


Vessara gathered residue samples like
each glowing shard was both payment
and evidence.

I had expected a victory breath. =
The Guardians were already BATTLE REPORT
preparing the report. e ol Site

Status: Cleansed

I WILD ZoNE SUBNET

, lden Hode Pathway




Most prospectors waited until
their packs were heavy before
returning to the city-state.

Guardians carried something more
valuable than residue: fresh
patterns of corruption.

The Arcanum Guard paid for reports
fast enough to adjust a defense grid
before the next wound opened.
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That meant the team lived between
two dangers: the Wild Zones in
front of them and the city
narrative behind them.




A local solar cycle was twenty-eight
hours. Kaelen and Vessara had been
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In that time, they had
earned only three full
rest periods.

Quasar translated the log | GUARDIAN ACTIVITY LOG
into a number I could feel:

four hours of deep sleep | CYCLES WORKED: 7

every three cycles. | FULL REST PERIODS EARNED: 3 0SLE0-00

DEEP SLEEP TOTAL: 09:20:00 R

CYCLE LENGTH: 28:00:00
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‘K DEEP SLEEP: 04:00:00 EVERY 3 CYCLES

The Wild Zones did not only
corrupt the land. They trained
heroes to ignore their own
breaking points.




The city supplied vitality stimulants
to field operatives, sharp little
miracles with sharp little costs.
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A hero team could survive that
way for a while. A world should
not require them to.
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Corruption did not care where

life began. Root, fang, flower,

wing: all of it could be rewritten. [ECFZ.
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Beasts that fed on corrupted
flora grew stronger, angrier, and
easier for anomalies to pull into
violence.

Plants changed differently.
Vines learned to move. Flowers
learned to trap. Hunger became
architecture.

Every mutation fed the network,
and the network fed the next
mutation.




Then | asked what happened
when the victim was intelligent
enough to know they were changing.

Kaelen said higher minds gave
corruption more pathways to
fracture.

Vessara called the worst symptom
false hunger: a starving command
from a body that could no longer
understand food.







