1998 — Logitech TrackMan Marble FX trackball

Of course, the main distinguishing feature of the Trackman Marble FX trackball (fig. [1)) released
by Logitech in 1998, is its unusual shape, which provides support for the wrist and gives access to the
ball from both sides of the body at once. As planned by the manufacturer, this allows you to move
the ball with either one finger or two fingers at the same time (thumb and forefinger) for maximum
accuracy of small movements of the cursor [IJ.

Figure 1: Logitech TrackMan Marble FX trackball

The complex shape, which suggests thoughts of rocks altered by the long work of wind or waves,
is more in the style of Luigi Colani’s artistic mice and trackballs than any previous Logitech designs.
The trackball turned out to be bright, memorable, and deservedly won the prestigious “IF Design
Award” from iF International Forum Design GmbH [4].

Figure 2: Logitech TrackMan Marble FX, top and bottom views



The TrackMan Marble FX has four keys: three on the left side of the body and one on the right
(fig. . The white buttons are responsible for the standard functions of the mouse buttons, and when
you click on the red button located near the ball, the driver that came with the trackball had to switch
between the cursor movement mode and the scrolling/zooming mode.

A regular pattern of dark dots on the surface of the ball is needed for an optical sensor. The
trackball is connected to the computer via the PS/2 interface.

Figure 3: Logitech TrackMan Marble FX on a graduated pad with a grid step of 1 cm

The TrackMan Marble FX is larger and has a larger ball than previous Logitech trackballs (fig. .
The trackball is asymmetrical and is intended for right-handed use only, while the slope and curves of
the body are designed to keep the user’s wrist in the most natural position possible (fig. .
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Figure 4: Logitech TrackMan Marble FX with a human hand model

Articles published in ZDNET [3] and in Computer Gaming World magazine [2] noted that the
TrackMan Marble FX is quite comfortable to use, but the hole in the case, designed to allow the ball
to be moved with fingers from both sides, does not very suitable for this purpose due to its small size
(rather, it has an aesthetic function, and also makes it easier to remove the ball from the body for
cleaning). In addition, the wrist rest part of the case has received mixed reactions from some users,
who would have preferred more flexibility through the use of a detachable accessory in this role.



Trackball internals are shown on figure 5| It reveals the design similar to an optical mouse that
reads brightness changes using a special pad with a grid applied on it (the pattern on the ball plays
the role of the grid).

Figure 5: Logitech TrackMan Marble FX trackball disassembled
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