the organisation and offer scholarly 

support and networking opportunities. 

Proposals must be sent to the President, Prof. Valentina Calzolari 

(valentina.calzolari@unige.ch), with the Secretary (tara.andrews@univie.ac.at) 

and Treasurer (irene.tinti.82@gmail.com) in copy, before 30 April 2023. 

The dossier should include the names of the organiser(s) and host 

institutions, the title  and provisional structure of the proposed 

workshop (including length and number of participants), a short 

presentation of its topic, goals, and methodologies (max. 500 

words), possible dates, a provisional budget, and a statement con-

cerning other funding that has been obtained already or for which 

applications are pending. 

All members in good standing can apply, irrespective of their 

membership level, as long as they have the support of their host insti-

tutions and can obtain additional funding if needed. 

The committee remains at the membershipôs disposal for any clar-

ifications. 

 

AIEA Committee 

  

valentina.calzolari@unige.ch
tara.andrews@univie.ac.at
http://irene.tinti.82@gmail.com/
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15th General Conference of the Association Internationale des Études 
Arméniennes 

Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg 2-4 September 2021 
(Download programme and abstract here) 

Presidentôs Opening Speech 

Esteemed Guests, dear Colleagues and Friends, 

I have the privilege and the great personal pleasure to welcome 

you today to the 15th General Conference of the International Asso-

ciation of Armenian Studies. The General Conferences play a high-

ly important role in the life of our Association: at a periodic scale, 

they offer us, the membership, the opportunity to meet each other 

and share our common interests in Armenology along with the re-

sults of our current investigations in all aspects of Armenian Stud-

ies from Antiquity to the contemporary time. Last year we sadly 

had to cancel our conference due to the changing and challenging 

time caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. We were confident that 

we would be able to meet in September of this year, in Halle, in the 

prestigious venue of the National Academy of Sciences, the Leo-

poldina. Concerned by the fact that the health situation remained 

complicated, a few months ago, the AIEA committee and Professor 

Armenuhi Drost-Abgaryan, as a main organiser, along with the or-

ganising committee as a whole, decided to opt for an online confer-

ence. This is the first conference in the history of our Association 

which is completely conducted on a digital platform. I would like to 

express my warmest thanks to Professor Drost-Abgaryan for the 

capacity of adaptation that she showed in this particular context, 

and for ensuring all the technical needs. Dear Armenuhi, your name 

will be inscribed with a golden pen in the Annals of the AIEA, as 

the name of the first organiser ever of a General Conference of the 

Association conducted remotely. 

While the postponement of one year is regrettable, nevertheless, it 

does allow us to celebrate an important anniversary: the forty years 

https://wcms.itz.uni-halle.de/download.php?down=59945&elem=3365999
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since the foundation of the Association. Formally registered in the 

Netherlands in 1982, the founding act is rooted in 1981, and in 2011 

we celebrated the 30th anniversary, during the 11th General Confer-

ence which was held in Budapest. 

It was during a meeting at the Netherlands Institute of Advanced 

Studies, at Wassenaar, that Professors Michael Stone and Jos 

Weitenberg, soon assisted by Chris Burchard, took the initiative to 

create an Association for the promotion and coordination of Armeni-

an studies, an area of research which they knew to be promising. It 

was over a cup of coffee that this decision was made, following Nira 

Stoneôs suggestion, as Michael often likes to recall, and it is my 

pleasure to recall it, too. I had the honour of collaborating for years 

with this founding team, whose initiative and wise clairvoyance are 

to be praised. By the end of the 70s/early 80s, Armenian studies had 

received a new impetus, among other things through the creation of 

new chairs. If Armenian Studies were flourishing, at that time there 

was still little contact between the different researchers involved in 

the field. Hence the desire to create an association with the aim of 

coordinating the various Armenological activities, encouraging ex-

changes and collaborations and, in doing so, contributing to the pro-

motion of this field of study and research. Today we number more 

than 350 members. 

Forty years later, the field is still flourishing, as the large partici-

pation in the present Conference shows, but the challenges that con-

front us in the promotion of Armenian studies have significantly 

changed, as well as the means to promote contact using advanced 
technologies. This anniversary conference will give us a unique op-

portunity to think about the history and the mission of our Associa-

tion. I hope we will have a productive discussion on this subject dur-

ing the general meeting, on Friday. 

Coming back to the past, I would like to recall that the first invita-

tion to participate in the creation of the AIEA was addressed to col-

leagues in Europe and in the Middle East, and immediately received 

at least fourty favourable reactions, as a proof that this initiative re-

sponded to an expectation in the Armenian studies. Relations with 

colleagues in the United States were not neglected. The Society of 

Armenian Studies already existed, and it was decided that the two 
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associations would be independent ñsisterò organizations. Since then, 

good relations have been developed, and common initiatives have 

recently been supported by the AIEA jointly with the SAS and 

NAASR, as I will have the opportunity to mention in my report to 

the General Meeting, on Friday. 

One of the main goals of the Association from the beginning was 

to ensure the regular participation in our workshops and general con-

ferences of a number of colleagues from Armenia. The first guests 

were Gevorg Jahukyan and Edward Jrbashyan, who, in 1988, attend-

ed, as guests, the General Conference organized by the late professor 

Dirk van Damme, in Fribourg (Switzerland). At that time, there were 

no members of the Association in Soviet Armenia. One of the more 

important developments in these last years has been the enlargement 

of the membership in Armenia. This is an aspect that I would like to 

stress with the highest emphasis. Moreover, in 2014, for the first time 

in the history of our association, we have been invited, as an Asso-

ciation, by an Armenian institution. The late director of the Matena-

daran, Hrachia Tamrazyan, himself a member, co-organized the 13th 

General conference in Armenia. That conference was an important 

step which paved the way to strengthen the relationships of the Asso-

ciation with the academic world in Armenia, and in particular with 

the Matenadaran. In recognition of this Armenian involvement and 

of the importance we place on the collaboration with Armenia, in 

2018, a distinguished colleague from Yerevan, Nazenie Garibian, 

was co-opted as a member of the Committee. I will have the pleasure 

to say more about the cooperation with the Matenadaran during the 

General Meeting.  

In the last few years, we have also received the first applications 

for membership from Turkish scholars, and this was a new develop-

ment that I would like to stress and to promote as well. I will say 

more in my report, on Friday. I also wish to highlight the recent ap-

plications of new members from Iran, Lebanon, and Israel. This 

presence of the AIEA in the Middle East is in line with the principles 

of the Association since its foundation and it is to be encouraged. 

The General Conference in Budapest that I just mentioned gave 

us the opportunity to foster the contacts with Armenologists and cen-

tres of Armenian Studies in Central Europe. The present Conference 
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gives us the chance to have a closer collaboration with the Armeno-

logical academic context in Germany, and in particular in Halle. It is 

an honour for the AIEA to be hosted by the Mesrop Center and the 

Martin Luther University in Halle-Wittenberg, where Armenology is 

part of the curriculum. It is my pleasure to stress the importance of 

the Mesrop Center for Armenian Studies, which is the only German 

centre specializing in Armenian studies. This is a centre of research 

and learning unique in Germany, and rare in the European academic 

context. Its founding director was Professor Hermann Goltz, who 

was an active member of the AIEA. Since 2010, the Centre has been 

led by its dynamic director, Professor Drost-Abgaryan. Founded in 

1998, in 2018-2019 it celebrated its 20th anniversary with a series of 

events and conferences. I trust you will join me in wishing to the 

Centre a long and prosperous life, and many more activities and in-

ternational collaborations, in addition to those it already has, includ-

ing with the AIEA. 

The present conference hosts around eighty-five people, coming 

from eighteen countries: Armenia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, the 

Czech Republic, France, Greece, Germany, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Ita-

ly, Lebanon, Poland, Russia, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States. This shows the very international character of the 

AIEA across three continents. This international character is also re-

lated to the variety of the languages of the communications, includ-

ing Armenian. 

The variety of the topics of the lectures listed in the program 

shows the richness and the diversification of research currently car-
ried out by AIEA members and, in a general way, the strength of 

Armenology itself. Several fields are covered, from ancient to mod-

ern times: art, literature, history, linguistics, philology, sociology, 

theology, and so on.  

As usual, keynote lectures are scheduled. I would like to express 

my heartfelt thanks to the guest speakers who accepted our invita-

tion: (in order) Dr Vahan Ter Ghevondyan, Prof. Christina Maranci, 

and Dr Vahé Tachjian. Their distinguished lectures will cover some 

of the topical subjects of investigation in the field of Armenian Stud-

ies, as usual for the Ancient, Medieval and Contemporary periods. 



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
32 

I would like to thank, especially, everyone who has contributed in 

one way or another to the organisation and success of this confer-

ence. The main organiser, professor Drost-Abgaryan, and the mem-

bers of the organising and scientific committees: Dr Bálint Kovács 

(Budapest / Halle), Ms Uta Koschmieder (Leipzig / Halle), Dr André 

Höhn (Halle), Dr Hakob Matevosyan (Leipzig), Ms Sirarpi Movsis-

yan (Leipzig), Michael Spinka (Halle), Prof. Hacik Gazer (N¿rnberg 

/ Erlangen), Prof. Jost Gippert (Frankfurt a. M. / Hamburg), Dr 

Meline Pehlivanian (Berlin), jointly with all the AIEA committee 

members. 

Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors of the Conference ï the 

German Research Foundation (DFG) and the Leibniz Institute for the 

History and Culture of Eastern Europe (GWZO) ï and to all the es-

teemed guests who will honour us with a welcome address: the Hon-

ourable Minister for Economy, Science and Digitalisation of Saxony-

Anhalt, Armin Willingmann; his Excellency the Ambassador of the 

Republic of Armenia, Ashot Smbatyan; the Director of the Leibniz 

Institute for the History and Culture of Eastern Europe, Professor 

Christian L¿bke. Last but not least, I am also deeply grateful to all 

the participants who have gathered for this major event.  

I am confident that this conference will provide impactful out-

comes and I wish you all fruitful discussions and exchanges. Thank 

you for your kind attention. 

 

Prof. Valentina Calzolari 

AIEA President 

2 September 2021 

  



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
33 

Assembl®e g®n®rale de lôAIEA 
3 septembre 2021, 17h30 (online) 

 
Ordre du jour  

 
 
1. Acceptation de lôordre du jour 
2. Approbation du proc̄s-verbal de la dernīre assembl®e g®n®rale 
(Oxford, 11 ao¾t 2017), publi® dans Newsletter 53, p. 23-25 
3. Lecture et approbation du rapport de la Pr®sidente 
4. Lecture et approbation du rapport de la Secr®taire 
5. Lecture et approbation du rapport de la Tr®sorī re 
6. Elections (voir: Appel ̈  candidatures, envoy® avec un email 
s®par® aux membres effectifs de lôAIEA) 
7. Approbation des nouveaux membres de lôAssociation (la liste sera 
communiqu®e sur place) 
8. Propositions individuelles et divers 
 

 
 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Acceptance of the agenda 
2. Approval of the minutes of the previous General Meeting (Ox-
ford, 11 August 2017), published in Newsletter 53, p. 23-25  
3. Presentation and approval of the Presidentôs report 
4. Presentation and approval of the Secretaryôs report 
5. Presentation and approval of the Treasurerôs report 
6. Elections (see Call for nomination sent to the Regular members of 
the AIEA with a separate email) 
7. Approval of new members of the Association (a list will be com-
municated at the meeting) 
8. Proposals and any other business 

  

https://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/AIEA_Newsletter_53.pdf
https://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/AIEA_Newsletter_53.pdf
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Rapport de la Présidente 

depuis lôAssembl®e G®n®rale du 11 ao¾t 2017 (Oxford) 

Ce rapport rend compte des activit®s de lôAIEA depuis la derni¯re 

Assemblée générale (Oxford, 11 août 2017) et porte sur la période 

allant du mois dôao¾t 2017 au mois dôao¾t 2021. Je vous communi-

querai notamment des informations sur les points suivants : 

1. réunions et composition du comité ; 

2. membres ; 

3. finances ; 

4. lettres et prises de position officielles;  

5. activit®s et projets de lôAssociation, et notamment :  

a. Conférence générale ; 

b. workshops (organisés ou à venir) et Actes de colloque ; 

c. projet éditorial de la série History of Armenian Studies 

(Brill)  ; 

d. projet ñKarabagh-Artsakh onlineò ; 

e. projet de bibliographie raisonnée des membres, online ; 

6. moyens de communication : Newsletter, website, liste 

AIEA@telf, Facebook ; 

7. collaborations. 

1. Réunions et composition du comité 

Je vous informe que le comit® sôest r®uni le 12 ao¾t 2017, ¨ Oxford ; 

le 27 août 2018, à Vienne ; le 23 février 2019, à Genève ; dôautres r®u-

nions ont eu lieu par la voie télématique le 27 avril et le 17 septembre 
2020, ainsi que le 3 mai, le 31 juillet et le 26 août 2021. Une réunion du 

Steering committee du projet History of Armenian Studies avec les res-

ponsables du volume sur la linguistique a eu lieu le 2 juillet 2020. Une 

r®union du Steering committee du projet ñKarabagh-Artsakh onlineò a 

eu lieu le 31 juillet 2021. A cela sôaccompagne un intense travail 

dô®changes par courriel. 

Depuis la dernière Assemblée générale, la composition du comité a 

connu quelques changements, régulièrement annoncés par les moyens 

de communication habituels de notre Association (cf. § 6) : 



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
35 

- deux membres ont été élus pour le triennium 2018-2020 : Marco 

Bais (Editor du Newsletter) et Irene Tinti (Trésorière) ; 

- deux membres ont été cooptés pour la période 2018-2020 : Nazé-

nie Garibian (responsable du compte arménien et des finances concer-

nant les membres dôArm®nie) et Bernard Coulie (responsable du site 

web de lôAIEA et membre du Steering committee de la s®rie History of 
Armenian Studies) ; en 2018, le comité a également coopté Tara An-

drews en tant que Secrétaire adjointe, appelée à seconder Theo M. van 

Lint, Secr®taire principal jusquô¨ la fin de son mandat, ¨ la fin de 2018. 

Je tiens ici ¨ rappeler lôengagement de Theo au sein du comit® de 

lôAIEA pendant des d®cennies, en tant qu'Editor du Newsletter, puis 

Tr®sorier et, ensuite, Secr®taire. Quôil trouve ici lôexpression de toute 

notre gratitude pour son d®vouement ¨ lôAssociation ; 

- trois membres ont été élus pour le triennium 2019-2021 : T. An-

drews (Secrétaire), Alessandro Orengo et moi-même (Présidente). Des 

élections pour ces trois positions, arrivant à échéance le 31 décembre, 

sont en cours.  

Comme annonc® dans lôappel ¨ candidatures (envoy® par courriel 

aux membres effectifs le 3 ao¾t 2021), A. Orengo nôa pas souhaité se 

porter candidat pour un nouveau mandat. Je tiens à le remercier vive-

ment pour son activité au sein du comité. On lui doit, entre autres, la 

conception et la co-organisation, en 2018, du premier workshop de 

lôAIEA en Arm®nie1, à Gumri, workshop dont les Actes ont été rapi-

dement publiés (cf. § 5b). Déjà auparavant, Alessandro avait accepté de 

reprendre la direction du volume sur la linguistique pour la série Histo-

ry of Armenian Studies, que le regrett® Jos Weitenberg nôavait pas ®t® 
en mesure de mener à bien (cf. § 5c) ; 

- M. Bais et I. Tinti ont été réélus pour le triennium 2021-2023 ; 

- le mandat de N. Garibian et B. Coulie comme membres cooptés a 

été renouvelé pour la période 2021-2023. 

- Je rappelle encore que, depuis 2017, Anna Sirinian et Claude Cox 

sont membres du sous-comité des élections et que le Steering com-

mittee du projet History of Armenian Studies est composé de B. Coulie 

 
1 Après la Conférence générale qui a eu lieu à Erevan (Matenadaran) les 9-11 octobre 2014. 
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et moi-m°me. Roland Telfeyan, d®sormais ñFather Garabedò, reste le 

modérateur efficace de la liste net de l'AIEA. 

Je tiens à remercier chaleureusement les collègues pour le travail as-

sur® en vue du bon fonctionnement de lôAIEA, travail qui se fait tou-

jours dans un esprit de collégialité et de dévouement à la promotion de 

notre mission, ce dont je me réjouis tout particulièrement. 

2. Membres 

a) Nouveaux membres 

Des informations détaillées vous seront fournies par la Secrétaire. 

Pour ma part, je tiens à souligner que, depuis la dernière Assemblée gé-

n®rale, de nombreuses personnes ont adh®r® ¨ lôAssociation. Je rappel-

lerai, entre autres, que lôadh®sion de nouveaux membres a ®t® r®cem-

ment propos®e pour approbation ¨ lôattention des membres effectifs le 

30 juin dernier, par correspondance. Dix-sept autres candidatures vous 

seront soumises lors de cette Assemblée générale. Je me réjouis de cet 

®largissement continuel de lôAIEA. Je souligne, entre autres, lôadh®sion 

de nouveaux membres dôArm®nie, ainsi que de Turquie, Iran, Liban et 

Isra±l. Cette pr®sence de lôAIEA au Moyen Orient est ¨ encourager ; 

elle r®pond, dôailleurs, aux principes fondateurs de lôAIEA depuis sa 

fondation (cf. Statut, art. 3).  

b) Nécrologies 

Côest avec le cîur lourd que jôai le triste devoir de vous rappeler la 

disparition de plusieurs membres : Bernard Bichakjian, Christoph Bur-

chard (Trésorier fondateur de lôAIEA), Peter Halfter, Robert Hewsen, 

Martine Hovhanessian, Anahide Ter Minassian, Robert Thomson (Pa-

tron member de lôAIEA) et, tr¯s r®cemment, Moreno Morani et George 

Bournoutian. Lôannonce de leur disparition a ®t® donn®e ¨ travers la 

liste AIEA-telf ; des nécrologies ont été et seront publiées dans les 

pages du Newsletter. Jôai ®galement ®crit, au nom du comit®, une lettre 

personnelle de condol®ances ¨ Mme Burchard, qui môavait envoy® un 

faire-part pour me communiquer la triste nouvelle. Notre souvenir re-

connaissant et amical va à ces collègues disparus. Je vous invite  ̈

quelques moments de silence et de recueillement en leur hommage.  
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c) Nouveau patron member 

Côest en revanche avec joie que je vous informe que le professeur 

Dickran Kouymjian est désormais Patron member de lôAIEA. Cette po-

sition lui a ®t® offerte par le Comit® en signe dôhommage et de recon-

naissance pour ses grands mérites dans le domaine des études armé-

niennes ainsi que pour son support constant aux activités de notre As-

sociation. Dickran nous a fait lôhonneur dôaccepter notre invitation au 

mois de janvier dernier.  

3. Finances 

Le rapport financier (du mois dôao¾t 2017 au mois dôao¾t 2021) 

vous sera présenté par la Trésorière I. Tinti. Je me limiterai à quelques 

consid®rations dôordre g®n®ral. Comme vous le savez, lôAIEA est une 

association à but non lucratif, dont le seul revenu est constitué par les 

cotisations de ses membres. Le comit®, dôentente avec Irene, a essay® 

de faciliter le plus possible un suivi régulier et les contacts avec les 

membres, ainsi que les moyens pour le règlement des cotisations. En 

particulier, lôintroduction dôun compte PayPal permet aux membres 

am®ricains de pouvoir payer sans difficult® ni pertes dôargent dans les 

virements bancaires. Quatre comptes sont gérés respectivement par B. 

Coulie (compte belge), N. Garibian (compte arménien), Agnès Ouzou-

nian (compte français), I. Tinti (compte italien). Je les remercie toutes 

et tous pour leur engagement.  

Je rappellerai encore que la r®alisation des projets de lôAIEA d®pend 

des démarches ponctuelles qui sont effectuées auprès de différents bail-

leurs de fonds. Lôorganisation de nos derni¯res activit®s nôaurait pas ®t® 

possible sans lôaide de plusieurs sponsors que je tiens ¨ mentionner: la 

Fondation Gulbenkian ; la Fondation Armenia et la Fondation des 

Frères Ghoukassiantz, à Genève ; le Knights of Vardan Fund for Ar-

menian Studies et NAASR, aux Etats-Unis ; le Consulat dôItalie et 

lôAssociation Family Care de Gumri, ainsi que le Minist¯re de la Cul-

ture de la R®publique dôArm®nie ; le Ministère de la Culture et le Mi-

nist¯re de lô£ducation et des Sciences de la R®publique dôArtsakh ; le 

German Research Foundation (DFG) et le Leibniz Institute for the His-

tory and Culture of Eastern Europe (Leipzig), qui ont généreusement 

soutenu cette Conf®rence g®n®rale. Au nom de lôAIEA, je remercie tr¯s 

vivement ces bienfaiteurs. 
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4. Lettres et prises de position officielles 

Pour donner suite ¨ une d®lib®ration prise lors de lôAssembl®e g®n®-

rale de 2017, à Oxford, des lettres de remerciement ont été adressées 

aux instances qui avaient permis lôorganisation de la XIVe Conférence 

générale (10-12 ao¾t 2017, Oxford) ainsi quô¨ R. Telfeyan.  

a) Budapest, CEU 

Comme décidé lors de la même Assemblée générale, le 15 sep-

tembre 2017 jôai adress® une lettre au Ministre de la Culture hongrois, 

Zolt§n Balog, pour exprimer notre solidarit® ¨ lô®gard des coll¯gues de 

la Central European University face aux menaces de fermeture de leur 

institution (cf. NL 53, p. 27).  

b) Karabagh et engagement de lôAIEA 

Presque une année après le déclenchement de la guerre de 2020, la 

situation du Karabagh reste des plus dramatiques. Le comit® de lôAIEA 

continue dô°tre attentif ; il a promu ou soutenu des initiatives, notam-

ment en défense du patrimoine arménien. Par un message officiel du 2 

octobre 2020, le comité a manifesté l'expression de sa solidarité entière 

à l'égard de nos collègues et de toute la population d'Artsakh et d'Ar-

ménie, en appelant à un cessez-le feu et au droit de la population civile 

de vivre en paix (cf. NL 55, p. 12-13). Je rappelle en outre le soutien 

accord® par lôAIEA, dôentente avec la Society of Armenian Studies 

(SAS) et la National Association for Armenian Studies and Research 

(NAASR), ¨ deux rapports pr®sent®s par lôArmenian Bar Association et 

le Saint-Si¯ge dôEtchmiadzin (en janvier et f®vrier 2021) ¨ lôOffice du 

Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droits de lôHomme, avec 

une requ°te dôintervention urgente en faveur de la protection de 
lôh®ritage culturel arm®nien (cf. NL 56, p. 13). 

c) Colloque sur le Caucase, Université de Aahrus  

Les ®changes sur la liste de lôAIEA ont ®t® r®cemment anim®s par 

une discussion autour de lôannonce dôun colloque sur le Caucase du 

Sud dans lôAntiquit®, colloque ne pr®voyant aucune participation de 

spécialistes dô®tudes arm®niennes (óCities on the Edge: Exploring Late 

Antique Urbanism in the Southern Caucasus [AD 300ï600]ô ; co-

organisation Universit® dôOxford & Universit® dôAahrus). Comme 

vous le savez, ce colloque a ®t® ensuite annul®. Comme je lôavais an-
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noncé dans la liste AIEA-telf, le comit® avait d®cid® quôune lettre indi-

viduelle aurait été envoyée par mes soins, en ma qualité de Présidente 

de lôAIEA, aux organisateurs de la rencontre. Jôai profit® de mon r®cent 

s®jour acad®mique ¨ Oxford aupr¯s de lôOriental Institute pour contac-

ter un des co-organisateurs, affili® ¨ cet Institut. Le coll¯gue môa r®pon-

du avec une longue lettre en expliquant lôorigine du colloque et en ex-

primant sa volonté de collaboration dans le domaine, tout en rappelant 

aussi ses collaborations précédentes avec des arménisant·e·s. 

Pour plus dôinformations sur les projets scientifiques de lôAIEA 

concernant le Karabagh, voir infra, § 5d. 

5. Activit®s et projets de lôAssociation  

a) Conférence générale 

Jôattendrai la fin de la conférence pour faire le bilan, mais je sou-

haite souligner dôores et d®j¨ quôenviron quatre-vingt-cinq partici-

pantĿeĿs sont inscritĿeĿs, provenant dôAllemagne, Arm®nie, Autriche, 

Belgique, Biélorussie, Etats-Unis, France, Grèce, Hongrie, Iran, Israël, 

Italie, Liban, Pologne, République Tchèque, Royaume-Uni, Russie, 

Suisse ; cela laisse transparaître, si besoin est, la dimension internatio-

nale de lôAIEA. Jôaimerais ®galement rappeler encore une fois que la 

conférence a été organisée par la professeure Armenuhi Drost-

Abgaryan, second®e par un comit® dôorganisation compos® du Dr. 

Bálint Kovács (Budapest / Halle), Mme Uta Koschmieder (Leipzig / 

Halle), Dr. Hakob Matevosyan (Leipzig), en collaboration avec Sirarpi 

Movsisyan (Leipzig), Dr Meline Pehlivanian (Berlin), Michael Spinka 

(Halle); Prof. Dr. Hacik Gazer (N¿rnberg / Erlangen), Prof. Dr. Jost 

Gippert (Frankfurt a. M. / Hamburg), Dr. André Höhn (Halle). Le co-

mit® de lôAIEA a collabor® activement avec les organisateurs et les or-

ganisatrices. Je tiens à remercier les membres du comit® dôorganisation 

pour leur travail en cette p®riode de lôann®e normalement r®serv®e aux 

vacances. Je les remercie surtout pour lôesprit dôadaptation avec lequel 

ils/elles ont su faire face aux nouvelles exigences imposées par la pan-

d®mie. Je me souviens encore de lôenthousiasme avec lequel Armenuhi 

avait annonc® ¨ Oxford, en 2017, son intention dôorganiser la XVe Con-

férence générale. Elle a dépensé son énergie non seulement dans la re-

cherche de fonds, mais également pour assurer à la conférence le siège 

prestigieux de lôAcad®mie Nationale des Sciences (Leopoldina). Côest 

tr¯s regrettable quôapr¯s tant dôefforts elle ne puisse pas avoir le plaisir 
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de nous accueillir à Halle. Elle restera néanmoins dans les annales de 

lôAssociation comme le premier membre de lôAIEA ¨ avoir organis® 

une Conférence générale online.  

b) Workshops et Actes de colloque 

Depuis la derni¯re Conf®rence g®n®rale de lôAIEA, dôautres mani-

festations ont ®t® organis®es. Deux workshops de lôAIEA ont eu lieu en 

octobre 2018 et un troisième en 2019 : 

- le colloque sur ñLes sciences et les savoirs en Arm®nie entre Ana-

nia Shirakatsi et Grigor Magistrosò, dont le projet initial avait ®t® an-

nonc® par A. Orengo ¨ Erevan lors de lôAssembl®e g®n®rale de 

lôAssociation, a eu lieu à Gumri  les 5-6 octobre 2018, grâce à 

lôorganisation dôA. Orengo lui-même, Federico Alpi, N. Garibian et Za-

rouhi Pogossian. La rencontre a réuni et mis en dialogue des spécia-

listes dôArm®nie et dôEurope. Malheureusement, un des participants, 

Grigor Brutian (chercheur au Matenadaran et ¨ lôObservatoire 

dôAstrophysique de Byurakan, sp®cialiste des anciens calendriers ar-

méniens) nous a quitté·e·s cette année. Je souhaite lui rendre hommage 

pour sa participation active à cet événement important de notre Asso-

ciation. Les Actes du colloque ont paru dans Orientalia Christiana Pe-
riodica 86/1 (2020), 7-220, sous la direction dôA. Orengo, F. Alpi, N. 

Garibian et Z. Pogossian. 

- Un workshop sur ñIl viaggio in Armenia dall'antichit¨ ai nostri gior-

niò a eu lieu ¨ lôUniversit® Caô Foscari de Venise les 29-30 octobre 2018, 

gr©ce ¨ lôorganisation assur®e par Aldo Ferrari, Giusto Traina et Isabelle 

Aug®. Les Actes viennent dô°tre publiés en accès libre dans le volume 17 

de la collection Eurasiatica (2021), sous la direction de A. Ferrari, Sona 

Haroutunyan et Paolo Lucca (https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/it/edizioni4/libri/978-

88-6969-498-5/). 

- Un colloque international a été organisé par l'AIEA en collabora-

tion avec le Matenadaran d'Erevan les 25-26 août 2019 dans la nou-

velle filiale du Matenadaran à Gandzasar, et avait pour th¯me ñArme-

nian Eastern Parts (Artsakh, Utik): History and Cultureò. Il r®unissait 

plusieurs chercheurs et chercheuses d'Europe, d'Arménie et du Kara-

bagh. Les Actes du colloque ont paru en 2020 dans le volume 29 du 

Banber Matenadarani (https://banber.matenadaran.am/download/ ʷʶˋʷʺ˕-

ˉʶ˔ʺˋʶʹʶ˕ʶˋˀ-Οςω-2020/ ). Je rappelle que ce projet avait été conçu 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/it/edizioni4/libri/978-88-6969-498-5/
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/it/edizioni4/libri/978-88-6969-498-5/
https://banber.matenadaran.am/download/բանբեր-մատենադարանի-№29-2020/
https://banber.matenadaran.am/download/բանբեր-մատենադարանի-№29-2020/
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d'entente avec le regretté directeur du Matenadaran, Hratchia 

Tamrazyan (membre de notre Association), lors de la XIIIe Conférence 

générale de l'AIEA (Erevan 2014). Il a été possible grâce à la collabora-

tion efficace de l'actuel directeur du Matenadaran, Vahan Ter-

Ghevondian (également membre de l'AIEA), de la directrice du Dépar-

tement des Relations Internationales, Varti Keshishyan, et de Sona Ba-

loyan, coordinatrice de la rencontre. Dans le contexte actuel, le souve-

nir de cette rencontre prend une signification toute particulière.  

- À la suite de ce colloque, le comité avait commencé à explorer la 

possibilit® dôun colloque sur Tigranakert, en collaboration avec Hamlet 

Petrosyan, membre de lôAIEA, qui nous avait fait part de sa disponibili-

t®. Le projet nôa pas pu °tre poursuivi à cause de la guerre du Haut-

Karabagh et de ses conséquences. 

- En d®cembre 2019, lors dôun s®jour ¨ Istanbul, jôai repris contact 

avec des collègues de la Sabancē University ; nous avions alors d®cid® 

de reprendre le projet de colloque sur ñLa femme dans lôEmpire otto-

man (XIXe-XXe si¯cle)ò. La pand®mie a malheureusement rendu im-

possible de poursuivre ce projet. 

Je vous rappelle que toute proposition de workshop reste possible 
de la part de chacun des membres de lôAIEA. Le comit® de lôAIEA 

reste ¨ lô®coute et assure son soutien. En plus des workshops organis®s 

par lôAIEA, ou en collaboration avec lôAIEA, nous pouvons accorder 

notre patronage ¨ dôautres manifestations. Parmi les colloques organis®s 

sous les auspices de lôAssociation depuis la derni¯re Assembl®e g®n®-

rale, je rappelle le workshop sur ñLôarte armena. Storia critica e nuove 

prospettiveò, organis® par lôUniversit® de Venise en f®vrier 2019. 

Plus dôune ann®e apr¯s le d®but de la COVID-19, qui nous a obli-

gé.e.s ̈  devenir cr®atifs dans lôaccomplissement de nos activit®s aca-

démiques à distance, de nouveaux défis se posent aussi dans 

lôaccomplissement de la mission de notre Association. Faut-il recourir 

davantage au moyen télématique pour promouvoir la coordination des 

activit®s de lôAIEA et, plus en g®n®ral, pour promouvoir les ®tudes ar-

méniennes ? Lôexp®rience de plus dôune ann®e nous a montr® les avan-

tages et désavantages des réunions à distance. Je vous invite à un mo-

ment de discussion autour de ce sujet à la fin de cette assemblée plé-

nière.  
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c) Projet éditorial de la série History of Armenian Studies (Brill) 

La parution, en 2014, du volume Armenian Philology in Modern 

Era [ed. V. Calzolari, with the collaboration of M.E. Stone : 

https://brill.com/view/title/23875] a marqu® lô®tape fondatrice dans la r®ali-

sation de la série History of Armenian Studies, qui constitue une sous-

série de la prestigieuse collection Handbuch der Orientalistik/Handbook 
of Oriental Studies (Section 8: Uralic & Central Asian Studies), chez 

Brill (http://www.brill.com/products/series/history-armenian-studies). 

Six autres volumes sont prévus. Je vous rappelle que, par ce projet, 

l'AIEA vise à faire un bilan des résultats atteints et des perspectives de 

recherche à poursuivre dans différents domaines de l'arménologie. Il 

sôagit dôun projet de large envergure dont la r®alisation nôest pas ais®e. 

Elle dépend non seulement du travail des responsables des volumes et 

de la collaboration des contributeurs et contributrices sollicité·e·s, mais 

aussi de la nécessité de pourvoir les différents chapitres jugés indispen-

sables pour couvrir la matière de chaque volume. Le Steering com-

mittee, et le comité dans son ensemble, accordent leur soutien entier, 

scientifique et financier (dans les limites des possibilités de notre Asso-

ciation), en vue de lôach¯vement du projet.  

Les différents responsables viennent de me fournir des informations 

mises ¨ jour, qui ont fait ou feront lôobjet de discussion au sein du co-

mité. Je me limite à rappeler de façon concise les données principales : 

- Le processus de révision du volume sur la linguistique, sous la di-

rection de A. Orengo et I. Tinti, avance régulièrement et la presque to-

talité des chapitres, révisés ou en cours de révision, est entre leurs 

mains. Une nouvelle r®vision de lôensemble sera encore n®cessaire ¨ la 

fin de cette année avant de remettre le manuscrit ¨ lô®diteur en vue 

dôune parution esp®r®e pour 2022.  

- Le volume sur lôhistoire antique et médiévale est également bien 

avancé. Il est dirigé par G. Traina et, depuis 2019, par Anahide Kéfé-

lian, qui a repris en main le travail dôuniformisation éditoriale du ma-

nuscrit. Trois chapitres ont nécessité une refonte totale ; elle a été effec-

tu®e pour deux dôentre eux. Les responsables du volume comptent re-

mettre le manuscrit dans la deuxième moitié de 2022 ; une publication 

sera ainsi possible en 2023. 

https://brill.com/view/title/23875
http://www.brill.com/products/series/history-armenian-studies
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- Le volume sur lôhistoire de la littérature, dirigé par Emilio Bon-

figlio et Th. van Lint, devrait être le troisième à paraître. Emilio et Theo 

môont transmis des informations et un plan de travail d®taill®s : une 

première partie des contributions a été reçue ; dôautres ont ®t® assur®es ; 

dôautres chapitres, sur un total de 34 pr®vus, attendent de trouver unĿe 

auteur·e. Les différents collaborateurs et collaboratrices seront contac-

té.e.s dans le courant du mois de septembre. Les deux responsables du 

volume consacreront leurs efforts dans le but dôune parution en 2023. 

- A. Ferrari a récemment repris la direction du volume sur lôhistoire 

moderne et contemporaine, en collaboration avec Paolo Lucca. Le 

titre provisoire est Problems of Armenian History from Early Modern 

Times to Our Days. A. Ferrari et G. Traina ont eu une réunion de tra-

vail, afin de préciser les limites chronologiques des deux volumes et 

leur harmonisation. Il a ®t® convenu quôun chapitre sur lôhistoire arm®-

nienne aux XVIe-XVIIe siècles passe désormais dans ce deuxième vo-

lume. A. Ferrari vient de fournir, pour discussion, au comit® de lôAIEA 

un projet détaillé. Les contributeurs et contributrices seront ensuite con-

tact®ĿeĿs, avec une proposition dô®ch®ance pour la remise des chapitres 

fixée à la fin de 2022.  

- En 2017, le comité avait confié à M. Bais la direction du volume 

sur Religion, Thought, Science and interactions with neighbouring 

cultures. Les premières contributions ont été sollicitées ; dôautres le se-

ront prochainement. 

- La direction du volume sur lôhistoire des arts a été récemment 

prise par N. Garibian. 

Je remercie ici les responsables des volumes et les contributeurs et 

contributrices pour leur travail et je confie dans leurs efforts pour le 

respect de ce planning. 

d) Projet ñKarabagh-Artsakh onlineò 

Pour r®pondre ¨ la distorsion voire au manque dôinformations sur le 

Karabagh et, plus en général, sur le Caucase du Sud, le comité a ré-

cemment con­u, ¨ mon initiative, un projet online. Il sôagit dôinviter dif-

férent·e·s spécialistes à écrire de courtes notices liées à ce domaine. 

Elles seront t®l®charg®es sur le site web de lôAIEA, afin de leur per-

mettre la plus ample diffusion. Le but est dôatteindre non seulement la 

communauté savante, mais aussi un plus large public, souvent deman-
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deur dôinformations pr®cises afin de pouvoir sôorienter dans des ques-

tions scientifiques qui font lôobjet, surtout depuis la guerre de 2020, 

dôune instrumentalisation. Un comité de pilotage a été récemment créé. 

Jôai le privil¯ge de pouvoir compter sur la collaboration de M. Bais, B. 

Coulie et N. Garibian. 

e) Projet de bibliographie raisonnée des membres, online 

Chaque année, M. Bais reçoit des informations sur les publications 

récentes des membres, régulièrement publiées dans le Newsletter. Dans 

certains cas, le comité a sollicité et publié des bibliographies complètes 

des membres. Sur la base de lôexistence de ces informations et de celles 

¨ venir, le comit® r®fl®chit actuellement ¨ lôopportunit® de la cr®ation 

dôun projet de bibliographie raisonn®e, ¨ publier et mettre ¨ jour r®gu-

li¯rement online (cf. Statut de lôAIEA, art. 5b). Il ne sôagit pas de pr®-

tendre à lôexhaustivit® dans tous les domaines de lôarm®nologie ï un tel 

projet demanderait des forces qui dépassent nos capacités ï, mais de 

profiter des matériaux existant et de la collaboration des membres pour 

cr®er une riche base dôinformations. Pour que cette bibliographie soit 

utile, il faut quôelle soit raisonn®e et interrogeable. Des discussions pr®-

alables ont été entamées au sein du comité. Nous avons également eu 

des premiers contacts avec Chahan Vidal Gorène, responsable du projet 

Calfa. Il faut en outre quôelle re­oive la collaboration active des 

membres ; nous pourrons prendre un moment dô®change ¨ ce sujet ¨ la 

fin de cette assemblée. 

6. Moyens de communication de lôAIEA 

a) Newsletter 

Depuis la dernière conférence générale, vous avez reçu quatre nu-
méros du Newsletter (53-56), chacun comptant plus de 150 pages. 

Grâce au travail efficace de M. Bais, une parution régulière annuelle est 

assur®e. Je môen r®jouis beaucoup et je tiens ¨ le remercier chaleureu-

sement pour ce travail remarquable. Côest une mine dôinformations que 

Marco nous transmet, grâce à votre collaboration. Comme vous le sa-

vez, il envoie régulièrement des appels à contribution aux membres ; de 

nouvelles rubriques nous permettent désormais de mieux faire connaître 

nos activités et publications. Le comité encourage tout particulièrement 

les jeunes chercheurs et les jeunes chercheuses (doctorant·e·s et post-

doctorant·e·s) à présenter leurs projets en cours. Des brefs articles, tels 
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que des comptes rendus de livres et de colloques, ou des présentations 

de projets de recherche, restent toujours possibles.  

b) Website 

Parmi nos moyens de communication est à rappeler le site web, qui 

est gracieusement h®berg® par lôUniversit® Catholique de Louvain et di-

rigé par B. Coulie, que je tiens à remercier ici (http://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/fr/). 

c) Liste AIEA-telf 

La liste-net constitue le troisi¯me organe dôinformation de lôAIEA. 

Ces dernières années, elle a pu être développée grâce aux efforts régu-

liers du père Telfeyan, ̈ qui vont tous nos remerciements. 

d) Facebook  

Depuis 2017, lôAIEA poss¯de ®galement une page Facebook, admi-

nistr®e par I. Tinti. Quôelle soit ici remerci®e pour sa collaboration dans 

la diffusion de nos activités. 

Collaborations  

a) Collaboration avec lôArm®nie 

Je ne reviendrai pas ici sur les informations que jôai d®j¨ communi-

quées à propos des projets récents ou à venir (cf. § 5b). Je tiens à souli-

gner que le comité tient beaucoup à préserver une collaboration régu-

li¯re et active avec les institutions acad®miques dôArm®nie. Le comit® 

de lôAIEA souhaite pouvoir intensifier, dans les ann®es  ̈venir, le rap-

port privilégié avec le Matenadaran noué en 2014 et renouvelé en 2019, 

ainsi quôavec dôautres centres dô®tudes arm®niennes en Arm®nie. 

b) Istanbul 

Si le projet de colloque avec lôUniversit® Sabanci mentionn® plus 

haut nôa pas pu °tre r®alis®, jôesp¯re que les contacts avec les parte-

naires de Turquie pourront être maintenus. À propos des études armé-

niennes en Turquie, je rappelle que depuis 2019-2020, grâce au support 

de la Fondation Gulbenkian, lôUniversit® Boĵazi­i offre une position de 

chargé de cours invité dans le domaine des études arméniennes. Le 

premier titulaire a été E. Bonfiglio (2019-20). Un membre du corps 

acad®mique de cette universit® est membre effectif de lôAssociation. Il 

http://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/fr/
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importe que nous soutenions ce développement des études arméniennes 

avec les moyens qui sont les nôtres.  

c) Organisations sîurs en Europe et aux Etats-Unis 

Fidèle ̈  sa vocation internationale, tout en coordonnant principa-

lement les activités arm®nologiques en Europe, lôAIEA vise  ̈une col-

laboration étroite avec les autres associations et centres européens et 

am®ricains. Lôoccasion môest offerte pour souligner lôimportance que 

nous accordons à la collaboration avec la Société des Études Armé-

niennes (SEA), la Society for the Armenian Studies (SAS) et la Natio-

nal Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR). En 

plus des informations déjà offertes plus haut, je souhaite rappeler que 

le 3 octobre 2020, ¨ lôinvitation de Marc Mamigonian (Directeur aca-

démique de NAASR), Bedross Der Matossian (Président de la SAS) et 

moi-même avons pu présenter nos considérations et réflexions sur 

lôavenir des ®tudes arm®niennes, ainsi que sur le rôle de nos associa-

tions dans ce contexte, au Zoom panel ñDynamism Worldwide in Ar-

menian Studies Todayò, lors de la 66e Assembl®e g®n®rale annuelle de 

NAASR. Celle-ci a été une occasion importante de partage avec les 

collègues américains.  

 

Comme mot de la fin, j'aimerais souligner la vitalité de notre As-

sociation. Le grand nombre de participants et la variété des sujets 

présentés à cette conférence générale en sont, une fois de plus, un 

miroir fidèle. 

 

 

Valentina Calzolari 

Pr®sidente de lôAIEA 

  



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
47 

Secretaryôs Report to the General Meeting 

1. Membership Increase. 

The Associationôs membership has continued to grow in the course 

of the past three years, and we especially welcome the steady increase 

of members from Armenia. At the moment we have 357 members in 

total, of whom 154 are regular, patron, or honorary members, 108 asso-

ciate members, 65 student members, and 30 retired members. Since 

2017 there have been 20 new regular members admitted (two of whom 

had been student members), 7 new associate members and 10 new stu-

dent members; I extend a particularly warm welcome to any of these 

new members who may be attending today. In addition to this we have 

12 candidates for regular membership, two candidates for associate 

membership, and three candidates for student membership to be put to 

the members for approval at this meeting.  

2. Membership Categories and Fees 

The secretary would like to re-iterate the membership structure and 

application procedure. There are three categories of membership: stu-

dent, associate, and regular. Student members who finish their studies 

should notify the Secretary of this, or should reply to the Treasurerôs 

notice of fees due to request the change of status; they will automatical-

ly become associate members. These members are, of course, welcome 

to apply for regular membership at any time thereafter. 

According to the statutes of the AIEA (art. 6a), regular membership 

is reserved to those for whom Armenian Studies is an integral part of 

their academic discipline: 

Article 6a: ñPour quôun candidat devienne membre effectif de 
lôAssociation il faut que lôarm®nologie fasse partie int®grante de sa dis-

cipline scientifique.ò To ascertain this the AIEA committee looks at the 

track record of professional activities and academic publications as giv-

en on the CV, and relies on the letters of the regular members who have 

supported the candidate. 

Associate membership is open to anyone with a demonstrated inter-

est in Armenian studies, regardless of whether it is an integral part of 

their academic discipline, as written in the article 6c: ñLes membres as-
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sociés sont acceptés préalablement par le comité après présentation de 

leur candidature par deux membres effectifs, sur base de leur intérêt 

manifeste pour les ®tudes arm®niennes.ò 

All members of the Association receive the newsletter and other 

communication, and all members in good standing, especially concern-

ing payment of their fees, have the right to take part the meetings of the 

Association. Voting rights are reserved to regular members in good 

standing. 

Iôd like to add a quick reminder of the application procedure for 

membership. All applications should include the application form, 

which is available from the Secretary upon request, a short letter of mo-

tivation, and a CV. Application for regular membership and for new 

associate membership (for those who were not student members) also 

require two letters of support from regular members. 

According to the statutes, art. 6c, at each of its meetings, the com-

mittee examines the completed applications that have come in in the 

meantime and decides the status based on the documents we have re-

ceived. When the committee has approved a candidate, the candidate is 

nominated for membership and submitted for ratification to all regular 

members, either though the AIEA list or (as today) at a General Meet-

ing. When the ratification is done via email, a lack of objection is taken 

as approval, as explicitly announced in the email/circular; when there 

are objections, then the majority prevails. 

The presentation of candidates and vote of approval will take place 

in the reserved portion of todayôs General Meeting. 

3. New members 

The Committee proposes 17 colleagues for membership in the cate-

gories mentioned. Their approval was deferred until the reserved por-

tion of the meeting (see p. 54 of this Newsletter). 

 

Tara L. Andrews 

Univesity of Vienna 

3 September 2021 
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M INUTES OF THE GENERAL M EETING  OF THE AIEA  

Friday 3 September 2021, 5:30pm, via Zoom 

 

 

Committee present: V. Calzolari, T. Andrews, I. Tinti, N. Garibian, A. 

Orengo (M. Bais, B. Coulie absent). 53 members present in total. 

 

The General Meeting was opened by the President at 17:43 (delayed 

from 17:30 due to the need to check the online systems for voting dur-

ing the meeting). 

1. Agenda of the meeting and mode of proceeding was explained 

by the President, with the points 6-7 moved after 8, due to the 

need to restrict voting to full members and the desire to allow a 

full exchange of information between all members in attend-

ance regardless of their membership status. The order of the 

Agenda was approved. 

2. The minutes of the previous General Meeting (Oxford, 11 Au-

gust 2017), published in Newsletter 53, p. 23-25 and circulated 

by email in the notice of convocation, were approved by regu-

lar members in the reserved portion of the meeting.  

3. The President gave her report (see p. 34-46 of this Newsletter). 
Questions and feedback were invited immediately, while a vote 

for approval was deferred until the reserved portion of the 

meeting. Michael Stone congratulates the President on a won-

derful report. 

4. The Secretary gave her report (see p. 47-48 of this Newsletter). 
Questions and feedback were invited immediately, while a vote 

for approval was deferred until the reserved portion of the 
meeting. 

5. The Treasurer projected a summary of the balance on each and 

all accounts as of the previous (2017) and current (2021) GCs, 

and as of the committee meetings of the intervening years 

(2018, 2019, 2020, 2021). She also detailed the most relevant 

expenses (Workshop Gyumri 2018; Workshop on Armenian 

Art, Venice; Proofreading for the Brill volume on Linguistics). 

She finally invited all members to pay their fees and recapped 

the relevant information. Questions and feedback were invited 

https://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/AIEA_Newsletter_53.pdf
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immediately, while a vote for approval was deferred until the 

reserved portion of the meeting.  

6. Proposals and any other business 

a. R. Peroomian: has been thinking about the violations 

and ravages currently occurring in Azerbaijan & Tur-

key toward cultural edifices. She has seen so many 

beautiful presentations about cultural heritage, and 

everyone is concerned about damage & vandalism to 

this. She proposes a communiqué expressing our con-

cerns about this, in our role as an organization that is 

dealing with Armenian ancient, medieval, and modern 

culture. 

V. Calzolari repeats what she stressed in French in the 

Presidentôs report: as a scholarly association we must 

give our support for the preservation of this heritage; 

part of this involves collaboration in order to spread 

correct information. The more we spread good infor-

mation, the more we can help to support. She stressed 

that together with SAS & NAASR, the AIEA have 

signed a statement (see p. 20-26 of this Newsletter), re-

ceived reports from the Armenian Bar Association and 

expressed its support. We are not a political organiza-

tion but we do have to give the strongest possible aca-

demic answer. This is one of the reasons why it is very 

important, among other things, to disseminate infor-

mation via the Artsakh Online project (see Presidentôs 

Report, p. 43-44 of this Newsletter). V.C. also men-

tioned that she was in touch with another group of col-

leagues in the US who are also trying to connect the 

academics in order to find a good way to coordinate 

our scientific initiatives on this matter.  

b. H. Georgelin: cooperation with reliable institutions and 

colleagues in Turkey is also important, as the President 

had also stressed in her report (see p. 45-46 of this 

Newsletter). 

c. J. Gippert: together with J. Dum-Tragut, he is editing a 

handbook on Caucasian Albania because its historical 

existence is a matter of political interest. This is espe-
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cially critical when churches of 11th c. are being de-

clared ñnot Armenianò for political reasons. The hand-

book should appear next year with contributions by 

AIEA members and others. Additionally, from April 

next year, his new ERC project on development of lit-

eracy in Caucasian territories will begin; there will also 

be many aspects concerning Armenian palaeography, 

literary development, and so on. 

d. T. van Lint: notes that the last update to Thomsonôs 
bibliography of Armenian literature was in 2005, ob-

serves that he understands that a new update was in 

preparation by Peter Cowe, and proposes that the 

committee asks for an update. Committee agrees (but 

see points (g-h) below). 

e. E. Bonfiglio: recently spent a year in Turkey at 

Boĵazi­i University, thus would like to report on 

firsthand experience with situation there with respect 

to Armenian studies. There are people very eager to 

collaborate and support our cause, including many col-

leagues at Boĵazi­i fluent in Armenian; E.B. was in-

vited frequently to speak about eastern Christianity, 

and had a very receptive audiences of students, espe-

cially those with mixed heritage. 

f. C. Maranci: announces a new exhibition at Tufts on 

Armenian liturgical textiles, many of which are part of 

the collection in Watertown: 

https://artgalleries.tufts.edu/blog/news/2021/01/30/con

necting-threads-survivor-objects/  

g. G. Grigoryan: adds a short point concerning the bibli-

ographic project raised by T. van Lint. She is currently 

finishing editing a bibliography of Ejmiacin publica-

tions since the foundation of the printing house in 1771 

until 1920. Project was done in 2012-13 in collabora-

tion with Armenian national library, Matenadaran, and 

Ejmiacin; it should have been published on 200th anni-

versary of printing, but was postponed so will now 

commemorate 250th anniversary of the printing house. 

https://artgalleries.tufts.edu/blog/news/2021/01/30/connecting-threads-survivor-objects/
https://artgalleries.tufts.edu/blog/news/2021/01/30/connecting-threads-survivor-objects/
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This will be a detailed bibliography, not just list of 

publications but colophons & prefaces. 

h. L. Chookaszian: has heard with interest that a project 

is planned concerning a bibliography of Armenian art. 

Question: will it include only articles & books in Eu-

ropean languages, or will it also include publications 

from Armenia? If the latter, how will collection of the 

ocean of Armenian scholarship published in periodi-

cals in the diaspora be managed? This is an immense 

volume of articles which are never seen, never read nor 

cited. 

V. Calzolari clarifies again that the suggested project 

submitted for discussion to the membership during the 

GM was not a project of having a complete bibliog-

raphy, for which we donôt have resources, but rather of 

gathering in a more structured and visible way a bibli-

ography of publications by AIEA members. This is 

nevertheless interesting information, and the commit-

tee would be glad for a report for the newsletter about 

publications on Art history. 

i. M. Mamigonean: brings attention of the membership 

to the Times Higher Education article of 22 July on the 

Nizami Ganjavi Centre at Oxford and questions about 

its financing.  

j. M. Stone: notes that the patriarchate in Jerusalem has 

an extraordinary collection of Armenian printed matter 

of 19th c., along with the Mekhitarist libraries. 

 

Open part of the meeting closed at 19:20. 

Reserved meeting for regular members only opened immediately after. 

Approval of the § 2-5 and 7 of the Agenda; elections (§ 6 of the 

Agenda). 

Voting: An online voting system provided by the University of Halle 

was used. The process was explained. For the point 2-5 and 7 of the 

Agenda, the members had to express explicitly their approval, or rejec-

tion, or abstention. For the elections (point 6 of the Agenda), see the 

relevant remarks below (point 5). Due to the nature of the online voting 
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system, if a member was present but cast no vote, that member is obvi-

ously not included in the count. 

1. The minutes of the 2017 GM (§ 2 of the Agenda) were ap-

proved with 28 votes for and 2 explicit abstentions.  

2. The Presidentôs report (Ä 3 of the Agenda) was approved unan-
imously with 28 votes. 

3. The Secretaryôs report (Ä 4 of the Agenda) was approved unan-
imously with 28 votes. 

4. The Treasurerôs report (Ä 5 of the Agenda) was approved with 
26 votes and 3 abstentions. 

5. Elections (§ 6 of the Agenda). V. Calzolari explains withdraw-

al of Andrews from ballot; Andrews will be co-opted which 

will allow two of the three new candidates to take the two 

elected posts. V.C. expresses her satisfaction and the satisfac-

tion of the committee as a whole to have more dynamic in-

volvement by the members. A. Sirinian, as a member (with C. 

Cox) of the Nominating Committee, takes the floor to moder-

ate the elections. She explains the process and reads the report 

of the Nominating Committee recalling that on August 3, a 

Call for nominations was issued for the position of President as 

well as for two open positions in the Committee. In response to 

the Call for Nominations, one person was nominated for the 

President Elections, and three persons have been nominated for 

the position of the Committee Members. 

a. President. There is one nominee, V. Calzolari. Due to 

the fact that no one else was nominated for this posi-

tion, the Nominating Committee recommend that V. 

Calzolari be reelected as President of the AIEA; the 

members were invited to express their approval, or re-

jection, or abstention of this recommendation. The re-

election of V.C. is unanimous with 29 votes.  

b. Members of the committee. There are three nominees: 

Emilio Bonfiglio, Benedetta Contin, Robin Meyer. A. 

Sirinian reads a short presentation for each of them be-

fore proceeding with the voting. The members had the 

possibility to vote for a maximum of up two candi-

dates; they could also express their abstention. Bon-
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figlio and Meyer receive 18 votes each, Contin re-

ceived 15 votes; there are two abstentions. Bonfiglio 

and Meyer are elected.  

6. Approval of 17 new members of the Association. The Secre-

tary presented each prospective member for approval; mem-

bers could be approved by consensus if no one objected or by 

ballot if any regular member requested one. All members were 

approved by consensus. See the list below. 

Meeting is adjourned by the President at 20:33. 

 

New members elected to the AIEA 

For REGULAR membership: 

¶ Dr. Anahit Avagyan (Matenadaran and Catholic University 

Eichstätt-Ingolstadt) 

¶ Dr. Antranig Dakessian (Haygazian University in Beirut) 

¶ Dr. Karen Hamada (University of Tokyo) 

¶ Dr. Sona Haroutyunian (Caô Foscari University of Venice)  

¶ Dr. Hasmik Hovhannisyan (History Museum of Armenia) 

¶ Dr. Karen Jallatyan (Pázmány Péter Catholic University) 

¶ Dr. Petr Kocharov (Russian Academy of Sciences and Julius-

Maximilian University of Würzburg) 

¶ Dr. Balint Kovács (Pázmány Péter Catholic University) 

¶ Dr. Nicholas Matheou (Armenian Institute, London) 

¶ Dr. Talin Suciyan (Ludwig-Maximilian University of Munich) 

¶ Prof. Alison Vacca (University of Tennessee, Knoxville) 

¶ Dr. Maxime Yevadian (Université Catholique du Lyon) 

 

For ASSOCIATE membership: 

¶ Mr. Roy Arakelian (Independent scholar) 

¶ Dr. Ruth Gornandt (University of Oxford) 

 

For STUDENT membership: 

¶ Mr. Zoltan Geraly (Pázmány Péter Catholic University) 

¶ Ms. Lera Ivanova (Charles University) 

¶ Ms. Sirarpi Movsisyan (University of Leipzig) 
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Presidentôs Closing Speech 

Dear Colleagues, 

We are at the end of an intense day. It is 7:30 pm in Geneva, but 

much later in Yerevan. I will take only a few minutes of your time. 

There are some important things I would like to stress or to an-

nounce. 

In brief, if I must find a word to qualify the present General Con-

ference of the AIEA, this word is certainly ñsuccessò. Let me use two 

words and say, ñgreat successò. There are many actors who ensured 

this accomplishment. Let me begin by thanking once more the organ-

izers, and especially the main team composed of Prof. Armenuhi 

Drost Abgaryan, Ms Uta Koschmieder, Dr Balint Kovacs, and Dr 

Hakob Matevosyan, who helped all of us for these three days, and 

even before. It was intensive work they did in these past months and 

years. And, as any organizer knows, in a few minutes we will be 

ñfreeò, but they will still have work to do! The challenges they met in 

the organisation of an online Conference of such proportion were 

vast, but they handled them in a superb way. I would like to thank 

them warmly.  

Thanks are due to all the members of the Scientific Committee of 

the Conference in Germany ï Dr Andre Höhn, Ms Sirarpi Movsis-

yan, Dr Michael Spinka, Prof. Hacik Gazer, Prof. Jost Gippert, Dr 

Meline Pehlivanian ï and to the sponsors ï the German Research 

Foundation and the Leibniz Institute for the History and Culture of 

Eastern Europe. 

This was a premi¯re. I am wondering whether we shouldnôt keep 

this experience in mind and continue organising AIEA events on 

Zoom. I am not thinking about the next General Conference, but 

smaller events. Many people were able to attend the Conference be-

cause it was online; but some others renounced just because it was 

online. In any case, we have new tools to stay connected as an asso-

ciation. 

In addition to the organisers, there are other significant actors in 

this success story. I mean of course all the participants. As I already 

stressed during the General Meeting, the present Conference had 

eighty-five distinguished attendees, from eighteen countries. My 

heartfelt thanks to all of them. My warmest thanks to the keynote 
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speakers too ï Dr Vahan Der Ghevondian, Prof. Christina Maranci, 

and Dr Vahe Tachjian ï for their fascinating talks, and to the session 

chairs, who helped in keeping the level of the discussions high. 

Although I mentioned the possibility to organize Zoom events, 

admitting and not granting that this meets your expectations, I warm-

ly hope we will meet in person at the next General Conference. In 

two or three years? This will depend, among other aspects, on the 

volunteers for the next Conference.  

Letôs stick to the present Conference. In a while we will say 

goodbye to each other. And thatôs it? Of course not. First, on behalf 

of Marco Bais, Editor of the Newsletter, I remind you that the next 

issue will be devoted to this anniversary Conference. We are plan-

ning to publish the abstracts, the texts, or at least large summaries of 

the texts of the keynote lectures, the opening and closing speeches, 

and the reports of the Association.  

Yesterday afternoon we had a long general meeting in two parts. 

It was longer than expected and I thank you for your patience. I was 

glad to open and encourage the discussion at the end of the meeting. 

And we had to manage properly the technical issues linked to voting 

and elections for the two positions in the AIEA Committee and for 

the Presidency.  

Concerning this aspect. I would like to thank the members warm-

ly for their trust. I am deeply touched and honoured by the unani-

mous result. And I am very glad to continue to serve the Association 

with dedication. 

I would like to announce that two colleagues have been elected as 

members of the AIEA Committee: Dr Emilio Bonfiglio (University 

of Tübingen) and Prof. Robin Meyer (University of Lausanne). Con-

gratulations and welcome aboard! Congratulations also to the third 

nominee, Dr Benedetta Contin, who obtained a very high number of 

votes, with only a slight difference from the numbers obtained by the 

two others. On behalf of the AIEA Committee, I am grateful to all of 

them for their willingness to collaborate in the activities of the 

Committee.  

Mentioning the Committee, I wish to thank warmly all my col-

leagues once more ï Prof. Tara Andrews, Prof. Marco Bais, Prof. 

Bernard Coulie, Prof. Nazenie Garibian, Prof. Alessandro Orengo, 

and Dr Irene Tinti ï as well as the members of the Election Commit-
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tee, Prof. Anna Sirinian and Prof. Claude Cox, for their important 

collaboration. 

Yesterday, we had seventeen new members to approve ï student, 

associate, and full members. They will receive the official letter of 

acceptance from Tara Andrews, Secretary of the Association. Per-

haps they are attending this session. If this is the case, I welcome 

them and I thank them so much for their interest in the activities of 

the AIEA. 

I do not want to have ñle mot de la finò, as we say in French. The 

last word goes to prof. Drost-Abgaryan. Sireli Armenuhi, many 

thanks again to you and all your colleagues for this memorable event. 

Before giving you the floor, I wish everyone fruitful research and 

scientific exchanges. 

 

 

Prof. Valentina Calzolari 

AIEA President 

4 September 2021 
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KEYNOTE LECTURE 2 

 

New Evidence for Armenian Wall Paintings: The Tomb of Tigran 

Honencó at Ani, the Church of Surb Grigor Abuğamrencó at Ani, 

and the Church of Surb Geworg at the Monastery of Hoomos 

 
Christina Maranci 

Mashtots Professor of Armenian Studies 

Harvard University 

 
For Nicole Thierry and Nina Garsoïan, with whom I first looked at wall 

paintings, many years ago. 

 
I offer here a summary of the talk delivered September 3, 2021, in-

troducing new evidence for medieval Armenian wall paintings, based 

on work undertaken in the summer of 2021. By ñnew,ò I mean evi-

dence that has not yet appeared in the published scholarship. Of 

course, I cannot know what is in peopleôs private notebooks, in their 

cameras, or on their computers. For my part, I am happy to share all 

of my photographs and drawings with whomever is interested. I have 

found that work with software on uncovering wall paintings is best 

and most accurately done with collaboration across disciplines, and 

many eyes, perspectives, kinds of knowledge, and intuitions. 

 

Methodology 

I use Adobe Photoshop to uncover Armenian paintings and inscrip-

tions under whitewash or otherwise unreadable. I have already pub-

lished on this technique and my findings at Mren and at the Cathe-

dral of Ani; a publication with a new inscription from Homkla un-

covered with this technique is forthcoming.1 My method involves the 

following steps: 

 
1 See Maranci, ñNew Observations on the Sanctuary Frescos at Mren,ò Revue des études armé-

niennes 35 (2013/4): 213-235; Maranci, ñHoliness Befits Your Houseô (Ps. 92 [93]: 5): A Prelim-

inary Report on the Apse Inscription at Mren,ò Revue des études arméniennes 36 (2014/2015): 

237-259; Maranci, ñThe Architecture of Rumkale/Homkla: Description and Remarks,ò in Rum 

Kale Fortress, Gaziantep, Turkey (this volume is based on the first-time 3D laser scanning of the 

site), edited by Scott Redford (Istanbul: Ofset), forthcoming; Maranci, ñVisions Of Ani: Software-

Recovered Painting from the Apse of the Cathedral and the Church of Saint Gregory 

ñAbuğamrencó,ò Revue des études arméniennes 40, 2021, forthcoming. 
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¶ Take a good quality photograph 

¶ Drag into Photoshop 

¶ Use Curves/Levels to manipulate dark, light, and mid tones 

¶ Adjust Contrast, brightness, and exposure 

¶ Try Inversion, Hue/Saturation and other tools to enhance 

readability 

There are several drawbacks to this method. First, it is not the 

most powerful of image software programs. Nor is my camera of the 

most advanced or expensive type. Nevertheless, the details I have 

been able to extract using photoshop rival anything I have seen using 

programs like D-Stretch.1 Another issue with my method is the risk 

of mistakes. One must constantly ask oneself: am I looking part of 

the original work, or a crack in the plaster, or dirt, or graffiti? The 

possibility of mistakes is great because of the sensitivity of the soft-

ware. But analogue photography, or indeed any kind of representa-

tion, also holds risks of mistaken interpretation (as we shall see). 

Thus knowledge of artistic conventions is important, as is collabora-

tion, testing, and feedback. 

My lecture considered three monuments: the Tomb of Tigran Ho-

nencó at Ani, the Church of Surb Grigor (Saint Gregory) 

(Abuğamrencó) at Ani, and the Church of Surb Geworg (Saint 

George) at the Monastery of Hoomos; all of them located over the 

closed international border with the Republic of Armenia, in the 

Turkish Republic. This is all preliminary work. Much more scrutiny 

and recovery must be undertaken, quite apart from matters of inter-

pretation and comparative analysis. Nevertheless, the finds are suffi-

ciently exciting, in my view, to warrant presentation and publication. 

The tomb of Tigran Honencó at Ani is well known and was pub-
lished already at the time of N. Marr.2 The main scene is of the 

 
1 I thank Travis Doering at the University of South Florida, who imported and modified my pho-

tographs in D-Stretch for the sake of comparison. I also thank Yavuz Özkaya and Vedat Akçayöz 

for sharing their information and photographs with me. 
2 The main publications on this site are, in chronological order, D. Kipshidze [with N. M. To-

karski] Peschery Ani: Materialy XIV Aniiskoi arkheologicheskoi kampanii 1915 goda (Erevan: 

Akademiia nauk Armianskoi SSR, 1972) 88-100; N. and M. Thierry, Lô£glise Saint-Grégoire de 

Tigran Honencó ¨ Ani (1215) (Louvain: Peeters, 1993), 93-97; Sezai Yazēcē, Ani Sirlarē/Secrets of 

Ani (Ankara: Serka. 2017) 169-195; and G. Matevosyan, ed. Haykakan Ormnankarļóutóyun: 

Gitakan hodvacneri ew nyutóeri ģoğovacu/Armenian Frescoes: collection of scientific articles and 

materials (Erevan: ñVictoriaò International Charitable Foundation, 2019) 87-91 and 

http://www.armenianart.org/nyuter/Ani-Honents-Dambaran.pdf (accessed 13 September 2021). 

http://www.armenianart.org/nyuter/Ani-Honents-Dambaran.pdf
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Deesis: with Christ flanked by the Virgin and John the Baptist; in the 

vault above are the archangels, identified by inscription. To the left 

of John the Baptist is the following inscription, as published by Ia. 

Orbeli: 

 
 [ ]/   /    /  

/   /  / /   
/  /  /  /  

/   /   / /. 1 
 
Lord God, grant strength and supremacy over the enemies of the 

Cross of Christ to the amirspasalar ZakóarǛ and IvanǛ his brother, 

and grant long life to your servant Tigran and his sons. 

 
Today, the inscription is almost entirely unreadable except for the 

initial word, TǛr, although this only because it has been overwritten 

by a later graffitist. However, one can still identify the careful verti-

cal and horizontal rulings of the original inscription, thus verifying 

the early photograph of Kipshidze taken during the excavations of 

Nikolai Marr. 

 

My investigations revealed also a new inscription. Software al-

lows for the recovery of the text written in Christôs open book: John 

8: 12 (    ) (I am the Light of the World). This was 

not identified previously: Thierry comes closest in referring to the ñle 

Livre ouvert de la main gauche.ò2 While John 8:12 is commonplace 

for Deesis scenes, and appears in apse frescoes of Hağpat (Surb 

Nġan) and Timotesubani in the Rep. of Georgia (Borjomi) (among 

other places), its identification at the Tigran Honencó tomb is never-

theless significant in itself. Written in (once) easily readable, large 

erkatóagir script, the text invites one to meditate upon how John 8 

would have been interpreted within its funerary context within the 

tomb. 

 

 
1 I. Orbeli (ed.) Divan Hay Vimagrutóyan [Corpus Inscriptionum Armenicarum] (Erevan: HSS 

GA, 1966) I: 68-69. 
2 N. and M. Thierry, Lô£glise Saint-Gr®goire de Tigran Honencó, 93. 
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Fig. 1 Deesis, detail of open book with John 8:12, Tomb of Tigran Honencó, Ani. Image enhanced 

with photoshop using Levels, Curves, Contrast, Exposure, and then text partially overdrawn 
(photo: Maranci) 

 

The Lefthand Adjacent Wall 

Immediately to the left of the Deesis scene, on the adjacent wall of 

the tomb, is the remainder of a figural composition. All previous 

scholars identify three figures but debate their specific identities. 

Kipshidze notes that ñThis composition is unlikely to represent the 

family of the rich Ani town-dweller buried here [Tigran Honencô], 

who lived at the turn of the 12-13th centuries; [é] such an assump-

tion is contradicted by the halos around the heads of the represented 

figures.ò1 Thierry rightly noted that haloes do not necessarily indicate 

sacred figures since they also sometimes glorify sovereigns or other 

important persons.2 N. and J-M. Thierry also noted that the middle 

figure wears a ñtirazò, or armband, and that ñTous se tournent vers le 

Christ dans une attitude dôimploration, les main tendues.ò3  

My work on this wall revealed much more information (Fig. 2).  

 

 
1 Kipshidze, Peschery Ani, 93. 
2 Thierry, Lô®glise de Saint-Grégoire, 97. 
3 Thierry, Lô®glise de Saint-Grégoire, 93. 
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Fig. 2: Left wall of Arcosolium, Tomb of Tigran Honencó, Ani. Image enhanced with photoshop 

using Levels, Curves, Contrast, Exposure, and then partially overdrawn (photo: Maranci) 

 
First, all three figures wear costumes with bands of fabric 

wrapped robe-like across the chest, and with bands at the forearms 

and cuffs (thus not just the tiraz, and not only the middle person). 

This costume is quite comparable to that worn by Xutólu Buğa 

Arcruni at Hağbat.1 The outer figure (leftmost) holds a small cross. 

Both the outer and middle figure are pointing down; in my view, they 

point towards the tombs contained within the arcosolium. It is rele-

vant that the angles of their index fingers, the outer most forming a 

shallower angle than the middle, suggest this as well. The innermost 

figure is shorter than the other two, and only this figure (and not the 

other two, as N. and J-M. Thierry supposed) extends hands towards 

the Deesis scene. Moreover, I observed the remains of a fourth fig-

ure, indicated by a single semicircular line, below and to the right of 

the innermost figure. This suggests, perhaps, a child, and thus one 

may compare this composition to the famous donor scene in the 

manuscript of Queen Keran of 1273 from Sis (J 2563, fol. 380), in 

which King Levon II, on the left, presents his three sons to Christ, 

who is shown in the Deesis scene above. Based on the details extracted 

 
1 See Matevosyan, ed., Haykakan Ormnankarcutyóun, 352, pl. 10. 
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from the fresco, I hypothesize that the figures on the left wall of the 

tomb of Tigran Honents are precisely those mentioned in the inscrip-

tion: ZakóarǛ, IvanǛ, Tigran, and his son (or more than one son).1 

 
The Lefthand Wall in front of the Tomb Cavity: Saint Eustathius? 

Another large zone of wall painting is preserved on the flat wall 

to the left of the tomb. This was illustrated as early as 1860, when it 

was drawn by Julius Kästner and illustrated M-F Brossetôs Les 
Ruines dôAni.2 Kästner identified a nimbed archer pointing his bow 

down at quarry. He is shown riding a galloping horse. Kästner did 

not draw the head and forelegs of the horse. In 1993, the same wall 

was studied, photographed, and redrawn by N. Thierry. Although the 

fresco was much more damaged by this time, N. Thierry offers some 

additional details of the painting, including the (partial) head of the 

horse, and a saddled quadruped in front (to the right of) the mounted 

archer. In front of this quadruped, at the rightmost end of the wall, N. 

Thierry faintly sketched a deer straddling a kind of hill or peak. 

My work on this segment of the wall reveals once more additional 

details of the bow, the costume, and the drapery of the archer, and 

confirms N. Thierryôs rendering of the horse and its head (Fig. 3). 

Moreover, my work identifies conclusively the quadruped as a mule, 

as J. I. Smirnov had suggested.3 The long ears of the animal are 

clearly discernable. So too, are heretofore unnoticed details of its 

tack, including the saddle, with its rolled cantle and pommel, the 

crupper system attached to its hindquarters, and the bridle with its 

wide straps. This tack compares well to contemporary depictions 

found, for example, at the Church of Tigran Honencó at Ani but also 

in images of saddled horses in the Alexander Romance in Venice San 

Lazzaro (V 424). 

 
1 I thank the person at the Zoom lecture who suggested there might be an additional son (and 

apologize for not remembering the personôs identity). This is certainly plausible as there is enough 

room for a fifth figure where the wall is damaged. 
2 M. F. Brosset, Les ruines dôAni, capitale de lôArm®nie sous les rois Bagratides, aux Xe et XIe s. 

Histoire et description. Atlas Générale, Pl. XXXV, fig. 6. 
3 Kipshidze, Peschery Ani, 93. 



A I E A  Ne w s l e t t e r   n °  5 7   M a r c h  2 0 2 3  

   
77 

Fig. 3: Left wall in front of arcosolium, Tomb of Tigran Honencó, Ani: line drawing of 

mounted archer and saddled mule (illustration: Maranci). 

 
The zone that Thierry identified in front of the ñquadrupedò is 

not, however, a deer straddling a mountain. I found no evidence 

whatsoever for this; instead, the same area shows a pointed, grey ob-

ject, shown at an angle, almost like an obelisk. Damage to the lower 

area of this form makes it as yet impossible to identify.  

Thierryôs sketch, as well as her identification of quadruped, 

formed part of a larger argument identifying the archer as Saint Eu-

stathius, the saint known for beholding a vision of Christ (or the 

Cross) in between the antlers of a deer. For this reason, she suggested 

that the quadruped in front of the archer was a second image of Eu-

stathius, who had dismounted his horse in order to adore the Cross.1 

Yet with the quadruped now identified as a mule (an animal which 

has no role in the Eustathius narrative) and the presence of an obe-

lisk-like form, rather than a deer, the identification of a continuous 
narrative featuring Saint Eustathius, although ingenious, no longer 

holds, and a correct interpretation must be determined by future 

scholars. 

 

 
1 Thierry, Lô®glise de Saint-Grégoire, 97. 
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The Righthand Wall in front of the Tomb Cavity: Continuation 

of Hunt Scene? 

The righthand wall is much more faded than the left. Very little can 

be determined at all, a state of affairs also reflected in the relative si-

lence on this zone in the scholarship. Kipshidze suggested human 

figures, but did not specify where precisely he saw them. My work 

revealed only the faint outlines of what I believe is a quadruped run-

ning to the right; the outlines of the angled hocks of this animal, and 

its upturned tail are the best preserved elements of the wall. Frag-

ments of circular forms appear above this animal. Are these perhaps 

the remains of nimbed figures ï perhaps the humans seen by Kip-

shidze?1 This is unclear. Nevertheless, the presence of the running 

animal invites us to imagine that the hunt scene clearly depicted on 

the left-hand side was continued on the right. 

 

Surb Grigor (Saint Gregory) Abuğamrencó Church of Ani 

The interior of this church is covered in plaster and faded paintings, 

as many have observed, but no further identification of this program 

appears in the scholarship.2 This was also the opinion of Tóoros 

Tóoramanyan.3  

In fact, much can be learned about the images by even cursory 

examination using software enhancement tools. First, the best pre-

served elements of the program are on the triumphal arch of the apse, 

on both its north and south ends. Here we have what appear to be 

crowds of spectators. I identified 9 figures at the north (left) hand of 

the apse, and 9 on the south (right) and side of the apse. Some of 

them have youthful faces and brown hair; those on the south seem to 

wear long-sleeved garments, while those on the north wear short, 

puffed-sleeved garments that reveal the forearm. All of them point 

emphatically towards the center. (Fig. 4) 

 

 

 
1 Kipshidze, Peschery Ani, 92-93. 
2 http://www.virtualani.org/abughamrents/index.htm accessed 6 July 2019). 
3  Tóoramanian, Nyutóer haykakan ļartarapetutóean patmutóyan (Erevan: Haykakan SSH 

Gitutóyunneri Akademiayi Hratarakļóutóyun, 1948) vol. 2: 118. Tóoramanian notes the probability 

of the image of Christ in the apse, the presence of standing figures below, and notes to the south of 

the apse, a hand holding a weapon, whom he suggests might be Saint George. 

http://www.virtualani.org/abughamrents/index.htm
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Fig. 4 Image of point-

ing spectators, trium-
phal arch, north side, 

Church of Saint Greg-

ory Abuğamrencó, Ani. 
Image enhanced with 

photoshop using Lev-

els, Curves, Contrast, 
Exposure, and then 

partially overdrawn 

(photo: Maranci).       . 

 
To what are they pointing? My work reveals an enthroned Christ 

making the sign of benediction with the right hand. The hand is quite 

clear: Christ holds up three elegant fingers (holding down the ring 

finger). In addition to this form, I also suspect there is a scroll held in 

another hand (but perhaps not that of Christ). To the right of Christ is 

a large closed book, clearly represented with the raised endbands so 

typical of Armenian manuscripts. A right hand (whose?) seems to 

hold onto this book, closing its fingers round the edge of the text, and 

raising slightly its pinkie finger. A spoked wheel appears below. To 

the right of Christ and the book is an angelic figure, composed of a 

human face, and, to left and right, respectively, a lion and ox. Pre-

sumably an eagle also accompanied this form. If so, we would have a 

living creature, composed of the man, lion, ox, and eagle, as de-

scribed in the Vision of Ezekiel and Revelations. Given the scroll, 

hands, the wheel, and this figure, it seems very likely that the apse 

was derived from Ezekielôs Vision (Ez. 1), and that the spectators in 

the triumphal arch are gesturing to this theophany. Below the apse is 

a row of standing figures, perhaps saints, evangelists, or apostles.  


