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SECOND SEMESTER EXAMINATION
COURSE: GST:112- HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY oF g

ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS

The name of the theory given by Louis Pasteur was called as 3 a) Cellular theory b)
Recapitulation theory ¢) G i d) Pasteurization

Life first originated in 2) Earih b) Air c) Water d) Soj] »

According to Spontaneous generation, |ife onginated ‘jlﬂm%organisms b) From similar
Organisms c) From air d) Only Spontaneous|y

Who demonstrated that life originated from ore-existing cells? a) Louis Pasteur ) Hugo de Vries c)
Charles Darwin d) Stanley Miller - ——

Which theory attempts to explain to us the origin of universe?

a) Explosion theory b) Big-Bang theory c) Black hole theory d) Gamma theory o e

Which scientist in his Recapitulation theory stated that “ontogeny i

Hacckel b) Louis Pasteur ¢) Charles Darwiy d) S.L. Miller 5 :

Stellar distances are measuredin ) Kjlome_g_b)_.[a'ghtm ¢) Per Second d) Chandrasekhar limit

Man belongs to the super family 2) Hominidae b) HOmiilbidau)_Pﬁmatds d) Mammalia

H " apes and monkeys belongs to £ @ ids (b) Prosimians (¢) Permian (d) Shrews
The distance between the Earth and the Sun (i million km) ISR )] L(b) 149 (c) 168 (q) 193
Which of the following is called Red Plaget? (a) Vienus (b) Mercury Y (c) Mars (d) Jupiter
The exact time taken by the earth for single rotation on its own axis is —=(8) 24 hrs (b) 24 hrs 35 sec (c)
23 brs 50 minutes 7.2 geg (d) 23 hrs 56 minutes 4.09 sec

One astronomical unit js the average distance between which of the following? (a) Earth and sup (b)

Earth and Moon (c) Jupiter and Sup (d) Pluto and Sun

Life originated on earth about a) 8 billion years ago b) 5 billion years ag(ﬁi}g'_dw 1
3 billion Years ago % 3

The constellations of stars appear at different positi s in the sky at different times during night mainly
4 earth rotates about i axis.?(b) sarth revolves round the sun (c) Becayge

of optical illusion (d) Because celestial bodies are 8 their positions all the time

Which is the first Asjan country to reach the orbit of Ma a0 (b) India (c) Pakistan (d) China

The cnergy of Sun is vested in which of the followin Photoelectric Emission (b) Nucjeay

Fissiqq'(c)Nucle.uFusion(d)Tempj Enmiss

#
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ymes from

¢ of their orbits (d) The
(5) Jupite

19. The strongest evidence that comets are metmbers of our solar sYstem ©
(a) Their composition (b) Their effect on the lives of man.(c)-The shap
length of their tails

20.. Which of the following planets of the solar system has the longest day? () Mercury
Venus (d) Earth CUNE . | A dil

21. SuperNovais___(a) An asteroid (b) A black'kile (c) A cometddLA dying star— CX] )

22.  The number of satellite of mercury is/areA. 0B. 1C,2 D, 16 )

23. In 1610, Galileo Galilei discovered four moons of which planet? (a) Saturn (b) Jupiter (¢) Neptune (d)

None of these ‘

’@‘o“ Wwhich of the following planets of the solar system does the sun rise in the west and set in the east? (a

;”:"(l’gr)om;:'é;) J;"ptl:teef ic(ﬁrsm Venus (b) V and Mars (¢!
; ) planets of the solar system have no satellites? (a) Mercury and Venus enus ;

2 mmm;’g)fmmmmé L e here (d) Corona

6. :r of Stin is called- (a) Convection Photosphere (¢) Chromosphere TONA

27, Whichiof the fllowing isthe larges of the inner planetty (. /enus 1y Mercary (c) Miars ) Eath

28. Which ‘l;rm 15 considered as the Dwarf planet? (a) Earth (b) Jupiter (c) Phuto (d) Saturn

29. WhicH one of the fu%llowmg statements is correct with reference to our solar system?

7&2’“" Earth is the densest of all the planets in our solar system (b) The predominant element in the
“omposition of Barth is silicon (c) The Sun contains 75 percent of the mass of the solar'system (d) The

25.

diameter of the Sun is 190 times that of the Earth .

. Thegrbits of planets around the Sun, or of satellites lmgnd the Earth, can be._ (&) Circular and elliptic
(b) Circular and hyperbolic (c) Elliptic and parabolic (d) Parabolic and hyperbolic

31, Asteroids have their orbits between the planets _ (2) Mercury and Venus (b) Earth and Mars (c) Mars an |

Jupites (d) Jupiter and Satum “ 53,
393 '-"I_i pt in' motioih in their respective orbits by . (a) Théi¥ gréat size anid spherical shape (b)
cTotation ‘nd density(c) Gravitation and ceatri forse (d). Rotation of the sun o' its axis

33. Comets move around the - (2) Earth (bj Venug () S (d) Jupiter ;

The time required by moonlight to reach the earth is__ (a) 1 sec (b) 1.3 sec (c) 2 sec (d) 2.3 sec

Which is the brightest planet of the solar system? (a) Jupiter (b) Mercury (c) Uranus (d) Veaus

364 Which is the hottest solar system? (a) Jupiter (b) (9) Venus.(d) Uranus ;
37. Which one of the fo 2 the ; or rotation and revolution? (a) Mars

" ) Vs (c) Mereuryf

38. The four largest pla desceniding order are :
Jupitér' ercury Jupiter Satirn and Neptune (c) Jupiter Saturn Uranu:
39.. - The roation: h gives the (a)» (b) autumn scason (¢) day and night (d). summer

i H
) east (o west (c)north to south (d)south to

ﬁ’) trenches (c) equators'(d) hemi ‘
(O e (@) idge RS

( i -iron (d) alloy platinum
; c core (¢) outer core (d). th a and ¢

g.?m continuos g&aﬁﬁomis classified as (a)The Trench
a ﬁ§ i

)"he Continental The Oceanic Drift Theory
des (b) thonoxides (c).

¢ of pollution; the other major saugces of pollution
(©) hlﬂn‘: of metcoroids (d) nucleated settlemant l::t c(:zs zonal
n forest (b) mining for minerals (c), forest fire (d) falling of
°_(d) falling of
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The harmful substance released by power plants anq cars i (NI
(d) magnesium = @) carbon dioxie (b) oxygen (c) potas

50.  The kind of land pollution in which salt content rises and [,

carbonization of soil (b) dcoxygcna(ing of soil__(glmmme‘:;::umble. for farm_x,ng isca

51, In which of the following countries would You expect Mmateria| lifestyleg 1, gg:’:;oll;k (:f t;(:gc -y
United States? (a). Nigeria, (b). Japan. (c). India. (d). Malj, ¥

2. The poorest region of the world is (a). the Middle Easl,__@]_mb_sab,,m Africa. (¢), Beia. (). Latic
America, f g~

3. Which of the following are not third-world regions? (a). Latin America, (b). Asia. (©). Africa,_(g),
Australia, i

4. Which of the following characteristics are most likely found in developing countries? () high popul:
growth rates.(b). large number of people living in poverty. (c). very traditiona] methods of agricyjtyr,
production.(d). al! of the aboye ;

§5. Two elements is group I of the periodic table are; (a) lithium and sodium (b) Nitro,
Sodium and Nitrogen (d) Helium and Hydrogen

36, Two group 4 elements of the periodic table are (a) Titanium and 7

gen and oxy;

(b) Electrone; ativity (¢

Ionization energy (b) Shielding effect X e

61. As we go from left to right across period, electron affinity g)_m(b) Decreases (c) Remains sam
{d) None of above BB T

62.  Australopithecus was also known as the

(a) first ape mun 10) first human (c) human baby
A e T3PS mun 1
humanoid

Which of the follouving is the correct -statement regarding Austrilopithecus? 9a) they lived in W

African grasslands (b) ‘they lived about 5 — 6 million years ago (c) they essertially ate fruits (d) ¢
heated with gums 7

64. Which fossil of ape was known as the connecting link between pes and man? (a) Ramapithecus
Dryopithecus (c) Slivapithecus (d Australopithecus

55. What is another name of human evolution? (a) Neogen ‘—QLWK‘ (¢) Met
fossilizes 5 ¢

66.  Which of the following attributes is essential"componcnt of scientific limper? E);)pcn mindednessJ
bypothesis (€) subjectivity (d) rigidity 5

The method of scientific inquiry that describes natural structures and processes as accurately as possit

s

A through carefy) observation and the analysis of data is known as (2) hypothesis based science (

€Xperimental science Le) discavery science (d) qualitative science
Collecting data baged on observation is an example of ____ analyzing this g,
. example of reasoning (a) hypothesis based sciences, inductiv i

68. ta to reach a conclusion s ;
i L ive (¢

The application of scientific knowledge for some specific purpose is knowy,

(a) technology (b
deductive science (c) inductive science (d) pure science.
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Paper 2 of 11 — GSE 112 2016/2017 USE OF LIBRARY

Level 100 ¢ First Semester ¢ PastQuestion

| UNIVERSITY OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES EFFUR
USE OF LIBRARY (GS 112)
FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION 2016/2017 SESSION tim

NAME OF STUDENT: * payee
DEPT: MATRIC NO: hte
INSTRUCTION: ANSWER ALL, ANY CANCELLATION INVALIDATES THAT NUMBER

TENG: Pe neral | fijedce ir

te So aw is an information material that gives general KNOWieve™

a given discipline.

2. Taking the work or an idea of someone else and pass it off as one’s own is

3. The book backbone is also referred to Spat

4. The library’s objective is to encourage and promote Liang ay
Tenth and Reseryech i

Sy pee ee Bernes is a unit of the library that registers and attends to

user’s information needs.

6. Dihenenss and Yerv kerk are examples of reference sources.

7. Astandard textbook is made up of “4 pages.

8. What is the full meaning of ISBN Ned eee) Cndovd Covad ex

9. Eet~4 and dae deony are prohibited in the library.

10.A sandan textbook is made up of four parts which include Qed iis
Prelinmanery (bye ; Tank and bate Prges

11. The University Librarian is usually a a University.

12. Some of the services provided in the library include Tothericnl anda 2
3. A library attached to a higher institution of learning is Aendennr Lbere-ry
4. is a library material that is accessible only with the use of 4

computer.

5. The term ‘Library’ is derived from a Latin word known as

6. What is the full meaning of OPAC_QIme Ain ferns Cobnbogue

7. _Speed Lorene is a library that is attached to private organizations,
companies, hospitals and research institute.

;» Ruoerwgly ; is a book that gives account of a person’s life.

2 ase

L9, Aa Arerre! library offers services to the general public irrespective

of sex, age, status and educational background.

20. Library catalogue provides _ CLeasiPiantron to the library holding.

by Renance 6
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21. Books on the shelves can be traced through the number.
22, Pre Pemes Souris materials are not meant to be read cover to cover.

23. Journals, magazines and conference proceedings are examples of _ Peont Sovrtes

24. Doeherenyy is a collection of the terms of a subject or discipline including

their meaning and use that are alphabetically arranged.

25. (at lequ—q is the art of describing a book or a non-book material in

bibliographical terms on a catalogue card.

26. Two notable classification schemes used across the world are

Lowry Y Crys | Le) and Newey Beciml Clg Freon (bre)

27.Encyclopaedia Americana is an example of :
28.Registration of library users is done in Cy udnwhen section of the library.

29, Charging and discharging of library materials is done in Cw horn section of
the library.

30. Books of high demands are kept in section of the library.

31. Describe our text bibliographically; give at least seven bibliographic details.
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Paper 3 of 11 — GSE112 USE OF LIBRARY QUESTIONS AND
ANSWER

Level 100 ¢ First Semester ¢ PastQuestion

GSE 112 USE OF LIBRARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWER.

1. Write the full meaning of ISBN . Ans; INTERNATIONAL
STANDARD BOOK NUMBER (ISBN).

2. Write the full meaning of OPAC . Ans; ONLINE PUBLIC ACCESS
CATALOGUE. (OPAC).

3. What is Special Library ? Ans; SPECIAL LIBRARY IS A LIBRARY THAT IS
ATTACHED TO PRIVATE ORGANISATION, HOSPITALS AND RESEARCH

INSTITUTIONS.

4. The services provided by the library include and

services ? Ans; TECHNICAL AND CIRCULATION SERVICES.

5. Registration of library users is done in section of the library? Ans;
CIRCULATION.

6. The library attached to a higher institution of learning is ? Ans;
ACADEMIC LIBRARY.

7. and are prohibited in the library? Ans; NOISE
MAKING and EATING.

8. is a collection of the terms of a subject or discipline their meaning

and use that are alphabetically arranged? Ans; DICTIONARY

9. library offers services to the general public irrespective of status or

educational background? Ans; PUBLIC LIBRARY.

10. materials are not meant to be read from to cover? Ans; REFERENCE.

11. Library catalogue provides to the library holdings

12. Books in the shelves can be found through number? Ans; LIBRARY

CALL.

13. The backbone is also referred to as the ? Ans; SPINE.

14. Magazines and conference proceedings are examples of ? Ans;

INFORMATION SOURCES AND RESOURCES.

15. The library’s objective Is to encourage and promote , and
? Ans; TEACHING, LEARNING and RESEARCH.

16. is a unit of the library that registers and attends to users information
needs? Ans; CIRCULATION UNIT.

17. and are examples of reference materials? Ans; DICTIONARY
and ENCYCLOPAEDIA
18. Encyclopaedia Britannica is an example of ? Ans; GENERAL
ENCYCLOPAEDIA.
19. A standard textbook is made up of ? Ans; ACADEMIC LIBRARY
20. Fupre library is an example of library? Ans; ACADEMIC LIBRARY.
by Renance 8

renance.app * Download Renance on Google Play



GST 112 | FUPRE Renanced

21. are publications that appear regularly or irregular intervals and are
meant to be continued indefinitely? Ans; PERIODICALS.

22. Taking the work or idea of someone and pass it off as one’s own is? Ans;

23. is the process of obtaining library books for home use? Ans;
CHARGING/CHARGENG.
24. The term library is derived from a Latin word known as ? Ans; LIBER.

25. What is the full meaning of ISSN? Ans; INTERNATIONAL STANDARD SERIAL
NUMMBER (ISSN).

26. Give an example of journal in your discipline? Ans; JOURNAL OF OIL AND GAS
EXPLOITATION ¥ototok

27. Information literacy is the ability to find analyse and use ? Ans;

28. Encyclopaedias, Dictionaries and Yearbooks are examples of ? Ans;
REFERENCE MATERIALS

29. What is your definition of a library? Ans;

30. A standard book is made of four parts which include? BENDING,PRELIMINARY
PAGES,TEXT, and AUXILIARY PAGES.

31. A national library uses UBN and USN

32. What are the three main approach to library catalogue? Ans; BOOK
CATALOGUE,CARD CATALOGUE ONLINE PUBLIC ACCESS CATALOGUE

God bless us all.
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Paper 4 of 11 — GES 112 possible question

Level 100 ¢ First Semester ¢ PastQuestion
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Paper 5 of 11 — GST 112 The Evolution Of Nigeria as a political

unit Set 2024 2025 Second Semester

Level 100 ¢ Second Semester « Handout

The evolution of Nigeria as a political unit is a complex and fascinating
story, marked by colonial imposition, the rise of nationalist

consciousness, and a determined struggle for self-governance.

1. The 1914 Amalgamation: The Genesis of

a "Nation"

Before 1914, the territory now known as Nigeria consisted of diverse
independent ethnic groups and kingdoms. British influence grew
throughout the 19th century, driven by economic interests (palm oil, raw
materials) and the desire to control trade routes. This led to the

establishment of several British colonial entities:

(] Lagos Colony (1861): Initially a trading post, it was annexed by
Britain to control the lucrative trade in the Bight of Benin.

0 Oil Rivers Protectorate (1884), later Niger Coast

Protectorate: Established to regulate trade and suppress slavery
in the Niger Delta.

0 Northern Nigeria Protectorate (1900): Formed from the
territories previously under the Royal Niger Company's shadowy
control.

0 Southern Nigeria Protectorate (1906): Resulting from the

merger of the Lagos Colony and the Niger Coast Protectorate.

The pivotal moment in Nigeria's formation was the 1914
amalgamation, orchestrated by Sir Frederick Lugard, the then
Governor-General. This administrative fiat merged the Northern and

Southern Protectorates into the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria.
Reasons for Amalgamation:

0 Administrative convenience and efficiency: Running two
separate colonies was seen as costly and inefficient. The North was
financially dependent on grants from the British Treasury, while
the South was more prosperous due to customs duties from its
coastal trade. Amalgamation aimed to make the colony self-
sustaining by using the South's revenue to subsidize the North.

[ Economic reasons: To facilitate the exploitation of resources
across the entire territory and streamline trade.

[ Strategic interests: To consolidate British control over a vast and

resource-rich region.

Impact of Amalgamation:
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While the amalgamation created a single political entity, it largely
ignored the deep cultural, religious, and socio-political differences

between the diverse groups.

0 Deepened regional and ethnic divisions: The amalgamation,
rather than fostering unity, inadvertently deepened pre-existing
regional and ethnic disparities. The North, largely Muslim and with
centralized emirate systems, was governed largely through indirect
rule, preserving traditional structures. The South, with more
decentralized societies and greater exposure to Western education
and Christianity, experienced different colonial policies. This
uneven application of policies sowed seeds of future tensions and
political fragmentation.

] Centralized governance under British interests: The new
centralized colonial structure prioritized British interests over

those of the indigenous populations.

0 Lack of national identity: The forced union did little to foster a
sense of national unity, leading to persistent challenges of cohesion
in post-colonial Nigeria.

0 Laying groundwork for ethnic-based competition: The colonial
framework, particularly through indirect rule, inadvertently set the

stage for ethnic-based competition for power among regional elites.

2. Formation of Political Parties: Early

Stirrings of Nationalism

The introduction of the "elective principle" by the Clifford Constitution
of 1922 marked a significant step in Nigeria's political evolution,
allowing for limited African representation in the Legislative Council
(though primarily for Lagos and Calabar). This stimulated the formation

of early political associations.

(0 Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP) - 1923: Founded

by Herbert Macaulay, often considered the "father of Nigerian
nationalism." The NNDP was the first political party in Nigeria and
largely confined its activities to Lagos, where it won all the elective
seats in the Legislative Council for a period. Its objectives included
promoting higher education, fair trade, and Africanization of the
civil service.

0 Nigerian Youth Movement (NYM) - 1935: Initially known as the
Lagos Youth Movement, it aimed for complete autonomy for
Nigeria and broadened the scope of nationalist agitation beyond
Lagos. Key figures included Ernest Ikoli and Samuel Akinsanya.
The NYM challenged the NNDP's dominance in the Lagos elections
of 1938.
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These early parties, though limited in scope and often focused on urban
areas, began to articulate demands for greater African participation in

governance and laid the groundwork for a broader nationalist movement.

3. Nationalist Movement and the Struggle

for Independence

The nationalist movement gained significant momentum after World War
I, fueled by returning soldiers who had fought for Allied powers,

increasing political awareness, and the global wave of decolonization.
Key Figures and Organizations:

0 Herbert Macaulay: As mentioned, he was a foundational figure,
using his influence and the Lagos Daily News to promote
nationalist ideas. He co-founded the National Council of Nigeria
and the Cameroons (NCNC).

0 Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe ("Zik"): A charismatic leader and journalist,
Azikiwe founded the West African Pilot newspaper, which became a
powerful voice for independence. He co-founded the National
Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC) in 1944 (taking

over leadership after Macaulay's death in 1946). The NCNC was
initially broad-based and aimed to unite Nigerians across regions to
demand self-rule.

0 Chief Obafemi Awolowo: A prominent lawyer and politician from
the Western Region. He founded the Action Group (AG) in 1951,
which emerged from the Yoruba cultural organization, Egbe Omo
Oduduwa. The AG focused on developing the Western Region,
notably introducing free primary education, and advocated for self-
governance.

0 Sir Ahmadu Bello: A leading figure from the Northern Region and
a descendant of Usman Dan Fodio. He led the Northern People's
Congress (NPC), formed in 1949 from the cultural association
Jam'iyyar Mutanen Arewa. The NPC's primary focus was on
protecting Northern interests and modernizing the region, though
they initially expressed caution about immediate independence,
fearing Southern domination.

0 Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa: Deputy Leader of the NPC, he
became Nigeria's first Prime Minister at independence.

0 Anthony Enahoro: Notable for being the first to move a motion for
Nigeria's independence in the Federal House of Representatives in

1953, though it was not immediately passed.
Key Milestones in the Struggle:

] Richard's Constitution (1946): This constitution, while
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maintaining colonial control, introduced regionalism, dividing
Nigeria into three regions: Northern, Western, and Eastern. This
inadvertently fostered the growth of regionally-based political
parties (NPC, AG, NCNC) and intensified regional rivalries, which

would have long-lasting effects.

0 Macpherson Constitution (1951): This constitution significantly
increased Nigerian participation in the legislative and executive
councils at both central and regional levels. It established a House
of Representatives and regional Houses of Assembly with elected
majorities. This further empowered the regional parties and fueled
the demand for greater autonomy.

0 London and Lagos Constitutional Conferences (1953, 1954,
1957, 1958): These conferences brought together Nigerian
leaders and British officials to discuss the future of Nigeria. Key
issues debated included the pace of independence, the federal
structure, revenue allocation, and minority rights. The 1954
Constitution, a result of these conferences, established a federal
system with a greater degree of regional autonomy and separated
Lagos from the Western Region.

0 Self-Government for Regions (1957): The Eastern and Western
Regions achieved self-government in 1957. The Northern Region
followed in 1959.

00 Motion for Independence: While Anthony Enahoro's motion for
independence in 1953 was met with opposition from Northern
representatives who felt they were not ready, the sustained
pressure from nationalist leaders and parties ultimately led to the
British government's commitment to grant independence. Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa moved a successful motion for

independence in 1959.
Achieving Independence:

After years of negotiations and increasing pressure from the nationalist
movement, Nigeria gained independence on October 1, 1960. Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa became the first Prime Minister, and Dr.
Nnamdi Azikiwe became the ceremonial Governor-General (later the first

President when Nigeria became a republic in 1963).

The journey from the 1914 amalgamation to independence in 1960 was a
transformative period for Nigeria, laying the foundation for a new
sovereign nation, albeit one grappling with the legacies of its colonial
creation, particularly the complexities of its diverse ethnic groups and

regional identities.
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Concept of trade and economics of self-reliance (indigenous trade and
market system, indigenous apprenticeship system among Nigeria people,

trade, skill acquisition and self-reliance).
Trade and Self-Reliance

Imagine living in a village where one person grows yams, another catches
fish, and someone else makes clothes. When the yam farmer wants fish or
the fisherman needs clothes, they simply swap what they have. This process
is what we call trade. Trade means the exchange of goods and services to
satisfy needs, it can also be defined as transfer of goods and service from
one person or entity to another, often in exchange for something or money.
In the past, this was done through barter, a direct exchange of items.
Today, trade mostly involves the use of money. Trade can take place locally
(within a town or country), such as a farmer selling yams in a nearby
market, or internationally, like when Nigeria exports crude oil to other

countries in exchange for foreign goods or currency.

Types of Trade:
1. Barter Trade:- Trading goods for goods (used in traditional societies).
2. Monetary Trade:- Trading goods and services using money as a medium of

exchange (modern systems).

Trade has always been important in human societies. It helps people get
what they do not produce themselves and allows communities to specialize

in what they do best.
SELF-RELIANCE.

Have you heard the saying, “Cut your coat according to your cloth” ? That
captures the idea of self-reliance, using what you have to solve your own
problems instead of always depending on others. Self-reliance means being
able to care for yourself or your community by applying your own skills,
knowledge, and resources. For instance a graduate who starts a tailoring
business instead of waiting for a government job is self-reliant and a village
that builds a bridge through communal effort instead of waiting for
government assistance is also self-reliant. Self-Reliance is the ability of
individuals or communities to depend on their own skills and resources to
meet their needs without depending heavily on others or a quality of
depending on yourself for things instead of relying on others. Simply say
producing what you consume. In a country like Nigeria, where

unemployment and poverty are major challenges, embracing trade and self-
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reliance is essential. By learning practical skills, starting small businesses,
and exchanging goods and services, people and communities can overcome

hardship without relying solely on external support.

1| Page

Economics of self-reliance is the study or practice of how individuals,
communities, or nations can use their own skills, knowledge, labor, natural
resources, and local technologies to create jobs, provide goods and services,

meet daily needs, grow economically without depending too much on

external help.
Indigenous Trade and Market Systems in Nigeria

The word “indigenous” means something that comes from a particular place
or culture, something native, traditional, or locally developed. In this
context, it refers to systems and practices that belong to Nigeria’s own
cultures and traditions, not introduced by foreigners or Western influence.
Indigenous trade encompassed diverse practices among various cultural
groups involving the exchange of goods, resources and knowledge. These
systems were often complex and reflected the unique needs and

environments of the participating communities

The pre-colonial Nigerians economy had a well-organized traditional trade
systems that included agriculture, local industry and trade that is patterns
by the influence of ecology and culture. These are known as indigenous
trade and market systems. Literally Indigenous trade refers to the way
people in Nigerian communities exchanged goods and services before
colonial rule. These systems were based on trust, community values, and

strong social relationships.
Key Features of Indigenous Trade:

[ Goods were exchanged without money, using the barter system.
0 Trading happened in designated markets on specific days.

0 Iltems commonly traded included farm produce, local crafts, salt,
clothing, palm oil, and livestock.

0 Trade was solely for practical purpose and also involved the

exchange of ceremonial object

These systems helped meet people's needs while strengthening the social

and cultural fabric of Nigerian communities.
What is a Market in Indigenous Nigeria?
2 | Page

A market is a place where people gather to exchange goods and services. In
traditional Nigerian societies, markets served not only as commercial

centers but also as important social and cultural spaces where relationships
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were built and community life thrived. These markets are vital economic

hubs deeply intertwined with the nation’s history and diverse communities.
Types of Traditional Nigerian Markets

1. Periodic Markets These markets operate on specific days, often
every four or eight days, depending on local customs. Example: In Igbo
land, markets are held on traditional days such as Eke, Orie, Afor,

and Nkwo.

2. Daily Markets Found in larger towns or urban areas, these markets
are open every day, providing a constant place for buying and selling.
3. Specialty Markets These are markets that focus on particular goods
such as livestock, herbal medicine, fabrics, or handcrafted items.

They attract traders and buyers with specific needs or interests.

Examples of Famous Indigenous Markets

Region Market Name Known For

South-East Nkwo Nnewi Auto parts and

Market electronics

South-West Oja Oba (Ibadan) Clothing, food items

North Kano Kurmi Market Leather goods, grains,

textiles

South-South Wuse Market General consumer

(Abuja) goods

Source: Compiled from general knowledge of major Nigerian markets and

regional trade practices.
Roles of Women in Indigenous Markets

Women have been central to indigenous trade in Nigeria, often serving as
the backbone of local economies. Their influence goes beyond just buying
and selling, they also help organize, lead, and passed down trade skills to
the next generation, making them key drivers of both commerce and
community development.

3| Page

0 In Yoruba communities, women hold significant authority in the
marketplace. The lyaldja, meaning “Mother of the Market,” is a

respected female leader who oversees market operations, resolves
disputes, and represents traders in community matters.

0 In Igbo society, women dominate much of the retail trade, especially

in food items, cloth, and household goods. In many towns, women are
elected as market leaders or “market queens,” a title that recognizes
their leadership and business skills.

(] Trading was not just a job, it was a heritage. Women often taught

their daughters or apprentices how to trade, manage money, and
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build customer relationships. This passing down of skills was a form of
economic inheritance, ensuring family survival and wealth transfer

across generations.

Forms of Indigenous Trade

0 Barter System this is when people exchange goods without using
money. Example: Giving 1 tuber of yam in return for 5 kola nuts.

0 Silent Trade this is a quiet form of trade where traders don’t talk or
meet directly.

One person leaves their goods and walks away, and the other person
leaves their own goods or payment in return. Used when people didn’t
speak the same language.

[ Itinerant Trade some traders moved from one village to another to
sell their goods.

This helped share products across different areas and allowed people

from far places to trade.

Importance of Indigenous Trade and Market Systems

1. Economic survival: before the modern economy, trade was how people got
what they needed.

2. Social connection: markets brought people together and strengthened
community bonds.

3. Cultural expression: markets were venues for music, festivals, and
traditional practices.

4. Regional cooperation: trade linked communities and promoted peaceful co-
existence.

5. Foundation for modern trade: today’s business culture in Nigeria has its
roots in these systems.

Apprenticeship

4 | Page

Apprenticeship is a system where a young or inexperienced person (called
an apprentice) learns a skill or trade by working under the guidance of a
more experienced person (called a master or trainer). Apprenticeship is
simply "learning by doing." This training often takes place over several
months or years and involves hands-on experience. Instead of just reading
books or sitting in a classroom, the apprentice learns by doing, watching
the master work, practicing the skills, and gradually becoming capable of
doing the job independently. This system is common in areas like tailoring,
carpentry, mechanics, hairdressing, blacksmithing, and many other trades
in Nigeria.

In summary, Apprenticeship is a practical way of learning a trade by

working under a skilled person. It allows people to gain hands-on
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experience and become self-reliant through “learning by doing.”
Indigenous Apprenticeship Systems in Nigeria

Now that we understand what “indigenous” and “apprenticeship” mean,
let’'s combine the two ideas. Indigenous apprenticeship in Nigeria is a
hands-on, traditional system where young people learn trades from
experienced community members. It helps pass down valuable skills, moral
values, and prepares individuals to become self-reliant and successful in

their own businesses.
Steps in the Indigenous Apprenticeship System

[0 Agreement- a young person is placed under a master craftsman or
trader (like a tailor, mechanic, carpenter, or businessperson). This is
usually arranged by the apprentice’s parents or guardians.

0 Training Period- The apprentice works closely with the master for 2 to
7 years, learning the trade by watching, helping, and practicing. The
apprentice may even live with the master during this period.

[0 Moral and Discipline Training - Apart from job skills, the apprentice
also learns discipline, respect, time management, and how to relate
with customers — all important for future success.

[ Settlement or Graduation At the end of the training, the master may
give the apprentice some tools, money, or even help set up a small
business. This process is often called “settlement,” especially among

the Igbo people.
Examples of Indigenous Apprenticeship Systems in Nigeria

Ethnic Apprenticeship Unique Features

Group Style

5 | Page

Igbo Igba Boy system Focused on learning
business/trading. Master settles

apprentice after years of service.

Yoruba Artisan-focused Training in trades like
hairdressing, tailoring, and

carpentry. Apprentices often live

with their masters

Hausa/Fulani Skills like Apprentices often combine skill
leatherwork, learning with Islamic education
farming, (Almajiri system).

blacksmithing

Source: Okafor E.E (2022); Olutayo, A.O. (1999).

Importance of Indigenous Apprenticeship in Nigeria

0 Skill Transfer: Passes practical skills from one generation to the next.
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0 Job Creation: Trained apprentices can become self-

employed or employ others.

0 Reduces Unemployment: Especially in a country where formal jobs
are scarce.

0 Builds Entrepreneurship: Especially in Igbo culture where boys are
trained to start and run successful businesses from a young age.

[ Social Development: Teaches values like hard work, loyalty, respect,

and community support.

Challenges Facing Indigenous Apprenticeship System in Nigeria

Today

[ Decline in interest among youth due to materialism and the allure of
quick riches

0 Lack of structured training programs leading to standardized skill
acquisition

0 Lack of formal recognition or certification.

0 Poor funding/support for young entrepreneurs.

0 Exploitation of apprentices (e.g., overwork without settlement).
Role of Trade and Skill Acquisition in Self-Reliance

In a country like Nigeria, where unemployment and poverty are common,
learning how to depend on your own skills and efforts is one of the most
powerful tools for survival and success. Two key things that help with this
are: Trade (buying and selling goods or services), and Skill

Acquisition (learning a practical ability that helps you earn a living or solve
6 | Page
a real-life problem, like tailoring, carpentry, coding, or farming).Together,

trade and skill acquisition play a major role in achieving self-reliance both

for individuals and the entire society.
Here's the Difference:

Term Meaning Key Focus

Indigenous A traditional and Emphasizes local
Apprenticeship community-based way of customs, cultural
System learning a trade or craft values, and informal
under a skilled master,

passed down over

generations

Skill Acquisition A broader term that means Focuses on the
learning any skill, process of gaining

whether through skills, not limited to

traditional, formal, or tradition or culture.

informal means (including
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schools, workshops, or
online).
Source: Compiled from educational knowledge on traditional

apprenticeship and vocational training practices in Nigeria.

In Summary, all indigenous apprenticeship involves skill acquisition,
but not all skill acquisition happens through indigenous apprenticeship.
So, you can say indigenous apprenticeship is one form of skill

acquisition, especially common in traditional African societies.
How Trade and Skills Lead to Self-Reliance

Trade and skills go hand in hand to build confidence, income, and
independence. A self-reliant society is one where people use their own
hands and minds to solve problems and create better lives and one of the
best ways to achieve self-reliance is through trade and skill acquisition.

Here's how they work together:

[ Skills Provide the Means to Produce when someone learns a skill like
tailoring, carpentry, farming, shoemaking, or hairstyling, they can
create something useful or offer a valuable service. This means they
don’t have to wait for a government job or foreign help. Example: A
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young woman who learns how to bake can start selling cakes in her
community.

[] Trade Helps People Earn and Exchange Once a person has a skill,
they can trade what they produce for money or for other things they
need. This can happen in local markets, online, or even across
borders. Example: A local carpenter can sell furniture in the village
market or supply to bigger towns.

0 Economic Independence With skills and trade, individuals become
economically independent. They can feed their families, pay school
fees, and even employ others lifting not just themselves, but their
whole community. Example: Many Nigerian families rely on small
businesses or informal trade for daily survival not government jobs.

0 Reduces Poverty and Unemployment When more people learn skills
and go into trade, it reduces the number of people depending on
handouts. It encourages productivity, entrepreneurship, and

innovation.

Turn Skills into Power: The Road to Self-Reliance
(] Your skills are your tools.

0 Your trading mindset is your engine.

0 Self-reliance is your power.

00 The more people produce and trade, the stronger our economy becomes.
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0 A self-reliant community is a stronger Nigeria.

You don't have to wait to “make it” after graduation you can start building

now.

This topic is not just theory, it's about real life. It's about how you, as a
student or young Nigerian, can survive, thrive, and build a future using

your hands, your brain, and a little creativity.
8 | Page
9 | Page
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RE-ORIENTATION, MORAL VALUES, AND NATIONAL VALUES

Re-orientation, moral values, and national values are key pillars for building
a better Nigeria. The country cannot progress without citizens who
Understand what is right and wrong (moral values), Feel united and loyal to
the nation (national values), And are willing to change for the better (re-
orientation). These efforts require government support, education reform,
religious institutions, families, and individual responsibility. Example To
fight corruption in Nigeria Educate citizens through media and school
campaigns. Teach integrity and honesty. Encourage patriotism and selfless

service.
RE-ORIENTATION

Re-orientation refers to a change in a person’s or society’s mindset,
behavior, and attitude towards a new and more desirable direction. It
involves shifting from negative or harmful values and beliefs to positive,
progressive, and socially beneficial ones. Nigeria has struggled with issues
like corruption, indiscipline, tribalism, and lack of patriotism. Re-orientation

efforts aim to correct these problems by instilling new national values.
Why Nigeria Needs Re-orientation

Nigeria has faced challenges liken Corruption in public and private sectors,
Ethnic and religious discrimination, Lack of patriotism and Social
indiscipline (e.q., bribery, traffic law violations, exam malpractice) These
problems have contributed to underdevelopment, poor international image,

and public mistrust in governance.
Goals of Re-orientation

The goal is to create a more responsible, patriotic, honest, and disciplined
citizenry.

i. Promote civic responsibility

ii. Encourage national unity

iii. Reduce corruption and social vices
iv. Build a value-driven society
MORAL VALUES

Moral values are principles of right and wrong behavior accepted by
individuals or society. They guide personal conduct and interactions with
others. Moral values are deeply influenced by culture, religion, and
tradition. However, in recent years, many Nigerians express concern about

moral decay—especially among the youth. Examples A Nigerian airport
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cleaner returning lost money or valuables instead of stealing them. This
happened in 2019 when a cleaner at Murtala Muhammed Airport returned a
lost bag containing large sums of money. The story of Late Dora Akunyili,
former NAFDAC Director-General, who resisted bribes and fought against

counterfeit drugs.

Source of Moral Values in Nigeria

i. Religion (Christianity, Islam, Traditional beliefs)
ii. Family upbringing

iii. Cultural practices

iv. Education

Importance

A morally upright society:

i. Reduces crime and corruption

ii. Promotes trust and cooperation

iii. Builds respectful and responsible citizens
NATIONAL VALUES

National values are shared beliefs and practices that promote unity,
identity, and development of a nation. They define what a country
collectively stands for. National values promote patriotism, loyalty, justice,
and national development. They also help overcome tribalism and ethnic
division.

CORE NATIONAL VALUES IN NIGERIA

Patriotism: Citizens participating in national events like Independence

Day celebrations, singing the national anthem with pride.

Dignity of Labour: Nollywood actors who started from humble beginnings

and rose through hard work—e.g., Mercy Johnson or Ali Nuhu.

Religious Tolerance: Interfaith marriages or festivals where Christians

and Muslims celebrate together peacefully, especially in places like Lagos.

Discipline: Governor Babatunde Fashola's administration in Lagos is
remembered for improving public discipline through environmental

sanitation and traffic laws.

Social Justice: Advocacy for equal rights for women and minority groups,
like the push for gender equality and the #EndSARS movement which

demanded fairness in policing.
Importance of National Values

i. Encourage national identity and pride

ii. Strengthen unity in diversity

iii. Guide public institutions and governance
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iv. Inspire citizens to contribute positively to national growth

THE 3 R’S: RECONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, AND
RECONCILIATION

These three concepts were major post-war policies introduced by the
Nigerian government after the Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970) to restore
peace and unity in the country. The war lasted from 1967 to 1970. Fought
between the Federal Government of Nigeria and the secessionist state of
Biafra (mainly Igbo people from the Eastern Region). The war caused
massive loss of lives, displacement, economic collapse, and infrastructure

destruction, especially in the East.
RECONSTRUCTION

Reconstruction refers to rebuilding the damaged physical and economic
infrastructure of Nigeria, especially in war-affected areas. Examples Road
and bridge repair: The Federal Government invested in rebuilding Onitsha
Bridge, roads in Enugu, and other war-torn areas. Revival of Eastern
Industries such as Nigercem in Nkalagu, Golden Guinea Breweries, and
Premier Breweries received attention. Efforts were made to reconnect the
Eastern oil-producing states (e.g., Rivers, Imo) into Nigeria’s national

economy.
Goals

i. Rebuild roads, schools, hospitals, and houses destroyed during the
war.
ii. Revive the economy in the Eastern Region.

iii. Reintegrate the region into national development plans.
REHABILITATION

Rehabilitation involves providing support to displaced persons and war
victims, helping them return to normal life. Examples Displaced people
were resettled with government support in areas like Abakaliki, Awka, and
Port Harcourt. Biafran soldiers and civilians were granted amnesty and
allowed to return to civilian life. Government created agencies like the
Nigerian Red Cross and Rehabilitation Commission to distribute aid. School
re-enrollment campaigns for children affected by war trauma and

displacement.
Goals

i. Offer humanitarian aid: food, shelter, and medicine.
ii. Help ex-soldiers and Biafran civilians reintegrate into society.

iii. Reopen schools and restore basic services.
Reconciliation

Reconciliation means healing the emotional and political divisions between
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Nigerians—especially between the East and the rest of the country.
Examples “No Victor, No Vanquished” Policy (1970): Announced by General
Yakubu Gowon to emphasize peace and unity over revenge. Many top
Biafran officials were not punished; some like Emeka Ojukwu were
eventually pardoned and later ran for president. Easterners were
reabsorbed into national institutions, although there were complaints of
marginalization.

Goals

0 Promote national unity and trust.
0 Prevent future civil unrest.

0 Forgive past grievances and ensure inclusion.
AUSTERITY MEASURES

Austerity measures are government policies used to reduce national debt or
control inflation by cutting public spending and increasing taxes. Austerity
measures, while aimed at stabilizing the economy, often result in social

hardship if not properly implemented.
Purpose

i. Address economic crisis or recession.
ii. Stabilize currency and control inflation.

iii. Reduce government deficits.
Austerity Measures in Nigeria

Nigeria has implemented austerity measures during several key economic

crises:
The Shagari Era (1979-1983)

Oil boom of the 1970s was followed by a crash in the early 1980s. Nigeria

faced recession, high inflation, and foreign debt.
Austerity Measures Introduced

i. Import Restrictions: Ban on luxury goods to save foreign exchange.
ii. Rationing: Limited imports of rice, milk, and sugar.

iii. Massive Layoffs: Downsizing of government staff.

iv. School Feeding & Subsidies Cut: Withdrawal of public programs.
v. Salary Freeze: No increase in workers' wages.

Impact:

i. Economic hardship for average Nigerians.

ii. Black markets emerged.

iii. Public dissatisfaction contributed to the military coup in 1983.

STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMME (SAP) - 1986
(BABANGIDA ERA)
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Nigeria’'s debt burden and inflation were worsening. SAP was introduced
under IMF/World Bank advice.

Measures Introduced

i. Devaluation of the Naira
ii. Removal of fuel and food subsidies

iii. Privatization of public enterprises
iv. Introduction of new taxes
Effects

i. Prices of goods soared.

ii. Unemployment increased.

iii. Widespread poverty.

iv. Birth of widespread protests and discontent.
Recent Austerity Measures

Reasons

0 Decline in oil prices
[] COVID-19 economic downturn

(] Huge national debt
Government Actions
0 Fuel subsidy removal (leading to increased transport and food costs)

0 Borrowing and increased taxation

0 Restriction on foreign exchange
Effects:

[0 Economic hardship on low-income families
0 Rise in inflation and food prices
0 National debates over whether to continue subsidy or provide

alternatives

WAR AGAINST INDISCIPLINE AND CORRUPTION (WAIC), MASS
MOBILIZATION FOR SELF-RELIANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ECONOMY
RECOVERY (MAMSER), NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY (NOA)

Three major government-driven campaigns and agencies in Nigeria aimed
at fostering patriotism, discipline, economic recovery, and national unity
War Against Indiscipline and Corruption (WAIC) Mass Mobilization for Self-
Reliance, Social Justice and Economic Recovery (MAMSER) National
Orientation Agency (NOA) These programs were launched at different times
in Nigeria's history, each with specific goals but with a common objective:

to reshape Nigerian citizens’ attitudes and values for national development.
WAR AGAINST INDISCIPLINE AND CORRUPTION (WAIC)

Launched in 1984 by General Muhammadu Buhari’s military government. It
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aimed to instill discipline in public behavior—e.g., orderly queuing and time
consciousness. To correct widespread indiscipline, corruption, laziness,

dishonesty, and lack of civic responsibility among Nigerians.
Objectives of WAIC
1. Promote public morality and national discipline.

2. Eliminate corruption in public offices.
3. Encourage respect for law and order.
4. Cultivate the habit of cleanliness and environmental hygiene.

5. Restore Nigeria's international image and national pride.
Successes of WAIC

i. Improved public order and discipline (e.g., queuing culture, early
work attendance).
ii. Reduction in open corruption (for a time).

iii. Cleaner cities through monthly environmental sanitation.
Criticisms of WAIC

i. Military-style enforcement: People were beaten or publicly humiliated.
ii. Short-lived: The program died after the Buhari government was
overthrown in 1985.

iii. Focused more on symptoms than root causes of corruption.

MASS MOBILIZATION FOR SELF-RELIANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND
ECONOMIC RECOVERY (MAMSER)

Launched in 1987 by General Ibrahim Babangida’s military regime, Led by
Professor Jerry Gana. MAMSER was part of the political transition to
civilian rule and the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) to revive the

economy.
Objectives of MAMSER:

1. Mobilize Nigerians for self-reliance and reduce dependence on
imports.
2. Promote social justice and equity in governance.

3. Educate Nigerians on civic rights and responsibilities.

4. Re-orient citizens to support economic recovery and productivity.
5. Encourage participation in the democratic transition.

Successes of MAMSER

i. Helped prepare Nigerians for a democratic transition (though short-
lived after the annulled 1993 election).

ii. Promoted economic self-reliance and entrepreneurship.

iii. Taught political and civic responsibility to rural and urban citizens.

Criticisms of MAMSER
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i. Operated under a military regime, limiting public trust.
ii. Its impact was weakened after Babangida’s failed transition
program.

iii. Many of its ideals were later absorbed into NOA.
NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY (NOA)

Established in 1993 by Decree No. 100 (now an Act of Parliament). It
absorbed MAMSER and continued many of its responsibilities. Current
Mandate are Promote national unity, patriotism, civic responsibility, and
positive behavioral change. Examples Partnered with EFCC to educate
youth on the dangers of fraud (Yahoo Yahoo). Played a key role in the
COVID-19 awareness campaign in rural areas. Encouraged peaceful

elections through community peacebuilding workshops.
Objectives of NOA

i. Communicate government policies to the public.

ii. Promote national values and cultural heritage.

iii. Mobilize support for national development programs.

iv. Encourage peaceful coexistence and religious tolerance.
v. Monitor public opinion on government activities.

NOA'’s Tools for Mass Mobilization

i. Town hall meetings and village square engagements.

ii. Radio and television programs in English and local languages.
iii. Drama, jingles, and posters to reach rural populations.
iv. Schools and NYSC orientation programs.

Challenges Facing NOA

i. Low funding and logistics problems.

ii. Public apathy and distrust of government messages.

iii. Limited digital reach in the age of social media.
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1. Nigerian history, culture, and art up to 1800 (Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo
peoples and culture; peoples and culture of the ethnic minority
groups).

2. Nigeria under colonial rule (advent of colonial rule in Nigeria and
colonial administration of Nigeria).

3. Evolution of Nigeria as a political unit (amalgamation of Nigeria in
1914, formation of political parties in Nigeria, nationalist movement
and struggle for independence).

4. Nigeria and challenges of nation building (military intervention in
Nigerian politics and Nigerian Civil War).

5. Concept of trade and economics of self-reliance (indigenous trade and
market system, indigenous apprenticeship system among Nigeria
people, trade, skill acquisition and self-reliance).

6. Social justices and national development (law definition and
classification. judiciary and fundamental rights).

7. Individual, norms and values (basic Nigeria norms and values,
patterns of citizenship acquisition, citizenship and civic

responsibilities, indigenous languages, usage and development,
negative attitudes and conducts, cultism, kidnapping and other

related social vices).

8. Re-orientation, moral and national values (The 3R’s -Reconstruction,
Rehabilitation and Re-orientation; Re-orientation strategies:

Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), Green Revolution, Austerity
Measures, War Against Indiscipline (WAI), War against Indiscipline

and Corruption (WAIC), Mass Mobilization for Self-Reliance, Social
Justice and Economic Recovery (MAMSER), National Orientation
Agency (NOA).

9. Current socio-political and cultural developments in Nigeria.
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INDIVIDUALS, NORMS AND VALUES

Understanding individuals, norms, and values is key to understanding
Nigerian society. While individuals act and make choices, norms tell them
what behavior is expected, and values guide them on what is right or
wrong. Nigeria’s rich cultural heritage offers a wide variety of these norms

and values, many of which help bind its diverse people together.

Individuals learn norms and values through socialization (e.g., at home,
school, church/mosque). An individual who follows norms and upholds
values is seen as morally upright and socially acceptable. When individuals
challenge or break norms (e.g., by dressing inappropriately or being
disrespectful), they may face social sanctions Individuals also have the
power to influence norms and values (e.g., through activism, innovation, or

leadership).

While Norms and values matters in the society because Shared norms and
values reduce conflict and promote cooperation. Cultural norms and values
shape what it mean to be Igbo, Hausa, Yoruba, etc. Help people make
ethical decisions in family life, work, and public service. Values like honesty

and hard work are essential for national progress.
INDIVIDUALS

An individual is a single human being distinguished from a group, class, or
family. In a sociological context, individuals are the smallest unitin a
society. Every person in society plays a role in maintaining or challenging

norms and values.
Importance in Society

i. Individuals interact with others to form relationships and
communities.

ii. T. hey are shaped by their environment, family, education, religion,
and experiences.

iii. In turn, individuals also shape society by influencing customs, norms,

and social change.
Examples in Nigeria

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Author): As an individual, she has influenced
global and Nigerian perspectives on gender, culture, and post-colonial
identity.

Aliko Dangote (Businessman): An individual who has contributed to

Nigeria's economy and is a role model in entrepreneurship.
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Fela Kuti (Musician/Activist): As an individual, he used music to fight for

social justice and challenge government corruption.
Norms

Norms are the accepted rules or standards of behavior shared by a group
or society. They guide how people are expected to behave in particular

situations.
TYPES OF NORMS
Folkways

These are every day, informal customs or habits that people follow for
politeness or convenience. Breaking them doesn’t carry serious punishment
but may result in mild disapproval. Examples Greeting elders properly, In
Yoruba culture, young boys prostrate and girls kneel when greeting elders.
Using right hand to give/receive items It is considered rude in most
Nigerian cultures to use the left hand. Removing shoes before entering a
house is Common in Northern Nigeria or among Muslim families as a sign

of cleanliness and respect.
Mores

These are stronger norms based on moral views of right and wrong.
Violating them is more serious and can lead to community rejection or
shame. Examples Speaking rudely or shouting at an elder is morally
unacceptable. Engaging in premarital sex or adultery are Strongly frowned
upon in both Christian and Muslim communities. Stealing in the village
Even before involving the police, the community may banish or disgrace a
thief.

Laws

These are official rules created and enforced by the government. Breaking
laws leads to legal punishment such as fines or imprisonment. Examples
Bribery and corruption is Against Nigerian law (though still common),
punished under anti-corruption laws (e.g., EFCC Act). Driving without a
license or breaking traffic signals can lead to arrest by VIO or FRSC. Drug

trafficking is a criminal offense punishable under NDLEA laws.
Taboos

Taboos are strong social prohibitions against certain actions or discussions.
They are deeply rooted in culture or religion and often seen as disgusting,

shameful, or spiritually dangerous. Examples Having sexual relations with a

family member is a strong taboo across all Nigerian ethnic groups. In
ancient times, some communities (like the Ibibio) believed twins were evil.
This is now a condemned taboo. In some parts of Nigeria, eating dogs, owls,

or snakes is taboo due to spiritual or cultural beliefs. Whistling at night in
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some Yoruba traditions, it's believed to invite evil spirits or snakes.
Basic Nigerian Norms

1. Greeting Elders with Respect: It is common for young people to
kneel (Yoruba) or prostrate to greet elders. This shows respect and
acknowledgment of authority.

2. Modesty in Dressing: In many parts of Nigeria, especially in the
North, dressing modestly (especially for women) is a cultural and
sometimes religious norm.

3. Respect for Authority: Respecting leaders, chiefs, elders, and
religious leaders is deeply ingrained in many Nigerian cultures.

4. Marriage and Family Roles: Traditional roles often expect men to
be providers and women to be caregivers. Polygamy is accepted in
some parts (especially under Islamic or customary law).

5. Communal Living: Many Nigerian communities value living and
working together, especially in rural areas. People look out for one
another and participate in communal activities like farming or

festivals.
VALUES

Values are the deeply held beliefs about what is good, right, and important.
They are more stable and abstract than norms and help determine what

norms exist.
Characteristics of Values

i. Guide long-term behavior.
ii. Help in decision-making and moral judgments.

iii. Often rooted in culture, religion, and history.
Basic Nigerian Values

1. Respect for Elders: Seen as a moral obligation across ethnic groups.
Decisions often involve consultation with older people.

2. Hard Work: Nigerians value diligence and ambition. Phrases like “No
food for lazy man” reflect this. Education is seen as a path to success.
3. Honesty and Integrity: Although corruption is a problem, there is
still strong societal admiration for honest people. Religious and

cultural teachings emphasize telling the truth and fairness.

4. Hospitality: Visitors are often warmly welcomed and treated with
generosity, even in poor households. Offering food and drink is
common when hosting guests.

5. Religious Faith: Religion is central to Nigerian identity—whether
Islam, Christianity, or Traditional Religion. Religious values influence
behavior, dress, marriage, and more.

6. Loyalty to Family and Community: Nigerians place a high value on
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family ties and community belonging. Decisions are often made

considering the impact on the family.
PATTERNS OF CITIZENSHIP ACQUISITION

Citizenship refers to the legal status of being a member of a country and
enjoying the rights, duties, and privileges that come with it. In Nigeria,
citizenship is governed by the 1999 Constitution (as amended), and there

are three main ways to acquire it:
A. Citizenship by Birth

A person becomes a Nigerian citizen automatically at birth if They are born
in Nigeria and at least one parent or grandparent is a Nigerian citizen. They
are born outside Nigeria but one or both parents are Nigerian citizens.
Example Tolu, born in Lagos to Yoruba parents, is a citizen by birth. Fatima,
born in the UK to Nigerian parents from Kano, is also a Nigerian citizen by
birth.

B. Citizenship by Registration

This applies to people who are not citizens by birth but have strong ties to
Nigeria. Mostly for Women married to Nigerian men People of African
descent who want to become Nigerian citizens. Conditions are Must apply
to the Nigerian government and Must take an oath of allegiance Example
Linda, a Ghanaian woman, marries a Nigerian man and applies for Nigerian
citizenship through registration. James, an African-American who traces his

roots to Nigeria and wants to live in Nigeria permanently, can also apply.
C. Citizenship by Naturalization

This is for a foreigner who has lived in Nigeria for a long time and wants to
become a citizen. Conditions are Must live in Nigeria for at least 15 years
(or 10 years under special conditions), Must be of good character, must
contribute to Nigeria (economically, socially, etc.) and Must take an oath of
allegiance Example Mr. Lee, a Chinese businessman who has lived and
invested in Nigeria for 16 years, can apply to become a Nigerian citizen by

naturalization.
CITIZENSHIP AND CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES

These are the duties and obligations that a citizen is expected to perform to
help the country function effectively. Being a citizen comes with rights

(entitlements) and responsibilities (duties).
A. Rights of a Nigerian Citizen (from Chapter IV of the Constitution)

Right Explanation
Right to life No one should be unlawfully killed
Right to freedom of Citizens can express their opinions

speech freely
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Right to fair hearing Everyone is entitled to justice in court
Right to freedom of Citizens can practice any religion of
religion their choice

Right to vote and be Citizens (18+) can participate in
voted for elections

Citizens have a right to basic

Right to education

education

Example Amaka, a student, criticizes government policies on social media.

She is exercising her freedom of speech. Ahmed, 19, registers to vote in a

general election. This is his political right.
B. Civic Responsibilities of a Nigerian Citizen

Responsibility Explanation

Obeying the law Follow rules set by the government
Citizens must pay income tax, VAT, etc., to support

Paying taxes

government services

Voting in elections Participate in choosing leaders

Join the army or support defense in times of national
Defending Nigeria

threat

Reporting crimes Inform the police about any illegal activity
Respecting national

Such as the national flag, anthem, and coat of arms
symbols

Promoting peace and Avoid tribalism, religious conflict, and support

unity national integration

Examples Chinedu pays his business tax to the government — fulfilling his
civic duty. Halima votes during the gubernatorial election in Kano —
performing her responsibility as a citizen. Olu refuses to give or accept
bribes — obeying the law and promoting honesty.

WHAT ARE INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES?

Indigenous languages are the native languages spoken by the original

people of a specific region or community. These languages are passed down

from generation to generation and are often tied to ethnic identity,
culture, and tradition. In Nigeria, there are over 500 indigenous
languages, making it one of the most linguistically diverse countries in the

world.
Examples of Indigenous Nigerian Languages

Langua Ethnic
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Region/State

ge Group

South West (Lagos, Oyo, Osun,
Yoruba Yoruba

Ondo, Ekiti)

North (Kano, Kaduna, Sokoto,
Hausa Hausa

Katsina)

South East (Anambra, Imo, Abia,
Igbo Igbo

Enugu)

Efik Efik Cross River

Tiv Tiv Benue State

Ibibio Ibibio Akwa Ibom

Kanuri Kanuri Borno State

Nupe Nupe Niger and Kwara States

ljaw ljaw Bayelsa, Rivers, Delta

Usage of Indigenous Languages

Indigenous languages are used in various aspects of Nigerian life, such as
A. Family and Community Life

Most Nigerian children first learn to speak their mother tongue at home.
Families use indigenous languages to tell stories, teach morals, and pass on
traditions. Example In a Yoruba household in Ibadan, the children may

speak Yoruba at home even though they are taught in English at school.
B. Education

The National Policy on Education encourages the use of indigenous
languages in early childhood and primary education (especially in the first 3
years). Some schools teach pupils in their mother tongue to help them
understand better. Example: In rural Enugu, some public primary schools

teach in Igbo in lower classes before switching to English.
C. Media and Entertainment

Many radio and TV stations broadcast in local languages. Indigenous
languages are used in music, movies, comedy, and cultural festivals.
Examples Wazobia FM broadcasts in Pidgin, which many Nigerians relate
to. Africa Magic Yoruba and Africa Magic Hausa air movies and series in

those languages.
D. Religion and Worship

Indigenous languages are commonly used in churches, mosques, and

traditional religious ceremonies. Example A Sunday service in an Anglican
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church in Anambra may be conducted in Igbo to engage the local

congregation.
E. Government and Public Engagement

Some state governments use local languages to address their citizens,
especially in public announcements. Example During the COVID-19
pandemic, announcements in Kano were made in Hausa to ensure people

understood safety instructions.
DEVELOPMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN NIGERIA

Despite the rich linguistic heritage, many indigenous languages face
decline due to factors like urbanization, globalization, and preference for

English. To preserve and develop them, several efforts are being made:
A. Language Education and Curriculum Development

The Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC)
includes major indigenous languages in the school curriculum. WAEC and
NECO offer exams in Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba. Example: A student in

Lagos can choose to write Yoruba Language in WAEC.
B. Translation and Publishing

Books, newspapers, and religious texts are translated into indigenous
languages. Example: The Bible and Qur’an have been translated into several

Nigerian languages including Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo.
C. Media and Technology

Radio and TV promote indigenous languages. Local language keyboards,
mobile apps, and websites are now being developed. Example The Google

Translate app supports major Nigerian languages like Yoruba and Igbo.
D. Cultural Festivals and Language Days

States organize cultural days to promote language, music, dance, and dress.
Example: Igbo Day, Yoruba Day, and Hausa Cultural Day are observed to

celebrate indigenous culture and language.
E. Research and Documentation

Universities and linguists’ study and document Nigerian languages to
preserve them for future generations. Example the Centre for Igbo Studies
at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, promotes research on the Igbo
language.

Challenges Facing Indigenous Languages

Challenge Effect

Parents may not teach children local

Preference for English

languages
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Children grow up in cities where English or

Urbanization and migration

Pidgin is more common

Lack of government

Policies exist but are not always implemented

enforcement

Insufficient materials and Few books and learning tools in indigenous
resources languages

Negative attitude towards

Seen as “local” or less modern

local languages
Solutions to Promote Indigenous Languages

i. Encourage parents to speak mother tongues at home.

ii. Provide teacher training and materials in local languages.
iii. Enforce use of indigenous languages in early education.
iv. Invest in local content production (TV, books, apps).

v. Celebrate language and cultural diversity in schools and media.
NEGATIVE ATTITUDES AND CONDUCTS

Negative attitudes and conducts refer to unacceptable behaviors or actions
that go against societal values, laws, and moral expectations. These
behaviors are harmful to individuals, communities, and the nation as a
whole. They often lead to Loss of lives, Social instability, Poor image of the

country and Hindrance to national development
Cultism

Cultism is the practice of belonging to a secret group or society, often with
violent rituals, illegal activities, and strict loyalty to the group. The Effects
are School violence, Drop in academic performance, Death or injury and
Increased insecurity. It is Characteristic by Secret meetings, Use of
dangerous weapons, Blood oaths and initiation rituals and Rivalry between
cult groups leading to violence. Examples In many Nigerian universities
(e.g., UNIBEN, LASU, UNIPORT), clashes between cult groups like Black
Axe, Buccaneers, and Eiye have resulted in the deaths of students. Cult
groups have extended their operations beyond campuses to towns and

villages, causing insecurity.
Kidnapping

Kidnapping is the unlawful act of seizing, abducting, or carrying away a
person against their will. It is a serious criminal offense and has become

one of the major security threats in Nigeria.

Types of Kidnapping in Nigeria
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Kidnapping is the illegal act of taking someone by force, often to demand
ransom money or for political/religious reasons. There are different types of

kidnapping, based on the motive or persons involved.
i. Kidnapping for Ransom

This is the most common type of kidnapping in Nigeria. It involves
abducting someone and demanding money from the victim’s family or
associates before releasing them. It is Characteristics by Victims who are
chosen based on perceived wealth or influence. Ransom demands can range
from a few thousand to millions of naira. Kidnappers use mobile phones or
messengers to negotiate. The Effects are Emotional trauma for victims and
families, Financial loss, Reduced investment and tourism and Fear and
insecurity Examples In Kaduna State (2021), over 140 students from Bethel
Baptist High School were kidnapped by bandits who demanded millions in
ransom. In the South-East, especially Anambra and Imo States, wealthy
individuals, business owners, and politicians have been targets. In Ondo and
Edo States, commercial drivers and their passengers have been kidnapped

on highways and released after paying ransom.
ii. Kidnapping by Terrorists (e.g., Boko Haram/ISWAP)

This type of kidnapping is carried out by terrorist groups, usually for
political, religious, or ideological purposes. It may also involve using
kidnapped victims as leverage or forced recruits. It is Characteristic by
Victims are often school children, government workers, or villagers in the

North-East. Sometimes used for propaganda or bargaining with the

government. Often linked with violent attacks, displacement, and
destruction. The Effects are Mass fear in Northern Nigeria, Closure of
schools, especially for girls, strengthening of terrorist networks and
Increased displacement and refugee crisis Examples Chibok Girls (2014):
Boko Haram kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in Borno State. Some were forced
into marriages or became suicide bombers. Dapchi Girls (2018): 110 girls
were abducted by Boko Haram from a school in Yobe State; most were
released except Leah Sharibu, who refused to renounce Christianity. ISWAP
(Islamic State West Africa Province) has kidnapped aid workers, soldiers,

and villagers for both ideological and financial purposes.
iii. Political or Ritual-Related Kidnapping
A. Political Kidnapping

This involves abducting a politician, activist, or opponent to intimidate,
silence, or gain political advantage. Examples During election seasons,
political opponents or their family members are sometimes kidnapped to
cause fear or prevent them from campaigning. In Bayelsa State (2019), a

politician’s relative was kidnapped a few days before elections.
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B. Ritual-Related Kidnapping

This is when victims (especially children, women, or albinos) are abducted
for ritual purposes, such as money-making charms, political power, or
spiritual protection. It is Characteristics Victims are often killed and body
parts used for rituals. Common in both rural and urban areas. Often linked
to traditional beliefs in "money rituals". The Effects are Increased fear and
distrust in communities. Loss of innocent lives. Damage to Nigeria’s image.
Promotion of superstition and criminal activity Examples In Ogun State,
several cases of children disappearing have been linked to ritual killings. In
Anambra, a man was arrested for killing a woman and removing her organs
for ritual purposes. Some kidnappers claim they were told by native

doctors that killing someone would make them rich or powerful.
Corruption

Corruption is the dishonest or fraudulent use of power for personal gain,
often involving bribery, embezzlement, and nepotism. The Effects are Poor
infrastructure, Poverty and unemployment, Lack of trust in government and
Underdevelopment Examples Political leaders diverting public funds meant
for roads, schools, and hospitals. Some police officers collecting bribes at

checkpoints. Ghost workers on government payrolls, inflating wage bills.
Drug Abuse

Drug abuse is the excessive or improper use of drugs without medical
supervision, especially to feel high or escape problems. The Effects are
Mental illness, School drop-out, Criminal behavior and Family breakdown
Common Drugs Abused in Nigeria Tramadol, Codeine syrup, Cannabis
(Indian hemp), Methamphetamine ("Ice") and Rohypnol Examples In
Northern Nigeria, many young people abuse codeine syrup, leading to
addiction. NDLEA has arrested drug traffickers across airports like MMIA
Lagos and Abuja.

Cybercrime (Yahoo Yahoo)

Cybercrime involves using the internet to commit fraud, identity theft, or
scams. Effects Poor international image, Arrest of Nigerians abroad, Youth
involvement in crime and Social pressure for quick wealth Examples "Yahoo
Boys" send fake emails or use social media to deceive foreigners and
Nigerians. Some now engage in Yahoo Plus — a combination of fraud and

ritual killings to make money.
Examination Malpractice

This is any illegal act by a student, teacher, or examiner to cheat during
examinations. The Effects are Poor quality graduates, Loss of value in
certificates and Lack of academic integrity Examples Students paying

money to get exam answers. Teachers helping students in NECO or WAEC.

by Renance 93
renance.app * Download Renance on Google Play



GST 112 | FUPRE Renanced

"Miracle centres" that allow mass cheating.
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Paper 10 of 11 — GST 112 Colonial Rule Lecture Note

Level 100 ¢ Second Semester « Handout

PRE-COLONIAL NIGERIA,

Pre-colonial Nigeria was not a country but it is made up of different ethnic
groups, kingdoms, empires, and regions, each with its own Government,
Culture, Language and Laws but interacted through trade, war, and
diplomacy. Pre-colonial Nigeria includes empires like the Sokoto Caliphate,
Benin Kingdom, and Yoruba states, alongside Igbo village democracies and
Islamic Hausa city-states. Each had its own government, religion, and
economy, making the region highly sophisticated before British
colonization. Pre-colonial Nigeria was politically diverse. Some groups had
strong kings and armies, others practiced democracy through councils,
while some shared power between chiefs and priests. A few lived in small
family-based communities with no formal rulers.

Major Pre-Colonial Kingdoms and Empires

1. The Sokoto Caliphate (Northern Nigeria) Founded in 1804 by Usman
dan Fodio, a Fulani Islamic reformer. He was a theocratic Islamic

empire. Sokoto Caliphate was the largest in West Africa at its time,
spanned most of northern Nigeria and parts of Niger and Cameroon,

and is governed through a centralized system of leadership called

emirs and Islamic law (Sharia).

2. The Kanem-Bornu Empire Dates back to around the 9th century in the
northeast, operate centralized system of Government led by the

Sayfawa dynasty for over 1,000 years and was a hub of Islamic
scholarship, trans-Saharan trade, and governance.

3. The Hausa City-States Located in present-day northern Nigeria (e.g.,
Kano, Katsina, Zaria). Independent but related states engaged in
commerce, craftwork, and Islamic learning and controlled trade

routes and had elaborate monarchies.

4. The Yoruba Kingdoms (Western Nigeria) practiced a monarchical
system with Obas (kings) and councils. Have Notable kingdoms which
include: Oyo Empire is famous for its strong cavalry and centralized
administration and Ife is regarded as the spiritual heartland of the
Yoruba, known for bronze art and early city-states.

5. The Benin Kingdom (Midwest Nigeria) Flourished from the 11th to

19th century.

Known for advanced city planning, bronze artwork, and diplomatic
relations with Europe (e.g., Portuguese in the 15th century). Benin
Kingdom Ruled by the Oba of Benin.

6. The Igbo Societies (Southeast Nigeria) mostly decentralized, without

kings. Organized through village councils, age grades, and title
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societies (e.g., Ozo title). They are known for the Aro Confederacy,

1| Page

which controlled trade and religious influence through the Ibini

Ukpabi oracle.

Economic and Trade Systems

Different ethnic groups was deeply involved in agricultural produce such as
yam, millet, maize, groundnuts, palm produce, cotton, hunting and fisheries
some involved in craftwork like blacksmithing, pottery, weaving,
leatherwork. Trade was important, both locally and over long distances.
Cowries, manilas, and barter were used as means of exchange. Trans-
Saharan trade linked Northern pre-colonial Nigeria to North Africa. Goods
traded included salt, textiles, horses, gold, kola nuts, and slaves. Kingdoms
and empires provided security for traders along major trade routes. Coastal

trade involved Europeans who came for palm oil, ivory, and slaves

Education

Pre-colonial Nigeria education is giving a child education outside school
setting and is mostly informal and practical. Children learned from parents,
elders, or through apprenticeships. Skills, customs, moral values, and
history were taught orally. Except in Northern Nigeria where Islamic
education was common, with Quranic schools teaching reading, writing in

Arabic, and Islamic studies.

Religion and Culture

Islam: Spread mainly through northern Nigeria via trade and scholars.
Traditional African religions: Practiced widely across all regions, Belief in a
supreme God, Worship of deities, spirits, and ancestor’s and Rituals.
Sacrifices, and festivals were common.

Christianity began to spread in some coastal areas through European
missionaries towards the end of the pre-colonial period. Culture in pre-
colonial Nigeria was rich and diverse, shaped by language, dress, food,
festivals, arts, social systems and religion. Each ethnic group had unique

tradition but share common African culture

Politics

Politics Varied from one ethnic group to another.

0 Centralized System Is A political system with a central authority (king,
sultan, or emperor) who rules over a unified state with laws, taxation,
and military.

Practiced by: Sokoto Caliphate (Usman dan Fodio) - Islamic

theocracy with centralized emirates, Oyo Empire - Central

government led by the Alaafin and Oyo Mesi, Benin Kingdom - Ruled by
2 | Page
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the Oba with administrative structure,Kanem-Bornu Empire - Ruled by
the Mai with a large bureaucracy , Igala and Nupe Kingdoms - Had kings
and organized government

These societies had kings, armies, taxes, written laws, and structured
governance.

0 Acephalous System (“A-" = without, “Cephalous” = head)

A stateless or leaderless political system; governance is done through
councils, elders, age grades, not monarchs.

Practiced by: Igbo societies (Eastern Nigeria), Tiv and Idoma (Middle
Belt), Some Gwari (Gbagyi) and Berom communities. No kings;
decisions made collectively by elders, age grades, and titleholders.
Leadership was shared and rotational.

0 Polycephalous System (“Poly” = many, “Cephalous” = heads) A
system with multiple authorities or power centers; kings, councils,
religious leaders, and elders share power.

Practiced by: Yoruba states (e.q., Ife, ljebu, Ekiti) - Obas ruled with
councils and powerful guilds,Benin Kingdom - The Oba ruled but chiefs
and palace guilds also held influence

Aro Confederacy - Religious and economic powers shared between
Aro priests and local elders These societies had both kings and strong
councils; power was not absolute in one person.

[0 Small Band System had to do with Small, kin-based groups often led
by a chief, elder, or family head; used mostly in nomadic or hunter-
gatherer societies.

Practiced by: Some minor ethnic groups in remote parts of: Taraba,
Plateau, Bauchi, Cross River, etc. Possibly by earlier ancestral Nigerian
groups (e.qg., pre-Nok)

These groups were small, mobile, and lived in clans or extended

families with no formal government.

Summary
Political System Practiced By
Centralized Sokoto, Oyo, Benin, Kanem-Bornu, Igala,

Nupe

Acephalous Igbo, Tiv, Idoma, Gwari, Berom
Polycephalous Yoruba kingdoms, Benin, Aro

Confederacy

Small Band Smaller ethnic groups in remote
3 | Page

System forest/hill areas
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Law was based on customs, traditions, and taboos. Disputes were settled by
elders, chiefs, priests, or kings. Punishments could be: Fines, Restitution,
Exile and Corporal punishment

In the north, Islamic (Sharia) law was applied where Islam was strong.
NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

The colonial history of Nigeria is a critical part of her national evolution.
The advent and administration of British colonial rule brought significant
changes to the country’s political, economic, and social systems. While it
unified diverse territories into a single nation, it also sowed the seeds of
future conflicts and underdevelopment. Understanding Nigeria's colonial
past is essential for addressing its present challenges and shaping its

future.
Advent of Colonial Rule in Nigeria

0 European Contact

European contact began in the 15th century with the Portuguese who came
in through the coastal trade, with a major focus on the trans-Atlantic slave
trade. However, the British penetrate about 18 th century and become the
most influential in 19th century, then abolish slavery and shift towards

legitimate commerce such as palm oil, ivory, and other natural resources.

[ British Expansion and Military Intervention

By the mid-19th century, Britain began to establish more formal control. In
1861, Lagos was annexed and declared a crown colony. The place where the
British crown govern Nigeria through government department in London is
call colonial office. By the late 19th century, British established companies
such as the Royal Niger Company used a combination of trade, diplomacy,
and military force to dominate the interior regions. The Berlin Conference

of 1884-1885 gave European powers legal authority to colonize Africa, and

Britain claimed Nigeria as part of its sphere of influence.

[] Formation of Protectorates

4 | Page

In 1900, the British government formally took over territories controlled by
the Royal Niger Company, establishing: The Northern Protectorate, The

Southern Protectorate and The Colony of Lagos These areas were

initially administered separately until their eventual amalgamation.
Colonial Administration of Nigeria

0 The Amalgamation of 1914
In 1914, under Governor-General Lord Frederick Lugard, the British
amalgamated the Northern and Southern Protectorates and the Colony of

Lagos into one political entity called Nigeria. This move was motivated
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largely by administrative convenience and economic efficiency. However, it
ignored the significant ethnic, cultural, and religious differences among the

regions.
0 The Indirect Rule System

Lugard introduced and implemented the indirect rule system, is a colonial
administrative strategy that ruled through existing traditional rulers like
emirs, obas, and chiefs. These local leaders maintained laws, collected
taxes, and administered justice, but were under the supervision of British
colonial officials. Indirect rule was cost-effective but worked better in areas
with centralized kingdoms, like the North, Moderately effective in the west,
where Yoruba kings (Obas) had defined authority. Problematic in the east,
where the Igbo lacked centralized leadership, resulting in the imposition of
warrant chiefs, often leading to resistance. Resistance to colonial rule
means efforts by Nigerians to oppose, protest, or fight against British

control and policies during the colonial period (late 19th century to 1960).

[0 Structure of Colonial Government

The British administered Nigeria through a hierarchical colonial system.
The Governor-General was the highest authority, reporting to the British
Crown. Nigeria was divided into Regions, each led by a regional governor.
Regions were divided into Provinces, headed by Residents or
Commissioners. Provinces were subdivided into Districts, managed by
District Officers. At the local level, Native Authorities (chiefs, emirs, obas)

governed under Indirect Rule.
5 | Page
Legislative and Executive Councils existed, but the British held most

power.The system allowed Britain to control Nigeria cheaply but caused

regional differences and sometimes ignored local cultures.

0 Colonial Economy and Infrastructure

The colonial economy refers to the economic system established by the
British in Nigeria between 1861 and 1960, designed primarily to benefit
Britain rather than Nigerians. It focused

1. Export-Oriented Economy Focused on producing raw materials for export
to Britain: Palm oil and palm kernels, Cocoa, Groundnuts (peanuts), Cotton,
Rubber, Tin and coal, British industries used these materials to produce
goods sold back to colonies.

Goal: Is to Make Nigeria a supplier of raw materials and a market for
British goods.

2.Cash Crop Production Farmers encouraged (sometimes forced) to grow
cash crops instead of food crops. Led to: Shift from subsistence farming to

cash crop farming. Food shortages in some regions because fewer food
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crops were grown. Cocoa in Western Nigeria (Yoruba land) became a major
export crop.

3. Exploitation of Mineral Resources - British companies mined Tin (Jos
Plateau), Coal (Enugu), Gold and limestone (in smaller quantities) Minerals
exported to Britain for manufacturing. Example: Coal from Enugu powered
ships and railways.

4. Development of Transport Infrastructure

Railways and roads built mainly to extract resources. Rail lines connected:
Mining areas to ports (e.g., Lagos, Port Harcourt) Agricultural regions to
ports Transport system designed to move goods, not necessarily for local
development. Example: Lagos to Kano railway facilitated groundnut
exports from the North.

5. Introduction of a Monetary Economy- British introduced: British currency
(pounds, shillings, pence). Cash payments instead of barter. Taxes collected
in cash (e.g. hut tax, a tax imposed by colonial governments on each hut or
household in a village. The word “hut” referred to a dwelling place, so the
tax was basically a payment for each house people lived in.,), forcing
Nigerians into wage labor or cash crop farming. Monetary Economy is an
economic system where people buy and sell goods and services using
money rather than exchanging goods directly (barter). Effects of Money
Economy could Positive Effects which are Connected Nigeria to world trade,
Helped some Nigerians get rich through trade and Encouraged savings and
banking. Or Negative Effects which includes Replaced traditional systems,
6 | Page

causing confusion at first, Created economic inequality, Forced people into
cash economy even if they preferred subsistence farming and Led to cash
crop farming, causing food shortages in some areas.

6. Foreign Trade Dominated by Britain -Nigeria was supplier of raw
materials. A market for British manufactured goods (textiles, machinery,
household items). Trade policies discouraged Nigerian industries from
competing with British goods. Example: Cheap British textiles undermined
local cloth production.

7. Taxation and Forced Labour -Colonial government imposed taxes: Hut tax
and Poll tax(a tax charged on every adult person (usually men), regardless
of income or property, the word “poll” means head so it's a tax per head.),
sometimes enforced with forced labor: by Building roads, Railways and do
Public works

8. No Industrialization

Colonial policies discouraged local manufacturing to avoid competition with
British industries. Nigeria exported raw materials and imported finished

goods. Result in Economic dependence on Britain.
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9. Regional Economic Differences Economic activities varied across regions:
North: Groundnuts, cotton, West: Cocoa East: Palm produce Middle Belt:
Tin mining these Led to economic imbalance between regions.

0 Effects of the Colonial Economy

Positive Effects was Development of ports, railways and roads, Introduction
of cash economy and Exposure to global trade.

Negative Effects was Economic exploitation, Focus on raw materials, no
industries, Food shortages due to cash crop farming, Regional inequalities,
Economic dependence on Britain and Environmental degradation from
mining and cash crop farming.

[ Education and Religion

During colonial rule, missionaries introduced Western education in
Southern Nigeria, while the North remained largely Islamic with limited
Western schooling. Education focused on literacy and Christian teachings,
creating an educated elite. At first, the British government left education to
missionaries. Later Colonial government began funding schools. Introduced
Education Ordinances 1882 to regulate education in Lagos. 1926 Education
Code to improve standards. An Education Ordinance was a colonial law or
regulation made by the British government to control, organize, and
supervise schools in the colonies.Think of it as “rules for how schools should
run.” Christianity spread in the South, while the north remained largely
Muslim, with less access to Western education due to British support for
Islamic institutions and reluctance to disrupt traditional systems.

7 | Page

] Effects and Legacy of Colonial Rule

Colonial rule left a mixed legacy in Nigeria: It introduced modern systems
of administration and education. It unified diverse peoples under a single
political framework but without resolving deep ethnic, regional, and
religious differences. Economic structures remained underdeveloped and
export-oriented. Political consciousness grew, laying the groundwork for

nationalist movements and Nigeria’s eventual independence in 1960.
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