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What’s happening at Baltic Security 
Foundation 

This article originally appeared in Latvia 

Weekly on July 11, 2019 

7KLV�ZHHN�WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�)RXQGDWLRQ��%6)��ZDV�RIIL�
FLDOO\� HVWDEOLVKHG� E\�0U��2OHYV�1LNHUV�� 3UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH�
%6)�DQG�0U��2WWR�7DEXQV��'LUHFWRU��7KH�JRDO�RI�WKH�%6)�
LV�WR�SURPRWH�DQG�IRVWHU�%DOWLF�UHJLRQDO�GHIHQVH�DQG�VHFX�
ULW\�  
 
7KLUW\�\HDUV�DJR��RQ�$XJXVW�����������WZR�PLOOLRQ�(VWR�
QLDQV��/DWYLDQV�DQG�/LWKXDQLDQV�MRLQHG�KDQGV�LQ�WKH�%DO�
WLF�:D\�KXPDQ�FKDLQ��7KHLU�FRPPRQ�GHOLEHUDWLRQ�SDYHG�
WKH� ZD\� WR� UHJDLQLQJ� %DOWLF� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� 7RGD\�� WKH�
WKUHH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�VWDQG�VWURQJ�  
 
+RZHYHU��PDQ\�ILQG�WKDW�VR�PXFK�PRUH�FRXOG�EH�GRQH�E\�
VSHDNLQJ� LQ� RQH�� VWURQJHU� YRLFH�� 7KLV� LV� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH�
FDVH�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�VHFXULW\�DQG�WKH�WKUHH�%DOWLF�H[SHUW�FRP�
PXQLWLHV��7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�
6HFXULW\� 6WUDWHJ\� 3URMHFW�� ZKLFK� ZDV� OHG� E\�0U�� 2OHYV�
1LNHUV� DQG� 0U�� 2WWR� 7DEXQV� �)HEUXDU\� ����� –� 0DUFK�
������–� WKH� ODUJHVW� LQGHSHQGHQW�%DOWLF� VHFXULW\�FRRSHUD�
WLRQ�SURMHFWV�LQYROYLQJ�UHJLRQDO�VWDNHKROGHUV�IURP�DFURVV�
WKH� ERDUG�� &RPPRQ� VHFXULW\� LV� SUHGLFDWHG� RQ� FRPPRQ�
H[SHUWLVH�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�VWUDWHJLF�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�D�V\VWHPDWLF�
DSSURDFK�  
 
&XUUHQW�DQDO\WLF�VWUXFWXUHV�LQ�HDFK�%DOWLF�VWDWH�DUH�OLPLWHG�
E\�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�IXQGLQJ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�V\VWHPDWLF�
PHGLXP�DQG�ORQJ-WHUP�UHJLRQDO�VWUDWHJLF�DQDO\VLV��UHSUH�
VHQWLQJ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�RQH�YRLFH��,QWUDUHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
RI� VFKRODUV� DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�RQ� WKH�PDWWHUV�RI� WKHLU� UH�
JLRQ� LV� LQFLGHQWDO��(�J�� WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�6WUDWHJ\�3UR�
MHFW�ZDV�XQLTXH�LQ�LWV�QDWXUH��JDWKHULQJ�VHFXULW\�H[SHUWV�–�
VFKRODUV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�IURP�WKH�%DOWLF�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
LQ�D�VLQJOH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�HQGHDYRU��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�ODFN�RI�D�
VLQJOH� SRRO� RI� H[SHUWLVH�� JDWKHULQJ� WKH� FRQWDFW� LQIRU�
PDWLRQ�DQG� WKH�PDWHULDO�RI�ZRUN�RI� WKH�PRVW�QRWDEOH�UH�
JLRQDO� ILHOG�H[SHUWV��$Q�XPEUHOOD�RUJDQL]DWLRQ� LV�QHHGHG�
WR�GR�MXVW�WKDW��WKHUHIRUH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�WKLQN�WDQNV�DQG�
RWKHU�UHVHDUFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�%DOWLF�FRXQWULHV�  
 
7KH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�%6)�DUH�WR�  
 
���5DLVH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�%DOWLF�GHIHQVH�DQG�VHFXULW\�PDWWHUV�
DPRQJ�DOOLHG�DQG�UHJLRQDO�SDUWQHUV�  
 
���2UJDQL]H�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�%DOWLF�VHFXULW\�H[SHUW�FRRSHUD�
WLRQ� WKURXJK�GHVLJQDWHG� LQVWUXPHQWV�RI� ILQDQFLDO�DQG�DG�
PLQLVWUDWLYH�VXSSRUW�  
 
��� 3URYLGH� DQG� IDFLOLWDWH� %DOWLF� VHFXULW\� SROLF\� DQDO\VLV�
DQG�DGYLFH�IRU�%DOWLF�DQG�$OOLHG�VWDNHKROGHUV�  
 

��� )RVWHU� %DOWLF� VHFXULW\� DQG� GHIHQVH� V\QFKURQL]DWLRQ�
WKURXJK� GLVFXVVLRQ� DQG� OHJLVODWLRQ�� ��� VWUHQJWKHQ� ORFDO�
%DOWLF�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�UDLVH�QDWLRQDO�WKLQN�WDQN�FDSDFLW\�  
 
7KH�%6)�ZRUNV�DV�D�FOXVWHU�RI�%DOWLF�GHIHQVH�DQG�VHFXULW\�
H[SHUWV��SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�WKLQN� WDQNV��RUJDQL]LQJ�DFWLYL�
WLHV�WKDW�LQYROYH�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�%DOWLF�VWDWHV��DQG�DV�DQ�LQ�
VWUXPHQW�IRU�DWWUDFWLRQ�RI�ILQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�
DQG� IDFLOLWDWH� DFWLYLWLHV� ZKLFK� VXSSRUW� 2EMHFWLYHV� RI� WKH�
%6)�  
 
7KH�SULPDU\� IRFXV�RI� WKH�%6)�DFWLYLW\� LV� WKH�%DOWLF�6HD�
UHJLRQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH�(XUR�$WODQWLF� IUDPHZRUN�� ,W� LV� D� QRQ-
SURILW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�RSHUDWHV�RQ�WKH�FRQFOXGLQJ�FR�
RSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�%DOWLF�WKLQN�WDQNV�DQG�LQGLYLG�
XDO�H[SHUWV��3DUWQHUVKLS�LV�RSHQ�IRU�DOO�JRYHUQPHQWDO�DQG�
SULYDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQGLYLGXDO�H[SHUWV�WKDW�VXS�
SRUW�WKH�JRDO�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�%6)�  
 
$Q\RQH�ZKR� VKDUHV� WKH� JRDOV� DQG�REMHFWLYHV�RI� WKH�
%6)�—� LQGLYLGXDO�H[SHUWV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�EH\RQG�—�LV�ZHOFRPH�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�
%6)�  
 
%6)�PHPEHUVKLS�ZLOO�JUDQW�DFFHVV�WR�RXU�QHWZRUN�RI�
%DOWLF� GHIHQVH� DQG� 6HFXULW\� H[SHUWV� DQG� 2UJDQL]D�
WLRQV�DQG�SULRULW\�WR�EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�RXU�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�
3URMHFWV� DV� DJUHHG� DQG� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�0HPEHUV� DQG�
2UJDQL]DWLRQV� DUH� HOLJLEOH� WR� DSSO\� IRU� DQ\� VXSSRUW�
IURP� %6)� DYDLODEOH� -� WR� LPSOHPHQW� DFWLYLWLHV�
3URMHFWV�HWF���ZKLFK�VXSSRUWV�*RDO�DQG�2EMHFWLYH�RI�
WKH�%6)� RU� ���� SURYLGH�PRUDO� VXSSRUW� WR� %6)�PLV�
VLRQ�� ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� QHFHVVDU\� IRU� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� RI�
RXU� XQLW\� DQG� FRKHUHQFH� DQG� ZLOO� KHOS� WR� VXFFHHG�
*RDO�DQG�2EMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�%6)�  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3KRWR��%6)�3UHVLGHQW�2OHYV�1LNHUV� VSHDNV� WR�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�
/DWYLDQ-$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�+RXVWRQ��7;��-XO\����� 
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Is Baltic Security Important for the 
U.S., NATO, and Europe? Absolutely! 

%\�0DWWKHZ�7KRPDV 
$XJXVW��������� 

 

7KH�WKUHH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�DUH�NH\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�1$72�
GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH��6LQFH�UHJDLQLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DIWHU�
WKH�LOOHJDO�6RYLHW�RFFXSDWLRQ��/DWYLD��/LWKXDQLD��DQG�
(VWRQLD�KDYH�DOO�EHFRPH�GHHSO\�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�:HVWHUQ�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��VXFK�DV�1$72�DQG�WKH�(8��7KHVH�VPDOO�
FRXQWULHV��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�SHULO�RI�UHRFFX�
SDWLRQ�E\�D�UHVXUJHQW�5XVVLD�DIWHU�WKH�DQQH[DWLRQ�RI�
&ULPHD��KDYH�EHHQ�H[WUHPHO\�YRFDO�LQ�VRXQGLQJ�WKH�
DODUP�WKDW�5XVVLD�UHPDLQV�D�VHFXULW\�WKUHDW��7KH\�XQ�
GHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�:HVW�PXVW�JHW�VHULRXV�DERXW�VHFXULW\�
OHVW�LWV�PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH�PHPEHUV�RQFH�PRUH�JHW�WUDP�
SOHG�� 

 7KLUW\�\HDUV�DJR�WKLV�PRQWK��WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�
VHQW�*RUEDFKHY�D�FOHDU�PHVVDJH�E\�IRUPLQJ�D�PDVVLYH��
��PLOOLRQ�PHPEHU�KXPDQ�FKDLQ�IURP�7DOOLQQ��(VWRQLD�
DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�9LOQLXV��/LWKXDQLD��7KLV�VKRZ�RI�UHVROYH��
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%DOWLF�:D\��GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�WKH�(VWRQL�
DQ��/DWYLDQ��DQG�/LWKXDQLDQ�SDWULRWV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VXS�
SUHVVHG�LQ�WKHLU�SXVK�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�&RP�
PXQLVW�W\UDQQ\��7KLV�ODUJH-VFDOH��SHDFHIXO�SRSXODU�SUR�
WHVW�ZDV�D�UHPDUNDEOH�HYHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�EURDGHU�PLUDFOH�
RI������LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��DQG�KDV�WRGD\�LQVSLUHG�WKH�
SHRSOH�RI�+RQJ�.RQJ�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�RZQ�³+RQJ�.RQJ�

:D\�´�%XW��DV�ZH�LQ�WKH�:HVW�FHOHEUDWH�WKH���WK�DQQL�
YHUVDU\�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�:D\��OHW�XV�QRW�IRUJHW�WKH���WK�DQ�
QLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�0RORWRY-5LEEHQWURS�3DFW�DQG�WKH�GDQ�
JHU�SRVHG�E\�DPELWLRXV�QHLJKERUV�� 

 7KH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV¶�JHRJUDSKLF�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�DQ�
XQIRUWXQDWH�RQH��7KH\�DUH�ODUJHO\�FXW�RII�E\�ODQG�IURP�
WKHLU�1$72�DOOLHV��WKHLU�WHUUDLQ�KDV�IHZ�QDWXUDO�EDUULHUV�
WR�DQ�LQYDGLQJ�IRUFH��DQG�WKH�5XVVLDQ�%DOWLF�6HD�)OHHW�
RSHUDWHV�WR�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV¶�QRUWK�DQG�VRXWK�LQ�6W��3H�
WHUVEXUJ�DQG�.DOLQLQJUDG��7KH�6XZDáNL�*DS��D�QDUURZ�
VWULS�RI�ODQG�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�/LWKXDQLD�DQG�3RODQG��
FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�RQO\�ODQG�ERUGHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�%DOWLF�
6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�1$72��7KLV�WLQ\�VWULS�ZLWK�WZR�
KLJKZD\V�OLHV�EHWZHHQ�%HODUXV�DQG�.DOLQLQJUDG��PHDQ�
LQJ�WKDW�5XVVLD�FRXOG�HDVLO\�VHDO�LW�RII��PDNLQJ�D�ORJLVWL�
FDO�QLJKWPDUH�IRU�1$72�WR�FRPH�WR�WKH�%DOWLFV¶�DLG��$W�
VHD��WKH�5XVVLDQ�1DY\�LV�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSUHVVLYH��
EXW�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�FDSDEOH�RI�KDUDVVLQJ�VKLSV�DQG�FRQ�
GXFWLQJ�JUH\�]RQH�RSHUDWLRQV�RQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�WKH�
SRUW�DQG�VXSSO\�FKDLQV�� 

3KRWR�&UHGLW��1$72��QDWR�LQW� 
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Is Baltic Security Important for the U.S., NATO, and Europe? Absolutely! (cont.) 

7KLV�XQIRUWXQDWH�JHRJUDSKLF�VLWXDWLRQ��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
5XVVLDQ�PLOLWDU\�EXLOGXS�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�0LOLWDU\�'LV�
WULFW�DQG�5XVVLD¶V�SURSHQVLW\�WR�PHGGOH�LQ�LWV�QHLJK�
ERUV¶�DIIDLUV��PDNHV�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�RI�YLWDO�LPSRUWDQFH�
WR�1$72��$V�WKLQJV�FXUUHQWO\�VWDQG��5XVVLD�SUHIHUV�WR�
VWD\�EHORZ�WKH�WKUHVKROG�RI�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZDU��NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�LWV�FRQYHQWLRQDO�IRUFHV�PD\�KDYH�D�VKRUW-WHUP�DG�
YDQWDJH��EXW�WKDW�LQ�WKH�ORQJ-UXQ��1$72�IRUFHV�DUH�
VXSHULRU��$V�VXFK��5XVVLD�VHHNV�WR�GHVWDELOL]H�WKH�SROLW�
LFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�WKURXJK�K\EULG�PHDQV��VXFK�DV�PLVLQIRU�
PDWLRQ�GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ��HFRQRPLF�FDSWXUH��WKH�XVH�RI�
SUR[\�JURXSV�DV�DQ�HOHPHQW�RI�³DNWLYQ\H�PHURSUL\DWL�
\D´��³DFWLYH�PHDVXUHV´��LQ�LQWHOOLJHQFH�RSHUDWLRQV��DQG�
F\EHU-DWWDFNV��%\�XWLOL]LQJ�K\EULG�ZDUIDUH�DJDLQVW�WKH�
VSHFWUXP�RI�D�VWDWH¶V�JRYHUQPHQWDO�DQG�VRFLHWDO�IXQF�
WLRQV��5XVVLD�HFRQRPL]HV�WKH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�DQG�LV�DEOH�
WR�FRQWLQXRXVO\�DGMXVW�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�FRQIOLFW��,W�LV�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�5XVVLD�YLHZV�LWVHOI�LQ�FRQ�
IOLFW�ZLWK�1$72��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�WZR�DUH�QRW�ORFNHG�
LQ�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZDU�� 

 $V�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�VWDQGV�QRZ��5XVVLD�LV�SURED�
EO\�XQOLNHO\�WR�FRQGXFW�FRQYHQWLRQDO�PLOLWDU\�RSHUD�
WLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV��,WV�HFRQRP\�FDQQRW�VXV�
WDLQ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ZDU��DQG�LW�LV�FXUUHQWO\�PLUHG�LQ�RWKHU�
WKHDWHUV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��5XVVLD�ZLOO�DEVROXWHO\�FRQWLQXH�
LWV�K\EULG�HIIRUWV�DJDLQVW�%DOWLF�VRFLHW\�DQG�JRYHUQ�
PHQW��DV�LW�VHHNV�WR�XQGHUPLQH�:HVWHUQ�LQIOXHQFH�DQG�
UHVWRUH�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�WR�LWV�VSKHUH�RI�LQIOXHQFH��,Q�
GHHG��5XVVLD�VXFFHVVIXOO\�DQQH[HG�&ULPHD�ZLWKRXW�
ILULQJ�D�VKRW�XVLQJ�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SDFNDJH�RI�K\EULG�
WDFWLFV��SHUKDSV�PRVW�IDPRXVO\�WKH�³OLWWOH�JUHHQ�PHQ´�
DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�LW�YLHZHG�:HVWHUQ�OHDGHUVKLS�DV�ZHDN�
DQG�IHFNOHVV��1$72�OHDGHUVKLS�PXVW�UHPDLQ�VWURQJ�
DQG�UHVROXWH�DJDLQVW�WKH�5XVVLDQ�WKUHDW��DQG�:HVWHUQ�
(XURSHDQ�OHDGHUV�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�
PRUDO�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�GHIHQG�WKHLU�RZQ�SHRSOH�DV�SDUW�
DQG�SDUFHO�RI�WKHLU�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�1$72��$�5XVVLDQ�
DWWDFN�RQ�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�ZLOO�LQHYLWDEO\�WHVW�$UWLFOH���
�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�³DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�RQH�LV�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�DOO´���
XSRQ�ZKLFK�1$72¶V�FUHGLELOLW\�KDQJV��/LNHZLVH��WKH�
%DOWLF�6WDWHV�PXVW�FRQWLQXH�WR�PDNH�VWULGHV�RQ�VRFLHWDO�
VHFXULW\��LQIUDVWUXFWXUDO�VHFXULW\��LQFOXGLQJ�HQHUJ\�VH�

FXULW\���ILQDQFLDO�VHFXULW\��F\EHU-VHFXULW\��DQG�GHIHQVH�
GHWHUUHQFH��7KH�ZRUN�EHLQJ�GRQH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LV�JRRG��
DQG�QHHGV�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�IUHHGRP�LQ�
WKH�%DOWLFV�� 

 )URP�WKH�³<HDU�RI�7HUURU´�LQ������WR�UH-
LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�������WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�VXIIHUHG�XQGHU�
W\UDQQ\��)RU�(VWRQLD��/DWYLD��DQG�/LWKXDQLD��QDWLRQDO�
VHFXULW\�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�VWDWH�VXUYLYDO��)UHHGRP�LV�YXO�
QHUDEOH��DQG�PXVW�EH�JXDUGHG�ZLWK�YLJLODQFH�DQG�HQ�
WKXVLDVP��5XVVLD�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��DOO�WRR�RIWHQ��
WKH�SROLWLFDO�GLVFRXUVH�LQ�WKH�8�6��DQG�(XURSH�UHFRJ�
QL]HV�WKH�WKUHDW�WKDW�5XVVLD�SRVHV��EXW�IDLOV�WR�XQGHU�
VWDQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�5XVVLDQ�WDFWLFV��/LNHZLVH��PDQ\�
SROLWLFDO�JURXSV�VHHN�WR�DVVRFLDWH�WKHLU�RSSRQHQWV�ZLWK�
5XVVLD��ZKLOH�LJQRULQJ�5XVVLDQ�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�
SDUWLHV��XQGHUPLQLQJ�IDLWK�LQ�GHPRFUDWLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
DQG�GRLQJ�WKH�5XVVLDQV¶�ZRUN�IRU�WKHP��)RU�1$72��
%DOWLF�VHFXULW\�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�FUHGLELOLW\��,I�WKH�%DOWLF�
6WDWHV�IDOO�DQG�1$72�GRHV�QRW�UHVSRQG��WKH�DOOLDQFH�
ZLOO�QR�ORQJHU�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��DQG�LWV�GHIHQVH�ZLOO�
EH�XQGHUPLQHG��)RU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��LW�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�
ERWK�FUHGLELOLW\�DQG�DIILQLW\�–�WKH�8�6��VHHNV�WR�GHIHQG�
OLEHUW\�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�W\UDQQ\�ZKHUHYHU�LW�H[LVWV��$Q�
DJJUHVVLYH�5XVVLD�QRW�RQO\�WKUHDWHQV�VHFXULW\�LQ�(X�
URSH��EXW�DOVR�WKUHDWHQV�VHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�8�6��$IWHU�DOO��
5XVVLD�VHHNV�WR�XQGHUPLQH�$PHULFDQ�SROLWLFDO�VWDELOLW\�
DV�ZHOO��,Q�JHRSROLWLFV��HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG��
DQG�WKH�8�6��DQG�(XURSH�FDQQRW�DIIRUG�WR�QHJOHFW�DQ\�
UHJLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�QRW�WKH�%DOWLFV��� 

3KRWR�FUHGLW��8�6��(PEDVV\��/DWYLD 
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Meet Olevs Nikers, BSF President 

2OHYV�1LNHUV�LV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�D�VHQLRU�DQDO\VW�DW�WKH�-DPHVWRZQ�)RXQ�
GDWLRQ��D�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��EDVHG�WKLQN�WDQN��+H�KDV�OHG�WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�6WUDWHJ\�3URMHFW�VXSSRUWHG�E\�
WKH�%DOWLF-$PHULFDQ�)UHHGRP�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�-DPHVWRZQ�)RXQGDWLRQ������-������DQG�FXUUHQWO\�KH�
LV�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�%DOWLF�6HD�6HFXULW\�,QLWLDWLYH��)URP������WR������2OHYV�KDV�ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�
'HIHQVH�RI�/DWYLD��$PRQJ�KLV�RWKHU�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�&KLHI�([SHUW�KH�KDV�EHHQ�UHVSRQVL�
EOH� IRU� SUHSDULQJ� WKH� /DWYLDQ�PLOLWDU\� &RQWLQJHQW� IRU� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 3HDFHNHHSLQJ�PLVVLRQV�� DV�ZHOO� DV�
SODQQLQJ��FRRUGLQDWLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�/RJLVWLFV�SURMHFWV�IRU�WKH�,QWHU�
QDWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�$VVLVWDQFH�)RUFH�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ� 

2OHYV�KROGV�D�0DVWHU
V�GHJUHH�LQ�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH�IURP�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/DWYLD���������DV�ZHOO�DV�D�0DVWHU
V�
GHJUHH�LQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�5HODWLRQV�IURP�7KH�%XVK�6FKRRO�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�DQG�3XEOLF�6HUYLFH��7H[DV��86$�
��������&XUUHQWO\�KH�LV�VWXG\LQJ�DW�WKH�5LJD�6WUDGLQV�8QLYHUVLW\
V�GRFWRUDO�SURJUDP�LQ�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH� 

+H�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�/DWYLDQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQWLVWV�DQG�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�$GYDQFHPHQW�RI�
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Baltic Security Foundation Presents at 
the ECPR General Conference in 

Wrocław 
BSF President Mr. Olevs Nikers and BSF Director 
Mr. Otto Tabuns took part in the panel 
“Addressing Security Challenges in the Baltic 
Region through Multilateral Cooperation” of the 
European Consortium for Political Research 
(ECPR) 13th General Conference September 5, 
2019 in Wrocław, Poland.  

During his presentation “Sub-Regional Defense 
Synchronization – Theory Perspectives and Secu-
rity Expectations for the Baltics,” Mr. Nikers out-
lined and discussed the origin and sustainability 
of the modern security alliance between small 
countries. He focused on the Baltic States, and 
took the issue of alliance formation beyond the 
realm of Cold War-era power balancing, upon 
which the main alliance-building theory was 
formed.  

From one side, the presentation discussed cur-
rent issues regarding the Baltic States’ security 
cooperation, which were identified and analyzed 
within the Baltic Security Strategy Project (2018-
2019) by scholars and government professionals 
from the Baltic States. From the other side, the 
panel examined traditional and modern theoreti-
cal perspectives, answering the question of 
whether small states are capable of boosting 
their defenses and enhancing deterrence by syn-
chronizing their security and improving military 
interoperability within the collective security 
system. 

The 13th ECPR General Conference took place in 
Wrocław September 4-7, 2019. The ECPR is an 
independent scholarly association, established in 
1970. Its 350 institutional members across around 
50 countries represent the leading universities, 
students and senior academics engaged in the 
research and teaching of political science world-
wide.  

The 14th  ECPR General Conference will take 
place in Innsbruck, Austria August 26-28, 2020. 

Photo: BSF President Olevs Nikers delivers his presentation at 
the ECPR General Conference/Otto Tabuns/BSF Facebook page 
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Improving the Baltic States’ Maritime 
Security 

By Matthew Thomas 
September 25, 2019 

 

Maritime operations have once again been a 
major theme of recent headlines in Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania. Following the NATO 
BALTOPS exercises this summer, repeated vio-
lations of the Baltic States’ airspace by Russia, 
and observing current combat diving operations 
in Tallinn Bay, maritime security issues are par-
ticularly relevant. Unfortunately, given the long
-standing emphasis on land-based deterrence, 
the maritime domain has largely been neglect-
ed.  

 BALTOPS 2019 revealed a key weakness 
for naval operations: the shallow and largely 
unmarked coastline hampered amphibious 
landing operations in Lithuania. Not only do 

these conditions make amphibious landing op-
erations slower and more difficult, they even 
present major operational hazards. One Polish 
landing vessel reportedly ran aground during 
the exercises. While there is not much that can 
be done about shallow water, Lithuanian and 
U.S. forces have responded to these weaknesses 
by conducting coastal observation studies and 
exploring the seabed along the Lithuanian 
coast. Given that the Baltic States’ only land bor-
der with the rest of the alliance is the narrow 
Suwałki Gap on the Polish-Lithuanian border, 
NATO cannot rely on land connections for lo-
gistical support. As such, the ability to conduct 
amphibious landings with troops and supplies 
is vital.  

Photo: BALTOPS 2019 / Benas Gerdžiūnas/LRT 
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Improving the Baltic States’ Maritime Security (cont.) 

It would be wonderful if a poorly marked coast-
line and shallow water were the only deficien-
cies in the Baltic States’ maritime defense. Un-
fortunately, the Baltic States lack the ability to 
prevent Russia from projecting power into their 
territorial waters, port facilities, exclusive eco-
nomic zones, and other littoral areas. Further-
more, the Baltic States cannot prevent Russia 
from temporarily taking control of these areas. 
The Russian Baltic Sea fleet may not be overly 
large or impressive, but it is more than capable 
of maintaining the status quo, harassing military 
and civilian activity at sea, and taking surprise 
offensive action. After all, Russian naval harass-
ment is not unknown – Lithuanian sailors laying 
the NordBalt cable were repeatedly antagonized 
by Russian ships – and grey zone operations are 
a key component of Russian strategy.  

 This situation only gets worse. The Baltic 
States are currently deficient in intelligence, sur-
veillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities 
at sea. They do not have full, integrated, and 
shared awareness across the surface, subsurface, 
and air domains. Individual states’ capabilities 
vary, but Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are all 
deficient at ISR in the maritime domain given 
the context of their current security environ-
ment. Likewise, the Baltic States have had vary-
ing levels of success with sharing information. 
As it stands, there is no full-time command cen-
ter to process threats at sea and determine how 
to respond. The multiple recent violations of 
Baltic airspace by Russian military aircraft un-
derscores the importance of ISR capabilities and 
information sharing between the Baltic States. In 
order to process and respond to threats, one first 

must know that they are there.  

 Yet more bad news: the maritime domain 
hosts several key components of the Baltic 
States’ critical energy and communications in-
frastructure. Undersea cables, gas interconnect-
ors, and onshore facilities such as the Klaipėda 
LNG terminal are all vulnerable to attack. Many 
cables are unburied and unhidden, such as the 
NordBalt cable, which connects the Baltic and 
Nordic electricity markets. Likewise, many oth-
er infrastructural components are poorly guard-
ed, if at all. These components create key weak-
nesses for Russia to exploit in the event of an 
attack. Cutting off gas or electricity supply will 
likely wear down societal resilience to propa-
ganda, and will complicate military logistics and 
decision making as well. 

With such a heavy focus over the last several 
years on land-based deterrence, the Baltic States 
have largely neglected the maritime domain. 
CPT Bill Combes (U.S. Navy, retired) refers to 
this condition as “sea-apathy,” and it has led to 
gaps in procurement, awareness, capabilities, 
and strategy. Many experts, such as Combes, 
have provided excellent suggestions to improve 
the situation. The author makes no attempt to  

Photo: Klaipėda LNG Terminal/enmin.lrv.lt 
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Improving the Baltic States’ Maritime Security (cont.) 

claim the following recommendations as his 
own, but has selected those from other experts 
that he has deemed most practical and actiona-
ble: 

 First: the Baltic States need to develop 
clear goals and a comprehensive maritime strate-
gy. This strategy should identify important in-
vestments required for robust maritime domain 
awareness.  

 Second: in order to reduce costs and im-
prove interoperability, the Baltic States should 
identify opportunities for joint procurements in 
maritime ISR technology. 

 Third: the Baltic States need to implement 
a combined and cooperative Naval Operations 
Center in order to best focus individual maritime 
capabilities to mutual benefit and facilitate high-
er-end NATO operations. Further, the Baltic 

States should establish a joint Maritime Com-
mand Center which could identify and process 
threats and determine how best to respond.  

 Finally: Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia all 
need to focus on becoming effective “coastal 
powers,” as Combes calls it. Their navies do not 
need to be large and grandiose, but they do need 
to be able to protect infrastructural assets, trade, 
and communication in the maritime domain. 

 The current situation in the maritime do-
main is most certainly not ideal. However, it can 
be improved by taking practical steps like those 
outlined above and participating in ongoing 
NATO training exercises. The coast is a key com-
ponent of the Baltic States’ security both in peace
-time and in the event of war. As such, “sea-
apathy” cannot remain a feature of the Baltic 
States’ defense posture.  

Photo: BALTOPS 2019 / Benas Gerdžiūnas/LRT 
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Meet BSF Director, Mr. Otto Tabuns 
 Otto Tabuns is the founding director of the Baltic Security Foundation. He is the co-editor of 
two books (together with Mr. Olevs Nikers) and author of several publications on national and re-
gional security, and is a lecturer of international security and policy debate at the Riga Graduate 
School of Law. Additionally, Otto is the permanent co-host of the Latvia Weekly broadcast in Eng-
lish on current affairs in his country.  
 
 Following his studies in diplomacy at the University of Latvia, and of international law at the 
Riga Graduate School of Law, Otto worked in the Latvian public service in the fields of strategic 
communications, defense planning, and crisis management for five years. He is a recipient of the 
Vītolu Foundation scholarship for international studies, and has been the first participant from Lat-
via in the MIRAI exchange program by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. He has also partici-
pated in the SUSI foreign policy scholars program by the United States Department of State at the 
University of Delaware.  
 
 Between 2017 and 2019, Otto was Executive Director of the Baltic Security Strategy Project, 
where 90 regional security experts the world over discussed and provided assessments and recom-
mendations on shared military, societal and economic issues in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Otto 
is a member of the Association for Advancement of Baltic Studies, International Studies Association, 
Japan Alumni Association of Latvia, and the Latvian Political Science Association.  
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LD��,Q�%HODUXV��HQHUJ\�LV�IURQW�DQG�FHQWHU�LQ�GLV�
SXWHV�EHWZHHQ�0LQVN�DQG�0RVFRZ��DV�WKH�ODWWHU�
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DFWLRQV�QRW�RQO\�LQ�8NUDLQH��EXW�LQ�*HRUJLD�DQG�
7UDQVQLVWULD�DV�ZHOO��:LWK�VR�OLWWOH�HOVH�LQ�FRP�
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FDO�DQG�GLSORPDWLF�OHYHUDJH�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�
WKRVH�FRXQWULHV��:KLOH�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�PXFK�
SDQLF�DERXW�GLYLVLRQV�ZLWKLQ�1$72��WKH�DOOL�
DQFH�KDV�DOZD\V�H[SHULHQFHG�VRPH�GLVXQLW\��
%XW�DV�PDQ\�UXVK�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�PRUH�FRPSOD�
FHQW�DOOLHV��VXFK�DV�*HUPDQ\��WKH\�IDLO�WR�UHDOL]H�
WKH�SRWHQWLDO�GDPDJH�LWV�UHFDOFLWUDQFH�PD\�
EULQJ�WR�WKH�DOOLDQFH��7KRXJK�8�6��3UHVLGHQW�
7UXPS¶V�EOXVWHU�PD\�DJJUDYDWH�WKH�(XURSHDQV��
KLV�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�LQ�GHHG��WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�KDUGO\�EHQW�RQ�UHWUHQFKPHQW��
DQG�LV�LQ�UHDOLW\�PRUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�(XURSH�
WKDQ�SHUKDSV�DQ\�RWKHU�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�&ROG�
:DU��%\�FR]\LQJ�XS�WR�5XVVLD�RQ�1RUG�6WUHDP��
KRZHYHU��*HUPDQ\�ULVNV�EHWUD\LQJ�LWV�DOOLHV�
DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�5XVVLDQ�LQIOXHQFH�DW�KRPH��7KLV�
GDQJHURXV�SROLF\�DOLJQPHQW�VHWV�*HUPDQ\�
GRZQ�WKH�SDWK�WRZDUGV�VWDWH�FDSWXUH�DQG�FRXOG�
GR�VHULRXV��ODVWLQJ�GDPDJH�WR�1$72¶V�HIIHFWLYH�
QHVV�DV�D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�� 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��ZKDW�JRRG�QHZV�WKHUH�ZDV�RQ�
VWRSSLQJ�1RUG�6WUHDP���WRRN�D�GHFLGHGO\�QHJD�
WLYH�WXUQ�WKLV�ZHHN��$ORQJ�ZLWK�8�6��VDQFWLRQV�
RQ�FRPSDQLHV�DIILOLDWHG�ZLWK�1RUG�6WUHDP��
'HQPDUN�ZDV�KROGLQJ�XS�SURJUHVV�OD\LQJ�WKH�
SLSHOLQH�WKURXJK�LWV�WHUULWRULDO�ZDWHUV�YLD�LWV�
SHUPLWWLQJ�SURFHVV��7KH�'DQHV�KDYH�EHHQ 

3KRWR�&UHGLW��5DGLR�)UHH�(XURSH�5DGLR�/LEHUW\�
UIHUO�RUJ� 
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:K\�6WRSSLQJ�1RUG�6WUHDP���0DWWHUV�IRU�WKH�%DOWLFV��FRQW�� 

NH\�IULHQGV�WR�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV�VLQFH�/DWYLD��
/LWKXDQLD��DQG�(VWRQLD�UHJDLQHG�LQGHSHQG�
HQFH�LQ�������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��'HQPDUN�DS�
SURYHG�WKH�SHUPLWV�IRU�1RUG�6WUHDP���RQ�
:HGQHVGD\��2FWREHU���WK��6KRXOG�8�6��DQG�
RWKHU�(�8��PHPEHUV¶�HIIRUWV�VXFFHHG�LQ�GH�
UDLOLQJ�1RUG�6WUHDP����1$72�FDQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�
DYRLG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RXWOLQHG�DERYH��:LWK�'HQ�
PDUN¶V�HIIRUWV�RYHU��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�ORRNLQJ�
PRUH�DQG�PRUH�EOHDN��:HVWHUQ�(XURSH�
VKRXOG�VHHN�LQVWHDG�WR�GLYHUVLI\�LWV�HQHUJ\�UH�
VRXUFHV�DQG�ZKHUH�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV�FRPH�
IURP��7KH�%DOWLF�PRGHO�IRU�JUHDWHU�VHOI-
VXIILFLHQF\��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�$PHULFDQ�DQG�
6RXWK�.RUHDQ�SDUWQHUVKLSV�RQ�OLTXHILHG�QDWX�
UDO�JDV��/1*���VHUYHV�DV�D�SRWHQWLDO�SDWKZD\�
WRZDUGV�UHGXFLQJ�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�5XVVLDQ�HQ�
HUJ\��/LNHZLVH��3RODQG�KDV�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�LW�
LV�FXWWLQJ�RII�5XVVLDQ�JDV�LPSRUWV�DQG�LQVWHDG�
WXUQLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�1RUZHJLDQV��$PHULFDQ�
/1*��DQG�LWV�RZQ�ZHOOV�RII�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�
FRDVW��2Q�HQHUJ\��WKH�%DOWLFV�DQG�3RODQG�
VHUYH�DV�SRVLWLYH�PRGHOV�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�(X�
URSH��E\�UHGXFLQJ�WKHLU�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�5XV�
VLDQ�HQHUJ\�VXSSOLHV��WKH\�UHPRYH�SROLWLFDO�
DQG�GLSORPDWLF�OHYHUDJH�IURP�0RVFRZ�DQG�
UHGXFH�5XVVLDQ�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�WKHLU�JRYHUQ�
PHQWV��%\�FKRRVLQJ�WR�SXUVXH�1RUG�6WUHDP����
KRZHYHU��*HUPDQ\�ULVNV�JRLQJ�WKH�ZD\�RI�
%XOJDULD��ZKHUH�WKH�HQHUJ\�VHFWRU�LV�GRPLQDW�
HG�E\�*D]SURP�DQG�WKH�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�QRZ�
PXFK�PRUH�UHVHPEOHV�WKDW�RI�5XVVLD�WKDQ�
ZKHQ�LW�ILUVW�MRLQHG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��
6KRXOG�1RUG�6WUHDP���SUHYDLO��*HUPDQ\�ZLOO�
EHWUD\�LWV�DOOLHV�DQG�ZHDNHQ�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�DOOL�
DQFH��GLYLGLQJ�(XURSH�EHWZHHQ�(DVW�DQG�:HVW�
RQFH�PRUH�� 

)RU�WKH�%DOWLF�6WDWHV��1RUG�6WUHDP���LV�QRW�DQ�
LPPHGLDWH�WKUHDW�WR�WKHLU�HQHUJ\�VXSSOLHV��
7KH\�KDYH�JUHDWO\�UHGXFHG�WKHLU�GHSHQGHQFH�
RQ�5XVVLD�LQ�WKH�HQHUJ\�VHFWRU��7KHLU�SULPDU\�
FRQFHUQ�UHJDUGLQJ�5XVVLD¶V�DELOLW\�WR�FXW�RII�

WKHLU�HQHUJ\�VXSSOLHV�LV�QRW�WKH�URXWH�WKRVH�
VXSSOLHV�WDNH��EXW�WKH�LQVHFXULW\�RI�WKHLU�LQ�
IUDVWUXFWXUH��DV�PDQ\�FDEOHV�DUH�XQEXULHG�
DQG�XQKLGGHQ��DQG�PDQ\�RQVKRUH�FRPSR�
QHQWV�DUH�SRRUO\�JXDUGHG��LI�DW�DOO��1RUG�
6WUHDP���LV��KRZHYHU��D�JUDYH�WKUHDW�WR�WKH�
%DOWLF�6WDWHV¶�EURDGHU�VHFXULW\��6KRXOG�*HU�
PDQ\�EH�D�ZKROH�QDWLRQ�³6FKU|GHUL]HG�´�
1$72�ZLOO�KDYH�D�GLIILFXOW�WLPH�FRSLQJ�SROLWL�
FDOO\��:RUVH�WKDQ�WKDW��WKRXJK��1$72�ORJLV�
WLFV�ZLOO�ULVN�EHLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\�WKURZQ�RII�
WUDFN��:KLOH�WKLV�VFHQDULR�VHHPV�XQOLNHO\�WR�
FRPH�LQWR�IUXLWLRQ�FRPSOHWHO\�LQ�WKH�QHDU-
WHUP��VRPH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�VFHQDULR�ZLOO��7KH�
UDGLFDO�SDFLILVP�RI�*HUPDQ\¶V�OHIW�DQG�FHQWHU��
DV�ZHOO�DV�JURZLQJ�DQWL-$PHULFDQLVP��RSHQ�
WKH�GRRU�IRU�5XVVLDQ�LQIOXHQFH�LQ�JRYHUQ�
PHQW��,QFUHDVHG�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�5XVVLDQ�HQ�
HUJ\�ZLOO�RSHQ�WKDW�GRRU�ZLGHU��PDNLQJ�*HU�
PDQ\�DQ�HYHQ�ZHDNHU�OLQN�LQ�1$72�WKDQ�LW�
DOUHDG\�LV��0DQ\�:HVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�QDWLRQV�
WKDW�GR�QRW�KDYH�VXFK�KHLJKWHQHG�WKUHDW�SHU�
FHSWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�5XVVLD��DQG�WKDW�KDYH�D�
JUHDWHU�DIILQLW\�WRZDUGV�WKH�*HUPDQ-OHG�(X�
URSHDQ�8QLRQ�RYHU�1$72��ZLOO�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�
IROORZ�*HUPDQ\¶V�OHDG��)RU�5XVVLD��D�ZHDN�
HQHG�1$72�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\��)RU�WKH�%DO�
WLFV��D�ZHDNHQHG�1$72�LV�DQ�H[LVWHQWLDO�
WKUHDW�� 

$�VLQJOH�VHFWLRQ�RI�SLSHOLQH�UHPDLQV�LQFRPSOHWH�
DURXQG�WKH�'DQLVK�LVODQG�RI�%RUQKROP��EXW�'HQPDUN�
DSSURYHG�WKH�SHUPLWV�WR�EXLOG�WKH�SLSHOLQH�RQ�
:HGQHVGD\��2FWREHU���� 
3KRWR�FUHGLW��QHIWHJD]�UX 
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%6)�5HJLRQDO�$FWLYLWLHV 
%\�2WWR�7DEXQV 
2FWREHU��������� 
 
2FWREHU������KDV�EHHQ�EXV\�IRU�WKH�%DOWLF�6H�
FXULW\�)RXQGDWLRQ��SXUVXLQJ�RXU�JRDO�RI�IRVWHU�
LQJ�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�%DOWLF�GHIHQVH�DQG�VHFXULW\��
7KH�WHDP�KDV�ERWK�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�DQG�RUJD�
QL]HG�HYHQWV�FRYHULQJ�UHJLRQDO�VHFXULW\�LVVXHV� 
 
7KH�5ŝJD�&RQIHUHQFH������WRRN�SODFH�RQ�2FWR�
EHU���WK�DQG���WK��0U��2OHYV�1LNHUV�DQG�0U��
2WWR�7DEXQV�ZHUH�ERWK�LQYLWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��
7KH�DJHQGD�LQFOXGHG�FXUUHQW�FKDOOHQJHV��VXFK�
DV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�(8�DQG�1$72�LGHQWLWLHV�DV�ZHOO�
DV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�(XURSHDQ�VWUDWHJLF�DXWRQR�
P\��,Q�D�UHJLRQDO�VFRSH��WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�VWURQJ�
O\�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
&KLQD�DQG�WKH�$UFWLF�UHJLRQ��DQG�GLG�QRW�IRUJHW�
WR�NHHS�8NUDLQH�DQG�*HRUJLD�RQ�WKH�DJHQGD��
WRR��+XPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�
GLJLWDO�DJH�IRUPHG�DQRWKHU�IXQGDPHQWDO�GH�
EDWH�DPRQJ�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�
UHJXODU�SURJUDP��0U��7DEXQV�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�
PRGHUDWH�WKH�5ŝJD�&RQIHUHQFH�)XWXUH�/HDGHUV�
)RUXP�WKDW�JDWKHUHG����JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�
\RXQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�IURP�(XURSH��WKH�8�6���
DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD��7KH\�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�SUHFRQ�
GLWLRQV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�1$72�WR�UHPDLQ�D�UHOH�
YDQW�DQG�PRGHUQ�DOOLDQFH��7KH�IXWXUH�OHDGHUV�
LGHQWLILHG�ZKLFK�1$72�SULRULWLHV�DUH�PRUH�LP�
SRUWDQW�WR�WKHP��SHUVRQDOO\��DQG�ZRUNHG�RQ�D�
VHW�RI�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�ZKDW�WKH�$OOLDQFH�
FRXOG�GR�WR�REWDLQ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WRRONLW�IRU�LW�
WR�VXFFHHG�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV��7KLV�LV�VLJQLIL�
FDQW�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FHUWDLQ�GLIIHUHQW�
SHUVSHFWLYHV�DFURVV�WKH�7UDQVDWODQWLF�VSDFH��
SDYLQJ�WKH�ZD\�WR�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�DPRQJ�WKH�
QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�RSLQLRQ�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�PDN�
HUV� 
 
%HWZHHQ�2FWREHU���WK�DQG���WK��%6)�ZDV�KRQ�
RUHG�WR�KRVW�0V��0DLD�2WDUDVKYLOL��D�5HVHDUFK�
)HOORZ�DQG�'HSXW\�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�(XUDVLD�
3URJUDP�DW�)RUHLJQ�3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK�,QVWL�

WXWH� 6KH�PHW�WKH�%6)�WHDP��DV�ZHOO�DV�RIILFLDOV��
GLSORPDWV��DQG�VFKRODUV�LQ�5ŝJD��)35,�UXQV�WKH�
%DOWLF�,QLWLDWLYH��GHVLJQHG�WR�DGYDQFH�$PHUL�
FDQV¶�DZDUHQHVV�RI�RXU�UHJLRQ�ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�
D�SODWIRUP�IRU�YRLFHV�IURP�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�,QL�
WLDWLYH�KDV�ODXQFKHG�D�UHJXODU�SXEOLFDWLRQ�WL�
WOHG�WKH�%DOWLF�%XOOHWLQ��ZKLFK�VKDUHV�LQVLJKWV�
DERXW�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKRXVDQGV�RI�UHDGHUV�
ZRUOGZLGH��7KH�,QLWLDWLYH�DOVR�RUJDQL]HV�SXEOLF�
HYHQWV��DQG�)35,�KDV�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�RUJDQL]D�
WLRQ�RI�$$%6�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��
7KHUHIRUH��0V��2WDUDVKYLOL¶V�YLVLW�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�
VWUHQJWKHQ�QHWZRUNLQJ�EHWZHHQ�H[SHUWV�RQ�WKH�
%DOWLF�UHJLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�$WODQWLF��HVSHFLDOO\�EH�
\RQG�WKH�%HOWZD\�LQ�WKH�8�6� 
 
2Q�2FWREHU���UG��%6)��LQ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�%:�
&RQVXOWLQJ��KRVWHG�DQRWKHU�%DOWLF�6HD�6HFXULW\�
,QLWLDWLYH�:RUNVKRS�LQ�%HUOLQ��*HUPDQ\��([�
SHUWV�IURP�(VWRQLD��*HUPDQ\��/DWYLD��/LWKXD�
QLD��3RODQG��6ZHGHQ��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��DQG�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DVVHVVHG�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DVSHFWV�
RI�%DOWLF�6HD�VHFXULW\��7KH\�GHYRWHG�SDUWLFXODU�
DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�PDULWLPH�DQG�DLU�GRPDLQV��
VWUDWHJLF�DQG�EXUHDXFUDWLF�FXOWXUH��QDWLRQDO�
GHIHQVH�SODQQLQJ��DQG�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�FRQVLGHU�
DWLRQV��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�IRUPXODWH�SUDFWLFDO�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�%DOWLF�DQG�$OOLHG�GHFLVLRQ�
PDNHUV� 
 
2Q�2FWREHU���WK��%6)�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZHUH�
LQYLWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�
6WUDWHJ\�)RUXP�LQ�.LHO��+RVWHG�E\�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�
RI�6HFXULW\�3ROLF\�E\�&KULVWLDQ�$OEUHFKW�8QL�
YHUVLW\�LQ�.LHO��WKH�IRUXP�GHDOW�ZLWK�NH\�UH�
JLRQDO�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�PDULWLPH�GRPDLQ��7KH�KLJK�
OHYHO�SUHVHQWHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�PDQ\�IURP�WKH�*HU�
PDQ��6ZHGLVK��DQG�8�6��1DYLHV��GLVFXVVHG�
6ZHGLVK-)LQQLVK�QDYDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ��JDSV�LQ�
%DOWLF�QDYDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
1$72��DQG�IRUPHU�6RYLHW�QDYDO�RIIHQVLYH�SODQV�
LQ�WKH�%DOWLF�6HD�LQ�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�PDU�
LWLPH�VWUDWHJ\�WRGD\�� 
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0HHW�%6)�([SHUW�0DWWKHZ�7KRPDV 

0U��0DWWKHZ�7KRPDV�LV�D�5XVVLD�DQG�SRVW-6RYLHW�DUHD�VSHFLDOLVW��+H�ZRUNV�H[WHQVLYHO\�ZLWK�LV�
VXHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�K\EULG�ZDUIDUH��LQWHOOLJHQFH��DQG�GLSORPDF\��DQG�KDV�VHUYHG�RQ�SURMHFWV�GHDOLQJ�
ZLWK 1$72� 5XVVLD��DQG�WKH %DOWLF 6WDWHV��+H�UHFHLYHG�KLV�%�$��LQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV�DQG�
0RGHUQ�/DQJXDJHV�-�5XVVLDQ�DQG�KLV�0DVWHU�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$IIDLUV�GHJUHHV�IURP 7H[DV�$	0�
8QLYHUVLW\��:KLOH�DW�7H[DV�$	0��KH�KHOG�QXPHURXV�OHDGHUVKLS�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�WKDW�LQVWLWXWLRQ¶V�
&RUSV�RI�&DGHWV��VHUYLQJ�DV�&RUSV�6FKRODVWLF�2IILFHU�KLV�VHQLRU�\HDU��+H�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�'REUR�
6ORYR�1DWLRQDO�6ODYLF�+RQRU�6RFLHW\�DQG�D�*ODVVFRFN�$ZDUG�UHFLSLHQW��+H�KDV�SUHYLRXVO\�VHUYHG�
DV�D�3URMHFW�$VVLVWDQW�RQ�WKH�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�6WUDWHJ\�3URMHFW�DQG�KDV�SUHVHQWHG�DW�$WODQWLF�&RXQ�
FLO�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW��+RZ�FDQ�1$72�EHVW�UHVSRQG�WR�WKUHDWV�IURP�D�UHVXUJHQW�5XVVLD�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�
ILYH�\HDUV" 

:LWK�%DOWLF�6HFXULW\�)RXQGDWLRQ��0U��7KRPDV�VHUYHV�DV�DQ�H[SHUW�FRQWULEXWRU�DQG�DV�ZULWHU�
HGLWRU�RI�WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ�QHZVOHWWHUV��2XWVLGH�RI�ZRUN��KH�HQMR\V�KRFNH\��EDVHEDOO��DQG�FROOHJH�
IRRWEDOO��DQG�LV�DQ�DYLG�UHDGHU�RI�FODVVLF�OLWHUDWXUH��+H�LV�D�FODVVLFDO�PXVLF�EXII��DQG�FDQ�RIWHQ�EH�
IRXQG�SOD\LQJ�WKH�SLDQR��FODULQHW��RU�VLQJLQJ��0U��7KRPDV�LV�D�³G\HG-LQ-WKH-ZRRO´�7H[DQ�DQG�D�
GLUHFW�GHVFHQGHQW�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�VLJQHU�RI�WKH�7H[DV�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�0H[LFR��
&ROOLQ�0F.LQQH\���+H�LV�IURP�:HDWKHUIRUG��7H[DV�� 
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Baltic Security Foundation Team 
Activities in November 

 

 

 

 

   

 

By Otto Tabuns 

 

 This month the Baltic Security Foundation 
team has been very active on both sides of the Atlan-
tic Ocean, continuing existing projects and pursuing 
new areas of cooperation with likeminded experts 
and stakeholders.  

 On November 8, the Foundation team partici-
pated in the second annual Baltic Advocacy Day in 
Washington D.C., as well as the 13th annual Baltic 
Conference organized by the Joint Baltic American 
National Committee that represents major Baltic-
American organizations. This gave an opportunity to 
speak with members of several offices of U.S. repre-
sentatives across the political aisle to discuss U.S. for-
eign and security policy towards the Baltic Sea re-
gion and specific acts of legislation in particular. The 
trip also allowed for the team to visit a number of 
American think tanks focused, among others, to-
wards the Baltic Sea region and consider potential 
cooperation. 

 On November 11, Marist College in New 
York hosted the Foundation team. President Olevs 
Nikers gave a lecture on security politics in the Bal-
tics and Northeastern Europe. Director Otto Tabuns 
spoke at the International Law and Organizations 
course, covering legal aspects of national and inter-
national security in the region. This was made possi-
ble by the effort of Associate Professor of Political 

Science Dr. Juris Pupcenoks and the Marist College 
Global Affairs Club. Altogether, 80 students, repre-
sentatives of the faculty, and interested members of 
the local community participated. 

 The Baltic Sea Security Initiative saw a num-
ber of activities this month. On November 15, the 
Foundation hosted experts from Estonia, Moldova, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden in Riga to as-
sess common societal security challenges. On No-
vember 22, the Foundation team visited the Baltic 
Defence College in Tartu and continued to Tallinn, 
where they hosted the cyber security assessment 
workshop in the National Library of Estonia. Experts 
from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Georgia and the 
United Kingdom provided an intraregional assess-
ment that will serve as a basis for outlining the main 
common issues and shaping recommendations for 
Baltic decision makers and other stakeholders.  

 On November 29, the Foundation team par-
ticipated in the NATO Eastern Flank Security Con-
ference, hosted by Warsaw Institute. Following a 
keynote speech by Mr. Piotr Naimski, Secretary of 
State in the Chancellery of the Prime Minister of Po-
land, Government Plenipotentiary for Strategic Ener-
gy Infrastructure, Mr. Olevs Nikers spoke at the pan-
el on energy security, covering political and econom-
ic issues of nuclear power and natural gas. Mr. Otto 
Tabuns gave his views on intraregional and Europe-
an challenges for Baltic security at the discussion on 
defence. 

 The highlight of the conference was signing a 
Joint Declaration between Warsaw Institute, Interna-
tional Centre for Defence and Security, Baltic Securi-
ty Foundation, Memel Institute and Eastern Europe 
Studies Centre on establishing a Baltic Fund to 
strengthen and institutionalize cooperation between 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. 

Photo: Baltic and Polish Think Tank presidents holding the Declaration establishing the 
Baltic Fund. BSF President Olevs Nikers, left. Credit: Warsaw Institute Facebook page 
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Belarus: An Overlooked Key to 
Baltic Security 

By Matthew Thomas 
November 24, 2019 

 

 Winston Churchill once famously quipped 
that “Russia is a riddle wrapped in a mystery in-
side an enigma.” A keen observer will notice that 
Alyaksandar Lukashenka’s Belarus is much the 
same. All too often, Western analysts have made 
the mistake of grossly oversimplifying Belarus’ re-
lationship with Russia, as well as its domestic polit-
ical affairs and broader foreign policy. This has led 
the West to neglect relations with Minsk, where 
despite a less than ideal government, great strategic 
opportunity lies, and where there is also significant 
strategic risk. The reality is this: Lukashenka is not 
simply Putin’s puppet in Minsk. He is concerned 
for his own nation’s sovereignty, and walks a thin 
tightrope in his relations with both Moscow and 
the West. Like him or not, there is no viable alterna-
tive to Lukashenka, and NATO needs a sovereign 
and neutral Belarus on the Baltics’ southeastern 
flank.  

 Russia and Belarus have had extensive disa-
greements on economic matters. While Russia has 
largely been the economic lifeline for Minsk, and 
while Minsk has enjoyed huge subsidies on Russian 
gas, the special relationship between the two has 
largely gone sour. Arguments over energy prices, 
much of which center around the purported “oil 
tax maneuver,” in which Russia will reduce its 
“dotations” on Belarusian oil by lowering export 
duties while taxing resource extraction. This is esti-
mated to result in critical losses to the Belarusian 
energy sector and will likely put significant strain 
on Belarus’ already weak economy. Likewise, Rus-
sia and Belarus have had major disagreements 
about the latter’s role in the Russian led Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS) and Eurasian 
Economic Union (EEU). In response, Lukashenka’s 
government has been seeking economic ties else-
where, particularly China, the European Union, 
and Africa. Earlier this year, Lithuania and Poland 
were making overtures towards Minsk regarding 
trade in the energy sector, and Belarusian agricul-
tural products reach E.U. markets regularly. How-
ever, a central pillar in Minsk’s future trade rela-
tions will most certainly be politics. Lukashenka 
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sees too many political demands from both Russia 
and the E.U., and will increasingly seek to develop 
ties with the Chinese and with African nations such 
as Zimbabwe. Case in point, earlier this year Minsk 
began work on a deal to trade Belarusian heavy ma-
chinery for Zimbabwean diamonds and precious met-
als.  

 Belarus’ relations with the West are just as 
complicated. Lukashenka has sought to balance coop-
eration with Western governments on the Northern 
Distribution Network during the war in Afghanistan 
and its role as a neutral mediator between Russia and 
Ukraine in the Minsk Accords against its staunch re-
fusal to acquiesce to Western demands on democratic 
governance, human rights, and economic liberaliza-
tion. From the American side, this has led to the im-
position of sanctions on Belarus, along with numer-
ous postponements of sanctions, and the two are only 

now ending an extended period of frosty diplomatic 
relations wherein Washington and Minsk did not ex-
change ambassadors.  

 In military affairs, Lukashenka’s tightrope be-
comes even more bizarre. While Russia and Belarus 
are friendly partners on paper, and while the two 
have enjoyed extensive military cooperation, notably 
in Russia’s Zapad (“West”) military exercises, Russia 
actively threatens Belarusian security. In response to 
Lukashenka’s gradual “soft-Belarusianization” and 

stubbornness on economic matters, Moscow has 
ramped up its campaign of hybrid warfare on Bela-
rus, particularly with regard to disinformation. Fur-
ther, many hardliners in the Russian political elite 
have called for a “Krymnash” (“Crimea is ours”) sce-
nario for Belarus, wherein Belarus would be absorbed 
into the Russian state in much the same manner as 
Crimea. Even more, Russia has recently increased its 
troop presence in both Smolensk and Klintsy near the 
Belarusian border. Smolensk puts the Russians within 
a straight shot of Minsk by the E30 highway, along 
which there are few population centers to offer re-
sistance. At Klintsy, the Russians are near the major 
Belarusian railway hub at Gomel’. This presence cer-
tainly increases the pressure on Minsk.  

 For NATO, Belarus is a key strategic point on 
the Eastern Flank. A sovereign Belarus stands in the 
way of Russian aggression in the Baltic States. Should 
the Russians control Belarus, the Suwałki Gap, a nar-
row strip of land on the border of Lithuania and Po-
land between Belarus and Kaliningrad, could easily 
be sealed off, giving the Russians a key logistical ad-
vantage while denying land access to the Baltics by 
NATO reinforcements. Likewise, the current lack of 
Russian ground troops or air bases in Belarus is a key 
buffer between Poland, Lithuania, and Russia. By be-
ing de facto non-aligned, Belarus provides greater 
security on the Eastern Flank, allowing for continued 
NATO access to the Suwałki Gap. The strategic depth 
Belarus provides is clouded somewhat by its military 
and economic weakness should Russia decide to vio-
late the former’s sovereignty, and this is precisely 
why relations with Minsk are taking on greater im-
portance. Much as  Western governments do not 
like the Lukashenka regime, and much as they are 
right not to, there are no viable alternatives that will 
maintain stability. The West, therefore, has to accept 
Lukashenka for who he is and encourage him to keep 
his country sovereign and neutral. 

Photo: President Lukashenka meets with Zimbabwean  
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, January 2019.  
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Andreis Purim 

 Mr. Andreis Purim/Andrejs Puriņš is a Computer Engineer specializing in Cyber-defense. He 
graduated as an Electronic Technician at the Federal University of Technology - Paraná. There, he par-
ticipated in numerous projects, including developing autonomous robots in partnership with the Ad-
vanced Laboratory of Robotics and Embedded Systems. He also became a Junior Researcher at the Na-
tional Council for Scientific and Technological Development. 

 Andreis previously worked with Industrial Automation and Research and Development before 
enrolling at the University of Campinas (UNICAMP). At UNICAMP, he focuses two main areas: Cryp-
tography and Data Science.  

 Andreis serves as a Liaison Officer for Baltic Security Foundation in Latin America, and contrib-
utes as an expert on Computer Science.    

 Andreis was born in Curitiba, from one of the first Latvian families to arrive in Brazil, and has 
long worked to preserve his Latvian heritage.  He is the Head of the Media Department of the Brazilian 
Association of Latvian Culture and worked extensively with the Latvian Consulate and the Latvian As-
sociation of Latin America and the Caribbean. 


