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THE BITCOIN SAFE.

A wallet owner holds a small black device towards
us. Behind it, a computer screen flashes red
warnings. The room is dim, but a desk lamp keeps
the face, hands and wallet in warm light. The scene
makes a technical distinction visible: the machine
connected to the internet does not have to be the
place that holds the keys used to authorize a
bitcoin transaction.

On 29 July 2014, the original Trezor, now known as
the Model One, officially launched. Its founders,
Marek "Slush" Palatinus and Pavol "Stick" Rusnak,
had developed a single-purpose computer designed
to isolate private keys from the everyday host
machine. A small physical object gave self-custody
a different form: something its owner could
connect, inspect and operate separately from the
computer's software.

The device's own screen and two buttons matter to
that separation. They allow the owner to check
transaction details and confirm an action on the
hardware. The drawing condenses this into a
simple "Confirm?" prompt. It represents the
function rather than reproducing an exact
launch-day interface. Bitcoin itself remains
recorded on the blockchain; the device protects the
signing keys used to authorize spending. The
warning-filled monitor is an imagined threat, not a
record of a particular hack.

The recovery sheet brings the responsibility back to
the owner. Keeping keys apart from a computer is
one part of custody; preserving a usable backup is
another. Its empty lines suggest that preparation
without displaying secret words. THE BITCOIN SAFE
was early Trezor product wording, visible on
pre-2016 packaging. Here it names the device's
purpose without making a promise of
invulnerability. The pocket-sized wallet offers a
separate point of control, while care and judgment
still belong to the person holding it.

DETAILS IN THE ART

01  SEPARATE CONFIRMATION

The device's screen and two physical buttons
reference independent review and confirmation. The
simplified "Confirm?" display is illustrative, not a
verified July 2014 firmware screen.
02  THE RECOVERY SHEET

Blank numbered lines recall the need for an offline
wallet backup. No secret words are shown, and the
visible line count is not presented as a verified 2014
standard. The two loose sheets remain deliberately
blank.
03  TWO SOURCES OF LIGHT

The warm upper-left lamp and red computer glow
make the contrast between owner control and a
threatening host visible. The person, room and
warning screen are an invented scene, not a
documented launch photograph.

SOURCE & ART NOTE

Trezor's ten-year history dates the launch and describes its
founders' approach. Its Model One authentication guide shows
the old THE BITCOIN SAFE packaging; its hardware security
guide explains the screen and buttons. Current guides establish
functions, not every detail of 2014 firmware or packaging.
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https://trezor.io/blog/news/a-decade-of-pioneering-10-years-since-trezors-first-hardware-wallet-revolution
https://trezor.io/guides/trezor-devices/trezor-model-one/authenticate-model-one
https://trezor.io/learn/security-privacy/how-trezor-keeps-you-safe/trezor-hardware-built-in-security
https://trezor.io/learn/security-privacy/how-trezor-keeps-you-safe/trezor-hardware-built-in-security

