1986 — American Mouse/ KYE GM-2/Z-Nix mouse

In 1986, the American Computer and Peripheral company released the American 286 desktop
computer, based on the 180286 processor [I], and equipped with a mouse called the American Mouse
(figure . The price of the device in a separate sale was $125 [3].
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Figure 1: American Mouse

A notch on the slightly slanted front of the mouse cover houses three phenomenally narrow buttons.
Massive switches located under the buttons forced developers to use an asymmetrical layout of the
mouse cable that runs between the left and middle buttons (figure [2). The underside of the housing
contains a removable ring to remove the ball and clean the mouse. There are no inscriptions or
emblems on the case, but but there is a molded “Z-nix” text on the connector, indicating the actual

manufacturer of the mouse.
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Figure 2: American Mouse, top and bottom views



However, although American Computer and Peripheral company was more active in advertising
their computer build, the mouse wasn’t produced exclusively for them: at least the same device, labeled
as GM-2, can be seen in similar computers of the same year from KYE Systems (owner of the famous
“Genius” brand) [2].

In term of size, the manipulator is an optomechanical cursor control device typical of the 1980s
(figure [3)).

Figure 3: American Mouse on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

The exterior of the American Mouse has a clear industrial design. At the same time, the angular
body was equipped with beveled edges to provide a more comfortable palm position; however, the
need to press extremely narrow buttons that cut into the fingertips negates the ergonomic efforts of
the developers and allows us to rank this manipulator among the most questionable devices in the

design (figure [4)).
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Figure 4: American Mouse with a human hand model

The American Mouse has a D-SUB connector and an RS-232 interface. The device follows the
Mouse Systems protocol, however this is not mentioned in the accompanying brochure. And when this
mouse was on the market, the driver for this protocol could be found mainly bundled with Mouse
Systems optical mice, which limited the possibility of using the American Mouse with third party



software. The only software package that came with the mouse was Compu-Brush, a rebranded PC
Paint program. It is necessary to note, that another version of the this mouse (KYE’s GM-2) was

advertised as a bus mouse with its own card [2], so theoretically it could be a simpler quadrature
device.

Figure 5: American Mouse disassembled

Mouse internals are shown on figure [5 The photo shows a fairly standard design of the opto-
mechanical mouse. Worthy of mention is the dense filling of the internal space of the case with various
plastic details that are absent in almost hollow optmechanical mice of a later period.
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