
Kilian Reber, Suva
Fixed Income Portfolio Manager

3 April 2019



“It’s easy to lie with charts, but it’s hard to tell the 
truth without them” – C. Wheelan

Source: FRED, chartbookR, as of 30 March 2019



Plenty of (expensive) solutions out there

Source: Company websites, as of 30 March 2019



… and then there’s R!

Source: Company websites, as of 30 March 2019



Complex charts require lots of code
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Source: US Treasury, Congressional Budget Office, Bloomberg, chartbookR, as of 15 March 2019



R data wrangling & plotting for one chart

Source: Own code, as of 30 March 2019



The idea of chartbookR

To go from this… … to this!



chartbookR principles

• Allow serial production of charts

• Modular set-up for all functions

• Automate data wrangling

• Minimize required user input

• Set useful defaults

• Correct wrong user inputs

• Retain customization flexibility



chartbookR functions & features
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- Changes
- Moving Avg. / Sums
- Rebasing
- Z-Scores
- Lead/Lag

- Interactive Charts
- Recession Shading
- Area/Line Shading
- Secondary Axis
- Dynamic Data Labels

HiChart

LineChart

BarChart

- Bloomberg data
- FRED (St. L. Fed) data



chartbookR on github & netlify (tutorial)

https://github.com/kilianreber

https://kilianreber.netlify.com/

https://github.com/kilianreber
https://kilianreber.netlify.com/

