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ASSIGNMENT 1. TRACE THE TURNING POINT
Suggested time: 4 minutes | 5 points
Complete the map with one short quotation or phrase from Chapter XI. Then explain the change in Ivan’s way of judging his life.
	Stage in Ivan’s realization
	Textual evidence
(maximum 10 words)
	What this stage reveals

	1. External standard: what society or “highly placed people” call good
	
	

	2. Breaking question: the thought that destroys Ivan’s certainty
	
	

	3. New judgment: what Ivan now thinks about his former life
	
	


	In one sentence, explain how Ivan moves from external approval to internal moral judgment:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


ASSIGNMENT 2. PASSAGE-SPECIFIC CLOSE READING
Suggested time: 9 minutes | 9 points
Use the last digit of your student ID to select ONE passage. Work only with your assigned passage.
	Last digit
	Assigned passage
	Central issue

	0–2
	“what was considered good…” to “all the rest false”
	Social approval versus truth

	3–5
	“There was nothing to defend” to “what then?”
	The collapse of self-justification

	6–7
	“a terrible and huge deception…” to “hidden both life and death”
	Falsehood, life, and death

	8–9
	“You feel better, don’t you?” through Ivan’s “Yes” and final outburst
	Convention, concealment, and distance


A. Evidence notes
	Short phrase from your passage
	What one word / image / syntax choice suggests
	How it contributes to Ivan’s crisis

	
	
	


ASSIGNMENT 3. “YES,” CONVENTION, AND MENTAL SUFFERING
Suggested time: 7 minutes | 6 points
Complete all three parts. Base your answers on the surrounding narration, not only on the dictionary meaning of “Yes.”
	Prompt
	Your response

	1. What does “Yes” literally appear to confirm?
	

	2. What truth about Ivan does “Yes” conceal?
	

	3. In 50–70 words, explain how “Yes” connects social convention to Ivan’s mental suffering. Use one short quotation from the surrounding narration and analyze one word or phrase.
	


FINAL CHECK BEFORE UPLOADING
☐ I completed all three assignments and kept quotations to 10 words or fewer.
☐ My answers analyze exact language from Chapter XI rather than only summarizing events.
☐ I completed this work independently without ChatGPT, generative AI, online summaries, translation tools, or another person’s answers.
Tolstoy Close-Reading Assignment | 20 minutes
