1982 — Hawley Mark IT X063X Mouse

The Mark IT X063X Mouse (figure [I) was the first in-house development of the Hawley Mouse
House [I}, 2] by Jack Hawley, co-designer of the Xerox Alto computer mouse and co-author of the
1973 Xerox patent for mouse with two inclined wheels [3]. The mouse had the price of $415 [4], which
inspired reviewers to call it the “Rolls-Royce among mice”.

Figure 1: Hawley Mark IT X063X Mouse

The Mark IT X063X mouse is made in an industrial design brought to an extreme degree: the
body is an almost regular parallelepiped, on which there are three rectangular buttons with the most
contrasting color in relation to the body (figure . Obviously, the design was intended to emphasize
the purpose of the mouse, aimed at engineers and users of various CAD systems (including solid
modeling and architecture).

This item is beige with black buttons (on the cable you can see the remnants of black insulation,
which has lost its elasticity over time and crumbled to pieces). The variant with the opposite combi-
nation of body and button colors was also common, and several more color options are known. The
Hawley advertising gives an idea of the color combinations [5], but there is no information on how
many color combinations from this promotional ad were actually implemented.
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Figure 2: Hawley Mark II X063X Mouse, top and bottom views



Bottom side is entirely made of metal (figure [2)). Rotation is registered by a smooth steel ball in
the center, while two smaller balls act as feet to minimize friction. A removable ring that allows you to
remove the ball to remove collected debris is not yet provided in this model, so complete disassembly
is necessary for cleaning.
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Figure 3: Hawley Mark II on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

The mouse has a small size, typical for mice of the 1980s (ﬁgure. Obviously, this at least slightly
reduces the negative impact of the body with orthogonal edges on ergonomics, since the hand can
only lean on the body to a small extent (figure |4)).

Figure 4: Hawley Mark II with a human hand model

Mouse internals are shown in figure [5 The removable solid protection of the ball is worthy of
mention: it requires additional disassembly operations to remove garbage. This mouse uses mechanical
encoders based on a metal contact drum (instead of the disk more common in subsequent models)
and four contacts of different length instead of two, which increase the encoder resolution.



Figure 5: Hawley Mark II disassembled
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