
1998 — Apple Puck Mouse

The Apple USB mouse, often called the “puck” because of its unusual shape, was developed by
Apple in 1998. It was the first commercially released Apple mouse with a USB connection rather than
the Apple ADB bus. Many reviewers criticized this mouse for its lack of ergonomic design.

Figure 1: Apple Puck Mouse

Unlike most manipulators, this mouse has a round shape, and it also has one button located at
the top, like previous Apple mice. At the same time, the mouse has a gap between the button and the
body, showing exactly where the user should press [1].

Figure 2: Apple Puck Mouse, top and bottom views

The round shape of the mouse has been considered inconvenient by the community due to the
small size of this particular mouse and the tendency to rotate when used. Also due to the small size,
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moving the mouse actually required a lot more finger movement and less wrist movement compared
to larger mice (figure 3, 4).

Figure 3: Apple Puck Mouse on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

Figure 4: Apple Puck Mouse with a human hand model

This was the main reason for the success of overlay adapters, such as the iCatch Mouse Adapter
[2], which gave the mouse a more elongated shape (figure 5).

A printed circuit board and a two-color ball were placed in translucent plastic, which could be
easily seen.

However, a perfectly round body often resulted in errors, as users assumed the mouse was in the
correct orientation when it wasn’t. Later, Apple added a gap to the body of the mouse to help users
feel which direction the mouse was pointing.

Mouse internals are shown on figure 6. It is a typical opto-mechanical device.
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Figure 5: Apple Puck Mouse with cover

Figure 6: Apple Puck Mouse disassembled
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