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 Jewish American Views on the 2024 Election (Part II)   

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• American Jews expressed acute concern over issues of antisemitism 
in the United States, with 54% saying it is a “very serious” problem 
compared to only 27% of non-Jews who held the same view.  

• On the issue of Islamophobia, Jewish Americans voiced much more 
concern than non-Jews, with 40% saying it is a “very serious” 
problem compared to only 25% of non-Jews expressing such high 
levels of concern.  

• When asked whether they would support restrictions “prohibiting 
speech that opposes Israel’s existence as a Jewish state” on college 
campuses, Jews were significantly more likely to support such speech 
bans, with 39% of Jews and 21% of non-Jews strongly or somewhat 
in support. 

 Introduction 

Following Part I of this report, this second report explores the views and 
preferences of a national sample of American Jews on issues of antisemitism, 
Islamophobia, and campus speech restrictions, following the U.S. college protests 
throughout 2024. 

Building on CHIP50’s February 2024 report, “How Do Americans Feel about Israel, 
Palestine, Jews, and Muslims?”, the current report, based on a national survey 
fielded in August 30 to October 8, 2024, compares the responses of American Jews 
(n=907) to non-Jews among the full national sample of all U.S. persons (N=27,933).  

https://www.chip50.org/reports/jewish-american-views-on-the-2024-election-part-i
https://www.chip50.org/reports/how-do-americans-feel-about-israel-palestine-jews-and-muslims
https://www.chip50.org/reports/how-do-americans-feel-about-israel-palestine-jews-and-muslims
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This method allows for a deeper look at the distinctive concerns of persons of 
Jewish faith and descent, relative to the wider pool of non-Jewish American 
respondents.  

The following are key highlights from the survey. A full data table of relevant 
findings is available in the Appendix.    

Concerns over Antisemitism 

American Jews expressed acute concern over issues of antisemitism in the United 
States, with 54% saying it is a “very serious” problem and 35% saying it is 
“somewhat” of a problem. This compares with only 27% of non-Jews characterizing 
antisemitism as a very serious problem, and 45% saying it is somewhat of a 
problem. Overall, nearly 3 in 10 non-Jews (29%) believe that antisemitism is either 
not much of a problem or not a problem at all. 

 

Figure 1. 
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Comparing Younger, Older Jews on Antisemitism 

We also investigated how older (age 48 and above) and younger (below 48) 
American Jews view the issue of antisemitism in U.S. society. (Age 48 is the median 
age in the entire sample.) Overall, older Jewish respondents were much more 
concerned, with 59% calling it a “very serious” problem; this compares with only 
39% of younger Jews expressing similar views. Fewer than 1 in 10 older Jewish 
respondents thought antisemitism was not a problem or not much of a problem, 
while more than a quarter of younger Jews (26%) had similar doubts about the 
significance of such discriminatory views.  

These numbers are suggestive of a generational difference in views of the 
seriousness of antisemitism. This may reflect a generational shift (cohort effects), 
or reflect age effects, where older people have had more opportunity to experience 
antisemitism, and younger Jewish people may shift their beliefs about the 
seriousness of anti-Semitism as they get older. 

 

Figure 2. 
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Jewish Concern over Islamophobia  

On the issue of Islamophobia, Jewish Americans voiced much more concern than 
non-Jews, with 40% saying it is a “very serious” problem, compared with only 25% 
of non-Jews expressing such high levels of concern. More than three-quarters 
(76%) of all Jewish respondents felt that negative views toward Muslims and Islam 
were either a very serious problem or somewhat of a problem. About one-quarter 
of Jews (24%) and one-third of non-Jews surveyed (30%) said Islamophobia is not 
a problem or not much of a problem.  

 

Figure 3. 

Campus Speech and Anti-Israel Rhetoric 

Given the many college campus protests earlier in 2024 over Israel’s military 
incursion into Gaza, we also asked respondents how they viewed speech hostile to 
the existence of the state of Israel. When asked whether they would support 
“prohibiting speech that opposes Israel’s existence as a Jewish state,” Jews were 
significantly more likely to support speech restrictions (39% of Jews; 21% of non-
Jews strongly or somewhat support.) Our findings suggest, however, that Jews are 
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much more likely to have an opinion on the matter either way: 36% of non-Jews 
indicated they neither oppose nor support speech bans, compared to only 19% of 
Jewish respondents who declined to take a position.  

 

Figure 4. 

Banning Hamas Support on Campus 

When asked about policies banning speech on college campuses supporting the 
Palestinian militant group Hamas, Jewish respondents favor such a ban (41% in 
support, 34% in opposition); while non-Jewish respondents are against it (25% vs. 
31%). Notably, Jews generally had stronger opinions on the issue either way: Some 
36% of non-Jews neither supported nor opposed restrictions, compared to only 
19% of Jews.   
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Figure 5. 

 

Conclusion 

This report finds that, on broader domestic matters, Jews expressed greater 
concern over antisemitism than non-Jews, but older Jewish respondents are much 
more concerned than younger Jews, a difference that merits investigation in future 
research. Jewish Americans also thought Islamophobia was a more serious concern 
than non-Jews did. Further, a plurality of Jews supported restrictions on college 
campus rhetoric and protests that are either pro-Hamas or anti-Israel, but 
significant numbers of Jewish respondents also opposed restrictions on speech.  
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Appendix A: Data Tables 

Values in parentheses represent margins of error at the 95 percent confidence level. 

Table 1. How much of a problem are the following issues in the US today? – 
Antisemitism, All Ages 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Not a problem 35 3.9% (1.3%) 282 8.7% (1%) 

Not much of a 
problem 

68 7.5% (1.7%) 637 19.6% (1.4%) 

Somewhat of a 
problem 

313 34.6% (3.1%) 1452 44.7% (1.7%) 

A very serious 
problem 

489 54% (3.2%) 878 27% (1.5%) 

Total 905 100% 3249 100% 
 
Table 2. How much of a problem are the following issues in the US today? – 
Antisemitism, Below Age 48 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Not a problem 35 8.8% (2.8%) 201 11% (1.4%) 

Not much of a 
problem 

66 16.5% (3.6%) 410 22.4% (1.9%) 

Somewhat of a 
problem 

145 36.2% (4.7%) 826 45.1% (2.3%) 

A very serious 
problem 

154 38.5% (4.8%) 393 21.5% (1.9%) 

Total 400 100% 1830 100% 
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Table 3. How much of a problem are the following issues in the US today? – 
Antisemitism, Age 48 and Above 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Not a problem 7 1.4% (1%) 70 4.9% (1.1%) 

Not much of a 
problem 

23 4.6% (1.8%) 223 15.6% (1.9%) 

Somewhat of a 
problem 

177 35% (4.2%) 654 45.8% (2.6%) 

A very serious 
problem 

298 59% (4.3%) 482 33.7% (2.5%) 

Total 505 100% 1429 100% 

 
 
Table 4. How much of a problem are the following issues in the US today? – 
Islamophobia 
 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Not a problem 71 7.8% (1.7%) 316 9.7% (1%) 

Not much of a 
problem 

143 15.8% (2.4%) 664 20.5% (1.4%) 

Somewhat of a 
problem 

327 36.1% (3.1%) 1452 44.8% (1.7%) 

A very serious 
problem 

365 40.4% (3.2%) 811 25% (1.5%) 

Total 905 100% 3242 100% 
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Table 5. When it comes to campus protests related to Israel, do you support or 
oppose the following? Prohibiting speech that opposes Israel’s existence as a 
Jewish state. 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Strongly oppose 203 22.5% (2.7%) 637 19.5% (1.4%) 

Somewhat 
oppose 

137 15.2% (2.3%) 489 15% (1.2%) 

Neither oppose 
nor support 

167 18.5% (2.5%) 1172 36% (1.6%) 

Somewhat 
support 

106 11.7% (2.1%) 339 10.4% (1%) 

Strongly support 242 26.7% (2.9%) 355 10.9% (1.1%) 

No opinion 49 5.4% (1.5%) 265 8.1% (0.9%) 

Total 905 100% 3258 100% 
 

Table 6. When it comes to campus protests related to Israel, do you support or 
oppose the following? Prohibiting speech that supports Hamas. 

 Jewish Respondents Non-Jewish Respondents 

 Count Percent (MOE) Count Percent (MOE) 

Strongly oppose 188 20.8% (2.6%) 559 17.2% (1.3%) 

Somewhat 
oppose 

118 13.1% (2.2%) 460 14.2% (1.2%) 

Neither oppose 
nor support 

173 19.1% (2.6%) 1156 35.6% (1.6%) 

Somewhat 
support 

111 12.3% (2.1%) 347 10.7% (1.1%) 

Strongly support 266 29.4% (3%) 450 13.8% (1.2%) 

No opinion 47 5.2% (1.5%) 277 8.5% (1%) 

Total 904 100% 3249 100% 
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