Assignment 3 (ENG-2206). Literatures of Early Modern East Asia

1. Matsuo Basho’s  The Narrow Road to the Deep North

- How long was Basho’s trip to the Northeast? In what year did it take place? Who was his companion during the trip?

+ Chuyến đi của Basho đến vùng Đông Bắc kéo dài bao lâu?
+ Cuộc hành trình diễn ra vào năm nào?
+ Ai là bạn đồng hành của ông trong chuyến đi này ?

Answer :

+ (Page 682-91) Basho’s trip to the Northeast was five months.
+ (Page 682 -91) It took place in 1689.
+ (Page 682-91) His companion during the trip was Sora


- Write down the places Basho stopped by during his trip (from the excerpts in the textbook) and the activities he did in each place.
->(Viết ra những nơi Basho đã dừng chân trong chuyến đi của mình (từ các đoạn trích trong sách giáo khoa) và những hoạt động mà ông đã làm ở mỗi nơi.)

Answer :

+ (Page 92)  He longed to cross the Shirakawa Barrier -> He became possed by a spirit , which crazed his soul. He composed poems reflecting on the ancient times. He accepted the summons of the Deity of the Road.

+ (Page 92) Matsushima -> He turned his dwelling over to others and moved to Sanpu’s villa.

+ (Page 93 ) Nikko Mountain  -> He paid his respects to the holy mountain

+ (Page 94) Kisagata -> He wrote the Black Hair Mountain Poem

+ ( Page 95 ) Shinobu Village ->  Tested the rock and pushed it down. 

+ ( Page 98) Obanazawa -> He visited Seifu 

+ (Page 102 +103 ) Tada Shrine -> He was impressed and felt the past were appearing before his eyes
...........

2. Luo Guanzhong’s Three Kingdoms

Summarize the chapter selected in the textbook in a paragraph of about 50-70 words which needs to include such important details as the situation of the wine party and how the main characters think of and react to each other.

-> Tóm tắt chương được chọn trong sách giáo khoa trong một đoạn khoảng 50-70 từ, cần bao gồm các chi tiết quan trọng như tình huống của bữa tiệc rượu và cách các nhân vật chính nghĩ về và phản ứng với nhau.

窗体顶端
窗体底端


Answer :

(Page 421)

     In this chapter, Cao Cao warmed wine and rated the heroes of the Realm, Lord Guan took Xuzhou by Stratagem. Dong Cheng hid his face and wept, produced the secret edict, handed him the loyalist’pledge bearing six signature. Xuande warned Dong Cheng to act with the utmost caution and secrecy. A smiling Cao Cao greeted Xuande. Xuande asked how Cao rated Liu Biao. Libiao responed humbly, awared of the potential danger in Cao Cao’s  words. Lord Guan showed his tactical brilliance. In conclusion, the characters’ interactions at the wine party highlight their cunning, strategic thinking, and the delicate balance of power.

3. Cao Xueqin’s The Story of the Stone ( Page 523 -73) (tào tuyết cần)

General:
- In what situation did Cao Xueqin write the novel The Story of the Stone?(Trong hoàn cảnh nào tào Tuyết Cần đã viết tiểu thuyết Hồng Lâu Mộng?)





Answer :
Page (73)
Between 1740-1750, he wrote this novel  when his family was reduced to poverty and forced to relocate to Beijing, he wanted to support himself by selling his paintings


- What story about what characters is the core of the novel? (Câu chuyện về những nhân vật nào là cốt lõi của tiểu thuyết?)
Answer :
Page (74 +75)
Story is about 400 characters, mainly around the daily life in the Jia household , birthday parties, poetry contests, opera performances. The stone is destined to find enlightment by suffering the pains of love, loss, and disillusion. It focuses on the triangle love between Jia Baoyu, Lin Daiyu, and Xue Baochai. It explores the complexities of family relationships, social status, and the intricacies of human emotions within the context of the declining aristocracy.
-> The love between Baoyu and Daiyu forms the core of the novel. Scoring of subplots involve characters of all types


Chapter 96:
- In the excerpt from chapter 96, where is Jia Zheng about to do? How does his mother response to that event? What does she want to discuss with Jia Zheng? How old is she in the moment she talks to Jia Zheng?
( Trong đoạn trích từ chương 96, Giả Chính sắp làm gì? Mẹ của ông phản ứng thế nào với sự kiện đó? Bà muốn thảo luận điều gì với Giả Chính? Bà bao nhiêu tuổi khi nói chuyện với Giả Chính?  )
Answer :

Page (79) 
+ Jia Zheng is about to leave the capital at a time when things were so unsettled at home
+ She was so nervous  and advised him not to overthink himself.
+ She said “ your world is my command”, she wanted to discuss about the future to marry with a lady with a destiny of gold, the stability of the family
+ “ I shall be eighty one this year” -> She is 81 years old.




- What plan does Daiyu hear about from the maid named Simple? How does she response to her when knowing about that story? What does she do after that?
(Kế hoạch mà Đới Ngọc nghe từ người hầu tên là Đơn giản là gì? Cô ấy phản ứng thế nào khi biết về câu chuyện đó? Sau đó cô ấy làm gì?)

Answer :

Page (80)
+ Daiyu hears about from the maid named Simple the plan for Master Bao marrying Miss Chai.

+ She hears like a clap of thunder, her heart starts thumping fiercely, tried to calm herself for a moment. 
 Page (81)
+ After that, she comes to a corner of the garden, is speechless with horror. Her body felt as though it weighed a hundreds tons. Her feet about to collapse beneath her, be confused.She becomes severely distressed, which leads to a worsening of her already fragile health, and she eventually succumbs to her grief.


Chapter 120:
- In what situation does Jia Zheng meet up again with his son Baoyu? With whom does Baoyu go with when the meeting takes place? How does Jia Zheng understand and explain about this strange meeting?

(Trong hoàn cảnh nào Giả Chính gặp lại con trai mình, Bảo Ngọc? Khi cuộc gặp gỡ diễn ra, Bảo Ngọc đi với ai? Giả Chính hiểu và giải thích thế nào về cuộc gặp gỡ kỳ lạ này?)
Answer :

Page (84)

+ While he sat in the cabin writing a letter home, up on deck, standing in every entrance.

Page (85) 

+ With a Buddhist monk and a Taoist.
+ He listened to the song and follow them until they rounded the slope. He heard them singing, and the words in sóng held a most profound and mysterious meaning. He understands that Baoyu has chosen a path of spiritual enlightenment, explaining the meeting as Baoyu's departure from the material world to seek a higher purpose.




4. The Song of a Soldier’s Wife (Chinh phụ ngâm)
- Summarize the biography of the author and the translator of The Song of a Soldier’s Wife in two short paragraphs (about 50 words each)

Answer :

(page 430) 

Author : Đặng Trần Côn was probably born between 1710 and 1720 in the village of Nhân-mục. He was admired as a free spirit, fond of wine and good at poetry or rhythmic prose. His writings became models for students and scholars of his time. His most famous work is “ The Song of a Soldier’s Wife”

Translator : 
Phan Huy Ích was born in 1949 or 1750 and died in 1822. Hegraduated with top honors at the Nghệ An examination in 1771. He won the doctorate in 1775. He wrote extensively both in classical Chinese and in the vernacular.


- In what situation is the Song composed? Who are the main characters of the story?
Answer :
(page 432) 


"The Song of a Soldier’s Wife" is composed in the context of the endless wars and conflicts during the Lê dynasty. The main characters are the soldier and his wife. The poem poignantly captures the sorrow and longing of the wife as she endures the separation from her husband who is away fighting on some far-off battlefield. The poem expressed the yearning of average people for peace.




- How are the main characters and the landscape around described when they have to part?
Answer :
When the main characters part, the soldier’s wife is described with deep sorrow and longing, her emotions mirroring the desolate and melancholic landscape. The surroundings are depicted as bleak and empty, with imagery of cold winds and barren lands enhancing the sense of isolation and despair felt by the wife.



Writing
Take a quick look over the book They Say, I Say (in folder “ACADEMIC WRITING” posted on Google Classroom) and briefly explain what “they say” and “I say” mean and what their significances are in writing an argumentative essay.

(Hãy xem nhanh qua cuốn sách "They Say, I Say" của Gerald Graff và Cathy Birkenstein và giải thích ngắn gọn ý nghĩa của “they say” và “I say” và tầm quan trọng của chúng trong việc viết một bài luận tranh luận.)

Answer :  

 Part 1 : (page 19) -They say
Part 2 : (page  57 ) - I say 

In "They Say, I Say" by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein

"They Say"
- Meaning:   It is about “What others are saying” (Pgae 20) This refers to the ideas, arguments, or perspectives of others. It represents the existing discourse on a topic that the writer is responding to. "they say" helps to establish a context for your argument, showing that you are aware of and have considered other viewpoints. It demonstrates that your argument is part of a larger conversation and helps to create a framework for your own position.( Page 24 ) It is another way to introduce the views you are responding to present as your own. Moreover, there are lots of templates for introducing what “they say”.The longer and more complicated your text, the greater the chance that readers will forget what ideas originally motivated it—no matter how clearly you lay them out at the beginning.(Page 28)



"I Say"
- Meaning: This is your own opinions( Yes/ No/OK, but) argument, perspective, or response to what "they say." It is how you engage with, agree with, refute, or build upon the ideas presented by others. "I say" allows you to assert your voice and contribute to the discourse. It is essential for making your argument clear and distinct, showing your unique contribution to the topic. It also demonstrates critical thinking and the ability to engage with existing ideas.

Significances in Writing an Argumentative Essay
- Structure: The "they say, I say" framework helps organize an essay in a logical and coherent manner, making it easier for readers to follow your argument.Argumentative writing not by studying logical principles in the abstract but by plunging into actual discussions and debates, trying out different patterns of response, and in this way getting a sense of what works to persuade different audiences and PREFACE what doesn’t. (xxiii)
It helps you make one of the most crucial moves in argumentative writing, what we call “planting a naysayer in your text,” in which you summarize and then answer a likely objection to your own central claim 


- Persuasiveness: By addressing and responding to other viewpoints, you strengthen your own argument, making it more convincing and credible.
- Engagement: This approach encourages dialogue and interaction with other perspectives, showcasing your ability to analyze, critique, and build upon the ideas of others.



