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She came toward us slowly,

as if every step had to fight
the body carrying it.
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The corruption burned
around her mouth,
but her eyes still
knew fear.

ey

Residue was not food.
The hunger only told
her it was.

That made her harder
to fight, not easier.




We backed away because
killing her was the wrong answer.

We backed away because
letting her touch us might be the
last mistake we ever made.
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Teleporting her to the gate
without warning could save us 3 d
and get her killed. . : N\
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The path ended in a

N wall of natural crystal.
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Then she missed
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We were out of room, so
the plan became smaller
than a sentence.

Vessara threw the catalysts
where I could reach them
without letting her get close.

I teleported the vials into
the space above the bandit.




The catalysts gave
Kaelen an opening,
not a solution.

Blue containment lines
wrapped the bandit's corrupted
field and shook like wire under
too much weight.

Quasar finally punched
a warning through the static:
containment team standing by.
C l_f > i 1
‘| WESTERN PERIMETER GATE
CONTAINMENT TEAM: STANDBY
| ETA: 02:17
STATUS: SECURE LINK @

=" | SIGNAL QUALITY
- 38% koo - U
. a f”]‘IhF‘l_i-lrliillllipllmi,

Kaelen gave me thirty
seconds before the
suit overloaded.




First, I moved the team
out of the corner.

Her strike destroyed the place
where we had been standing.

Then I sent her to the gate, where
the gquards were ready to contain
instead of execute.

We saved her life.
Kaelen's suit paid the price.




