
1987 — IBM PS/2 mouse

This mouse, released in 1987, was the first to implement the PS/2 interface, which is still used in
a number of desktop computers to connect keyboards and mice using a 6-pin mini-DIN connector.

Figure 1: IBM PS/2 Mouse

The first mouse with this interface was this device from IBM, available at relatively consumer
prices in the late 80s. As you can see (figure 2), there are two mechanical buttons and an embossed
company logo on the top side of the case; in general, the case is minimalistic and, apart from that,
does not contain any additional elements. The bottom contains the ball, and the two arrows on the
ball’s locking ring show the direction to unlock so it can be removed for cleaning the mouse.

Figure 2: IBM PS/2 Mouse, top and bottom views
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Figure 3: IBM PS/2 Mouse with a human hand model

As you can see in figure 3, the trapezoidal shape of the case allows you to wrap your fingers
comfortably around the mouse and press the buttons in the natural position of the hand; however,
the small size of the mouse (figure 4) does not allow the palm of the hand to rest on the body of the
mouse, which puts additional strain on the wrist.

Figure 4: IBM PS/2 Mouse on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

Figure 5: IBM PS/2 Mouse disassembled

IBM PS/2 Mouse internals are shown on figure 5. The mouse is a device with a contact encoder
made in Japan by Alps. Also, massive metal rollers with bearings should be noted, since they are
typical for expensive manipulators.
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