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Purana Background

Once Mahavishnu worshipped Bhagavan Shiva by a thousand lotuses.
But one lotus collected for that disappeared. He offered His own eye which
was akin to a lotus. Shiva appeared and bestowed His Friend the eye and
additionally the Chakra.

The sthala purana says that this happened at Thiruveezhimizhalai
kshetram in Tiruvarur District of Thamizhagam. Due to this the Swami
there is known as Netrarpaneshvara (in Tamil Veezhinathar).

The names uttered by Mahavishnu to worship Shiva at that occasion are
given in the 98th Adhyaya of the Linga Purana Purvardha. Researchers say
that there are 11 Shiva Sahasranamas. But the speciality of this is unique in
that it was composed by the Supreme God Vishnu to worship the Supreme
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God Shiva.

A scholar by name Ganesha Ballala has composed a vyakhyana on the
Linga Purana by name “Shiva Toshini”.

Chanting this for unity

Our Shri Chandrashekharendra Sarasvati Shricharana, Shankaracharya
of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, has given the following benefit for this Sahas-
ranama -

“Due to the state of the times, disunity is seen nowadays at various lev-
els. Due to this, between spouses, siblings, parents-children and such sur-
rounding family, friends, institutions, communities, regions and nations,
separation, quarrels and even upto wars may happen. Chanting this is an
excellent remedy to that.”

We can understand that the Acharya has stated this effect for this stotra
signifying unity of Hari-Hara. It is also notable that in “Advaita Akshara Ma-
lika”, the golden jubilee publication of Advaita Sabha, an institution of our
Shrimatam, the very first article titled “Shiva Vishnu Abheda in Bhagavat-
pada Siddhanta” was composed by the Acharya Himself.

May Hari-Hara, and our Shricharana who advised “Maitreem Bhajata”
bless us with unity, which is the practical form of Advaital

Jaya Jaya Shankara Hara Hara Shankara!
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Glory of Shiva Nama
When the deluge of Kali has inundated the entire world, the dharma-s
enjoined for the varnashrama-s have become submerged. The methods of
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worship like meditation have also disappeared. This being clear, oh Shiva
Nama, you alone shine with success for protection of this world.

(Verse 3 of the Akhya Shashti of Tiruvisainallur Shridhara Venkatesha
Ayyaval)
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O destroyer of the three asura fortresses! When Mahavishnu was placing
a thousand lotuses at Your feet, one disappeared. So He took and offered His
own eye which was akin to a lotus. This high devotion took the form of the
Sudarshana chakra which You gave Him and protects the three worlds!
(Verse 19 of the Shiva Mahimnah Stotram of Pushpadanta)
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Maitrim Bhajata!

. Practice friendship which can win everyone’s hearts!
See others as you would see yourself!

Shun wars and (unnecessary) competition!

Stop improperly encroaching into others’ (territory)!

Mother Earth is the (the divine cow Kamadhenu) fulfiller of (all) needs.

AN O WD =

. God (our) Father is benevolent towards all. (This being so what is gained
by conflict!)
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7. O people! Control your desires! Share (and enjoy)! Be merciful!

8. (By acting thus) may all people attain supreme prosperity!

This song, an upadesha of Shri Chandrashekharendra Sarasvati Shricha-
rana, the 68th Shankaracharya of the Jagadguru Peetam our Shri Kanchi Ka-
makoti Mulamnaya Sarvajna Peetam, was sung by Smt M S Subbulakshmi on
1966 October 23 in today’s world’s highest civil administrative forum, the
United Nations General Assembly.
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