ENG-2205 Assignment 9

Reading

1. General Information

What were the most influential doctrines/religions in the Medieval period of China? Summarize the main characteristics of each in a paragraph of about 50-70 words.

The most influential doctrines/religions in the Medieval period of China are: Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism.
· Buddhism taught liberation from the cycle of suffering and rebirth through the “Four Noble Truths” and the “Eightfold Path”. Buddhism entered China by the Silk Road, and it thrived successfully, building monasteries, carving colossal statues... It appealed to all classes, often conflicting with Confucian filial duty but sharing the same ideas with Daoist about escaping a corrupt world.
· Daoism advocated living in harmony with nature, practicing simplicity, nonaction. Under Buddhist influence, it evolved into an organized religion with scriptures, temples…, competing directly for followers with Buddhism. 
· Confucianism emphasized moral governance, social order, and filial piety, forming the backbone of the imperial bureaucracy through civil service examinations. In the Song period, Neo-Confucianism reinterpreted classical teachings with metaphysical and ethical depth, influenced by earlier Tang thinkers like Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan, and reinforced ideals of self-cultivation, and state service.
In general, between the third and thirteenth centuries, Confucianism formed the foundation of China’s political order, while Buddhism and Daoism strongly influenced on culture. They are the foundation of medieval Chinese society.

2. Ko Hung (Ge Hong)
Summarize Ko Hung’s conception of God in a paragraph of about 50-70 words. According to Ko Hung, what are the main purposes of going into the mountains and what does one need to be mindful when doing it? 

Ko Hung considers God is the first ancestor to nature, the boundless source of all things, embodying both subtlety and vastness. God transcends spatial and temporal limits, harder than stone yet softer than dew, unseen in origin and destination. God maintains cosmic order, grants inexhaustible joy to those who aligned with the Mystery, and remains unaffected by gain or loss. From this, we can see Ko Hung as a Taoist who viewed God as an eternal principle that governs the cosmos, harmonizes with nature, and offers spiritual freedom beyond all worldly change just by the way he defined God.
According to Ko Hung, people go into the mountains mainly for three purposes: cultivating the divine process, preparing medicines, escaping political disorders or living as hermits.
When going into the mountains, people need to be mindful of several things:
· Always enter only in the third or ninth lunar month, choosing a propitious day and hour, and strictly avoid the taboos for each sacred mountain below:
+ Eastern revered mountain (Mount T’ai) – avoid the 1st and 2nd moons of years marked by chia, i, yin, or mao.
+ Southern revered mountain (Mount Huo) – avoid the 4th and 5th moons of years marked by ping, ting, ssu, or wu.
+ Western revered mountain (Mount T’ai-hua) – avoid the 7th and 8th moons of years marked by keng, hsin, shen, or yu.
+ Central revered mountain (Mount Sung-kao) – avoid the last moons of the four seasons of years marked by wu or chi.
+ Northern revered mountain (Mount Heng) – avoid the 10th and 11th moons of years marked by jen, kuei, hai, or tzu.
· Always be prepared: fasting and purifying for seven days, carrying mountain amulets, using protective methods (such as the mirror to expose and repel demons). Let the Whole-body-three-five method be set into operation.
· Some even enter mountains with sacred texts, summon protective gods.

3. Gan Bao’s “Hsuan Ch’ao Visited by the Jade Lady”

Summarize “Hsuan Ch’ao Visited by the Jade Lady” by Gan Bao in a paragraph of about 50 words.

In the story “Hsuan Ch’ao Visited by the Jade Lady” by Gan Bao, Hsuan Ch’ao is an Attendant during the Wei dynasty dreams of a goddess sent to be his secret consort. The Jade Lady later visits him in reality, brings her companionship, exotic foods, and her scholarly works. Their secret relationship lasts seven or eight years, even after Ch’ao marries. When rumors about their relationship spread, she leaves. Five years later, they found each other again, but this time, she only descended to visit him on some special days. The story shows us full of Taoist ideas of fate, greatness, and the nature of human connections.

4. Tao Qian’s “The Peach Blossom Spring”

Summarize “The Peach Blossom Spring” by Tao Qian in a paragraph of about 50 words.

In the story “The Peach Blossom Spring” by Tao Qian, a fisherman comes across a hidden paradise village, established by people who had fled during the Qin dynasty’s chaos, where they live in peace, free from taxes and political conflict. After being warmly welcomed, he marks the path home but can never find it again. This detail symbolizes the fleeting nature of ideal harmony, which can be fully grasped only for a moment.

5. Outstanding Figures in the Vietnamese Zen Community (Thien uyen tap anh)
5.1. Read chapter One of the book Zen in Medieval Vietnam by Cuong Tu Nguyen and summarize the history of Buddhism in Medieval Vietnam from the early time to the Tran Dynasty in a paragraph of about 100 words.

Buddhism arrived in Vietnam (Jiaozhou) as early as the 2nd century C.E. via Indian and Central Asian, merging with local cults and Chinese influences. During the Đinh and Tiền Lê dynasties, it gained state support and incorporated indigenous deities as Dharma protectors. Under the Lý (1010 - 1225), Buddhism was integrated into the “national culture” alongside Confucianism and Daoism, legitimizing royal power through myths and rituals. In the Trần dynasty (1225 - 1400), the Chinese “Patriarchal Zen” defined the form of elite Buddhism, which reached its climax in the founding of the Trúc Lâm school by Trần Nhân Tông, the third king of the Trần dynasty.

5.2. Summarize the story of “Ma Ha” in a paragraph of about 50 words. 
Summarize the story of “Van Hanh” in a paragraph of about 50 words. 
· Ma Ha was a educated monk of Champa descent, mastered both Chinese and Sanskrit, but after being scolded by a Dharma Protector, he went blind and later regained sight through repentance. He was renowned for performing miracles. He persuaded villagers to abandon harmful customs, amazed Emperor Lê Đại Hành with his miraculous abilities. Later, he accepted the invitation of Governor General Nguyễn Quang Lợi to take over Khai Thiên Temple in Thái Bình Prefecture, and after six years there, he left for Hoan Châu. Nothing is known about him after that. His legacy was compassion, amazing healing, and spiritual power.
· Vạn Hạnh was monk from Cổ Pháp, was famous for his prophetic vision and counsel to Emperor Lê Đại Hành in war and politics. He foresaw the rise of the Lý dynasty, supported Lý Thái Tổ, who later be the Emperor. He passed away in 1025, his life was not simple, he is the one who united Buddhist wisdom with political foresight, giving the birth of the Lý dynasty.

6. Le Thanh Tong’s “Quarrel between Buddhas”

Summarize “Quarrel between Buddhas” by Le Thanh Tong in a paragraph of about 50 words.

This story is about a clay Buddha and a wooden Buddha arguing after a flood about their worthiness of people’s offerings, each mocking the other’s helplessness. Sakya Mouni steps in, scolding them for being selfish, and for not using their powers to help those in need, reminding them what they should truly be doing.

7. Nguyễn Dữ’s “The Trial at the Dragon Palace”

Summarize the story in a paragraph of about 150 words in which 
all main characters and their actions are mentioned; 

at the same time, the summary needs to answer the following questions: 

in what situation does Trinh’s wife disappear? 
What does he do after that event? 
Whom does he meet up with? 
How does he try to get helps from this guy? 
In what plan does this guy help him with resolving the problem? 
[bookmark: _Hlk205754675]Ultimately who is the perpetrator and how is he punished?

· Six months before the main event, Lady Duong, wife of Trinh, received an emerald pin from two mysterious young girls representing their Lord. Trinh, fearing that his wife would be abducted by a lustful aquatic genie from a nearby temple, ordered his wife to strictly avoid riverbanks and moorings. Even though they were fully aware of the threat, Lady Duong was still kidnapped on a stormy Mid-Autumn night, after they drank together and fell asleep, thunder and lightning broke out, and she vanished. After Trinh’s wife was kidnapped, he was heartbroken. He resigned from his mandarin post and lived in seclusion until he met an old man with a red sack, later Trinh knew that he was the Lord of the White Dragon. Trinh seeks help from this man, Trinh tells him everything, and to resolve the problem, the Lord (the Lord of the White Dragon) sends a young female messenger to investigate in the Genie’s palace, using the pin as a sign. The messenger came back and reported that Lady Duong was indeed in captivity, then the Lord escorted Trinh to the Dragon King’s court because the story is sensible. There, by the testimony of Lady Duong, the perpetrator is the Genie of the Crested Serpent, found guilty by the Dragon King. He is spared execution but imprisoned in a dark cell, deprived of his power, and his temple left abandoned. In the ending of the story, Lady Duong is returned to Trinh.

Writing

[bookmark: _Hlk205764279]Read Part 1: “They Say” in the book “They Say/ I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, then write down the templates the authors of the book suggest for us to use in summarizing and quoting other scholars’ opinions on one certain topic. 

Before presenting the author’s ideas, readers need to know which conversation the author is engaging in and which viewpoint they are responding to. Introducing the “they say” will helps the readers understand the context, and so on, making it clear why the summary matters and finally supporting by quoting. Without this step, the summary can be disconnected and aimless. After we introduce what “they say”, below is the templates for summarizing and quoting I took from “The Art of Summarizing” and “The Art of Quoting”.

Templates for summarizing:

To introduce a summary, use one of the signal verbs above in a template like these:
· In her essay X, ………….. .
· They celebrate the fact that ………….. .
· ………….., he admits.
To develop your summary: 
· X and Y, in their article ………….., argue that ………….. . Their research, which demonstrates that ………….., challenges the idea that ………….. . They use ………….. to show ………….. . X and Y’s argument speaks to ………….. about the larger issue of ………….. .
Templates for quoting:

For introducing quotations:
· X states, “………….. .”
· As the prominent philosopher X puts it, “………….. .”
· According to X, “………….. .”
· X himself writes, “………….. .”
· In her book, ………….., X maintains that “………….. .”
· Writing in the journal ………….., X complains that “………….. .”
· In X’s view, “………….. .”
· X agrees when she writes, “………….. .”
· X disagrees when he writes, “………….. .”
· X complicates matters further when she writes, “………….. .”
For explaining quotations:
· Basically, X is warning that ………….. .
· In other words, X believes ………….. .
· In making this comment, X urges us to ………….. .
· X is corroborating the age-old adage that ………….. .
· X’s point is that ………….. .
· The essence of X’s argument is that ………….. .
