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1 Introduction

In this entry, I will share my thoughts, as I came across something quite
interesting, in a manner that I haven’t thought about before. I came across
this thing at a place I often go shopping at in Finchley, a Japanese grocery
store in called Atari-ya (アタリヤ) , and outside there are a few boxes
that are filled with 3 types of magazine, all free. The first couple of types
are British news journals in Japanese, and the final type is a magazine with
information about preparation and available international schools and top
schools which provide support for returning Japanese students who attended
schools elsewhere in the world.

I mean, I’m quite amazed these magazines/news journals are free, and they
are very good practice for my Japanese so it’s essentially two birds with one
stone. That aside, the returning international student magazine (帰国便
利帳) (https://www.kikoku-benricho.com/) is quite a hefty magazine, 200
pages consisting of some interviews with international Japanese students,
or/and people who are rather successful, and have a thing or two to share
with regards to education, as well as a catalogue of international schools in
Japan for returnees to attend, should they wish to do so.

It’s rather interesting to flick through it, since there are plenty of promotional
photos in the catalogue section, showcasing the international schools and
students in clubs or in the classroom. It includes elementary schools, through
to universities, as well as SSHs, SGUs and SGHs, respectively being ‘Super
Science High schools’, ‘Super Global Universities’, and ‘Super Global High
schools’. It is a rather odd naming convention to include ‘super’, but I imagine
the names are self explanatory, and so it is easy to see what is emphasised
within such schools, as they focus on internationalism, and science, and seem
to be quite high standard.

In particular, as I flicked through, I came across an elementary school (西武
学園文理小学校) (Seibu gakuen bunri shougakkou) (https://www.seibubunri-
es.ed.jp/) whose statement by the headteacher was rather catching. Now,
starting in the next section, I want to talk about what I saw, because it was
quite thought provoking, and made me think a bit more on education as a
whole.
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2 Looking at a Few Individual Schools

Figure 2.1: Screenshot of Seibu gakuen’s website, which states the educa-
tional philosophy they use

Figure 2.1 shows that this school, although an elementary school, has a rather
refined and strongth philosophy, if not ethos also. Translated, the philosophy
is composed of 3 main ideas: Growing the heart, Growing intellectual ability,
and Growing a sense of internationalism.

Within growing the heart, it says that students are taught to appreciate a
sense of thankfulness, kindness, and motivation for doing things.

Within growing intellectual ability, it says that students are taught the expe-
rience the joy of learning, to affirm learning ability, creativity, and presenting
and forming ideas.

Within growing a sense of internationalism, it says students are exposed to
English within the school, whilst laying the foundation of an identity within
Japanese culture for the students.
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Whilst reading this, I saw it as quite an achievement to have this kind of
philosophy, and ten times more the achievement if students sought to live
out this philosophy within the school. The headteacher also says, in the
magazine, not website, that they aim to raise the world’s top elite with this
philosophy. I was rather moved at this point, having read the philosophy in
the magazine. We are talking about an elementary school after all, not middle
school, or even high school, which was rather inspiring since they are putting
this much effort in to laying the foundations of these student’s abilities.
There’s something quite key also, within the philosophy itself. There is an
emphasis on teaching manners, etiquette, and essentially giving students the
kit to integrate into society. There is an emphasis on giving students the
ability to gain knowledge, giving them the way to obtain it, the way to
handle it, and the way to use it, which is something I think some students
may not have the best capability to do in higher stages of education, due
to a lack of it being taught in lower stages. So far, we have students who
have gained appreciation of kindness, motivation, societal manner, and the
ability to handle information, knowledge and ideas. With the third part of
the philosophy, we now also have students who have a sense that the world
is far larger that they would have thought, a sense that there is more to
what’s happening, than just what is in their country. Not only that, but
they are exposed to a language and culture that is from another country also
(English), and at such a young age, which I think is no less than a good
thing.

So, to compare to my experience of the UK education system, I think there is
a real lack of emphasis on the first and third philosophies, that this elemen-
tary school puts forward, and also a possible lack in teaching students the
importance on knowing how to use, handle, and apply knowledge through
basic reasoning. But more than anything, I think what students would ben-
efit the most from is the sense of internationalism, especially whilst they are
young, and can adapt to other languages and cultures rather easily. Through-
out my education, languages were not compulsory, and frankly I was glad to
have less work as a child, but only because I did not know how important
languages could be at the time. I did not see the importance of Spanish, for
example, because I wasn’t fully aware of the roles Spanish speaking coun-
tries had in the world, nor the extent of their media and creative exports. Of
course, there are dangers in forcing a student to learn something they don’t
want to learn, but I fear there is a higher danger in not addressing their
motivations first, which ought to be emphasised more, I think, in the lower
stages of education.
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There is an extent, of course, when I look back on my own school life in
primary school, to which I feel as though I didn’t learn much. Now, this
may simply be because I have forgotten, or because what was taught was so
foundational that I simply overlook it now, but I don’t find that it as fully
packed as the later stages of education such as GCSEs. I know very well
that at such a young age, we are only but children, and school is only but
an element of our childhoods. What I wouldn’t want is for us to be learning
advanced algebra at such a young age, I don’t envision a school whereby
younger students are shoved with knowledge and told to remember it. That
is not what I see as being lacked, for I think it would be far better to fill
primary education more with a sense of world culture and language, a sense
of societal manner, and a sense of methodology for handling knowledge. Not
bland information to memorise, but to take advantage of the active minds
those young students would have, in order to teach them skills. In this
philosophy, what is provided is much less knowledge, but rather ways, ways of
seeing the world, ways of learning, ways of adapting, ways of sharing, ways of
speaking, and ways of interacting. It is those methods, that can be taught to
such students, and those methods that will undoubtedly be useful throughout
their lives. Methods that, I don’t think, were being emphasised enough in
my education. And so, I think this philosophy is extremely profound, in that
it teaches methodology, not just content, and so students still have a lively
period of education, since methodology is never dry, unlike content, since
methodology is active and moving, since it is a collection of innumerable
processes.

On the note of primary education, I will probably write an entry in the
‘Education’ series in the ‘World’ section of my writings. However, one thing
to note here, is that I honestly think this particular school is going about a
complete, primary education in the right way. However, all of the schools in
the catalogue, including this one, seem to be top class, and so all seem to be
paid schools, as I will show now.
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Figure 2.2: Screenshot of Seibu gakuen’s website, which states the school
fees

As you can see, although it is in Japanese, the fees are outlined for each year.
Now, 145万円 for the first year is roughly £10,000, if not slightly more.
That is no easy sum for the first year in an elementary school. I can say
that I would be in more debt from elementary school than all the 4 years
of university, should I have attended Seibu gakuen, since over the 6 years of
elementary school, it is roughly £50,000, yet at my university, it is £36,000.
If there is one thing I grossly disagree with, it is not only the amount of
money needed, but the principle itself, of a modern, paid education.

I need not do anything more than flick to the next page from Seibu gakuen in
the magazine, to find another school, 昌平 , Shouhei, which runs a middle
and high school. I also show the fees for this school in figure 2.3. For the
total of 3 years at their high school, it is the equivalent of around £13,500.
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Figure 2.3: Screenshot of Shouhei’s website, which states the school fees

9



I do not wish to oppose the prices both these schools put up, for I did not
think about whether their education was worth the amounts they stated or
not, as in reality such prices are simply logistical, and the education I am
sure in priceless. What caught my attention was paid education, as a whole.
You see, I haven’t really thought about it, since all my schooling was free,
and so was all my friend’s. So, by looking at this magazine, it really did
get me thinking. In a modern world, a paid education really is something
of a backwards step. You see, without a doubt, both Seibu gakuen and
Shouhei probably provide an outstanding education, and it seems like they
do from their website and the magazine, however it begs the question, should
such a complete, full, applicable, practical, and enriching education not be
available to students simply on the basis that they are unable to pay for it?
Of course, of course, there is no child on this Earth that does not deserve as
high a class education as possible, not one. It is for the sake of our future
I say this, and I’m sure you would agree, but isn’t that the problem? The
notion of paid, high class education, offers a brilliant future for students, yet
as a requirement their parents must have made enough money in the past
to be able to send their students to such establishments. And so what we
have, is a wonderful future promise, based on outcomes of the past, which is
more or less a continuity across certain families who have the money, not a
betterment in the number of families who can obtain that money. And so, is
not a definite increase in the number of students capable of attaining such an
education. And I would say that the hope is, that more and more families,
gain more and more money in order to send their children to such schools,
but that is not guaranteed.

As I have hopefully been able to show you, the schools in the catalogue seem
to be of a high standard, offering a very rich education, which can only result
in making the most capable students, who can go out into the world later
in life, fully equipped, in spirit and in mind. That is the point. That is,
most certainly, the point. What else would be necessary aside from, first of
all, teaching children to be fully capable, fully aware, and as knowledgeable
as possible, so that they may be able to tackle the problems of the future,
which may very well be the most painstaking problems in the whole of human
history to come. That is the erroneous nature of a modern, paid education.
It implies that higher education, first of all, is optional, that education is
compulsory, but this higher kind of education is additional. Why else would
these paid schools exists along side regular, compulsory schools. We all
know, it would be better, for a child’s education, and I don’t necessarily say
childhood, to send them to a paid school on the basis that the education is of
a higher standard. But, the fact that this higher standard of education is not
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compulsory, is what I cannot agree with. Of course, I would not agree with
a compulsory, paid, higher standard of education, but rather a free, highest
possible standard of education. Not just logistically, but the highest standard
capable regardless. We all know, I hope, that this should be the case, but
the problem lies in the fact that paid schools today, no matter how much I
cannot agree with such a principle, in the modern world, are paid for a reason.
They do require monetary support to function. That is where I think there
needs to be a sacrifice made. I would like to think that in the future, we will
have education provided for children, on a even higher standard than that
provided at Eton College, a standard of education that promotes creativity,
with also, the practical considerations of what would be required in such a
future world. A fine balance, of an education system that attends to the
needs of the world and society, whilst maintaining an utmost active, strong,
and unbending element of human spirit. A system that is efficient, yet does
not compromise on the inherent human nature of its students, and of society.
We are far from that type of education, for it would require redefining not
only the education system, but also building it into the systems that support
it today, integrating it into the very government, and fully, and even then,
that would require many changes within government itself.
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3 Final Remarks

And so, to finish off, I will say that what I gained from looking at the mag-
azine for returning international Japanese students, was simply a strong,
absolutely necessary affirmation of the need for free, high standard educa-
tion, everywhere, and for everyone. It simply does not sit right, imagining a
future where children are disadvantaged, because the circumstances of their
parents cannot allow them to receive the highest possible standard of educa-
tion. What we need, in today’s world, more than ever, really, more than ever,
is an investment in the future, for the future. I have emphasised many things
in this entry, and I certainly do so for good reason. Withholding education,
and also as high a standard of education as possible, from children, is most
certainly no joke, as it may cost nothing less than our future as a human
race. In today’s world, education is not even merely a pillar of society, I
would stretch it further, with more than any good amount of reason, and
say that education is now the founding pillar of society, if we want any more
than a drop of hope, in being able to tackle the problems of the future globe.

The notion of paid education almost implies that many children are not
capable of attaining such a high standard of education, due to lack of ability.
Simply as if they are not suited to it, and that that, is that. I doubt it has
much to do with class any more, although that may be the case in some parts
of the world. Now, education is not optional, nor additional. With modern
science and technology, education is an absolute necessity for anyone and
everyone. And so, if a student is deemed to be incapable of attaining a
high standard education, the fault lies with the education system, for not
catering for all the possible mechanisms of learning, those being not only in
theory, but also in practice. I am not sure about how to put it into the right
words, but I will say that the most dire and appalling implication, that a
modern, paid education makes, is that there is division among children in
world, such that some will pay, and some will not pay, some will get a high
standard of education, and some will not. This implicit division, is terrible.
In all manner of traditions and expectations of the past, there is no fault
with paid education. But, but, in this modern world, when we must, without
blinking, look to the future, in order to overcome our present, we cannot allow
the implications of the past to continue, if those implications will provide a
hindrance, and in this case, they most certainly do. For a future where all
children receive the highest standard of education, and are given such an
education as an implicit sacrifice for the betterment of our future, thus given
such an education, without the need to pay for anything more than the simple
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materials needed, for that, we must change our education systems.

Anyhow, the magazine got me thinking, and so I have written this, and I do
hope it may have got you thinking too.

Thank you for reading.

END
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