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From the Editor

This issue of the Newsletters largely dedicatedto
the AIEA General Conference held in Halle in 2021. In
particular, | would like to thank Vahan Ter-
Ghevondyan,Christina Maranci and Vahe Tachjiarfor
agreeing to publish a draft version of their keynotkec-
tures in the Newsletter.

Compared to the previos issue of the Newsletter, |
receivedmuch more information aboutthe publications
of AIEA membersas well as more reports of new publi-
cations related to Armenian studies. As always, the AIEA
i AT AAOOS bDOAI EAAOCETT O 1 EOOAA
are exdusively those pertaining to Armenian studies or
to related areas, such as Syriac and Georgian studies.

| wish to express my gratitude to everyone who con-
tributed to this edition of the Newsletter by sending
useful information and suggestions. Last but nd¢ast |
would also like to thank the AIEA Committee members
for reviewing a draft of the Newsletter and for their
comments and suggestions.

Marco Bais
(marbais@hotmail.cony
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Le mot de la Présidente

Cette édition duNewsletterse
compose de plus d&gl0 pages
et nous offre une mine
déi nf or mati ons,
les projets de recherche en
cours et sur les publications ré-
centes(p. 117-126 ; 164-274).
Cette moisson, rendue possible
par la collaboration active des
membres, constitue un témoi-
gnage de la \atité des études
arméniennes, dont on ne peut
que se réjouir.

Dans les pages suivantes, vous
trouverez également les noms
des nouveaux membres de
| 6AIl EA accept ®s
niere Assemblée général@.
54) ; depuis, la liste a continuée
de s 0 ela salue deti élar-
gissement constant de notre As-
sociation, en me réjouissant des
nouvelles collaborations pro-

metteuses qguoi l
pas dbéapporter.
Je rappelle que

but principal la promotioret la
coordination des études arme-
niennes a travers le développe-
ment des échanges entre sa-
vants spécialisés dans ce do-
maine. La Conférence générale
triennale constitue une occasion
unique de partage et joue un
réle important pour poursuivre
cet objectif

Derniére conférence générale
de | 6AI EA

tienf une_section
% x r?‘i ?ﬁrgs rée aﬁe%‘y
Conference générale de notre
Association(p. 28-93), la pre-
miére a avoir été organisée par
la voie télématique grace aux
efforts de la prof. Armenuhi
DrostAbgaryan et de ses colla-
borateurs et collaboratriceslle
a remporté un grand succes et a
attiré environ 85 conférencier-es
venant de 18 pays différent
Allemagne, Arménie, Autriche,

elgiqgue, Bijélorus |e

LI%Jnfg,nganc s L‘Gre e ﬁ#s
Iran, Israél, Iltalie, lean Po-
logne, République Tcheque,
RoyaumeUni, Russie, Suisse.
Je tiens a exprimer ici ma plus
g r a nde

ri et des ranl a-
teu@% %To%nso S et'g s nter-
venant-es. On doit a toutes et a
tous la réussite de la Confé-
rence. Pour plus de détails, je
renvoie aux textes des allocu-
tions
du congrés, publiées aux 28-
32; 55-57, ai nsi
qui ont été présentés lors de

| 6 Assembl ®&p. 34g®n ®r

48). Je souhaite également atti-

sati sfacti

er e reueflstute
rconn sgné?e % gar d

d 6 & elcduret ur e

C

guobdaux

-

C
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rer votre attention sur les textes liste AIEA-telf. Nous garderons

des communications dekey de nos collegues un souvenir
note speakergque vous trouve- trés chaleureux et reconnaissant
rez auxp. 58-93, tout en remer- pour leur engagement dans la
ciant leurs auteurs et autrice promotion des études armé-
pour leur collaborations niennes et des activités de

| 6 Al EA. Je vous i
Wor kshop de | 6 Al &Ap.94104 les hommages

. o ui leur ont étéendus.
En plus de la conférence gené- q

ral e, | 6organi sad i,0.n

workshops thématiques consti- F;rochaln rendezv%L?s

tue une autre priorité de Cbest avec grand
| 6Associ ati on. Dvaus annoice gue lgppaoghairse

finales de ceNewsletter vous Conférence  générale  de
trouverez la liste des workshops | 6A1 EA aura | ieu
organi s®s par | @624 BAGenéve etslausanne

| es auspices d(dates a [@rékiseB.AUn rendez
Comme je le rappelle dans le vous a ne pas manguetne
rapport pr ®s e nt ®circulairé¢ ¥dus seranibntot® e

générale,toute proposition de adressée

workshop de la part de chacun

des me mbr es de | 6 Al EA &est

possible, et méme souhaitable. Valentina Calzolari

Le comit® reste ~ | ORrc®uitcke rette acke

sure son soutien. Dans le but
dbéencour aricipation | a p a
des membres, nous avons ré-
cemment lancé un appel a pro-
positions(voir p.27).

lls nous ont quittés

Cbest avec une profonde tris-
tesse que je vous rappelle la

disparition de Nina G. Garsoian

(Patron Me mb e r de | 6 Al EA) ,
Zaza Aleksidze, Maria Lucia

Aliffi, Lucy Der Manuelian et,

trés récemment, Gevorg Ter

Vardanyan. Les nouvelles vous

ont été communiquées mpéa
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Communications envoyées a la liste
aiea@telf.com

Chéres et chers Collegues,

1 méi ncombe | e informérdetleedisphritionadée r d e
la professeure Lucy Der Manuelian, premiere titulaire de la Arthur
H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel chair of Armenian Art a la Tufts Uni-
versity et membre régulier de notre Association.

Madame Der Manuelian était une fine spécialiste | 6 hi st oi r
| 6art m®di ®val , un domaine de r e«
plusieurs publications. Je rappelle, entre authéesavers, Merchants,
and Kings: The Inscribed Rugs of Arme(1®84), The Destruction
of Jugha and the Entire Armenian Guthl Heritage in Nakhijevan
(avec A. Aivazyan et P. Donabédian, 2Q18}ylistic Ties Between
Armenian Architectural Sculpture and Manuscript lllumination of
the 11th to the 14th Centuri€$978), ainsi que sa dissertation sur
The Monastery of Geghard: Atugly of Armenian Architectural
Sculpture in the 13th Centu(oston University, 1980).

Vous pourrez lire le portrait de son parcours, savant et humain,
impressionant dans la nécrologie que la professeure Christina Ma-

ranci , son s uc c e desneus transmattrgveirup. | 6 a me
94-96).
Pour cell es et ceux qui néont p

doentendre de vive voix Mme Der N
cumentaire<Lost Treasures of Christianity: The Ancient Monuments
of Armenia (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1QelgvTwvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVUIi5@trc;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60sDixDBGk

Au nom du comit® de | 6 Al EA, j 6a
doléances la famille et & tous les proches de notre colléegue dispa-
rue.

Avec mes meilleures salutations,

Valentina Calzolari


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1QelgvTwvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVUi5Ct-mrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60sDtxDBGk
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Care Valentina e Ristina,

mi unisco di cuore alla vostra belissima e commovente comme-
morazione di Lucy.

Vi prego, specialmente héstina, di trasmettere ai familiari di
Lucy il mio piu vivo e partecipato cordoglio, unito alla mia preghie-
ra per la sua bella e nobile anima.

Aggiungerei un ricordo personale a quanto menzionatohdia-C
tina sulle prodezze della cqmanta dagli elicotteri e di fronte agli
agenti del KGB: la sua scalata al piano superore di Amaghu Nora-

vank. Léha voluta fare in @attdi [
sospeso, abbiano pregato insieme.

Con | a preghiera costante perchd®
ma ( ) e conceda lunghi e attivi giorni a

chi continua ancora il suo pellegrinaggio su questa terra.

P. Levon Zekiyan

| think among all the disastrous news we are receiongall
fronts it would be good to celebrate the 99th birthday of Nina Gar-

soian today.

In 2013, on her 90th birthday, the AIEA hostddd Ar m®ni e en
l 61 ran, By zamwea ne®te Idd RRwsleise en ho
seur Nina G. Garsopgan, membre doéh

son 90e anniversawat the Fondation Simone et Cino del Duca.

| videotaped (badly) Nin@ comments at the end of this marve-
lous event and thought thgou, her friends and colleagues, might
like to hear her words again. | grieve the fact that the late and won-
derful Gabriella Uluhogian sits quietly in the back listening and that
Robert Thomson, who spoke at the event, is also no longer with us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXf3YZfJZow&ab channel=Lavd46

Sincerely,

Levon Avdoyan


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXf3YZfJZow&ab_channel=Lavd46
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Cheéres et chers Collégues,

Cbest avec une tr s grande tri st
tion de notre coll gue Maria Luci
Avec une formation en lettres classiques et une spécialisation en lin-
guistique, M. L. Aliffi était professeure de linguis que ~ | 6Uni
de Palerme, ou elle a effectué une trés longue carriere en tant
gubenseignante et chercheuse, dep
sur |l a |linguistique historique, ur
a la langue arménienne audsie a dirigé de nombreux projets de re-
cherche (exLe costruzioni infinitivali nelle lingue indeuropee anti-
che e moderne: modelli teorici e analisi di testi. con finanziaméato
formazione delle parole derivate e composte nelle lingue indoeuropee
antiche e modernegt a développé, avec dynamisme, sa discipline au
sein de son Université et sur le plan international. Parmi ses travaux sur
la linguistique arménienne, je rappelle son étude sarbi in -num
del | 6ar me(ffPaerme 20@25 si c o

Je me souviens de sa participation savante et amicale aux
Conf ®rences g®n®r al e%astie, Wirdbdd, E A

ai nsi qudé”™ |l a conf ®rence virtuell
Wittenberg en 2021. Elle va nous manquer.

Au nom de | 6AI EA, |j6éadresse mes
proches.

Avec mes cordiales salutations,

Valentina Calzolari

Dear Colleagues,

It is with great regret that | inform you of thmassing this mor-
ning of the great historian and dear friend and beloved colleague to
so many of usNina G. Garsoian. It seems impossible that the world
of Armenian Studies has lost such a shining light but | am sure you
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will join us in celebrating her l& and her contributions which will
abide for ages.

We will inform you of plans as they are laid, but at the moment,
we believe there will be a memorial in October in Paris where her
beloved parents are interred.

Sincerely,

Levon Avdoyan
Isabelle dd_amberterie
Chares de Lamberterie
Weslie Janeway

Dear Levon,

It is with deep grief that | participate in this sad news of the pass-
ing away of our most valuable colleague Nina Garsoian.

She was one of the lagipresentatives of that generation of schol-
ars who both in Armenia and in the West contributed to build in the
second half of the 20century a great traditionf Armenian studies
whose input will remain, | believe, as an important component of Ar-
menian tudies whatever their future developments may be.

May the Lord bless her soul with His eternal light.

Levon Archb. Zekiyan

Dear Levon,

Nina Garsoian was a distinguished member of the precious first
constellation of scholars dfrmenianwho brightly illuminated the
field for more than six decades. Her work will guide and inspire for
many long years to come.

Kevork [Bardakjiar

10
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Nina Garsoian was one of the greatest Arménisants of the genera-
tion. Her workneeds no laudation; its quality speaks for itself. A
light hasgone out in our midst.

Nina was also a very fine person and a faithful friend.

May her memory be for a blessing.

Michael Stone

Artsruni Sahakyan

Je me rejoins a mes collegues pour exprimes plus profonds
regrets etma plus profonde admiration pour Nina Garsoidané
des plus hautescolonnes vivantesdes études arméniennes, dont
|Gesprit brillant a toujours illuminé mon chemin dans la forét dense
des recherches

Qucelle reposalans la lumiere!

Nazénig[Garibiar

Just saw this very sad news! Heartbroken over the passing of a
beloved professor, mentor, former graduate advisor and colleague!
We owe her a great debt of gratitude for her colossal contribution to
Armenian medieval studies and for being a source ofrizispin!

May your soul rest in eternal light and peace, Ninal!

Beatrice[Tolidjian]

11
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Chers Isabelle et Charles, cher Levon, chére Madame Janeway
chéres et chers colléegues,

Cbest avec une gr an dneuvellerdeladise s s e
parition de Nina G. Garsopgan. Ains
études arméniennes et byzantines, dont les qualités et les mérites sont
connus de toutes et tous. Femme pionniére a bien des égards, elle a été
la premiére femme titutai s ®e au D®partement dol
mi re professeure do®tudes ar m®ni
premiére Présidente de la Society for the Armenian Studies et la pre-
miére Doyennele la Graduate School a Princeton. Grace a la qualité de
ses recherches, et avec son dynamisme et son autorité, elle a contribué a
imposer les études arméniennes dans le contexte académique nord
américain, en laissant derriére elle une école. Elle nous quitte dans sa
centiéme année et nous transmet une quamiessionnante de publi-
cations qui ont chang® notre mani
renouvel ® notre vision de | 6Ar m®ni
zance. Je me limiterai a rapp€eldre Paulician Heres{1967),The Epic
Histories Attribue d  t o P d a wWl989pAsmerBaubetaecerdBy-
zantium and the Sasania(k985), Church and Culture in Early Me-
dieval Armenia(1999),L6 £gl i se ar m®ni enne et
ddOrient (1999), Interregnum( 2 0 1 2 ) . On rappellera
était la Diectrice de l&Revue des Etudes Arméniennes

Comme elle aimait le rappeler elleéme, elle se destinait & une
carriere musicale. Le sort en a voulu autrement, suite & un accident,
et le piano a queue de son appartement dans le Upper Manhattan
sbest e hlairg®@e sd dédhi stoire. Ell e o
avec générosité, en prodiguant conseils scientifiques et en partageant
des souvenirs personnels autour d

feti re italienne ou douencoweas r e d
projets jusque dans ces derniéres années.

LOAI EA perd | une de ses Me mb r
déhommage °~ sa carri re et 7 'son
notre Associati on, e i an@verdaBe, nous | 6 o
avions organi s®, en coll aboration
BelesLet t r e s, la Journ®e do6®tudes i
Russieo " | a Fondation Cino del Du

Ni na Garsopgan gardai't dans son
journé, grége a une Fullbright Fellowship, pour mener des re-
cherches ° San Lazzar o) et Pari s,

hommage | ui sera rendu en aut omne

12
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nisateurs et organisatrices des obseques de nous faire part, le mo-
ment venudes détails de la cérémonie.

Notre Amie regrettée aimait rappeler son amitié, et celle de sa mére,
artistepeintre, avec Marguerite Yourcenar, dont le livezixa été peint
dans | 6un des tableaux de Mme | nnaea
son dievaionkec,r dans | e Maine. Coest
M®moi res agwedaddaemerai s concl ure |
souvenir et hommage °~ | 6®gard de n

Animula vagula, blandula,
Hospes comesque corporis,
Quae nuna@bibis in loca,
Pallidula, rigida, nudula
Nec, ut soles, dabis iocos

Avec mes cordiales salutations,
Valentina Calzolari
PS Pour plus de détails sur la biographie de Nina G. Garsoian, je

renvoie a son autobiographied Vita SuaCosta Mesa 2011) atix
articles de L. Avdoyan et D. Koumijian joints a ce coutriel

As all my colleagues and Nina's friends, | am very very sad with
the departure of this Grande Dame of Armenian Studies in general
and Academia in general. Great léssus all although her work will
survive as major reference in the field.

Que la terre lui soit légére.

Amitiés

Claire [Mouradian]

L. Avdoyan, €Magistra Studentorum per Armeniam etByzanbumNi na G. <ar sopan
in J. Chance (ed.)Vomen Medievalists and the Acadeifiye University of Wisconsin Press,
2005,803813;D. Kouymiian, «Nina G. Garsoian: A Professor Who Incubated Scholars, a Scho-

lar Who Vitalized an Historical Eradournal of Armenian Studi@$/1-2 (20122013), 145152

13
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This past Saturday, family, friends, students, eolléagues of Nina
Garsoian, who died on August4jathered on Zoom to celebrate her
extraordinary life. Speakers in the brief program included her students,
Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian (Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of
the Armenian Church in Ame), the Reverend Father Krikor Mak-
soudian (the Order of St. James), the piakist, hAxznuni (who
played Bachodés transcription of a
friends and colleagues, Weslie Janeway and Charles and Isabelle de
Lamberterie; her godchild, Ssu Weng; her nephew and historian, Arsen
Saparov; her student, Sylvie Merian (Morgan Library); and Haig Utid-
jian (who sang and

). After the program completed, moving comments and re-
membances of Nina were offered by Ron Suny, Tom Mathews, Ina
Baghdiantz McCabe, Claire Mouradian, Lola Koundakjian, Elizabeth
Brown, Sergio La Porta; Constantine Hatzidimitriou, Joseph Portano-
va, Jane Bishop, and Pat Constantinian. (Apologies if | have oraitted
name due to my increasingly feeble memory!)

If you would like to view the event, see
https:/AMmww.youtube.com/watch?v=RJINO3XIurrl&t=105s&ab_channel=Lavd46

Ninados funeral willat1ll AM thelieve,@an Oc 't
the Cathédrale Arménienne Saint J&aptiste in Paris.

Sincerely,

Levon[Avdoyan]

Cheres et chefGollegues,

Je viens dbé st
AleksidzeN® ~ T® i en octobre 19
des Sciences de G®orgie et an
de Thilisi. Il a dirigépendant plus de quinze ans (1989 0 6 ) |
des manuscrits de | 6Acad®mi e

€ ho
35,
cien
0l nstt
des

apprendre | a tri
l av

14
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ment membre correspondant de- | 8Ac:
Lettres(Paris).

Caucasologue, épigraphiste et codicologue de répuiat@nationale, Z.

Aleksidze était spécialiste des cultures écrites du Caucase (albanien,
arménien et géorgien). Il est connu en particulier pour ses découvertes
codicol ogi ques et ses travaux de d
Avec J. Gippert, P . Mah® et W. Schul ze, il
monumentalThe Caucasian Albanian Palimpsests of Mt. S{Monu-

menta Palaeographica Medii Aevi. Series lBganicasica) publié en

deux volumes & Turnhout en 2608091, dont il avait également €o

éci t | 61 nt r oRl Mahé).iSorile ménze\sget; je signale éga-

| ement son article ¢ :udeRlangueian@ennee do
du Caucase retrouvéd »publié dans le€omptes rendus des séances de

| 6 Acad®mi e des -letrest4d/2 (1997),on54332t Bel
(avec JP. Mahé)i, qui annongait la découverte exceptionnelle du pa-
limpseste bilingue (albanien et géorgien) du monastére de -Sainte

Catherine. Sur l es missions g®or gi
d®chiffremeen débaodmen, on peut |
rement de | 6®criture des Al baniens

avec JP. Mahé)danslegSo mpt es rendus des s®anc
Inscriptions et Belletettres145/3 (2001), p. 1239257.

LOIAEA avait eu | dhonnenotspdagerdld accu
Conférence générale de 2011, a Budapest. Il nous avait alors présenté une
lectomagistralis nt i t ul ®e fASome Lessons fro
Par ce message, je tiens a exprimer tautes condoléances a la famil-

le et a tous les proches de notre regretté collegue disparu.

Avec mes cordiales salutations,

Valentina Calzolari

Dear colleagues,

As many of you, | am shocked hearing about the decease of my
friend andcolleague Zaza Aleksidze. For those who are not familiar
with him, the preface | wrote two years ago for a festschrift celebrating
his 85th birthday (Chitunashvili, Dali / Aleksidze, Nikoloz / Gaprin-
dashvili, Khatuna / Grdzelishvili, Lana / Dundua, Natienteshash-

15
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vili, Sopiko / Khositashvili, Irma (eds.)fhe Caucasus between East

and West. Historical and Philological Studies in Honour of Zaza Alek-

sidze /raMh s i a a&mosav! et s doriubpiologius s av | e
aebani meawna Zaza Aleksis dabadéis 85 clistavisadm?, TbiILsi:

Norneli AeNeliAs saxelobis Sakartvelos xelnacerta erovnuli reen

2021) may provide an idea of his work; you will find it online at
https://titus.unifrankfurt.de/personal/jg/pdf/jg2021e.pdf

Sincerely,

Jost Gippert

Auch die WienerByzantinistik / Kaukasusforschung wird dem
groRen Forscher und liebenswerten Menschen ein ehrendes Andenken
bewahren!

Werner Seibt

Cara Valentina,

Nell o strazio dell déincendio dell
qui alstanbul, la prima cattedrale della nostra comunita, & stato un col-
po ulteriore la triste notizia della dipartita di Zaza Aleksidze, amico di
vecchia data e collega di grande rilievo scientifico.

Lébavevo conosciuto al Pri mo Si my
Transcaucasica (Milanib Bergamoi Venezia, 1979) e subito tra noi
era nata | 6amicizia, forse anche

mo giunti del tutto indipendentemente e senza conoscerci, sulla que-
stione della separazione delle Chiese Armenacedaea. Fece tradur-

re in georgiano il mio articolo e poi ogni volta che andavo a Thilisi lo
incontravo; viaggi abbastanza frequenti allora, in particolare nel conte-
sto accademico dell 6Uni one Sovieti
dei grandi convegni émaposi organizzati dalle rispettive accademie.

1 The Festschrift is available for download athttps:/manuscript.ge/wp
content/uploads/2021/12/THEAUCASUSBETWEEN-EAST-AND -WEST-Il.pdf
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Un momento particolarmente intenso di collaborazione con Zaza e
tanti altri colleghi georgiani, armeni ed europei furono gli anni 2001
2003 nell 6ambito di una ricerca |1
the 19th centuryo. Il n quel cont est
ne con un convegno la seduta conclusiva della ricerca. Visitammo in-
sieme San Lazzaro dove tenne anche un indirizzo di saluto a nome dei
suoi colleghi georgiani.

Purtroppo, da parecchi anmon ho potuto visitare Thilisi a causa

dei mol teplici i mpegni fuor i dal |
negli ultimi dieci anni. Ma era sempre nel mio pensiero di farci una vi-
sita, anche e soprattutto per i nc

scaco, non permise di realizzare questo pensiero. Sono felice di aver
partecipato ai due volumi di Miscellanea in suo onore.

Che dorma il suo riposo eterno nella luce del Signore e il suo esem-
pio di uomo, in particolare di studioso serio, profondo, modpstsa
servire da modello e da incitamento per le giovani generazioni.

Con un cordiale saluto a te e a quanti leggono queste righe.

P. Levon

Dear Valentina,
Dear colleagues,

so sad when giants are leaving this wokdn. behalf ofYSU and
would like toforward condolences téamily and friends to all of us
who newBatono Zaza

He had his firm footprint in the field arids contribution will stay...
Sadly,

SashdAlexander Markarov]

17



AIEA Newsletter n° 57 March 2023

Auch die WienerByzantinistik / Kaukasusforschung wird dem
grof3en Forscher und liebenswerten Menschen ein ehrendes Andenken
bewahren!

Werner Seibt

... Auch meine Gedanken sind in dankbarer Erinnerung bei Zaza Alek-
sidze und seiner Familibesonders Lela, die mehrere Semester in Hal-
le forschte.

Armenuhi DrostAbgarjan
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Me s s age du Comit ® de | 6 A

Chers et cheres Collegues,

Depuis la nuit du 12 septembre, des affrontements a grande échelle
ontéclatt ald r onti re entre | 6Ar m®ni e e
| ocal it ®sontétdfrappée® patege bombardementszéris.

Les premiéres estimations parues dans la presse font état de nom-
breuses victimes deleux cotés.

Le Comit® de | 6phs @grakde prédccupation e | a
événements et tient a exprimer sa solidarité entiére aux collégues et
au peuple d6Ar m®ni e, ai nsi quo” t
des hostilités.

Nous appelons 7 | 0 aretdudoubleespe®td i at
du cessete-feudu 9 novembre 2026t de | 6i nt ®gr it ®
la République d'Arméniektat souverain, membre de 'ONU et du
Conseil de I'EuropeAprés la guerrede 2020,il est impératif
d'arréter une nouvelle escalade militaolans leHautKarabagh et,
maintenant, dans le territoire méme de I'Arméntede poursuivre,

sur des bases solides, les négociations en vue d'une solution par la
voie diplomatique.

Avec nos meilleures salutations,

Le comit® de | 6AI EA
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Letter calling attention to the destruction and desecration
of Armenian religious and cultural heritage property by
Azerbaijan and the denial of right to exercise religious rites

To: Honorable Alexandra Xanthaki

UN Special Rapporteur in the field of culturajhis

c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Email: srculturalrights@ohchr.org

To: HonorableNazila Ghanea

UN Special Rapporte on freedom of religion or belief
c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

E-mail:

December 14, 2022

Dear Ms. Xanthaki and Ms. Ghanea;

We write on behalf of thérmenian Bar Associatioto follow-up on
our previous communications with your predecessors.

The Bar Association is joined in this letter by tiiether See of Holy
Etchmiadzin Argentine Armenian Lawyers Associatiogsmenian Cultural
Foundation Association Frangaise des Avocats et Juristes Arméniens
(AFAJA), Association Internationale des Etudes Arménie(lsA), Asso-
ciation of Amenian Lawyers,DeutschArmenische Juristenvereinigung
Lemkin Institute for Genocide Preventjdtational Association for Armenian
Studies and Resear@HAASR), Save Armenian Monumen{SAM), theSo-
ciety for Armenian Studie€SAS), andResearch on Armenian Architecture
(RAA) Foundation.

The Armenian Bar Associatiois an international neprofit organization
of judges, attorneys, law professors, law students, and legal professionals. In
November 2022, the Bar Association testified about the afsiestruction of

1 Previous correspondence with the Honorable Karima Bennoune and the Honorable Ahmed Shaheed
can be found on the Ar gamuaiyaln202B betigkod 3 80a1d éttart i on o s
September 21, 2021 LeftendApril 2022 ReportThe Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
previously wrote to Azerbaijanb6s representative
raised in this letter, but those letters remain unanswered (See Refatedet= 1/2021& AL AZE

3/2021).
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cultural heritage and the denial of the right tigrelis freedom during the
United States Senate ForeiApssessiigel at i
U.S. Foreign Palicy in the Caucasthe Bar Association with the Mother

See has issued a comprehensirton the issues of destruction and erasure

of Armenian cultural heritage and impediments created to the rights to exer-
cise freedom of religion of Christiglrmenians.n addition to these issues,

the Armenian Bar Associath has issued reports and letters to UN mandate
hol der s r eg a rratinl miscrimhatieagdinsti Afmeniadss its
treatment oPOWsand its responsibility in carrying oatbitrary executions

of ethnic Armenians.

In September 202@\zerbaijan launched an unprovoked military offensive
against the Armenian population in Artsakh (also referred to as Nagorno
Karabakh).The attack was timed to launch in the middle of the COVID pan-
demic and in the few weeks before the 2020 US Presidelstitibn. The eyes
of the United States and international communities averted, the aggression drew
little attention and Azerbaijan has evaded any accountabiitihis day, Azer-
bai jands aggression remains unchecke

In November 2020, a ceasefire stateneokered by Russia mandated that
Armenians (governed by the Republic of Artsakh) cede control of portions of
Artsakh and adjacent territories to Azerbaijan. While the ceasefire statement
brought a temporary standsiill, the current situation leaves nramgnf&n mon-
uments and religious places of worship at heightened risk of destruction.

Azerbaijanhas a lengthy, documented history of denying the existence of,
and intentionally destroying, Armenian cultural and religibestage and
monumentsiErom1997 to 2006, Azerbaijan deliberately obliterated nearly all
traces of once prevalent Armenian culture in an area known as Nakhichevan.
They razed Armenian medieval churches, thousands of ancient carved cross
stones Khachkar}, and historical tombstonés/ideo footage from 2005 de-
picts Azerbaijan destroying the surviving portions of the medieval necropolis
of Djulfa, that housed thousands of Armenian ecetsae<. The traditions of

! Special investigation: Declassified satellite images show erastmmehian churched he Art News-

paper (June 1, 2021 h r i st i n @he MEalieval Arménian Mbnuments in Nagekt@arabakh

Mug be Protectedd Apol |l o Magazine ( Decembemwmerfallos?2020) ;
Azerbaijan and The Worst Cultural Genocide of the 21st Centurgy T h e Cch 4,2@9);an ( Mar
Nor a Mc Ghe &cliolars, Ciiitural Institutions Are Calling to Protect Armenian Heyitage
Smithsonian Magazine (November 24, 2020).

2Si mon Maghakyan AsRegine Somceats lits ERsSurdridigeaons Arménian Cultyred

Hyperallergic (February 18, 201@pestruction of the Armenian Cemetery of Djulfa | Cldelt@Sat

Ri sAzerbaidhn: Famous Medieval Cemetery Vanishes: IWPR reporter confims that there is naththe left

celebrated stone crossesof Jugha | nst i t ut e f o WheltherWorlll LoBkedaAway: THRe por t i |
Destruction of Julfa Cemeten06 Radi o Free Eur opgat ¢ Dé&WaldHe@igebbon, 26
Committee Meeting in Baku Wil be Hosted by Cultural Destroyérs Cul t ur al Pr operty New
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https://www.apollo-magazine.com/medieval-armenian-monuments-nagorno-karabakh/
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https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-azerbaijan-cultural-genocide-khachkars
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-azerbaijan-cultural-genocide-khachkars
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/metropolitan-museum-scholars-call-protection-cultural-heritage-nagorno-karabakh-180976364/
https://hyperallergic.com/482353/a-regime-conceals-its-erasure-of-indigenous-armenian-culture/
https://www.icomos.org/risk/world_report/2006-2007/pdf/H@R_2006-2007_09_National_Report_Azerbaijan.pdf
azerbaijan:%20Famous%20Medieval%20Cemetery%20Vanishes:%20IWPR%20reporter%20confirms%20that%20there%20is%20nothing%20left%20of%20the%20celebrated%20stone%20crosses%20of%20Jugha
azerbaijan:%20Famous%20Medieval%20Cemetery%20Vanishes:%20IWPR%20reporter%20confirms%20that%20there%20is%20nothing%20left%20of%20the%20celebrated%20stone%20crosses%20of%20Jugha
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-azerbaijan-julfa-cemetery-destruction-unesco-cultural-heritage/30986581.html?fbclid=IwAR38guzAYkn3_fnSCPl3XoD8iBeNxJOdcjcw4fb4V8HW9ZvNLzNKn-uwM0M
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-azerbaijan-julfa-cemetery-destruction-unesco-cultural-heritage/30986581.html?fbclid=IwAR38guzAYkn3_fnSCPl3XoD8iBeNxJOdcjcw4fb4V8HW9ZvNLzNKn-uwM0M
https://culturalpropertynews.org/unesco-exposed/
https://culturalpropertynews.org/unesco-exposed/

HT.061-0. St. Sargis Church (Mokhrenes/Susanlyg)

J7  March 5, 2022/ SkySat

Oct. 22, 2021 / SkySat
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khachkarcrafting andkhachkarsymbolism are listed od NESCO6s Repr
sentative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humarigskhachkarsare used

for devotional and worship purposes by Armenian Christians and pilgrims, in
addition to documenting the history of the region.

Experts predicted that in the aftermath of2620 war, Azerbaijan would
continue its official policy of cultural erasuiinfortunately, that prediction
has proven prescient. Artsakh is endowed with a deeply rich cultural history,
including thousands of religious sites and monuments, many daiikg ba
thousands of years. While Russian peacekeeping forces monitor some Arme-
nian places of worship (most notably Dadivank, a9fthcentury monastic
complex with a cathedral rebuilt in the 13th ceniudiscussed below), they
do not provide protection fa great many other Armenian religious sites,
leaving them extremely vulnerable.

Caucasusieritage Waitch, a ngorofit research organization led by anthro-
pology and near eastern studies professors from Cornell University and Purdue
University, utilizes satdlite imagery to monitor and document destruction in
Artsakh since the November 2020 ceasefire staterAsmdf October 2022,
Caucasusleritage Watch has documented the complete destruction and erasure
in July, 2022 of the historical Saint Sargis Churiehfiattening of several cem-
eteries, and the destruction of and threats to siths?

e ?} lo 20 _dag
0 2 . | —
pea——, Meters e 2% - |

Photo credit: Caucasus Heritage Watch

Under the pretext of its fAreconstr
campaign of removing evidence of Armenian presence from the Holy

MAzeri Soldiers VVandalized a Cemetery in Nagéfambakh, Rekindling Fears of Desfruction of Armenian Herit-

age 0 Ar chyde ( NSlentErmadure: A Salite Inveidatbroo) the DeStruction of Armenian Cuk

tural Heritage in Nakhichivan, Azerbajad Caucasus Heritage Watch (Septeml
! AArmenian crosstones art. Symbolism and craftsmanship of Khachkrs UNE S CO.

2 fjArtsakh: Cultural Heritage under Thidgat Sunday Edi ti on of ak3g@eil)al | er gi
3 fiCaucasus Heritage Watch: Monitoring Report# Caucasus Heritage Watch (
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Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral landmark of Armenian cultural and

religious identity in Shushi that Azerbaijan Iselled repeatedly and inten-

tionally during the war with high precision weapoh.art of t he 0
n

structiono of the cathedral has i
which are architecturally distinctive as Armenian Apostblicz e r bai j an
fireconstructiono Awithout i nput of

been admonished by USCIR&s no members of the Armenian Apostolic
Church have been consulted.

During war After war

Many acts of ruin and destruction hakeen documented on the
ground since November, 2020, including vandalism, graffiti, desecra-
tion, disfigurement of key features of religious monuments (domes and
crosses), and the destruction of cemeteries and-stosss' In 2021,

! RArtsakh Ombudsman Second Interim Public Report on the Azerbaijani Atrocities Against the Artsakh
Population in September to October 2020( Oc t o b e Azerlagn: AttAck ¢h @hurch Pssible

WarCrime 6 Human Rights Watch (December 16, 2020) .
MAzer baisjtaomr tichgo Ghazanchetsots ChaArtkakhdOma | unde |
budsman 6 Publ i c Radi o ofwiteApostrediomadzerbaibaipipl@nat N&sién2 1) ;
Aghaev.

3 USCIRF Concerned by Azerbaijan Religion Law Amendments, Condition of Ghazanchetsots Cathe-

dral, Press Release (May 17, 2021)

“Rob Lee,Twitter post(November 14, 2020); Sascha Duerk@pitter post(November 20, 2020);

fAzerbaijanis destroy Armenian crestene in occupied Artsakh vilaged Publ i ¢ Radi o of
(January 12, 2021jiAzeri Soldiers Vandalized a Cemetery in Nagdfaoabakh, Rekindling Fears of

Destruction of Armenian Heritaged Ar c hy d e ( N dligrenmBblayanTwter post(®®d 2 0 ) ;
vember 1Zhe Azerithiull inifitary Bervicemen are vandalizing the Armenian church of St.

Yeghishe in the Mataghis region of Artsaskb Hu man Rights Defender of t
( Mar ch 2 Ad Hoc2POhliclReport ofi the Armenian Cultural Heritage in Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh): Cases of Vandalisand At Risk of Destruction by Azerbaja@  Hu man Ri ght s Omb
of the Republic of Bambgs @ KCtitural RropemyuNeany Dathdge to R 2 1) ;
Cultural Heritage of Al Mankind Hu man Ri ghts Ombudsman of the Re
2 0 2 1AYerbaiafiis Remove Cross from Spitak Khach Church in Occupied HalutAs bar ez . c o |
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https://twitter.com/tbalayan/status/1327676346315706369?s=20
https://www.ombuds.am/en_us/site/VideoGalleryView/520
https://www.ombuds.am/en_us/site/VideoGalleryView/520
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/792
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/792
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/500
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/500
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the BBC documented thmomplete elimination of another churelzo-
ravor Holy Mother of God Church located near the village of Mekhaka-
van (Jebrayil), now under Azerbaijani conttdllotably, many of the

photos and video stills of vandalism and destruction originate with and

feature Azerbaijanimilitary personnel. To deny the existence of Arme-
nian cultural and religious heritage, many sites are falsely represented as
A Al b aundiiaon i
In addition to the threat of eradication of religious sites, Armenian Chris-
tians cannot safely return to Artsakh under Azerbaijani occupatiqpilfor
grimages, services, monastic life, and custodianship. The following statistics
obtained from church officials show the levels of activity within some of the
main churches and monasteries impez 2019 and 2020 (for the first nine
months before the Azeb ai | an o s
period during which, among other things, Azerbaijan has blocked all access
to the sites, resulting in the ceasing of Armenian baptisms and marriages.

Vibrant religious communities have entirely disappeared.

ncl udi ng

by

of fic

i al aut

aggressi owma a

S

Church or Monastery Name Number of Baptisms Number of Marriages

2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022
St Savior  (Ghazanchetsots] 382 235 0 0 86 22 0 0
Church in Shushi
Hovhanness Mkrtich (John the| 69 78 0 0 38 4 0 0
Baptist, also known as the Greer|
Church)
Dadivank Monastery 156 682 0 0 9 5 0 0
St Resurrection Church of Ber- | 7 8 0 0 5 4 0 0
dzor
St Mary Church of Hadrut 25 18 0 0 7 5 0 0

Dadivank is a large, medieval monastic complex, a center for literary pro-

duction, and was an active religious site, where worshippers and pilgrims

woul d regul arly
After the November, 2020 ceasefire statement, under the protection of

Russian peacekeepers, Armenian monks remained in the monastery and

att

end

ma s s

up to

t

(January 27, 2022JAzerbaijani soldiers vandalize Armenian church in Artsakh vilage Panor a ma

Armenian news (February 8, 2022).
1 fAiNagorneKarabakh: The mystery of the missing chidrch

2 Cultural Heritaye Is Caught Up in the Conflict Over Nagoitarabakh Atlas Obscura (December 10,

2020)
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pilgrims were, for a time, allowed to visit. But the situation at Dadivank
swiftly deteriorated. From April, 2021 toghpresent, Azerbaijan has re-
fused to allow pilgrimages thertn a report entitledWe are left alone

with you, Lord." Clergymen of Dadivank await Armenian pilgrirtie
situation in Dadivank is documented from the perspective of the handful
of monks remaiing theret Although this site is monitored by tens of
Russian peacekeepers, the freedom of religion and use of sacred Dadivank
is rendered impossible as the monks are surrounded by hundreds of Azer-
baijani troops, are subject to psychological intimidgtiare taunted and
tormented, have unsteady phone access, and are unable to freely leave the
grounds of the monastic complex for fear of altercatfons.

In September, 2021, Armeniadged with the Registry of the Interna-
tional Court 0 fequesdtuas tndicatien of @rdviSiahal ) a
measures regarding the violations by Azerbaijan of the International Con-
vention of December 21, 1965, on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination. During the ICJ proceedings, Azerbaijan indefensibly de-
nied the very existence of Armenian cultural heritdigddecember, 2021,
in its decision on provisional measures, the Court ordered that Azerbaijan
fishall protect the right to access and enjoy Armeriigtoric, cultural
and religious heritage, including but not limited to, churches, cathedrals,
places of worship, monuments, landmarks, cemeteries and other buildings
and artefacts, by inter alia terminating, preventing, prohibiting and pun-
ishing their vadalisation, destruction or alteration, and allowing Arme-
nians to visit places of worshé@pFlouting the provisional order, Azerbai-
jan subsequently announced the creation of a special committee that
would act to purge traces of Armenian heritage.

To dae , Azerbaijan has denied UNESC
area notwithstandi ng UNESpei@doRap- mul t
porteur in the field of cultural r
representatives on two occasions in 2021 concerning thesss,idsut
those letters remain unanswered (See Referéiic&ZE 1/2021& AL

1 Menk Menag Enk Mnatsel Kez Hed, Der: Dadivanki Hokevoragannere Hay Oukhdavorneri en shas-
soum(Translated: "We are left alone with you, Lord." Clergymémadivank await Armenian pil-
grims), Azadutyun News Channel (July KhNa-2021) (T
gornoKarabakh, Land MineBulldozers and Lingering Tensipn® Ant on Tr oi anovski ,
25, 2021) (describing situation at Dadivank).

2 The civilian population of Artsakh is also subject to psychological intimidation and propaganda en-
couraging them to leave their ancestral lafiigerim Report on Violations of the rights of Artsakh peo-

ple by Azerbaijan in FebruatMarch2022 6 Human Ri ghts Def ender of Art
3Si mon Ma dEmmldeyed by, Ukrdine Crisis, Azerbaijan Escalates its War on Armenian Her-

itage Sites 0 Hy per al | er gy 4 2022pAiea internatienal Crificisr, rAzerdaijani au-

thorities attempted to walk back their initial statements concerning this committee.
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AZE 3/202)). USCIRF has recommended that the U.S. State Depart-
ment include Azerbaijan on the Special Watch List.

However, there are still no assurances that Armenian cultural and re-
ligious heritage sites will be protected in territories that are under Azer-
baijanéds occupati on, and there are
pilgrims to access the Armenian religiosites?’Az er bai j andés d
tion of Armenian cultural and religious heritage is squarely within a
broader systematic effort and pattern by Azerbaijan to: (1) deprive Ar-
menian Christians of the ability to exercise their fundamental right to
freely exerciseheir religion, (2) ethnically cleanse Artsakh of Armenian
people and worshippers, and (3) erase the record of Armenian history
and heritage and any evidence of Armenian presence from the region.

Our purpose in making this submission is to inform youheké ac-
tivities which advance Azerbaijanos
Armenians of Artsakh. We are committed to bringing attention to atroci-
ties committed by Azerbaijan and documenting them in our reports.

We would be grateful for aopportunity to discuss these issues with
you and can make ourselves available at your earliest convenience.

Respectfully submitted,

Armenian Bar Association
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
Argentine Armenian Lawyers Association
ArmenianCultural Foundation
Association Frangaise des Avocats et Juristes Arméniens (AFAJA)
Association Internationale des Etudes Arméniennes (AIEA)
Association of Armenian Lawyers
DeutschArmenische Juristenvereinigung
Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention
National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR)
Save Armenian Monuments (SAM)
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS)
Research on Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation

1 AUnited States Commissiom dnternational Religious Freedoin2022 Annual Repaiti USCIRF
(April 2022)

2 Civil society groups such &AA, Save Armenian Monumentglonument WatclandAUA Artsakh
Heritage Projedtave been raising awareness of these issues
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS:
AIEA WORKSHOPS

In view of the great success pfevious workshops and in the
hope of encouraging broader participation from the membership, the
AIEA Committeeis soliciting proposals for workshops to be organ-
isedin the years 2023/2024albeit not coinciding with the General
Conference that will takelgce in September 2024.

Proposals for events to take place in $eeond half of 2023re
particularly encouraged, arthrly Modern and Modern topics are
especially welcome, although all applications relevant to the field of
Armenian Studies (broadly deé&d) will be considered.

The proponents will host the event with the support of their insti-
tutions and shoulder all organisational tasks, while the AIEA will
contributeup to 3,000 eurogo the organisation and offer scholarly
support and networking opportities.

Proposals must be sent to the President, Prof. Valentina Calzolari
(valentina.calzolari@unige.phwith the Secretantdra.andrews@univie.ad.at
and Treasureiréne.tinti.82@gmail.cojin copy,before 30 April 2023

The dossier should include thamesof the organiser(s) artbst
institutions, thetitle and provisional structure of the proposed
workshop (including length and number of participants), a short
presentation of its topic, goals, and methodologies (max. 500
words), possibledates a provisionalbudget, and a statement con-
cerning otherfunding that has been obtained aldy or for which
applications are pending.

All members in good standing can apply, irrespective of their
membership level, as long as they have the support of their host insti-
tutions and can obtain additional funding if needed.

The committee remains atthee mber shi pds cthi- s p o s a
ifications.

AIEA Committee
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Martin Luther University HAllétenberg-2 September 2021
(Download programme and abstraete

Presidentds Opening Spe

Esteemed Guests, dear Colleagues and Friends,

| have the privilege and thgreat personal pleasure to welcome
you today to the I5General Conference of the International Asso-
ciation of Armenian Studies. The General Conferences play a high-
ly important role in the life of our Association: at a periodic scale,
they offer us, the membership, the opportunity to meet each other
and shareour common interests in Armenology along with the re-
sults of our current investigations in all aspects of Armenian Stud-
ies from Antiquity to the contemporary time. Last year we sadly
had to cancel our conference due to the changing and challenging
time cased by the COVIBL9 pandemic. We were confident that
we would be able to meet in September of this year, in Halle, in the
prestigious venue of the National Academy of Sciences, the Leo-
poldina. Concerned by the fact that the health situation remained
complicated, a few months ago, the AIEA committee and Professor
Armenuhi DrostAbgaryan, as a main organiser, along with the or-
ganising committee as a whole, decided to opt for an online confer-
ence. This is the first conference in the history of our Association
which is completely conducted on a digital platform. | would like to
express my warmest thanks to Professor DAdsiaryan for the
capacity of adaptation that she showed in this particular context,
and for ensuring all the technical needs. Dear Armenuhit game
will be inscribed with a golden pen in the Annals of the AIEA, as
the name of the first organiser ever of a General Conference of the
Association conducted remotely.

While the postponement of one year is regrettable, nevertheless, it
does allow us to celebrate an important annivergheyforty years

28


https://wcms.itz.uni-halle.de/download.php?down=59945&elem=3365999

AIEA Newsletter n° 57 March 2023

since the foundation of the AssociationFormally registered in the
Netherlands in 1982, the founding act is rooted981, and in 2011
we celebrated the 8Canniversary, during the f1General Confer-
ence which was held in Budapest.

It was during a meeting at the Netherlands Institute of Advanced
Studies, at Wassenaar, that Professors Michael Stone and Jos
Weitenberg, gson assisted by Chris Burchard, took the initiative to
create an Association for the promotion and coordination of Armeni-
an studies, an area of research which they knew to be promising. It
was over a cup of coffee that this decision was made, followira Nir
Stoneds suggestion, as Michael
pleasure to recall it, too. | had the honour of collaborating for years
with this founding team, whose initiative and wise clairvoyance are
to be praised. By the end of the 70s/early 80senian studies had
received a new impetus, among other things through the creation of
new chairs. If Armenian Studies were flourishing, at that time there
was still little contact between the different researchers involved in
the field. Hence the desite create an association with the aim of
coordinating the various Armenological activities, encouraging ex-
changes and collaborations and, in doing so, contributing to the pro-
motion of this field of study and research. Today we number more
than 350 members

Forty years later, the field is still flourishing, as the large partici-
pation in the present Conference shows, but the challenges that con-
front us in the promotion of Armenian studies have significantly
changed, as well as the means to promote contaug aslvanced
technologies. This anniversary conference will give us a unique op-
portunity to think about the history and the mission of our Associa-
tion. | hope we will have a productive discussion on this subject dur-
ing the general meeting, on Friday.

Coming back to the past, | would like to recall that the first invita-
tion to participate in the creation of the AIEA was addressed to col-
leagues in Europe and in the Middle East, and immediately received
at least fourty favourable reactions, as a proof thatithiiative re-
sponded to an expectation in the Armenian studies. Relations with
colleagues in the United States were not neglected. The Society of
Armenian Studies already existed, and it was decided that the two
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associations woul dorganeations 8Siece teem,d e n t
good relations have been developed, and common initiatives have
recently been supported by the AIEA jointly with the SAS and
NAASR, as | will have the opportunity to mention in my report to

the General Meeting, on Friday.

One ofthe main goals of the Association from the beginning was
to ensure the regular participation in our workshops and general con-
ferences of a number of colleagues from Armenia. The first guests
were Gevorg Jahukyan and Edward Jrbashyan, who, in 1988, attend-
ed, as guests, the General Conference organized by the late professor
Dirk van Damme, in Fribourg (Switzerland). At that time, there were
no members of the Association in Soviet Armenia. One of the more
important developments in these last years has beeentargement
of the membership in Armenia. This is an aspect that | would like to
stress with the highest emphasis. Moreover, in 2014, for the first time
in the history of our association, we have been invited, as an Asso-
ciation, by an Armenian institutio The late director of the Matena-
daran, Hrachia Tamrazyan, himself a membemmganized the 1'3
General conference in Armenia. That conference was an important
step which paved the way to strengthen the relationships of the Asso-
ciation with the academiworld in Armenia, and in particular with
the Matenadaran. In recognition of this Armenian involvement and
of the importance we place on the collaboration with Armenia, in
2018, a distinguished colleague from Yerevan, Nazenie Garibian,
was ceopted as a ember of the Committee. | will have the pleasure
to say more about the cooperation with the Matenadaran during the
General Meeting.

In the last few years, we have also received the first applications
for membership from Turkish scholars, and this wasva develop-
ment that | would like to stress and to promote as well. | will say
more in my report, on Friday. | also wish to highlight the recent ap-
plications of new members from Iran, Lebanon, and Israel. This
presence of the AIEA in the Middle East is indiwith the principles
of the Association since its foundation and it is to be encouraged.

The General Conference in Budapest that | just mentioned gave
us the opportunity to foster the contacts with Armenologists and cen-
tres of Armenian Studies in Centialirope. The present Conference
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gives us the chance to have a closer collaboration with the Armeno-
logical academic context in Germany, and in particular in Halle. It is
an honour for the AIEA to be hosted by the Mesrop Center and the
Martin Luther Univerdy in HalleWittenberg, where Armenology is
part of the curriculum. It is my pleasure to stress the importance of
the Mesrop Center for Armenian Studies, which is the only German
centre specializing in Armenian studies. This is a centre of research
and leaning unique in Germany, and rare in the European academic
context. Its founding director was Professor Hermann Goltz, who
was an active member of the AIEA. Since 2010, the Centre has been
led by its dynamic director, Professor Dréddigaryan. Founded in
1998, in 20182019 it celebrated its $0anniversary with a series of
events and conferences. | trust you will join me in wishing to the
Centre a long and prosperous life, and many more activities and in-
ternational collaborations, in addition to thoselieady has, includ-

ing with the AIEA.

The present conference hosts around eifjlagy people, coming
from eighteen countries: Armenia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, France, Greece, Germany, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Ita-
ly, Lebanon, Poland, Rem, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. This shows the very international character of the
AIEA across three continents. This international character is also re-
lated to the variety of the languages of the communications, includ-
ing Armenian.

The variety of the topics of the lectures listed in the program
shows the richness and the diversification of research currently car-
ried out by AIEA members and, in a general way, the strength of
Armenology itself. Several fields are covered, fronciant to mod-
ern times: art, literature, history, linguistics, philology, sociology,
theology, and so on.

As usual, keynote lectures are scheduled. | would like to express
my heartfelt thanks to the guest speakers who accepted our invita-
tion: (in order) DrVahan Ter Ghevondyan, Prof. Christina Maranci,
and Dr Vahé Tachjian. Their distinguished lectures will cover some
of the topical subjects of investigation in the field of Armenian Stud-
ies, as usual for the Ancient, Medieval and Contemporary periods.
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I would like to thank, especially, everyone who has contributed in
one way or another to the organisation and success of this confer-
ence. The main organiser, professor D#isgaryan, and the mem-
bers of the organising and scientific committees: Dr Balint Kovacs
(Budapest / Halle), Ms Uta Koschmieder (Leipzig / Halle), Dr André
Hohn (Halle), Dr Hakob Matevosyan (Leipzig), Ms Sirarpi Movsis-
yan (Leipzig), Michael Spinka (Halle), Prof. Hacik Gazeghberg
/ Erlangen), Prof. Jost Gippert (Frankfurt a. M. / Hamlpuiigr
Meline Pehlivanian (Berlin), jointly with all the AIEA committee
members.

Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors of the Conferetiee
German Research Foundation (DFG) and the Leibniz Institute for the
History and Culture of Eastern Europe (GWZOand to all the es-
teemed guests who will honour us with a welcome address: the Hon-
ourable Minister for Economy, Science and Digitalisation of Saxony
Anhalt, Armin Willingmann; his Excellency the Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia, Ashot Smbatyan; tBérector of the Leibniz
Institute for the History and Culture of Eastern Europe, Professor
Christian L¢bke. Last but not least, | am also deeply grateful to all
the participants who have gathered for this major event.

I am confident that this conferenedll provide impactful out-
comes and | wish you all fruitful discussions and exchanges. Thank
you for your kind attention.

Prof. Valentina Calzolari
AIEA President
2 September 2021
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Assembl ®e g®n®r al e d
3 septembre 2021, 17h30 (online)

Ordre du jour

1. Acceptation de | 6ordre du jour
2. Approbation du pros-verbal de la dernre assemii@ ggh®@ale

(Oxford, 11 aét 2017), publ®dansNewslettei53, p. 2325

3. Lecture et approbation du rapport de I&kente

4. Lecture et approbation du rapport de la ®age

5. Lecture et approbation du rapport de I&®ri re

6. Elections (voir: Appel’ candidatures, env@®avec un email
Spa®auxmemb es effectifs de | 6AI EA)

7. Approbation des nouveaux membr
communig®e sur place)

8. Propositions individuelles et divers

Agenda

1. Acceptance of the agenda
2. Approval of the minutes of the previous General Mee{iDg-
ford, 11 August 2017), published Newslette’53, p. 2325

3. Presentation and approval of t
4 . Presentation and approval of t
5. Presentation and approval of t

6. Elections (see Call for nomination sent to the Reguembers of
the AIEA with a separate email)

7. Approval of new members of the Association (a list will be com-
municated at the meeting)

8. Proposals and any other business
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Rapport de la Présidente
depuis | 6Assembl| ®e GExo@r al e du

Ce rapport rend compte des actiywv
Assemblée géneérale (Oxford, 11 aolt 2017) et porte sur la période
allant du mois dbéao%t 2017 au moi
querai notamment des informations sur les poinissis:

1. réunions et composition du comité ;

2. membres

3. finances ;

4. lettres et prises de position officielles;

5, activit®s et projets de | 6Asso

a. Conférence générale ;
b. workshops (organisés ou a venir) et Actes de colloque ;
c. projet éditorial de la sérielistory of Armenian Studies
(Brill) ;
d projet AKasalkfhgonl i neod
e. projet de bibliographie raisonnée des membres, online
6. moyens de communication Newsletter website, liste
AIEA@telf, Facebook ;
7. collaborations.

1. Réunons et composition du comité

Y

Je vous informe que | e comiit® so
le 27 ao(t 2018, a Viennde 23 février 2019, a Geneéye d o autr es
nions ont eu lieu par la voie télématique le 27 avril et le 17 septembre
2020, ainsi que le 3 mai, le 31 juilletle26 aolt 2021. Une réunion du
Steering committee du projelistory of Armenian Studiesvec les res-
ponsables du volume sur la linguistique a eu lieu le 2 juillet 2020. Une
runi on du Steering c-AmmsakbeodUli.
eulieule 31j ui I | et 2021. A cela sbaccc
dé®changes par courriel

Depuis la derniere Assemblée générale, la composition du comité a
connu quelques changements, régulierement annoncés par les moyens
de communication habituels de notre Assoorafct. § 6) :
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- deux membres ont été €élus pour le triennk0d82020: Marco
Bais (Editor duNewslettey et Irene Tinti (Trésoriere)

- deux membres ont été cooptés pour la pérkide32020: Nazé-
nie Garibian (responsable du compte arménien et des finances concer-
nant |l es membres doéAr m®ni e) et Be
web de | 6AI EA et membr e digtonSof eer i r
Armenian Studigs en2018 le comité a égaleemt coopté Tara An-
drews en tant que Secrétaire adjointe, appelée a seconder Theo M. van

Lint, Secr®taire principal jusquo-~
Je tiens ici - rappel er |l 6engager
| 6 Al EA penda s en tahege'Editb@dNewslatter @uis

Tr ®sorier et ensuite, Secr ®t aire

notre gratitude pour son d®vouemen

- trois membres ont été élus pour le triennik@192021: T. An-
drews (Secrétaire), Adsandro Orengo et moiéme (Présidente). Des
élections pour ces trois positions, arrivant a échéance le 31 décembre,
sont en cours.

Comme annonc® dans | 6appel T ocar
aux membres effectifs | e nitésw ¥t 2
porter candidat pour un nouveau mandat. Je tiens a le remercier vive-
ment pour son activité au sein du comité. On lui doit, entre autres, la
conception et la corganisation, en 2018, du premier workshop de
| 6 Al EA e ha Gumrm@arkshep dd les Actes ont été rapi-
dement publiés (cf. § 5b). Déja auparavant, Alessandro avait accepté de
reprendre la direction du volume sur la linguistique pour la Biste-
ry of Armenian Studies que | e regrett® Jos We
en mesure de mena bien (cf. § 5¢) ;

- M. Bais et . Tinti ont été réélus pour le triennidf21:2023;

- le mandat de N. Garibian et B. Coulie comme membres cooptés a
été renouvelé pour la période212023

- Je rappelle encore que, dep2isl7, Anna Sirinian et Clawe Cox
sont membres du scasmité des élections et que le Steering com-
mittee du projeHistory of Armenian Studiesst composé de B. Coulie

1 Apres la Conférence générale qui a eu lieu a Erevan (Matenadarat] lestbre 2014.
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et moim°® me . Rol and Telfeyan, d®s or ma i
modérateur efficace de la liste net de 'AIEA.

Jetiens a remercier chaleureusement les collegues pour le travail as-
sur® en vue du bon fonctionnement
jours dans un esprit de collégialité et de dévouement a la promotion de
notre mission, ce dont je me réjouis tout palitcement.

2. Membres

a) Nouveaux membres

Des informations détaillées vous seront fournies par la Secrétaire.
Pour ma part, je tiens a souligner que, depuis la derniere Assemblée gé-
n®r ale, de nombreuses personnes O0I
leraib,ent re autres, que | 6adh®si on de
ment propos®e pour approbation
30 juin dernier, par correspondance. Bépt autres candidatures vous
seront soumises lors de cette Assemblée générales d&janis de cet

®l argi ssement continuel de | 6AI EA.
de nouveaux membres doéAr m®ni e, ail
| srazl . Cette pr®sence de | 6AI EA
el l e r®pond,r idnbcaiiplelse ufresn d aatuexu rp  d €

fondation (cf. Statut, art. 3).
b) Nécrologies

Cbest avec |l e ciur lourd que |joba
disparition de plusieurs membres : Bernard Bichakjian, Christoph Bur-
chard (Trésorier fondateur dedé Al EA) , Peter Halfte
Martine Hovhanessian, Anahide Ter Minassian, Robert Thomson (Pa-
tron member de | 6AI EA) et, tr s r@
Bournoutian. Léannonce de | eur di
liste AIEA-telf; des nécrologies ont été et seront publiées dans les
pages diNewsletterJ 6 ai ®gal ement ®crit, au
personnelle de condol ®ances ~ Mme

faire-part pour me communiquer la triste nouvelle. Notre souvenir
connaissant et amical va a ces collégues disparus. Je vousinvite
quelgues moments de silence et de recueillement en leur hommage.
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¢) Nouveau patron member

Cbest en revanche avec joie que
Dickran Kouymjianestdésara i s Patr on member de
sition | ui a ®t® offerte par | e C

naissance pour ses grands meérites dans le domaine des études armé-
niennes ainsi que pour son support constant aux activités de notre As-
sociation. Dick an nous a fait | éhonneur d
mois de janvier dernier.

3. Finances

Le rapport financier (du mois d:¢
vous sera présenté par la Trésoriére I. Tinti. Je me limiterai a quelques

consi d®rations doéoordre g®n®r al . C
association a but non lucratif, dont le seul revesiuconstitué par les
cotisations de ses membres. Le co

de faciliter le plus possible un suivi régulier et les contacts avec les
membres, ainsi que les moyens pour le réglement des cotisations. En
particulicen onl @idmtihr occdounpt e PayPal
am®ricains de pouvoir payer sans
virements bancaires. Quatre comptes sont gérés respectivement par B.
Coulie (compte belge), N. Garibian (compte arménien), Agnés Ouzou-
nian Compte francais), I. Tinti (compte italien). Je les remercie toutes

et tous pour leur engagement.

Je rappell erai encore que | a r ®al
des démarches ponctuelles qui sont effectuées auprées de différents bail-
leursdefondd. 6 or gani sati on de nos derni
possi ble sans | 6aide de plusieurs
Fondation Gulbenkian la Fondation Armenia et la Fondation des
Freres Ghoukassiantz, a Genéve Knights of Vardan Fundof Ar-
menian Studies et NAASR, aux Etdlsis; |l e Consul at C
| 6Association Family Care de Gumri
ture de | a R®nple Mihistegeue la Quiuferene®i-i e
ni st re de | 6£ducat iubd igtued;dd ABC s
German Research Foundation (DFG) et le Leibniz Institute for the His-
tory and Culture of Eastern Europe (Leipzig), qui ont généreusement
soutenu cette Conf ®rence g®n®ral e.
vivement ces bienfaiteurs
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4. Lettres et prises de position officielles

Pour donner suite ° une d®l i b®r a
rale de 2017, a Oxford, des lettres de remerciement ont été adressées
aux instances qui avai ehGonfépeece mi s
géndale (101 2 ao %t 2017, Oxford) ainsi

a) Budapest, CEU

Comme décidé lors de la méme Assemblée générale, le 15 sep-
tembre 2017 | oai adress® une | ett|
Zolt&8n Bal og, pour exprimer notre
la Central European University face aux menaces deetere de leur
institution (cf.NL 53, p. 27).

b) Karabagh et engagement de | 6Al

Presque une année apres le déclenchement de la guerre de 2020, la
situation du Karabagh reste des pl
conti nue diba& grome ouasduterna Kes initiatives, notam-
ment en défense du patrimoine arménien. Par wsage officiel du 2
octobre 2020, le comité a manifesté |'expression de sa solidarité entiére
a I'égard de nos collegues et de toute la population d'Artsakh et d'Ar-
ménie, en appelant a un cestefeu et au droit de la population civile
de vivre en paixdf. NL 55, p. 1213). Je rappelle en outre le soutien
accord® par | 6 Al EA, déentente ave
(SAS) et la National Association for Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR), ©° deux rapports pr®sent ®s
le SaintSi ge dOoEtchmiadzin (en janvie
HautCo mmi ssari at des Nations Unies
une requ°te dobébintervention wurgent
| 60h®r i tage culNLbGp. £3). ar m®ni en (cf.

c) Coloque sur le Caucase, Université de Aahrus

Les ®changes sur | a |iste de | 6A
une discussion autour de I 6annonc
Sud dans | 6Antiquit ®, coll oque ne
spécialistesl 6 ®t udes @d iPMiIi esines t he Edge
Antique Urbanism in the Southern Caucasus [ADi800 0] & ; C
organisation Universit® doOxford
vous | e savez, ce colloque a ®t®
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noncédans la liste AIEAt e | f , |l e comit® avai't d
viduelle aurait été envoyée par mes soins, en ma qualité de Présidente

de | 6Al EA, aux organisateurs de | ¢
s® our acad®mi que " allosktfteopoud cortag-p r s
terundescor gani sateurs, affili® ~ <cet
du avec une | ongue lettre en expl

primant sa volonté de collaboration dans le domaine, tout en rappelant
aussi ses collabbations précédentes avec des arménisant-e-s.

Pour plus doéinformations sur | e
concernant le Karabagh, vaifra, § 5d.

5. Activit®s et projets de | 6Ass
a) Conférence générale

Joéatt endr aonférenae pbur faire kg eilanl raais je sou-
haite souligner d 6 o r «isgt-ciegt parti® | - q
pant LelkLs sont inscritlLels, proven
Belgigue, Biélorussie, Etatdnis, France, Gréce, Hongrie, Iran, Israél,

Italie, Liban, Pologne, République Tcheque, Royalimg Russie,
Suisse cela laisse transparaitre, si besoin est, la dimension internatio-

nale de | 6AI EA. Jbai merais ®gal em
conférence a été organisée par la professeure Ahhebrost
Abgaryan, second®e par un comit®

Balint Kovacs (Budapest / Halle), Mme Uta Koschmieder (Leipzig /
Halle), Dr. Hakob Matevosyan (Leipzig), en collaboration avec Sirarpi
Movsisyan (Leipzig), Dr Meline Pehlivanian (Berli Michael Spinka
(Halle); Prof. Dr. Hacik Gazer (§nberg / Erlangen), Prof. Dr. Jost
Gippert (Frankfurt a. M. / Hamburg), Dr. André Hohn (Halle). Le co-

mit® de | 6AIEA a collabor® activel
ganisatrices. Jetiensaremeer | es membres du con
pour |l eur travail en cette p®ri od:¢
vacances. Je |l es remercie surtout
ils/elles ont su faire face aux nouvelles exigences imposées par la pan-

d®mi e. Je me souviens encore de | ¢
avait annonc® © Oxford, enc€Cam 17, s

férence générale. Elle a dépensé son énergie non seulement dans la re-
cherche de fonds, mais également pour assureraniérence le siege
prestigieux de | 6Acad®mi e Nati onal
tr s regrettable qubéapr s tant doece
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de nous accueillir 2 Halle. Elle restera néanmoins dans les annales de
| 6Associ at il @n pcemmer membre de |0
une Conférence générale online.

b) Workshops et Actes de colloque

Depuis |l a derni re Conf®rence g®
festations ont ®t ® organi s®es. Del
octobre2018 et un troisieme en 2019

-l e coll oque sur ALes sciences et
nia Shirakatsi et Grigor Magistro
nonc® par A. Orengo ° Erevan | or
0Associ at iaGumr las 5@ octobrei 2018 grace a
| 6or gani sat i eanémedrederico Alpi, M. Garibian ketZa-
rouhi Pogossian. La rencontre a réuni et mis en dialogue des spécia-
|l i stes dO6Ar meni e et déEur ope. Ma |
Grigor Brutian ( cher cheur au Mat enadar an
déAstrophysique de Byurakan, sp®c
meéniens) nous a quitté-e-s cette année. Je souhaite lui rendre hommage
pour sa participation active a cet événement important de notre Asso-
ciation. Les Actes du colloque ont paru d@réentalia Christiana Pe-
riodica86/1 (2020), 220, sous | a direction d
Garibian et Z. Pogossian.

-Un wor kshop sur All viaggio in A
ni © a eu | ieu 7 IVénldakes29-2odobré Z2018Ca 6 F
gr ©ce © | 6organisation assur ®e par

Aug®. Les Act e siésegnaeceshiteerdans le vltinterlz2 pu
de la collectiorEurasiatica(2021), sous la direction de A. Ferrari, Sona
Haroutunyan et Paolo Lucgatps:/edizionicafoscari.ure.it/it/edizioni4/libri/978
88-69694985)).

- Un colloque international a été organisé par I'AIEA en collabora-
tion avec le Matenadaran d'Erevan 2826 ao(t 2019dans la nou-
velle filiale du Matenadaran @andzasar; et avai-t pour t
nian Eastern Parts (Artsakh, Ut i k
plusieurs chercheurs et chercheuses d'Europe, d'Arménie et du Kara-
bagh. Les Actes du collogue ont paruZ820 dans le volume 29 du
Banber Matenadaranghttps://banber.matenadaran.am/download/ W & *~ w."
Ts L.tk .06 62020/). Je rappelle que gerojet avait été congu
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d'entente avec le geetté directeur du Matenadaran, Hratchia
Tamrazyan (membre de notre Association), lors de I& Ebhférence
générale de I'AIEA (Erevan 2014). Il a été possible grace a la collabora-
tion efficace de l'actuel directeur du Matenadaran, Vahanr Ter
Ghevondian (également membre de I'AIEA), de la directrice du Dépar-
tement des Relations Internationales, Vidgshishyan, et de Sona Ba-
loyan, coordinatrice de la rencont@ans le contexte actuel, le souve-
nir de cette rencontre prend une signification toute particuliére.

- A la suite de ce colloque, le comité avait commencé a explorer la

possi bi |l i te®ur Tigianakert,ceio dollalmimgtion avec Hamlet
Petrosyan, membre de | 06AI EA, qui I
t ®. Le projet n 6aacaupeads la puerre tu Haet p o u

Karabagh et de ses conséquences

-En d®cembre 20d9; l et anbbdun p®al
avec des colleguestlea Sabancé University ; I
de reprendre | e projet de coll oqu
man XIXeX Xe si cl e)o. La pand®mi e a
possible de poursuiviee projet.

Je vous rappelle que toute proposition de workshop reste possible

de | a part de chacun Leéde s omé mi®r edse
reste ° | 6®coute et assure son sol
par | 6 Al EA, ou e n Acnods beaanoms aadrdero n a
notre patronage ° dbéautres manif es
sous | es auspices de | 6Associati ol
rale, je rappelle I e workshop sur

prospetanivsee® ,parr gl 6Uni versit® de V

Pl us dodéune ann®e apl9, qaindusaodi®b ut
gées devenir cr®atifs dans | édaccor
démiques a distance, de nouveaux défis se posent aussi dans
| 6 ac c o mm deilasndseian de notre Association. Hatgcourir
davantage au moyen télématique pour promouvoir la coordination des
activit®s de | 6AI EA et, plus en g
ménienne® LoOoexp®rience de pl usavad-dune
tages et désavantages des réunions a distance. Je vous invite & un mo-
ment de discussion autour de ce sujet a la fin de cette assemblée plé-
niere.
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c) Projet éditorial de la série History of Armenian Studies (Brill)

La parution, en 2014, du volunfgmenian Philology in Modern
Era [ed. V. Calzolari, with the collaboration of M.E. Stone
https://orill.com/view/title/2387pa mar qu ® | 6 ®t ape f ond:
sation de la sériélistory of Armenian Studiegjui constitue une sous
série de la prestigieuse collectidandbuch der Orientalistiklandbook
of Oriental StudiegSection 8: Uralic & Central Asian Studies), chez
Brill (http://www.brill.com/products/series/histeaymeniarstudies.

Six autres volumes sont prévus. Je vous rappelle que, par ce projet,
I'AIEA vise a faire un bilan des résultats atteints et des perspectives de
recherche a poursuivre dans différents domaines de I'arménologie. Il
sbagit doéun pr odotlta dre®d lairgaet iemnv e @
Elle dépend non seulement du travail des responsables des volumes et
de la collaboration des contributeurs et contributrices sollicité-e-s, mais
aussi de la nécessité de pourvoir les différents chapitres jugés indispen-
sablespour couvrir la matiére de chaque volume. Le Steering com-
mittee, et le comité dans son ensemble, accordent leur soutien entier,
scientifique et financier (dans les limites des possibilités de notre Asso-
ciation), en vue de | dach vement d

Les différents responsables viennent de me fournir des informations
mi ses ° jour, qui ont fait ou fer
mité. Je me limite & rappeler de facon concise les données principales

- Le processus de révision du volume suiniguistique, sous la di-
rection de A. Orengo et |. Tinti, avance régulierement et la presque to-
talitt¢ des chapitres, révisés ou en cours de révision, est entre leurs
mai ns . Une nouvelle r®vision de | ¢
fin de cette année avaned r emettre | e manuscri
déune parution esp®r ®e pour 2022.

- Le volume suf histoire antique et médiévalesst également bien
avanceé. Il est dirigé par G. Traina et, depuis 2019, par Anahide Kéfé-

Il i an, qui a r e pr ifoamisaion édib@ialendu inee t r a
nuscrit. Trois chapitres ont nécessité une refonte totdlie a été effec-
tu®e pour deux dobéentre eux. Les r

mettre le manuscrit dans la deuxieme moitié de 2Q@# publication
sera ainsi poside en 2023.
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- Le volume sut histoire de la littérature, dirigé par Emilio Bon-
figlio et Th. van Lint, devrait étre le troisieme a paraitre. Emilio et Theo

moé ont transmis des infor matuneons e
premiere partie des contrifibns a étérecue d 6autres ;ont ®
déautres chapitres, sur un total

auteur-e. Les différents collaborateurs et collaboratrices seront contac-
té.e.s dans le courant du mois de septembre. Les deux respomisab
vol ume consacreront | eurs efforts

- A. Ferrari a récemment repris la direction du volumd $istoire
moderne et contemporaine en collaboration avec Paolo Lucdae
titre provisoire esProblems of Armenian Hitry from Early Modern
Times to Our DaysA. Ferrari et G. Traina ont eu une réunion de tra-
vail, afin de préciser les limites chronologiques des deux volumes et

|l eur har moni sation. I a ®t ® conve
nienne aux XVIexXVlle siécles passe désormais dans ce deuxieme vo-
| ume. A. Ferrari vient de fournir,
un projet détaillé. Les contributeurs et contributrices seront ensuite con-
tact ®Lels, avec une proposi tes on d¢

fixée a la fin de 2022.

- En 2017, le comité avait confié a M. Bais la direction du volume
sur Religion, Thought, Science and interactions with neighbouring
cultures Les premiéres contributions ont été sollicttesd 6 aut r es |
ront prochainement.

-La direct i on hisile desaaitsa gté récermment | 0
prise par N. Garibian.

Je remercie ici les responsables des volumes et les contributeurs et
contributrices pour leur travail et je confie dans leurs efforts pour le
respect de ce planning.

d) Proj etAriAtksaakatb aggrhl i ne o

Pour r®pondre ° | a distorsion vo
Karabagh et, plus en général, sur le Caucase du Saodmigé a ré-
cemment con-u, - mon initiative, u
férent-e-s spécialistes a écrire de courtes notices liées & ce domaine.
Elles seront t® ®charg®es sur | e
mettre la plus ample diffusio. Le but est dbéattein
communauté savante, mais aussi un plus large public, souvent deman-
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deur doéinformations pr®cises afin
tions scientifiqgues qui font | 6ob
do umstwmentallsatlon Un comlte de pilotage a été récemment créé.
Joba l e privil ge de pouvoir compt
Coulie et N. Garibian.

e) Projet de bibliographie raisonnée des membres, online

Chague année, M. Bais recoit des informations sur les publications
récentes des membres, régulierement publiées dalesvgletter Dans
certains cas, le comité a sollicité et publié des bibliographies complétes

des membr es. Sur |eainftrraasions etde celle e x 1 S
- venir, l e comit® r®f| ®chi t actu
déun projet de Dbibliographie rais:
l'i rement online (cf. Statut de |

tendreadexhaustivit® dans touiunttles do
projet demanderait des forces qui dépassent nos capaaitss de

profiter des matériaux existant et de la collaboration des membres pour
cr®er une riche base bbographi@soimat i o
utile, il faut quobelle soit raisor
alables ont été entamées au sein du comité. Nous avons également eu
des premiers contacts avec Chahan Vidal Gorene, responsable du projet
Calfa. Il faut en outrequéel |l e re-oive |l a coll
membres nous pourrons prendre un mor
fin de cette assemblée.

6 . Moyens de communication de | 6.

a) Newsletter

Depuis la derniere conférence générale, vous avez regu quatre nu-
mérosdu Newsletter(53-56), chacun comptant plus de 150 pages.
Gréce au travail efficace de M. Bais, une parution réguliere annuelle est
assur®e. Je mbében r®jouis beaucoup
sement pour ce travai linfformato@msgupu ab | e
Marco nous transmet, grace a votre collaboration. Comme vous le sa-
vez, il envoie régulierement des appels a contribution aux membres ; de
nouvelles rubriques nous permettent désormais de mieux faire connaitre
nos activités et publicationse comité encourage tout particulierement
les jeunes chercheurs et les jeunes chercheuses (doctorant-e-s et post
doctorant-e-s) a présenter leurs projets en cours. Des brefs articles, tels
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que des comptes rendus de livres et de collogues, ou des pi@sentat
de projets de recherche, restent toujours possibles.

b) Website
Parmi nos moyens de communication est a rappeler le site web, qui
est gracieusement h®berg® par | 6Un

rigé par B. Coulie, que je tiens a remerciehip:/sites.uclouvain.be/aiealfr/
c) Liste AIEAtelf

Lalistenet constitue |l e troisi me or
Ces dernieres années, elle a pu étre dévelapiée aux efforts régu-
liers du peére Telfeyafi,qui vont tous nos remerciements.

d) Facebook

Depuis 2017, | 6AI EA poss de ®gal
ni str®e par | . Tinti. Qubelle soit
la diffusion de nos awités.

Collaborations

a) Coll aboration avec | 6Ar m®ni e

Je ne reviendrai pas i ci sur | es
guées a propos des projets récents ou a venir (cf. § 5b). Je tiens a souli-
gner que le comité tient beaucoup a préservercatigboration régu-

l'i re et active avec |les institut
de | 6AI EA souhaite pouvoeehmlerapat en s i
port privilégié avec le Matenadaran noué en 2014 et renouvelé en 2019,

ainsi quboaertcr eddadd®*rsdes ar m®Ni en
b) Istanbul

Si |l e projet de colloque avec |
haut néa pas pu °tre r®alis®, 6

J
naires de Turquie pourront étre maintenus. A propos des études armé-
niennes en Turquie, je rappelle que depuis ZIAD, grace au support
de | a Fondation Gul benki an, | 6Uni v
chargé de cours invité dans le domaine des études arméniennes. Le
premier titulaire a été E. Bonfiglio (20:2®). Un membre du corps
acad®mi que de cette universit® esH

45


http://sites.uclouvain.be/aiea/fr/

AIEA Newsletter n° 57 March 2023

importe que nous soutenions ce développement des études arméniennes
avec les moyens qui sont les nétres.

c) Organisations si-Unss en Europe

Fidéle™ sa vocation internationale, tout en coordonnant principa-
lement les activitétsa® ol ogi ques en Eunecope, | ¢
laboration étroite avec les autres associations et centres européens et
am®ricains. L6occasi on mpdaace jue o f f e
nous accordons a la collaboration avec la Société des Etudes Armé-
niennes (SEA), la Society for the Armenian Studies (SAS) et la Natio-
nal Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR). En
plus des informations déja offertes plus h@isouhaite rappeler que
|l e 3 octobre 2020, ° I 6invitation
démique de NAASR), Bedross Der Matossian (Président de la SAS) et
moi-méme avons pu présenter nos considérations et réflexions sur
| 6avenir des @ingdidgle sur leardlend® nois aseopia s |,
tions dans ce context e, au Zoom p
meni an Studies Todayo, |l ors de | a
NAASR. Celleci a été une occasion importante de partage avec les
collegues américains.

Comme mot de la fin, j'aimerais souligner la vitalité de notre As-
sociation. Le grand nombre de participants et la variété des sujets
présentés a cette conférence générale en sont, une fois de plus, un
miroir fidele.

Valentina Calzolari
Pr®si dente de
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Secretarybds Report to the Ger

1. Membership Increase.

The Associationds member ship has
of the past three years, and we especially welcome the steady increase
of members from Armenia. At the moment we have 357 members in
total, of whom 154 are regular, patron, or honorary mesni€8 asso-
ciate members, 65 student members, and 30 retired members. Since
2017 there have been 20 new regular members admitted (two of whom
had been student members), 7 new associate members and 10 new stu-
dent members; | extend a particularly warm weledim any of these
new members who may be attending today. In addition to this we have
12 candidates for regular membership, two candidates for associate
membership, and three candidates for student membership to be put to
the members for approval at thigeting.

2. Membership Categories and Fees

The secretary would like to-terate the membership structure and
application procedure. There are three categories of membership: stu-
dent, associate, and regular. Student members who finish their studies
shoudnoti fy the Secretary of this,
notice of fees due to request the change of status; they will automatical-
ly become associate members. These members are, of course, welcome
to apply for regular membership at any time thiteea

According to the statutes of the AIEA (art. 6a), regular membership
is reserved to those for whom Armenian Studies is an integral part of
their academic discipline:

ArticlPou6a:quidun candi dat devien
| 6Associ aei bdar mPhaubggae fasse par
cipline scientifiqu@ To ascertain this the AI
track record of professional activities and academic publications as giv-
en on the CV, and relies on the letters of the regular memberkave
supported the candidate.

Associate membership is open to anyone with a demonstrated inter-
est in Armenian studies, regardless of whether it is an integral part of
their academic discipline, as writ
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sociés sonacceptés préalablement par le comité aprés présentation de
leur candidature par deux membres effectifs, sur base de leur intérét
mani feste pour | es ®tudes ar m®ni en

All members of the Association receive the newsletter and other
communication, and athembers in good standing, especially concern-
ing payment of their fees, have the right to take part the meetings of the
Association. Voting rights are reserved to regular members in good
standing.

Il 6d |Ii ke to add a quick ef@minde:]
membership. All applications should include the application form,
which is available from the Secretary upon request, a short letter of mo-
tivation, and a CV. Application for regular membership and for new
associate membership (for those who werestiadent members) also
require two letters of support from regular members.

According to the statutes, art. 6¢, at each of its meetings, the com-
mittee examines the completed applications that have come in in the
meantime and decides the status based oddbements we have re-
ceived. When the committee has approved a candidate, the candidate is
nominated for membership and submitted for ratification to all regular
members, either though the AIEA list or (as today) at a General Meet-
ing. When the ratificatiors done via emalil, a lack of objection is taken
as approval, as explicitly announced in the email/circular; when there
are objections, then the majority prevails.

The presentation of candidates and vote of approval will take place
in the reserved portiofo t odayoés Gener al Meetin

3.New members

The Committee proposes 17 colleagues for membership in the cate-
gories mentioned. Their approval was deferred until the reserved por-
tion of the meeting (sge 54 of this Newslettey.

Tara L. Andrews
Univesity of Vienna
3 September 2021
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MINUTESOF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE AIEA

Friday 3 September 2021, 5:30pm, via Zoom

Committee present: V. Calzolari, T. Andrews, I. Tinti, N. Garibian, A.
Orengo (M. Bais, B. Coulie absent). 53 memipeesent in total.

The General Meeting was opened by the President at 17:43 (delayed
from 17:30 due to the need to check the online systems for voting dur-
ing the meeting).

1.

Agenda of the meeting and mode of proceeding was explained
by the President, with éhpoints 67 moved after 8, due to the
need to restrict voting to full members and the desire to allow a
full exchange of information between all members in attend-
ance regardless of their membership status. The order of the
Agenda was approved.

The minutes of the previous General Meeting (Oxford, 11 Au-
gust 2017), published iNewsletter53, p. 2325 and circulated

by email in the notice of convocation, were approved by regu-
lar members in the reserved portion of the meeting.

The President gave her report (pe84-46 of this Newslette).
Questions and feedback were invited immediately, while a vote
for approval was deferred until the reserved portion of the
meeting. Michael Stone congratulates the President on a won-
derful report.

The Secretary gave her report (ped7-48 of this Newslette).
Questions and feedback were invited immediately, while a vote
for approval was deferred until the reserved portion of the
meeting.

The Treasurer projected a summary of the balance on each and
all accountss of the previous (2017) and current (2021) GCs,
and as of the committee meetings of the intervening years
(2018, 2019, 2020, 2021). She also detailed the most relevant
expenses (Workshop Gyumri 2018; Workshop on Armenian
Art, Venice; Proofreading for the Brill volume on Linguistics).
She finally invited all members to pay their fees and recapped
the relevant infanation. Questions and feedback were invited
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immediately, while a vote for approval was deferred until the
reserved portion of the meeting.

6. Proposals and any other business

a. R. Peroomian: has been thinking about the violations
and ravages currently occumgirin Azerbaijan & Tur-
key toward cultural edifices. She has seen so many
beautiful presentations about cultural heritage, and
everyone is concerned about damage & vandalism to
this. She proposes a communiqué expressing our con-
cerns about this, in our roles @n organization that is
dealing with Armenian ancient, medieval, and modern

culture.
V. Calzolari repeats what she stressed in French in the
President s report: as a sc¢

give our support for the preservation of this heritage;
part of this involves collaboration in order to spread
correct information. The more wergad good infor-
mation, the more we can help to support. She stressed
that together with SAS & NAASR, the AIEA have
signed a statement (spe20-26 of this Newslette), re-
ceived reports from the Armenian Bar Association and
expressed its support. We are not a political organiza-
tion but we do have to give the strongest possible aca-
demic answer. This is one of the reasons why it is very
important, among other things, thsseminate infor-
mation via the Artsakh Onl i
Report, p. 43-44 of this Newslettey. V.C. also men-
tioned that she was in touch with another group of col-
leagues in the US who are also trying to connect the
academics in order to find good way to coordinate
our scientific initiatives on this matter.

b. H. Georgelin: cooperation with reliable institutions and
colleagues in Turkey is also important, as the President
had also stressed in her report (ge@5-46 of this
Newslettey.

c. J. Gppert: together with J. Dufiragut, he is editing a
handbook on Caucasian Albania because its historical
existence is a matter of political interest. This is espe-
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cially critical when churches of 1'ic. are being de-
clared finot Ar mems Bhalandf or p
book should appear next year with contributions by

AIEA members and others. Additionally, from April

next year, his new ERC project on development of lit-

eracy in Caucasian territories will begin; there will also

be many aspects concerning Arnagnpalaeography,

literary development, and so on.

d T. van Lint: notes that th
bibliography of Armenian literature was in 2005, ob-
serves that he understands that a new update was in
preparation by Peter Cowe, and proposes that the
committee asks for an update. Committee agrees (but
see points (dn) below).

e. E. Bonfiglio: recently spent a year in Turkey at
Bojazi - Uni versity, t hus
firsthand experience with situation there with respect
to Armenian studies. Therare people very eager to
collaborate and support our cause, including many col-
| eagues at Bojazi-.i fluent
vited frequently to speak about eastern Christianity,
and had a very receptive audiences of students, espe-
cially those with nxed heritage.

f. C. Maranci: announces a new exhibition at Tufts on
Armenian liturgical textiles, many of which are part of
the collection in Watertown:
https://artgalleries.tufts.edu/blog/news/2021/01/30/con
nectingthreadssurvivorobjects/

g. G. Grigoryan: adds a shortipbconcerning the bibli-
ographic project raised by T. van Lint. She is currently
finishing editing a bibliography of Ejmiacin publica-
tions since the foundation of the printing house in 1771
until 1920. Project was done in 2013 in collabora-
tion with Armenian national library, Matenadaran, and
Ejmiacin; it should have been published on®8a0ni-
versary of printing, but was postponed so will now
commemorate 2%0anniversary of the printing house.
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This will be a detailed bibliography, not just list of
publcations but colophons & prefaces.

h. L. Chookaszian: has heard with interest that a project
is planned concerning a bibliography of Armenian art.
Question: will it include only articles & books in Eu-
ropean languages, or will it also include publications
from Armenia? If the latter, how will collection of the
ocean of Armenian scholarship published in periodi-
cals in the diaspora be managed? This is an immense
volume of articles which are never seen, never read nor
cited.

V. Calzolari clarifies again that theiggested project
submitted for discussion to the membership during the
GM was not a project of having a complete bibliog-
raphy, for which we donot
gathering in a more structured and visible way a bibli-
ography of publications bAIEA members. This is
nevertheless interesting information, and the commit-
tee would be glad for a report for the newsletter about
publications on Art history.

i. M. Mamigonean: brings attention of the membership
to theTimes Higher Educatioarticle of 22 Jly on the
Nizami Ganjavi Centre at Oxford and questions about
its financing.

j. M. Stone: notes that the patriarchate in Jerusalem has
an extraordinary collection of Armenian printed matter
of 19" c., along with the Mekhitarist libraries.

Open part of the meeting closed at 19:20.

Reserved meeting for regular members only opened immediately after.
Approval of the 8 2 and 7 of the Agenda; elections (8 6 of the
Agenda).

Voting: An online voting syem provided by the University of Halle
was used. The process was explained. For the pdinard 7 of the
Agenda, the members had to express explicitly their approval, or rejec-

tion, or abstention. For the elections (point 6 of the Agenda), see the
relevant remarks below (point 5). Due to the nature of the online voting
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system, if a member was present but cast no vote, that member is obvi-
ously not included in the count.

1.

2.

The minutes of the 2017 GM (8 2 of the Agenda) were ap-
proved with 28 votes for and 2icit abstentions.

The Presidentds report (A 3
imously with 28 votes.

The Secretaryods report (A 4
imously with 28 votes.

The Treasurero6s report (A 5
26 votes and 3 abstentions.

Elections (8 6 of the Agenda). V. Calzolari explains withdraw-
al of Andrews from ballot; Andrews will be apted which

will allow two of the three new candidates to take the two
elected posts. V.C. expresses her satisfaction andatisfac-

tion of the committee as a whole to have more dynamic in-
volvement by the members. A. Sirinian, as a member (with C.
Cox) of the Nominating Committee, takes the floor to moder-

of

of

of

ate the elections. She explains the process and reads the report

of the Nominating Committee recalling that on August 3, a

Call for nominations was issued for the position of President as

well as for two open positions in the Committee. In response to
the Call for Nominations, one person was nominated for the

President Electius, and three persons have been nominated for

the position of the Committee Members.

a. President. There is one nominee, V. Calzolari. Due to
the fact that no one else was nominated for this posi-
tion, the Nominating Committee recommend that V.
Calzolari be relected as President of the AIEA; the
members were invited to express their approval, or re-
jection, or abstention of this recommendation. The re
election of V.C. is unanimous with 29 votes.

b. Members of the committee. There are three nominees:
Emilio Bonfiglio, Benedetta Contin, Robin Meyer. A.

Sirinian reads a short presentation for each of them be-

fore proceeding with the voting. The members had the
possibility to vote for a maximum of up two candi-
dates; they could also express their abstention. Bon-
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figlio and Meyer receive 18 votes each, Contin re-
ceived 15 votes; there are two abstentions. Bonfiglio
and Meyer are elected.

6. Approval of 17 new members of the Association. The Secre-
tary presented each prospective member for approval; mem-
bers could be approved lbpnsensus if no one objected or by
ballot if any regular member requested one. All members were
approved by consensus. See the list below.

Meeting is adjourned by the President at 20:33.

New members elected to the AIEA

For REGULAR membership:

Dr. Anahit Avagyan (Matenadaran and Catholic University
Eichstattingolstadt)

Dr. Antranig Dakessian (Haygazian University in Beirut)

Dr. Karen Hamada (University of Tokyo)

Dr. Sona HaroutyuniafC a Foscari University of Venice)

Dr. HasmikHovhannisyan (History Museum of Armenia)

Dr. Karen Jallatya@Pazmany Péter Catholic University)

Dr. Petr Kocharov (Russian Academy of Sciences and Julius
Maximilian University of Wirzburg)

Dr. Balint KovacqPazmany Péter Catholic University)

Dr. NicholasMatheou (Armenian Institute, London)

Dr. Talin Suciyan (LudwigMaximilian University of Munich)
Prof. Alison Vacca (University of Tennessee, Knoxville)

Dr. Maxime Yevadian (Université Catholique du Lyon)

= —a_a_a_9_-2 =

E R I

For ASSOCIATE membership:
1 Mr. RoyArakelian (Independent scholar)
9 Dr. Ruth Gornandt (University of Oxford)

For STUDENT membership:

1 Mr. Zoltan Geraly (Pazméany Péter Catholic University)
I Ms. Lera IvanovdCharles University

9 Ms. Sirarpi Movsisyan (University of Leipzig)
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Presi dendgSpeechCl osi n

Dear Colleagues,

We are at the end of an intense day. It is 7:30 pm in Geneva, but
much later in Yerevan. | will take only a few minutes of your time.
There are some important things | would like to stress or to an-
nounce.

In brief, if | must find a word to qualify the present General Con-
ference of the AI EA, this word is
words and say, Afgreat successo. T
this accomplishment. Let me begin by thanking onceentloe organ-
izers, and especially the main team composed of Prof. Armenuhi
Drost Abgaryan, Ms Uta Koschmieder, Dr Balint Kovacs, and Dr
Hakob Matevosyan, who helped all of us for these three days, and
even before. It was intensive work they did in thesé¢ pesiths and
years. And, as any organizer knows, in a few minutes we will be
Aifreed, but they will still have
the organisation of an online Conference of such proportion were
vast, but they handled them in a superlywawould like to thank
them warmly.

Thanks are due to all the members of the Scientific Committee of
the Conference in GermaryDr Andre Hohn, Ms Sirarpi Movsis-
yan, Dr Michael Spinka, Prof. Hacik Gazer, Prof. Jost Gippert, Dr
Meline Pehlivaniani and b the sponsor$ the German Research
Foundation and the Leibniz Institute for the History and Culture of
Eastern Europe.

This was a premi re. I am wonder
this experience in mind and continue organising AIEA events on
Zoom. | amnot thinking about the next General Conference, but
smaller events. Many people were able to attend the Conference be-
cause it was online; but some others renounced just because it was
online. In any case, we have new tools to stay connected as an asso-
ciation.

In addition to the organisers, there are other significant actors in
this success story. | mean of course all the participants. As | already
stressed during the General Meeting, the present Conference had
eighty-five distinguished attendees, froeighteen countries. My
heartfelt thanks to all of them. My warmest thanks to the keynote
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speakers toé® Dr Vahan Der Ghevondian, Prof. Christina Maranci,
and Dr Vahe Tachjian for their fascinating talks, and to the session
chairs, who helped in keeping thevél of the discussions high.

Although | mentioned the possibility to organize Zoom events,
admitting and not granting that this meets your expectations, | warm-
ly hope we will meet in person at the next General Conference. In
two or three years? This wilepend, among other aspects, on the
volunteers for the next Conference.

Letdos stick to the present Conf
goodbye to each other. And thatos
of Marco Bais, Editor of thé&ewsletter | remind yu that the next
issue will be devoted to this anniversary Conference. We are plan-
ning to publish the abstracts, the texts, or at least large summaries of
the texts of the keynote lectures, the opening and closing speeches,
and the reports of the Assocaii

Yesterday afternoon we had a long general meeting in two parts.
It was longer than expected and | thank you for your patience. | was
glad to open and encourage the discussion at the end of the meeting.
And we had to manage properly the technical isduned to voting
and elections for the two positions in the AIEA Committee and for
the Presidency.

Concerning this aspect. | would like to thank the members warm-
ly for their trust. | am deeply touched and honoured by the unani-
mous result. And | am vemylad to continue to serve the Association
with dedication.

I would like to announce that two colleagues have been elected as
members of the AIEA Committee: Dr Emilio Bonfiglio (University
of Tubingen) and Prof. Robin Meyer (University of Lausanne). Con-
graulations and welcome aboard! Congratulations also to the third
nominee, Dr Benedetta Contin, who obtained a very high number of
votes, with only a slight difference from the numbers obtained by the
two others. On behalf of the AIEA Committee, | am gratéfudll of
them for their willingness to collaborate in the activities of the
Committee.

Mentioning the Committee, | wish to thank warmly all my col-
leagues once more Prof. Tara Andrews, Prof. Marco Bais, Prof.
Bernard Coulie, Prof. Nazenie Garibian, Pralessandro Orengo,
and Dr Irene Tinti as well as the members of the Election Commit-
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tee, Prof. Anna Sirinian and Prof. Claude Cox, for their important
collaboration.

Yesterday, we had seventeen hew members to apprstuslent,
associate, and full merabs. They will receive the official letter of
acceptance from Tara Andrews, Secretary of the Association. Per-
haps they are attending this session. If this is the case, | welcome
them and | thank them so much for their interest in the activities of
the AIEA.

I do not want to have @Al e mot de
last word goes to prof. Dro#tbgaryan. Sireli Armenuhi, many
thanks again to you and all your colleagues fornigsnorablesvent.
Before giving you the floor, | wish everyone fruitfubsearch and
scientific exchanges.

Prof. Valentina Calzolari
AIEA President
4 September 2021
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New Evidence for Armenian Wall Paintings: The Tomb of Tigran
Honencd6é at Ani, the Church of Su
and the Church of Surb Geworg at the Monastery of Hdomos

Christina Maranci
Mashtots Professor of Armenian Studies
Harvard University

For Nicole Thierry and Nina Garsoian, with whom | firsbked at wall
paintings, many years ago.

| offer here a summary of the talk delivered September 3, 2021, in-
troducing new evidence for medieval Armenian wall paintings, based

on work wundertaken in the summer
dence that hasot yet appeared in the published scholarship. Of
cour s e, |l cannot know what is 1in

cameras, or on their computers. For my part, | am happy to share all
of my photographs and drawings with whomever is interested. | have
found that work with software on uncovering wall paintings is best
and most accurately done with collaboration across disciplines, and
many eyes, perspectives, kinds of knowledge, and intuitions.

Methodology

| use Adobe Photoshop to uncover Armenian fragst and inscrip-
tions under whitewash or otherwise unreadable. | have already pub-
lished on this technique and my findings at Mren and at the Cathe-
dral of Ani; a publication with a new inscription fromdbinkla un-
covered with this technique is forthcomihijly method involves the
following steps:

1See Maranci, iNew Observat i dRevee desrétudestaené-Sanct |
niennes35 (2013/4):212 35; Mar anci, fAHoliness Befits Youl
inary Report on t heReWgpdesétudenasnEniend® (2014/2015at Mr e n
237259 ; Mar anci , AThe Mmiclhd:t e@é suc rei ptfRuoRu mkrad el
Kale Fortress, Gaziantep, Turkéis volume is based on the fitshe 3D laser scanning of the

site), edited by Scott Redford (Istanbul: Ofset)fft hc omi ng; Mar anci- #AVi si
Recovered Painting from the Apse of the Cathedral and the Church of Saint Gregory

i Ab u g a MewedesdEtudes arménient@®2021, forthcoming.
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Take a good quality photograph

Drag into Photoshop

Use Curves/Levels to manipulate dark, light, and mid tones
Adjust Contrast, brightness, and exposure

Try Inversion, Hue/Saturaticand other tools to enhance
readability

There are several drawbacks to this method. First, it is not the
most powerful of image software programs. Nor is my camera of the
most advanced or expensive type. Nevertheless, the details | have
been able to extracsing photoshop rival anything | have seen using
programs like BStretcht Another issue with my method is the risk
of mistakes. One must constantly ask oneself: am | looking part of
the original work, or a crack in the plaster, or dirt, or graffitiz Th
possibility of mistakes is great because of the sensitivity of the soft-
ware. But analogue photography, or indeed any kind of representa-
tion, also holds risks of mistaken interpretation (as we shall see).
Thus knowledge of artistic conventions is impotias is collabora-
tion, testing, and feedback.

My lecture considered three monuments: the Tomb of Tigran Ho-
nencao at Ani , t he Church o f S
( Abugamr encod) at Ani , and the Cli
George) at the Monastery of Hwnos; all of them located over the
closed international border with the Republic of Armenia, in the
Turkish Republic. This is all preliminary work. Much more scrutiny
and recovery must be undertaken, quite apart from matters of inter-
pretation and comparativanalysis. Nevertheless, the finds are suffi-
ciently exciting, in my view, to warrant presentation and publication.

The tomb of Tigran Honencd6 at Al
lished already at the time of N. M&The main scene is of the

E R

1| thank Travis Doering at the University of South Florida, who imported and modified my pho-
tographs in EStretch for the sake of comparison. | also thank Yavuz Ozkaya and Vedat Akgay6z

for sharing their information and photographs with me.

2 The main pulitations on this site are, in chronological order, D. Kipshidze [with N. M. To-

karski] Peschery Ani: Materialy XIV Aniiskoi arkheologicheskoi kampanii 1915 (edwan:

Akademiia nauk Armianskoi SSR, 1972)880; N. and M. Thierml. 6 £ gSaintGrégoirede

Ti gr an Hon e n(odvain: Pedtansj 1998)19B71;5 )S e zAan i YXizrélcaer, é/ Sec
Ani (Ankara: Serka. 2017) 16®5; and G. Matevosyan, éd.ay k akan Or mnankar |
Gitakan hodvacneri ew nyut 6 ennfisciedtfic grictessandu / Ar me
materials ( Er ev an: AVictoriao I nter nat {90 raa| Char
http:/mww.armenianart.org/nyuter/AlionentsDambaran.pdfaccessed 13 September 2021).
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Deesis: with Chst flanked by the Virgin and John the Baptist; in the
vault above are the archangels, identified by inscription. To the left
of John the Baptist is the following inscription, as published by la.
Orbeli:

Lord God, grant strength and supremacy over the enemies of the
Cross of Christ to thamirspasalarZ a kd&Ja and | vanU hi :
and grant long life to your servant Tigran and his sons.

Today, the inscription is almost entirely unreadable except for the
initial word, T U although this only because it has been overwritten
by a later graffitist. However, @ncan still identify the careful verti-
cal and horizontal rulings of the original inscription, thus verifying
the early photograph of Kipshidze taken during the excavations of
Nikolai Marr.

My investigations revealed also a new inscripti®oftware al-
|l ows for the recovery of the text

8:12( ) (I am the Light of the World). This was

not i dentified previously: Thierr
Livre ouvert cfwhié Iohn@aldiscongmonpledee . 0
for Deesis scenes, and appears i
Ngan) and Ti motesubani i n the Ref
other places), its identification

theless significant in itsel Written in (once) easily readable, large
e r k a tsdriptgthertext invites one to meditate upon how John 8
would have been interpreted within its funerary context within the
tomb.

1. Orbeli(ed)Di van Hay Vi magrutoéoyan [ C(EremubiS3l nscri p
GA, 1966) I: 6869.
2N. and M. ThierryL. 0 £ gShintGre®goi re de,98i gran Honencé
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F|g 1 DeeS|s detall of open book with John 8: 12, Tomb of Tlgfméio c6, Ani . 1 ma
with photoshop using Levels, Curves, Contrast, Exposure, and then text partially overdrawn
(photo: Maranci)

The Lefthand Adjacent Wall

Immediately to the left of the Deesis scene, on the adjacent wall of

the tomb, is the remaied of a figural composition. All previous
scholars identify three figures but debate their specific identities.

Ki pshidze notes that iThi s compos
family of the rich Ani townd we | | er buried here |
who livedat the turn of the 22 3t h cent ur i e s ; [ é]
tion is contradicted by the halos around the heads of the represented

f i g u'Théemy.rightly noted that haloes do not necessarily indicate
sacred figures since they also sometimes glorify sovereigns or other
important person$N. and JM. Thierry also noted that the middle
figure wears a fAtirazo,unentrverale mban
Christ dans une attitudé doéi mplor
My work on this wall revealed much more information (Fig. 2)

1 Kipshidze Peschery Anid3.
2Thierry,L 6 ®g | i s@régare97.Sai n't
SThierry,L 6 ®g | i s@égare93.Sai nt
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Uk

e
Fig. 2: Left wall of Arcosolium, Tomb of °
using Levels, Curve§ontrast, Exposure, and then partially overdrawn (photo: Maranci)

First, all three figures wear costumes with bands of fabric
wrapped robdike across the chest, and with bands at the forearms
and cuffs (thus not just the tiraz, and not only the midalesqgn).

Thi s costume iis quite comparable
Ar cr uni 'ahe ouktafiglea(eftmost) holds a small cross.
Both the outer and middle figure are pointing down; in my view, they
point towards the tombs contained within theosadium. It is rele-

vant that the angles of their index fingers, the outer most forming a
shallower angle than the middle, suggest this as well. The innermost
figure is shorter than the other two, and only this figure (and not the
other two, as N. and-Nl. Thierry supposed) extends hands towards
the Deesis scene. Moreover, | observed the remains of a fourth fig-
ure, indicated by a single semicircular line, below and to the right of
the innermost figure. This suggests, perhaps, a child, and thus one
may compag this composition to the famous donor scene in the
manuscript of Queen Keran of 1273 from Sis (J 2563, fol. 380), in
which King Levon II, on the left, presents his three sons to Christ,
who is shown in the Deesis scene above. Based on the details dxtracte

1See Matevosyan,etbay k ak an Or mB52,pkiar cut yéun
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from the fresco, | hypothesize that the figures on the left wall of the
tomb of Tigran Honents are precisely those mentioned in the inscrip-
tion: Zakéar U, IlvanU, Tigrtan, and

The Lefthand Wall in front of the Tomb Cavity: Saint Eustathius?

Another large zone of wall painting is preserved on the flat wall
to the left of the tomb. This was illustrated as early as 1860, when it
was drawn by Julius Kastner and illustratedFM Br o $eset 6 s
Ru i n e s?Ké&btheA idenfied a nimbed archer pointing his bow
down at quarry. He is shown riding a galloping horse. Kastner did
not draw the head and forelegs of the horse. In 1993, the same wall
was studied, photographed, and redrawn by N. Thierry. Although the
fresco was much are damaged by this time, N. Thierry offers some
additional details of the painting, including the (partial) head of the
horse, and a saddled quadruped in front (to the right of) the mounted
archer. In front of this quadruped, at the rightmost end of tig W.

Thierry faintly sketched a deer straddling a kind of hill or peak.

My work on this segment of the wall reveals once more additional
details of the bow, the costume, and the drapery of the archer, and
confirms N. Thi errr y 0 sits headn(lige B)i ng
Moreover, my work identifies conclusively the quadruped as a mule,
as J. I. Smirnov had suggeste@ihe long ears of the animal are
clearly discernable. So too, are heretofore unnoticed details of its
tack, including the saddle, withsirolled cantle and pommel, the
crupper system attached to its hindquarters, and the bridle with its
wide straps. This tack compares well to contemporary depictions
f ound, f or exampl e, at t he Church
in images of saddledoinses in the Alexander Romance in Venice San
Lazzaro (V 424).

11 thank the person at the Zoom lecture who suggested there might betianaditin (and
apol ogize for not remembering the personds i
room for a fifth figure where the wall is damaged.

°M.F.BrossetLes ruines doAnNni , capitale a@aetXledAr m®ni
Histoire et description. Atlas Généraldl. XXXV, fig. 6.
8 Kipshidze Peschery AnB3.
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The Righthand Wall in front of the Tomb Cavity: Continuation
of Hunt Scene?

The righthand wall is much more faded than the left. Very little can
be determined at all, a state of affairs also reflected in the relative si-
lence on this zone in thecholarship. Kipshidze suggested human
figures, but did not specify where precisely he saw them. My work
revealed only the faint outlines of what | believe is a quadruped run-
ning to the right; the outlines of the angled hocks of this animal, and
its upturred tail are the best preserved elements of the wall. Frag-
ments of circular forms appear above this animal. Are these perhaps
the remains of nimbed figurdsperhaps the humans seen by Kip-
shidze? This is unclear. Nevertheless, the presence of the running
animal invites us to imagine that the hunt scene clearly depicted on
the lefthand side was continued on the right.

Surb Grigor (Saint Gregory) Abuga
The interior of this church is covered in plaster and faded paintings,
as many havelserved, but no further identification of this program
appears in the scholarsipl hi s was al so the op
T6oranfanyan.

In fact, much can be learned about the images by even cursory
examination using software enhancement tobisst, the best pre-
served elements of the program are on the triumphal arch of the apse,
on both its north and south ends. Here we have what appear to be
crowds of spectators. | identified 9 figures at the north (left) hand of
the apse, and 9 on the soljtight) and side of the apse. Some of
them have youthful faces and brown hair; those on the south seem to
wear longsleeved garments, while those on the north wear short,
puffed-sleeved garments that reveal the forearm. All of them point
emphatically towats the center. (Fig. 4)

1 Kipshidze Peschery Ani9293.

2 http:/Mww.\virtualani.org/abughamrents/index.haccessed 6 July 2019).

SToéoramhyputaer haykakan | a r(Breman:aHagkakant $5El a n pa
Gitutdyunneri Akade mvola?ylil8THroa taanraanki latnu tndyt ers, t 1h
of the image of Christ in the apse, the presence of standing figures below, and notes to the south of

the apse, a hand holding a weapon, whom he suggests might be Saint George.
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Fig. 4 Image of point-
ing spectators, trium-
phal arch, north side,
Church of Saint Greg-
ory Abugdgamrencé,
Image enhanced with
photoshop using Lev-
els, Curves, Contrast,
Exposure, and then
partially  overdrawn
(photo: Maranagi

To what are they pointing? My work reveals an enthroned Christ
making the sign of benediction with the right hand. The hand is quite
clear: Christ holds up three elegant fingers (holding down the ring
finger). In addition to this form, | also suspect thisra scroll held in
another hand (but perhaps not that of Christ). To the right of Christ is
a large closed book, clearly represented with the raised endbands so
typical of Armenian manuscripts. A right hand (whose?) seems to
hold onto this book, closinigs fingers round the edge of the text, and
raising slightly its pinkie finger. A spoked wheel appears below. To
the right of Christ and the book is an angelic figure, composed of a
human face, and, to left and right, respectively, a lion and ox. Pre-
sumaby an eagle also accompanied this form. If so, we would have a
living creature, composed of the man, lion, ox, and eagle, as de-
scribed in the Vision of Ezekiel and Revelations. Given the scroll,
hands, the wheel, and this figure, it seems very likely tatapse
was derived from Ezekields Vision
the triumphal arch are gesturing to this theophany. Below the apse is
a row of standing figures, perhaps saints, evangelists, or apostles.
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