
1989 – Vatek Color Mouse

The Vatek Color-Mouse was released in 1989 by Vatek USA Inc., a computer hardware distributor
incorporated in California the previous year. According to the mouse’s creators, this made Vatek the
first company to officially introduce a multi-color mouse to the market. This priority is not indisputable:
Hawley Mouse House’s 1982 advertising materials feature a drawing of the Mark II X063X Mouse in
dozens of color combinations. But in reality, not many color variants of the Mark II were released;
besides, Hawley Mouse House did not emphasize multi-color, while Vatek not only positioned its
product as such, but even reflected it in the name of the mouse. Finally, Vatek’s statement can be
taken literally, in the sense that the company was the first to introduce a computer mouse to the
market under the name “color mouse”, which is indeed undeniable.

Figure 1: Microsoft Gray-eyed Mouse

The device’s body was made of red, green, yellow or blue plastic, but sometimes also of the standard
beige [1], and was always equipped with two contrasting gray buttons. As you can see (fig. 1), this
particular “color” mouse is beige.

Figure 2: Microsoft Gray-eyed Mouse, top and bottom views

The shape of the mouse copies the second generation Microsoft mouse released in 1985 (known
as the “gray-eyed” mouse due to the color of the buttons). The top of the Vatek Color-Mouse body
reproduces the body of the Microsoft mouse down to the point of identity, with the exception of wider
buttons that are adjacent to each other (fig. 2). At the same time, the main button has a a small
ridge on its right edge for easy tactile identification, which is borrowed from the third generation of
Microsoft mice. At the bottom, you can see a ball with a rubber coating, a locking ring that the user
slides to remove the ball and clean the mouse, a plate with technical data (the FCC code here is only
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mentioned, but some exemplars of this mouse have the code, and it is “E6Q5J8MOUSEX11”), as well
as four low-friction pads. The bottom side does not copy the “gray-eyed” Microsoft mouse (or rather,
does not copy its typical ALPS design), except for the general silhouette and the position of the ball
in the back of the body.

Figure 3: Microsoft Gray-eyed Mouse on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

For obvious reasons, the mouse dimensions were borrowed from Microsoft (fig. 3), in whose case
they were determined by the dimensions of the ALPS unit. In addition to the two-button Color-
Mouse, a three-button mouse version was also released in the same case at the same time: it was sold
under various brands, both well-known and unknown, and various names: Z-Nix Super Hi-Res Mouse,
ProCorp Serial Mouse, SmarTEAM Smart Mouse, etc.

The ergonomics of the Color-Mouse also largely replicates the features of the Microsoft mouse,
due to the same high body, convenient for gripping with a narrow palm, and angled buttons, slightly
different for the better due to the fact that the Vatek buttons are wider. This angular shape of the
buttons was invented by Microsoft as a logical development of the first generation mouse, the buttons
of which were located on the body in front and caused criticism from some reviewers due to the
possibility of accidentally moving the mouse simply by pressing them. In the advertising materials for
the ”gray-eyed” Microsoft mouse, it is mentioned that ”the command buttons that wrap around the
body are designed in such a way that they naturally fit in the palm of any size” [1], but obviously, such
a double position of the buttons also solved the problem of erroneous movements, allowing those who
find it more convenient to press them from above (Fig. 4). Following Microsoft, this angular button
shape appeared in some other mice, and the ones that are most similar to Microsoft, for obvious
reasons, are the Vatek Color-Mouse and its three-button twin, known as the ProCorp Serial Mouse,
etc.

Figure 4: Microsoft Gray-eyed Mouse with a human hand model

The Color-Mouse connects to a computer via a serial port using a 9-pin connector and has a rather
modest resolution of 250 DPI[3].
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An examination of the FCC ID code in the Federal Communications Commission database shows
that the mouse was manufactured by Jow Dian Enterprise Co Ltd., a company registered in California.
The FCC ID code was registered in 1988, but a similar code was also used for a three-button mouse.
Earlier, Microsoft released two generations under one FCC ID code (the very first ”green-eyed” mouse
and the ”gray-eyed” mouse, from which Jow Dian Enterprise borrowed the case shape). A comparison
of the printed circuit board markings of the Color-Mouse and ProCorp Serial Mouse shows that the
Vatek Color-Mouse was the second revision. Therefore, and according to [1], the mouse is dated 1989.

Figure 5: Microsoft Gray-eyed Mouse disassembled

The internal structure of the mouse can be seen in fig. 5. It is clear from the photo that the mouse
has a mechanical encoder, like its prototype from Microsoft, but instead of the more reliable closed
ALPS encoders, a budget option is used here - an open disk encoder, found in mice from the late 80s,
more often intended for home computers of that time, simpler and cheaper than IBM PCs.
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