
1986 — Sunnyline DIGIMOUSE

The Sunnyline Digimouse for IBM-compatible computers with a serial interface is apparently the
first mouse released under the Sunnyline brand. Mice under this brand were sold by Sunnyline Mul-
tiMedia Products AG in Germany in the late 80s and 90s. Sunnyline did not have its own production
and placed orders with other companies on a contract basis. In particular, the creator of this mouse
was Dubois Depraz SA, a famous Swiss watch manufacturer that was producing optomechanical mice
in the 1980s based on design by Jean-Daniel Nicoud and André Guignard from École Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne.

Having released the P4 and P1000 mice under its own brand together with the then-unknown
Logitech, Depraz completely switched to contract development for other companies, actively providing
its own mice for rebranding and developing custom ones based on its standard designs. The most active
customer of Depraz mice was the British company Advanced Memory Systems (AMX): the fruits of
this cooperation were several models of mice sold under the same name “AMX Mouse”.

As one can see, Sunnyline commissioned Depraz to develop a custom case design for its first
mouse, so that the exterior of this model (fig. 1) would not appear in mice sold by other companies. In
subsequent models, Sunnyline followed a more economical approach, using off-the-shelf body designs
from manufacturers without significant modifications.

Figure 1: DIGIMOUSE

As a result, the mouse received a unique upper part of the body, while the lower part (fig. 2)
is almost identical to the 2nd generation AMX mouse released by Depraz in the same 1986. The
bottom of both models demonstrates a number of elements that originally appeared in the Depraz
Digimouse P1000 mouse: a ball made of polymer material, a screw-secured removable ring for cleaning
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the mouse, and mechanical protection of the cable on its exit from the mouse body. A sticker on the
underside of the Sunnyline mouse contains information about its Swiss origin, as well as the model
name “DIGIMOUSE D 86 S”. Although any review or advertising publications about this model are
unknown, the assumption that the model number is based on its year of manufacture, as well as the
fact that Sunnyline MultiMedia Products AG was founded in 1986 [1], allows us to consider this model
to be the first mouse from Sunnyline.

Figure 2: DIGIMOUSE, top and bottom views

Unlike its close relative - the AMX mouse for BBC Micro computers - the Sunnyline DIGIMOUSE
has only two buttons, not three (fig. 2) and a light grey body (faded to beige in this sample) that
fits into the dimensions of the AMX mouse, but is improved with beveled edges and rounding at the
wrist area. There is a metal plate with the Sunnyline emblem on the upper side (in later samples
it was replaced with a paper one), as well as contrasting blue buttons. The original color of the
buttons can be seen in the figure 3, which shows a later version of the mouse – an item from the
https://t.me/mice_farm collection, kindly provided for study – with the upper part of the body
that retained the original colors.

Figure 3: DIGIMOUSE late sample on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

2

https://t.me/mice_farm


Similar to Microsoft’s first mouse, released three years earlier and known as the “Green-Eyed
Mouse”, so Sunnyline DIGIMOUSE could have been known as the “Blue-Eyed Sunnyline Mouse” had
it been released in more prominent quantities.

Figure 4: DIGIMOUSE early sample on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

The mouse has a typical size for mice of the 1980s (fig. 4).

Figure 5: DIGIMOUSE with a human hand model

The buttons have a fairly large area, which makes them quite comfortable to press with your
fingers. Overall, the rounded edges of the body have some positive effects on ergonomics, but the
typical shape of mice from the 80s does not provide significant palm support (fig. 5).

The internal structure of the mouse is shown in figure 6. The mouse uses optomechanical encoders
and typical Depraz design features: an upside-down printed circuit board, four trimmer resistors for
manual adjustment of optocouplers (albeit in atypical rectangular housings), mechanical assemblies
mounted on the bottom of the housing, and the optical interrupter disk equipped with a fixed mask
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Figure 6: DIGIMOUSE disassembled

that reduces the light exposure area. Unlike earlier Depraz models, the disk is made not of metal, but
of plastic (like the AMX mouse of the same year). Also worthy of mention is the characteristic-looking
microprocessor with a copyright from Depraz and the text “DIGIMOUSE 1.0”. This chip, added to
the design of the Depraz quadrature mice by René Sommer, is a Motorola 6805 microcontroller that
provides communication between the mouse and the computer via the RS-232 interface. The variety of
Depraz Digimoue mice that contained it is the world’s first microprocessor-based [2] mouse. However,
the Sunnyline DIGIMOUSE, released a few years later, differs from Sommer’s solution in that it does
not have an external power source thanks to more energy-efficient LEDs, which became available in
1986.
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