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PKM - WHAT

• Abbreviation of  Personal Knowledge Management

• Way to organize unstructured knowledge in your mind

• Some common methods

• Folder (Windows folder)

• Tag (Mac embedded)

• Notebook (Digital/Physical)

• Mindmap (Digital/Physical)



PKM - WHY

In general

◦ Structure your life

◦ Optimize your learning

◦ Boost your creativity

Personally speaking



PKM - WHY

In general

Personally speaking

◦ Academic (Bachelor)

◦ Folder (with CmdMarkdown)

◦ Mindmap (with XMind)

◦ More than academic (Master - now)

◦ Zettelkasten (with Roam Research)

◦ Zettelkasten (with Obsidian)

https://github.com/LearnShare/Learning-Markdown/blob/master/article/tools/cmd-markdown.md
https://xmind.app/
https://roamresearch.com/
https://obsidian.md/
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PKM - HOW

Zettelkasten

◦ WHAT

◦ Niklas Luhmann

◦ 90000+ cards

◦ 70+ books

◦ 400+ papers

◦ [[Bi-directional Link]]

◦ Only 1 instance (change for all)

◦ Link relevant content

◦ HOW

https://writingcooperative.com/zettelkasten-how-one-german-scholar-was-so-freakishly-productive-997e4e0ca125


PKM - HOW

Zettelkasten

◦ WHAT

◦ HOW

◦ 《How to Take Smart Notes》/《卡片笔记写作法》

◦ Fleeting notes

◦ Literature notes

◦ Permanent notes

◦ Slipbox

https://writingcooperative.com/zettelkasten-how-one-german-scholar-was-so-freakishly-productive-997e4e0ca125


PKM - HOW

Input
◦ Get inspiration

◦ Write Immediately
◦ Fleeting notes

◦ Convert step by step
◦ Fleeting -> Literature

◦ Add source

◦ Add literature citation (from literature vault)

◦ Literature -> Permanent

◦ Make it self-explained

◦ Add relevant bi-link (e.g., support/against/relevant)

◦ Permanent -> Slipbox

◦ Add to index

Output



PKM - HOW

Input

Output

◦ Search from Slipbox

◦ Start not from empty, but from plenty 

(permanent notes from Slipbox)



PKM - TIPS

Make your workflow flowy!

◦ Within Obsidian

◦ Make use of  plugin!

◦ Creating Note – Templates & Unique note creator

◦ Creating Bi-Link – Content Linker & Various Complements

◦ Search – Omnisearch

◦ Other useful – Dataview/Easy Typing/Enhancing 

Mindmap/floating toc

◦ Make it looks good to you! (use theme & plugin)

◦ Blue Topaz (theme) + Style Settings (plugin)

◦ Beyond Obsidian



PKM - TIPS

Make your workflow flowy!

◦ Within Obsidian

◦ Beyond Obsidian

◦ Make your files accessible everywhere

◦ OneDrive

◦ Save your literature

◦ Zotero (don’t forget browser plugin)

◦ Make your img viewable everywhere/make 

vault small (useful for website/blog)

◦ PicGo+Github (image hosting service)



PKM - SUMMARY

WHAT

WHY

HOW

MOST IMPORTANT

◦ Keep Thinking! 

◦ Keep Writing (Input + Output)!

◦ Keep Iterating (workflow)!

◦ It is just a tool. What matters is your output!
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