1995 — MacALLY MTB-01/Fellowes Sphere Trackball

The MTB-01 trackball shown in figure [I] is a typical example of this type of pointing device
most common in the first half of the 1990s. In addition to selling it under the MacALLY brand, the
Taiwanese manufacturer has actively provided it for rebranding. That’s why the MTB-01 model is
often found under other names (although it was released by Fellowes Computerware in 1997).
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Figure 1: Fellowes Trackball

This trackball has a symmetrical design suitable for both right and left handers (figure .
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Figure 2: Fellowes Trackball, top and bottom views

The trackball is large enough (figure [3); the description in the manufacturer’s catalog mentions



the precision control achieved by the large diameter ball, as well as the easy removal of the ball for

cleaning [1].
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Figure 3: Fellowes Trackball on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

When using a trackball, only the hand and finger movements are used for cursor movement oper-
ations. Therefore, the user does not need to move the shoulder and forearm, while the same mouse
operations require the use of almost the entire arm. Therefore, the trackball is often recommended for
users experiencing temporary or permanent problems associated with the shoulder girdle or wrist.

Figure 4: Fellowes Trackball with a human hand model

In terms of ergonomics, we can note the convenient shape of the body and large buttons, but the
location of the buttons cannot be called optimal (figure E[) Using only two buttons symmetrically on
the sides of the device looks aesthetically pleasing, but it forces users to spread their fingers as wide
as possible — especially when both buttons need to be pressed at the same time, which could be used
to emulate a missing third button or to scroll text by rotating the ball.

Trackball internals are shown on figure[5] As you can see, it follows the traditional opto-mechanical
scheme. In addition to symmetrical design, equally convenient for both the left and right hands, the
manufacturer’s advertising focuses on high -quality large area buttons. In terms of compatibility,
Windows support is stated from the version 3.1 [I].



Figure 5: Fellowes Trackball disassembled
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