ENG-2205 Assignment 2

Epic and ancient epic
1. Use the dictionaries uploaded in folder “Dictionaries of Literary Terms” to answer the question: What is an epic in general and what is an ancient epic in particular?

- An epic (heroic poem) is a long narrative poem that was composed in an elevated and formal style. It tells about the adventures of a great hero (very strong, brave) or quasi-divine figure whose actions significantly influence the fate of a tribe, a nation, or even all of humanity. The central hero often embodies the values, ideals, and traits of the people or culture being represented, and the poem recounts their grand adventures, challenges, and successes in a grand and impressive way.
- An ancient epic, also known as a "traditional epic" (also called a "folk epic" or "primary epic"), is a written version of what had originally been an oral poem about a tribal or national hero during a warlike age. These originate from oral storytelling traditions and are passed down through generations before eventually being written down. This is different from literary epics, which are written down at the start. For example, the Homeric epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey (c. 800 bc), whose heroes are Achilles and Odysseus respectively. The Iliad tells the tale of the conflict between the Greeks and the Trojans, while the Odyssey recounts the adventures of Odysseus during his return from the Trojan war to his island home in Ithaca.
- About the oral tradition, it follows a conventional storytelling framework, where the stories are well known in their basic outlines and passed down through generations of singers or bards. Oral poetry also played an important role in the social life of a people or community, expressing its collective world view, its system of religion, its moral values, its history and its dreams for the future. Scholars have suggested that Homeric epics which use repetition and formulaic expressions helped the bards to memorize and perform long narrative poems and that these features point to the poems’ oral and performative origins.

The epic of Gilgamesh
1. What civilization did the epic of Gilgamesh belong to?

- It comes from ancient Mesopotamia.

2. What was the language and written characters used to write Gilgamesh?

- The earliest stories about Gilgamesh appeared around 2100 B.C.E. as a group of poems written in the Sumerian language. It was written using cuneiform script, they incised wedge-shaped characters in clay or stone.
- The Sumerian poetry cycle became the basis for the old version of Gilgamesh, written in Babylonian, a variant of the Akkadian language. The Babylonian version of Gilgamesh turned the old Sumerian poems into one connected story.
- All these versions were written in cuneiform script.



3. Who is the protagonist (main character) of Gilgamesh? Who is his companion? Summarize Gilgamesh in 100 words.

- The main character is King Gilgamesh, Gilgamesh is described as "two-thirds god and one-third human". At the beginning of the story, he is a cruel and arrogant ruler, but over time, he becomes a great hero admired by many. After his death, people honored him as a wise king and a judge in the Underworld.
- His companion is Enkidu, Enkidu is described as a blend of human and wild animal. He was created by the gods to challenge Gilgamesh, whose harsh rule had caused the people of Uruk to complain to the gods. At first, Enkidu and Gilgamesh were rivals, they quickly developed a deep bond of friendship and went on many adventures together. But later, Enkidu’s life ends in tragedy when the gods decide he must die, this is because Gilgamesh and Enkidu kill the Bull of Heaven, the gods gather in a council to prevent more chaos (one of them must die).
- The Epic of Gilgamesh is an eternal work from ancient Mesopotamia that reflects the civilization’s beliefs about mortality, human nature, and the search for meaning in life and one of the earliest pieces of world literature. It takes us on an adventure full of heroism, friendship and the pursuit of fame and immortality. The story revolves around the main character, King Gilgamesh. At first, he rules with cruelty and pride. However, the tragic death of his closest friend, Enkidu, becomes a turning point in his life. From that moment on, his life changes forever, as he realizes that he too will die one day. Thus, he embarks on a quest to find immortality. In the end, Gilgamesh comes to understand that true greatness lies in how one lives and what one leaves behind – the legacy.

The Hebrew Bible
1. Read “Genesis” 1-4 [From Creation to the Murder of Abel] and write down things God created in order from the beginning to the end.

· Genesis 1
1: He created heavens and earth.
2: He created light, divided the light from the darkness.
3: He created a vault in the midst of the waters and it divided water from water. 
+ Water below the vault is the ocean.
+ Water above the vault is the rain.
4: He created dry land (Earth) and the gathering of waters (Seas).
5: He created grass, plants yielding seed, fruit trees bearing fruit with seed inside.
6: He created the two great lights: the great light (the sun), the small light (the moon) and the stars.
7: He created living creatures in the water, every living creature that crawls in the water, great sea monsters, winged fowl.
8: He created cattle, crawling things, wild beasts.
9: He created “the human in his image”.
· Genesis 2
10: He created Adam (human)
11: He created a garden in Eden, and especially placed the tree of life in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge, good and evil.
12: He created a river that runs out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it splits into four streams.
13: He created the beasts of the field and the fowl of the heavens from the soil and brought each to the human to see what he would call it, and whatever the human called a living creature, that was its name.
14: He created a woman from Adam’s ribs.
· Genesis 3
15: He created skin coats for the human and his woman, and He clothed them.
· Genesis 4
16: He created the first human offspring, Cain and Abel, through Adam and Eve. 
17: Seth was born to replace Abel ("God has granted me other seed in place of Abel, for Cain has killed him."). Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. It was at that time that people first began to call upon the name of the Lord.

2. Who are the killer and the killed in the story of “The Murder of Abel”? What was the punishment God did on the killer?

- The killer is Cain, the firstborn son of Adam and Eve.
- The killed is Abel, his younger brother.
- The punishment: he was punished with a curse of being a restless wanderer, cut off from the land and God’s presence. At least, his life was not being threatened as he received the mark of protection from the Lord God (whoever kills Cain shall suffer sevenfold vengeance), showing God still had mercy towards Cain, God did not abandon him completely.

Homer. The Iliad. The Odyssey
1. Who was Homer? Finish the readings about Homer and do some research on the “question of Homer”. How many “Homer(s)” do you think? Why?

- According to an ancient tradition, both the Iliad and the Odyssey were created by a blind, illiterate singer from the island of Chios, named Homer. However, many scholars - both ancient and modern – doubt the historical accuracy of this claim, suggesting instead that "Homer” is a symbolic name representing a collective authorship that evolved over centuries. One crucial argument supporting this theory is that a full performance of either poem would take at least 20 hours, it would also have been difficult for any poet, even a genius, to compose at this length without the use of writing. So, I think it’s likely that these poems were either composed by illiterate bards who later became literate, or they may have resulted from a collaboration between one or more oral performers and a literate scribe. This process may result in thousands of “Homers” - a collective authorship.

2. Whom does Achilles conflict with? Why?

- Achilles had a conflict with Agamemnon, who was a king of Mycenae who commanded the Achaeans during the Trojan War. The reasons are:
+ Agamemnon offended the god Apollo by refusing to return the daughter of the priest Chryses (Chryseïs), who had come to the Greek camp offering generous gifts to ransom her.
+ Apollo responds by unleashing a deadly plague upon the Greek army. 
+ The prophet Calchas reveals to Achilles that the plague is Apollo’s punishment for Agamemnon’s refusal to return the priest’s daughter, Chryseïs. So, the only way to soothe Apollo is “until we give back the dark-eyed girl to her dear father without price, without ransom, and lead a holy sacrifice to Chryse; propitiating him in this way we might persuade him.” (the Greeks must return Chryseïs to her father freely).
+ Although Agamemnon agreed to return Chryseïs to end the plague, he demanded compensation by taking Briseïs from Achilles. However, Agamemnon took Briseïs from Achilles is a direct attack on Achilles’ honor. By saying he will personally go to Achilles’ hut and seize his war prize, Agamemnon publicly humiliates him in front of the Greek army. His words, especially “so that you will discern how much I am your better”, are not just insulting, but they are meant to assert dominance over the Greek army. Achilles, who values personal glory and respect above all, feels deeply dishonored and betrayed so this caused the deep conflict between the two leaders. We can see this is “The Wrath of Achilles”.

3. Who is Apollo? Who is Zeus? Who is Hera? Write the adjectives/phrases the author uses when he mentions the name Apollo, Achilles Zeus, and Hera in book 1 (“The Wrath of Achilles”).

- Apollo, son of Leto and Zeus, was known as the messenger of the gods and the presiding deity of music, medicine, youth and light, was often associated with the sun (from the dictionary). The adjectives/phrases the author uses when he mentions the name Apollo: 
“lord Apollo, whom lovely-haired Leto bore”, 
“God of the silver bow”,  
“God of Plague”,
“Apollo who strikes from afar”,
“Apollo beloved of Zeus”,
“Phoebus Apollo”.

- Zeus, son of Cronus, father of Apollo above, whose wife is Hera below, is the supreme ruler of the gods in the Greek pantheon. He appears in myths that often involve the adventures and conflicts of gods and their interactions with mortals. Zeus is also the father of the nine Muses, each of whom presides over a different art or activity, such as epic poetry, history, and tragedy (from the dictionary) … The adjectives/phrases the author uses when he mentions the name Zeus:
“lord Zeus, the son of Cronus”,
“Father Zeus”, 
“Olympian Zeus”,
“Most dread son of Cronus”,
“Zeus who hurls the thunderbolt”,
“Zeus who gathers the clouds”,
“the far-thundering son of Cronus”,
“Olympian wielder of lightning”,
“all-devising Zeus”.

- Hera is the queen of the gods and thus a representative of power, sister and wife of Zeus. The adjectives/phrases the author uses when he mentions the name Hera:
“white-armed Hera”,
“the ox-eyed lady Hera”,
“Hera of the golden throne”,
“Hera the goddess with white arms”.


- The adjectives/phrases the author uses when he mentions the name Achilles:
“Achilles of the swift feet”,
“god-like Achilles”,
“the son of Peleus”,
“the Zeus-descended son of Peleus”.

4. What is the name of Achilles’s mother? What advice does she give to him?

- The mother of Achilles is Thetis, the daughter of the old man of the sea, a sea nymph. She advised him to hold back his wrath, not to fight for Briseïs and leave off the war entirely, while she went to Olympus to speak with Zeus, she requested his assistance in restoring her son’s honor and helping the Trojans gain an advantage in the conflict.

5. Summary the Odyssey in a paragraph of about 50 words.

- "The Odyssey" is an ancient Greek epic by Homer. After the fall of Troy, the hero Odysseus strives to return to his homeland, Ithaca. The Odyssey shifts the narrative tone from the fierce warfare of The Iliad to a more personal and emotional journey of a man striving to return home after 20 long years. Along the way, Odysseus faces mythical creatures and foreign cultures. However, known for his cunning and adaptability, he uses both strength and wit to survive each trial. Even after finally arriving in Ithaca, Odysseus’s journey is not complete; he must still overcome trials in his own household, testing the loyalty of his servants and family before reclaiming his place as a king, a husband (of Penelope), and a father (of Telemachus).
