Assignment 2 (ENG-2206): The Enlightenment in Europe and the Americas

1. General
- When did the Enlightenment begin?
It might begin during the late seventeenth and eight- teenth centuríe (1685)

- How did the people in the Enlightenment think of human, God, and society?
+ About the human:
Some people argued, would bad human beings back to eternal truths.
In the realm of philosophy, thinkers turned their attention to defining what is meant to be human
Rene’ Descartes pronounced “I think, therefore Iam” 
According to David Hume, the idea of individual identity is a fiction constructed by our mindx to make discontinous experiences and memories seem continuous and whole 
Other thinkers insisted on the existence, of an entirely rational physical and moral universe

+ About the god:
God as a watchmaker was the central image for thinkers known as deist, who instified evil in the world by arguing that God never interfered with nature or with human action.
Deism encouraged the separation of ethics from religion, as ethics was increasingly understood as a matter of reason.

+ About society :
The most significant social divisions were now those of class and of political conviction- divisions no less powerful for lacking any claim of God-given authority.

- Write down some crucial keywords which describe the main characteristics of the
Enlightenment.
         Revolution
         Nasty
         Mean
         Brutish
         Short


2. René Descartes’ The Discourse on Method

- Summarize the main methods Descartes believes that he, and the people in general, should
do in solving problems.

+ The first was, never to accept anything as true when not recognizing it clearly, to carefully, avoid precipitation and prejudice.

+ The second was, to divide each of the difficulties which should be examined into as many portions as were possible, and as should be required for its better solution.

+ The third was, to conduct thoughts in order, by beginning with the simplest objects, and those most easy to know 

+ The last was, to make everywhere eumerations so complete, and surveys, should be sure of omitting nothing

- What does Descartes discuss when he says, “I think, therefore I am”?

He observed that while he thus desired everything to be false, who thought, must of necessity be something, and remarking that this truth, he was so firm and so assured that all the most extravagant suppositions of the skeptics were unable to shake it. He judged that he could unhesitatingly accept it as the first principle of the philosophy he was seeking
After that having remarked that there is nothing at all in this, which assures him that he speak the truth, except that he might take it as a general rule that the things which we conceive very clearly and distinctly are all true, and that there is difficulty only in seeing plainly which things they are that we conceive distinctly.

3. Denis Diderot and Jean le Rond D’Alembert: The Encyclopédie

- How do beasts differ from human being according to the encyclopedists’ definition?

    According to the encyclopedists’ definition, man has a soul, but some philosophers do not concede that beasts have any at all. The beasts don not have the general laws.

- Summarize in a paragraph of about 100 words the role of education in the development of
children according to the encyclopedists’ idea.

     Education is the care one takes of feeding, bringing up and instructing children. The health and good constitution of the body. It is the greatest for all children who come into the world to be subjected to the care of education. Children can learn their duties, have manners, contribute to the common good, search for everything that can procure true advantages to society.Education for childern should be better by learning the truths of religion. Moreover, education is the greatest good that fathers can leave to their children. Good education can provide an occupation for children, or to lend to them an honorable.


- Summarize the encyclopedists’ definition of political authority in a paragraph of about 100
words.
    
       If nature has established any authority, it is paternal control, but it has limits. Any other authority comes from another origin than nature. The same law that made authority can then destroy it. Sometimes authority that is established by violence changes its nature.The public authority are possessions owned by the body of the nation. Political authority must be exercised according to principles of justice, reason, and the common good, rejecting arbitrary rule and tyranny. The role of political authority is to create and maintain a just society, ensuring that power is balanced and accountable to the people it serves.
4. Benjamin Franklin
Enumerate the jobs Franklin ever took and the inventions he did during his life.

During his life, he took many jobs such as : businessman, inventor, scientist, writer, musician, diplomat, and signatory to the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution.

He also invented swimming fins and bifocal glasses and discoverd new sources of electricity. He wanted to improve libraries, hospitals, insurance companies and volunteer fire departments.

5. Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels

* In chapter 1 of part IV
- Who are Gulliver’s companions in his journey this time? What is the main purpose of his
journey this time? How do his sailors treat him?


+ A skillful young man of that calling, one Robert Purefoy, captain Pocock, recruits out of Barbadoes, two Houyhnhnms
+ The main purpose of this journey this time is to trade with the Indians in the South Sea, and make discover.
+ The sailors respected him.
- What does Gulliver do when he is left in the island? What are the characteristics of the
island? What creatures does he encounter in the island? What are their features?

+ When Gulliver is left on the island in Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels," he explores his surroundings and tries to adapt to his new environment. Initially, he assesses the island's characteristics, noting its peaceful and idyllic nature. He began to be in some pain. He fell into a beaten road, where he saw many tracks of human feet, and some of cows, but most of horses. 

+ The island are divided by long rows of tree, not regularly planted. It might be strange but peaceful

- What is the horses’ attitude to Gulliver when he encounters them? What does he think about
them?

+ When Gulliver encounters the Houyhnhnms (the rational horses) in Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels," their initial attitude towards him is one of curiosity tempered with caution. The Houyhnhnms are intelligent, rational beings who have never encountered humans before, so they are intrigued by Gulliver's presence but also wary due to their unfamiliarity with his species.

+ Gulliver, on his part, is deeply impressed by the Houyhnhnms. He admires their intelligence, reason, and moral integrity, considering them far superior to humans in many respects. Throughout his interactions with them, Gulliver strives to learn from their example and adapt to their way of life, which emphasizes logic and virtue. His admiration for the Houyhnhnms grows as he witnesses their society and contrasts it with the flawed and irrational behaviors of humans he has encountered in his previous travels.

* In chapter 2 of part IV

- Why does Gulliver bring some toys together in his journey?

Gulliver brings toys with him on his journey to the land of the Houyhnhnms in Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels" to demonstrate aspects of human culture and civilization to these rational horses. The toys serve as tangible examples of human craftsmanship, creativity, and ingenuity. By showcasing these artifacts, Gulliver hopes to bridge the gap of understanding between himself as a human and the Houyhnhnms, who are an entirely different species with no prior knowledge of human civilization.

The toys also serve as a means for Gulliver to engage the Houyhnhnms in conversation about human society, behaviors, and customs. He uses them to illustrate human capabilities and to communicate aspects of his own background and experiences to his hosts. This effort reflects Gulliver's attempt to establish communication and mutual understanding with the Houyhnhnms, despite the significant differences between their respective species and cultures.

- When entering the building, which is the horses’ house, what does Gulliver think of when
he sees the hosts? Who else does he see in addition to the hosts? What is the relationship
between these creatures to the hosts?

+.When Gulliver enters the building, which serves as the Houyhnhnms' house in Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels," he is struck by the sight of the Houyhnhnms themselves. Gulliver admires their graceful appearance, cleanliness, and the air of rationality that surrounds them. He perceives them as beings of superior intellect and moral character compared to humans.

+ Gulliver also encounters the Yahoos inside the house. The relationship between the Houyhnhnms and the Yahoos is one of dominance and servitude, with the Houyhnhnms utilizing the Yahoos for physical labor while maintaining a clear social and intellectual superiority over them.

+Gulliver's observations of these two species within the Houyhnhnm house deepen his understanding of the hierarchical and structured society that exists on the island, where reason and order govern the interactions between the rational horses and the primitive Yahoos. His interactions with both species prompt reflections on human nature and societal organization, contrasting the virtues of the Houyhnhnms with the base instincts and behaviors of the Yahoos.
- What is the food do the Yahoos eat?

+ They eat straw, raw meat and roots.

- How does Gulliver finally find food for him? What are those kinds of food?

+ Gulliver eventually finds food for himself on the island by discovering edible berries, nuts, and roots.


* In chapter 3 of part IV
- What is the main task the author has to do during the time he lives with the Houyhnhnm
community? How does he get improved?

+ He wants to speak to his horse, it should be in High Dutch.
+ He must be a Yahoo, to help his memory, he formed all he learnt into English alphabet

- What does the Houyhnhnm think about him in comparing him with the Yahoo?

        Houyhnhnms compare Gulliver to the Yahoos, highlighting stark contrasts between them. They view Gulliver as a curious and somewhat inferior creature compared to themselves but far superior to the savage Yahoos. The Houyhnhnms recognize Gulliver's ability to reason and his capacity for learning, traits which distinguish him from the brutish and irrational Yahoos. Despite seeing Gulliver as flawed in comparison to themselves, the Houyhnhnms regard him with some respect due to his potential for rational thought and moral behavior.

- What of his adventures and of his country and people does the author finally tell his
Houyhnhnm master about? 

+ Towards the end of his time with the Houyhnhnms, Gulliver shares details of his adventures across various lands and cultures, including his homeland and its people. He recounts the political intrigues, societal customs, and human behaviors he encountered during his travels. Gulliver also discusses the wars, conflicts, and follies of European civilization, providing a critical reflection on human nature and society through his experiences. These narratives serve to enlighten his Houyhnhnm master about the complexities and contradictions of human civilization as observed from his perspective as a traveler.
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