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I WAS THE RECIPIENT.

The whitepaper has become a paper plane. It
crosses a single line of light above the Pacific,
carrying ten bitcoin towards the California coast. In
the clouds beneath it, two hands almost touch. It is
a picture of an idea finding someone else: Bitcoin's
first known transfer from one person to another.

In January 2009, Hal Finney downloaded Satoshi
Nakamoto's newly released Bitcoin software and
began testing it. He later recalled that he may have
been the first person besides Satoshi to run it. The
two corresponded while Hal reported bugs and
Satoshi fixed them. Their experiment included a
transfer of 10 BTC from Satoshi to Hal. That
transaction appears in block 170, whose recorded
timestamp is 12 January 2009 at 03:30:25 UTC. The
timestamp belongs to the block; it is not a record of
the exact moment the two people pressed send
and received it.

Hal's own account called it a test. The ten coins
were not a purchase, a salary or a bet on their
future price. This was a small but decisive step
beyond a program that one person could run:
another person could receive value through it.
Years later Hal described himself, in a few plain
words, as the recipient of the first bitcoin
transaction.

The artwork puts the receiving point near the Santa
Barbara area, where Hal lived in 2009. Satoshi's
physical location is not established, so the glowing
origin and flight path are deliberately symbolic. A
transaction did not travel by aircraft or follow a
geographic great-circle route. The single arc is a
visual way to make the handoff legible; the nearly
hidden cloud hands reward a second look.

HIDDEN IN THE ART
01 THE FOLDED WHITEPAPER

The paper plane bears the Bitcoin title, turning
Satoshi's published design into a visual messenger.
No physical whitepaper flew between the
participants.

02 TEN BITCOIN

The small 10 BTC print recalls the test amount Hal
described and the transaction recorded in block 170.
It is the transfer amount, not a contemporary price
tag.

03 ONE ROUTE, TWO ENDPOINTS

A single golden arc links an unspecified origin to a
point near the Santa Barbara area. It conveys a
person-to-person transfer without claiming Satoshi's
whereabouts or the network's physical path.

04 HANDS IN THE CLOUDS

Two faint cloud formations reach towards one
another beneath the plane. They stand for sending
and receiving; they are an artistic Easter egg, not an
object documented at the event.

SOURCE & ART NOTE

Hal Finney, Bitcoin and Me, 19 March 2013; Bitcoin block 170
and the 10 BTC transaction; Giana Magnoli, 2009 interview
with the Finney family, placing their home in the area
between Goleta and Santa Barbara. The plane, route and
cloud hands are symbolic; the sender's geographic location is
unknown. Card phrase is a short excerpt from Hal's
retrospective with capitalization normalized.
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https://nakamotoinstitute.org/library/bitcoin-and-me/
https://mempool.space/block/00000000d1145790a8694403d4063f323d499e655c83426834d4ce2f8dd4a2ee
https://mempool.space/tx/f4184fc596403b9d638783cf57adfe4c75c605f6356fbc91338530e9831e9e16
https://www.noozhawk.com/112909_finney_family/
https://www.noozhawk.com/112909_finney_family/

