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‘‘
‘‘

“…. Morning by morning he awakens 

me and opens my understanding to his 

will. The Sovereign Lord has spoken to 

me, and I have listened...” 

- Isaiah 50:4-5 (NLT)

I



This unique devotional is birthed by the inspiration of the Spirit 

of God, with the aim of awakening you to God’s purposes and 

realities for your life. Awake Daily Devotional will encourage you 

and help establish a Bible study routine, making it easier to 

remain consistent in studying God's Word. It will enhance your 

spiritual growth, build your faith, deepen your understanding of 

Scripture, and enrich your Christian living.

Awake Daily Devotional is a monthly publication featuring 

articles for each day of the month. As you read through its 

pages, you will experience the rich presence of God and the 

refreshment of His Word, helping you to develop intimacy with 

God and an enduring walk with him. God bless you!
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An uplifting devotional for each day - In order to get the most 

from this devotional, don’t just speed-read each article. Interact 

with it by carefully reading and meditating on the article for each 

day. Personalize each content.

Inspiring Bible quotations - There are multiple scriptures for 

you to have a deep dive and further study of each day’s article. 

Daily prayer / Declaration - There are prayers / declarations for 

each day’s article. Boldly say the prayers/ declarations out loud 

to yourself.

Daily Bible reading plan - Diligently follow the daily bible 

reading plan for each article to help you go through the entire 

bible from page to page within a year.

ACRONYMS OF BIBLE TRANSLATIONS IN USE:

The Amplified Bible - AMP
The Amplified Classic Bible - AMPC
American Standard Version - ASV
Contemporary English Version - CEV
Easy-To- Read -Version - ERV
Good News Bible - GNB
International Standard Version - ISV
The Message Translation - MSG
New Living Translation - NLT
New King James Version - NKJV
New American Standard Bible - NASB

FEATURING:
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New International Version - NIV
Revised Standard Version - RSV
The Living Bible - TLB
The Passion Translation - TPT
King James Version - KJV
God’s Word Translation - GW

For prayers, testimonies and sponsorships, reach out to us. 

Prayer For You

As you read this devotional, I pray you experience the incredible 

hope and joy that come from God. May you walk in divine 

alignment, fulfill your purpose in Christ, and bear fruitful seeds 

for God's glory, in Jesus' name. Amen!
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T
he Christian life is not sustained by occasional moments 

with God. It is sustained by continual fellowship with 

Him. Jesus used the picture of a vine and its branches to 

show that spiritual life, strength, and fruitfulness all come from 

remaining connected to Him.

The word abide means to remain, to continue, or to dwell. It 

describes a relationship that is constant rather than occasional. 

Just as a branch cannot survive apart from the vine, a believer 

cannot flourish apart from Christ.

Many people try to live the Christian life through determination 

alone. They rely on their own ability to overcome temptation, 

maintain peace, or spiritual growth. But Jesus made it clear that 

lasting fruit comes from abiding in Him, not from human effort.

Abiding in Christ means making Him the center of everyday life. 

It means spending time in His Word, speaking with Him in 

prayer, and responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit. As this 

relationship deepens, His character begins to shape ours.

A branch does not struggle to produce fruit. It simply remains 

connected to the vine. In the same way, spiritual growth is the 

Abide In Christ  
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“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
      and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
          without me ye can do nothing.” — John 15:5
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result of staying connected to Christ. As we remain in Him, love 

becomes more evident, and to yield becomes a natural 

response to His presence. 

There will be seasons when life becomes busy or faced with 

challenges. Those are often the moments when believers are 

most tempted to neglect fellowship with God. Yet, those are the 

very times we need Him most. Strength for today and hope for 

tomorrow are found in Christ.

Jesus invites us to remain in Him because He knows that 

everything needed for a fruitful life is found in His presence. 

Stay connected to Christ. A life that abides in Him will never lack 

what is needed to fulfill God's purpose.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You because Christ is the source of my life and 

strength. Thank You for the privilege of living in constant 

fellowship with You. My heart remains focused in Your Word, 

and my life continues to draw strength from Your presence. 

Thank You because the Holy Spirit continually produces His 

fruit within me, and my life will bring glory to You. In Jesus' 

Name, Amen.

Å+1 (463) 336-6108 awakedaily@flcusa.org6
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I
f God has entrusted you with an assignment, He also 

expects you to handle it with wisdom and diligence. 

Spirituality should never become an excuse for poor 

planning or disorder. God can work through miracles, but He 

also works through preparation, order, and faithful stewardship.

As you read Nehemiah 2:5–17, notice how Nehemiah 

approached the task before him. He did not act impulsively. 

Before leaving for Jerusalem, he knew exactly what he needed. 

He asked the king for permission to go, requested letters to 

ensure safe passage, and asked for timber to rebuild the gates 

(Nehemiah 2:7–8). When he arrived in Jerusalem, he did not 

rush into the work. He quietly inspected the broken walls before 

presenting his plans to the people (Nehemiah 2:11–15).

You can learn an important lesson from his example. Being 

organized makes you more effective. It helps you manage what 

God has placed in your hands and prepares you to fulfill your 

purpose with excellence. Many believers have great potential, 

and some even occupy positions of influence, yet they struggle 

because their lives lack order. Opportunities are missed, 

responsibilities are neglected, and progress is delayed 

because everything is approached without preparation.

Be Organized    
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“And the king granted me, according to the
          good hand of my God upon me.”
                 — Nehemiah 2:8

Sunday, August  2, 2026
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Take time to plan. Be intentional with your schedule. Prepare 

before opportunities arrive. Keep your commitments. Good 

organization is not a sign that you are relying on yourself; it is 

evidence that you are being a faithful steward of what God has 

entrusted to you.

At the same time, never mistake good planning for the source of 

your success. Although Nehemiah was an excellent leader, he 

knew where his wisdom and favor came from. He said, “The 

good hand of my God was upon me” (Nehemiah 2:8). His 

organization opened doors, but God's hand made the work 

successful.

As you pursue the purpose God has given you, be diligent in 

your preparation and dependent on His grace. Plan carefully, 

but trust completely in the Lord. When your efforts are guided by 

God's hand, your work will bear lasting fruit.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You for every assignment You have entrusted to 

me. Thank You because Your hand is upon my life, giving me 

wisdom in every decision I make. I will be a faithful steward of 

my time, my opportunities, and the gifts You have given me. My 

life will reflect order, diligence, and excellence because You are 

directing my steps. Thank You for causing the work of my hands 

to prosper as I walk in obedience to You. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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I
n a world filled with uncertainty, fear, danger, and instability, 

many people are searching for security. Some place their 

trust in money, influence, connections, or human systems, 

hoping those things will protect them. But earthly security can 

fail. Only God remains completely dependable.

The word safety speaks of protection, preservation, refuge, and 

security from harm. Scripture continually reveals God as a 

place of refuge for His people. In Christ, believers find safety for 

the soul as well as confidence during difficult seasons.

Proverbs 18:10 describes the name of the Lord as a strong 

tower. In ancient times, a strong tower was a place of protection 

where people fled during danger or attack. It was built to 

withstand pressure and keep those inside secure. Scripture 

uses this picture to show the safety found in God.

Jesus never promised believers a life without challenges, but 

He continually assured them of His presence through every 

storm. In John 16:33, He said, “In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 

Christ remains steady even when life feels uncertain.  

Many people live constantly overwhelmed by fear because their 

9
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Christ Is Your Safety

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous
      runneth into it, and is safe.” — Proverbs 18:10



confidence is rooted mainly in temporary things. Fear grows 

wherever trust in God weakens. But when the heart becomes 

established in Christ, peace begins to replace anxiety.

Psalm 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very 

present help in trouble.” Notice Scripture says present help. 

God is not distant during hardship. He remains near to His 

people. Christ is also the safety of the soul. Sin destroys, 

deceives, and separates people from God, but salvation 

through Christ brings reconciliation and eternal security. In Him, 

believers are forgiven, preserved, and brought into relationship 

with the Father.

Trusting Christ does not mean living carelessly or ignoring 

wisdom. It means living with confidence that no matter what 

happens, God remains faithful and His hand remains upon 

those who belong to Him. A heart resting in Christ finds peace 

even during uncertain times because true safety is found in 

Him.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You because Christ remains my refuge and safety 

in every season. Thank You because Your presence surrounds 

and preserves my life daily. Fear, anxiety, and uncertainty will 

not rule my heart because my confidence is established in You. 

Thank You for the peace and security found in Christ alone. My 

heart remains steady because You are faithful through every 

circumstance. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

Å+1 (463) 336-6108 awakedaily@flcusa.org10
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T
here will be times when you see a fellow believer making 

choices that are contrary to God's Word. Remaining 

silent may seem easier, but genuine love does not 

ignore sin that is leading someone away from God.

In Luke 17:3, Jesus said, “If thy brother trespass against thee, 

rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.” The word rebuke 

means to express disapproval of sinful or wrong behavior with 

the hope of bringing about repentance. Its purpose is not to 

shame or embarrass someone. It is to help them return to the 

right path.

Before you correct someone, examine your own heart. Ask 

yourself why you are speaking. Is your desire to restore them, or 

simply to prove that you are right? Correction offered without 

love often wounds more than it heals. The apostle Paul wrote, 

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 

restore such one in the spirit of meekness” (Galatians 6:1). 

Notice the goal is restoration. The manner also matters. A 

gentle spirit opens the door for repentance far more than harsh 

words ever will.

Correction should always leave room for forgiveness. Jesus did 
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“Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass 
     against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
                  forgive him.” — Luke 17:3

Correct Others With Love 
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not stop at rebuke. He continued by saying, “If he repent, forgive 

him.” Forgiveness completes what loving correction begins. 

Without forgiveness, rebuke easily becomes condemnation.

If you ever need to correct another believer, let your words 

reflect the heart of Christ. Speak the truth with humility. Let your 

concern be for their spiritual growth rather than winning an 

argument. A loving correction can become the very thing God 

uses to restore a brother or sister. 

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for Your patience and mercy toward me. Thank 

You because Your love teaches me how to speak the truth with 

grace. My words will bring healing and not harm. My heart will 

remain free from pride, bitterness, and condemnation. Thank 

You for helping me reflect the compassion of Christ as I 

encourage others to walk in Your truth. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

Luke 17:3–4; Galatians 6:1; 
Ephesians 4:15
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S
erving God should never replace spending time with 

God. Martha welcomed Jesus into her home and 

devoted herself to serving Him. Mary sat at His feet and 

listened to His teaching (Luke 10:38–42). Martha was not doing 

something sinful. She was serving the Lord. The problem was 

that her service had become more important than her fellowship 

with Him. 

The same thing can happen to you. You may love the Lord 

sincerely and be committed to His work. You may be present at 

every church service. You may faithfully participate in 

evangelism. You may volunteer whenever help is needed. Your 

calendar may be full of activities that honor God, yet your 

personal time with Him begins to disappear. 

This is a danger for every believer, especially those in ministry. A 

pastor can become occupied with preparing messages, visiting 

members, leading meetings, and caring for the church. None of 

these responsibilities are wrong, but they should never replace 

personal devotion. The Lord who called you deserves your 

attention before the work He has entrusted to you.  
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“But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
         good part, which shall not be taken away 
                     from her.” — Luke 10:42
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This change is often gradual. A busy schedule begins to dictate 

your day. Prayer is shortened because there is something else 

to do. The Bible remains closed because another responsibility 

demands attention. Days pass, then weeks, and fellowship with 

God becomes occasional instead of consistent.

This is one of the enemy's quiet strategies. If he cannot draw 

you away from serving Christ, he will try to keep you so 

occupied that you neglect your relationship with Christ. When 

fellowship becomes shallow, spiritual strength begins to fade. 

Afterwards, the person feels drained.

Remember the early days of your walk with God. You looked 

forward to being in His presence. You opened the Scriptures 

because you wanted to hear His voice. Prayer was a delight 

because you enjoyed being with Him. Do not lose that desire. 

Your ministry, your career, and every responsibility in your life 

should flow from your relationship with Christ. If your work 

leaves no room for fellowship with Him, it is time to reorder your 

priorities. The Lord of the work must always remain more 

important than the work of the Lord.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for the privilege of walking with You. My 

relationship with You will remain the highest priority in my life. 

My heart will stay on You, and Your Word will continue to shape 

my daily walk. Thank you for strengthening me as I fulfill every 

assignment You have entrusted to me. In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

Luke 10:38–42; John 15:4–5; Psalm 27:4
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G
od has lavished His grace upon your life for a purpose. 

His grace saves you, strengthens you, and equips you 

to become all that He has called you to be. Paul's 

words remind us that grace should produce a response. It is 

something to embrace and live by.

Receiving God's grace in vain happens when His work in your 

life produces little or no lasting fruit. God speaks, but His Word is 

ignored. He opens a door to serve, but fear keeps you from 

stepping through it. He calls you to grow, but you become 

comfortable where you are. His grace is available, yet it is left 

unused.

Think about all that God has entrusted to you. He has given you 

His Spirit. He has placed gifts within you. He has opened your 

eyes to His Word. He has surrounded you with opportunities to 

make Christ known. Let His grace move you to action.

Paul described himself as God's fellow worker. What a privilege 

to know that the Lord invites you to participate in His work. He 

does not need your strength, but He delights in working through 
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“We then, as workers together with him, beseech 
      you also that ye receive not the grace of 
           God in vain.” — 2 Corinthians 6:1
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2 Corinthians 6:1; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 
Ephesians 2:8–10
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          Job 9-12

a willing heart. Every act of obedience becomes an opportunity 

for His grace to be seen. 

Do not settle for simply hearing God's Word. Let it shape your 

decisions. Let it influence the way you live. Let it inspire you to 

serve others with joy. A life that responds to God's grace 

becomes a testimony of what He can accomplish through 

someone who is fully available to Him. The grace that found you 

is still working in you. Give it room to accomplish everything God 

has planned for your life.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for the grace You have lavished into my life 

through Jesus Christ. Thank You because Your grace continues 

to strengthen and equip me each day. I will respond with willing 

obedience and make myself available for Your work in Jesus' 

Name, Amen.
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J
esus entered the home of Mary and Martha as a 

welcomed guest. Martha immediately became occupied 

with preparing and serving, while Mary chose to sit at His 

feet and listen to His words (Luke 10:38–42). Both sisters loved 

Jesus. Martha expressed her love through service. Mary 

expressed her love by giving Him her full attention.

When Martha became overwhelmed, she asked Jesus to tell 

Mary to help her. Instead, Jesus gently redirected her heart. He 

was not criticizing her willingness to serve. He was showing her 

that fellowship with Him should come before activity for Him. 

Service has great value, but it should always flow from a 

relationship with Christ.

Ask yourself an honest question: Does your schedule leave 

room for God? Your career may demand long hours. Your 

business may require constant attention. Family 

responsibilities may fill every part of your day. Even ministry can 

become so demanding that your time with the Lord gradually 

disappears. You may speak about God, work for God, and serve 

God's people while spending very little time in His presence. 

The world rewards productivity. Christ values communion. 
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“But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
     good part, which shall not be taken away from
                          her.” — Luke 10:42
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If your work leaves you too exhausted to pray, too distracted to 

read the Scriptures, or too occupied to gather with God's 

people, something needs to change. Your relationship with 

Christ cannot be sustained on occasional moments squeezed 

into a busy schedule. He deserves your first attention, not your 

remaining time.

Mary chose what Jesus called "that good part." She understood 

that before she could serve Him well, she needed to know Him 

well. Every responsibility in your life will become clearer when 

your heart is first settled in God's presence. Your work, your 

decisions, and your relationships all benefit when Christ 

remains at the center of your life. Do not allow success to 

replace devotion. Let your relationship with Christ remain the 

foundation upon which everything else is built.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for welcoming me into Your presence. Thank 

You because You are my greatest treasure. My relationship with 

You will always come before every responsibility and every 

pursuit. My heart will remain attentive to Your voice, and my life 

will be built upon fellowship with You. Thank You for giving me 

wisdom to order my days in a way that honors You. In Jesus' 

Name, Amen.
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A
s Ezra prepared to lead the people back to Jerusalem, 

he discovered that no Levites had joined the journey. 

These were the very men God had appointed to serve in 

the temple, yet few were willing to respond when they were 

needed. Before the journey could continue, Ezra had to stop 

and send for them (Ezra 8:15–20).

Their absence delayed the work of God. This account reminds 

us that God often chooses to accomplish His purposes through 

willing people. He gives gifts, abilities, and opportunities to His 

children, not simply for personal benefit, but for the building of 

His kingdom.

Romans 12:6 says, “Having then gifts differing according to the 

grace that is given to us.” Every believer has received 

something from God that is meant to be used in His service. No 

gift is insignificant when it is surrendered to Him. Sometimes, 

people hold back because they feel unqualified. Others wait for 

a special invitation or assume someone else will do the work. 

But throughout Scripture, God looks for willing hearts more than 

perfect people.

The kingdom of God simply advances when we respond with 
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obedience. Your willingness to serve may strengthen a church, 

encourage a struggling believer, reach someone with the 

gospel, or help fulfill God's purpose in ways you may never fully 

see. Peter wrote, “As every man hath received the gift, even so 

minister the same one to another” (1 Peter 4:10). The gifts God 

has placed within you were never intended to remain unutilized. 

They are meant to bless others and bring glory to Him. 

Do not allow fear, hesitation, or comfort to keep you from 

answering God's call. Someone may be waiting for the very gift 

God has entrusted to you. When God opens a door to serve, 

respond willingly. The work of His kingdom should never be 

delayed because of an unwilling heart.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You for entrusting me with gifts that can serve 

Your kingdom. Thank You because Your Spirit equips me for 

every good work You have prepared for me. I will not hold back 

to serve in your house. My life will be available for Your purpose, 

and the abilities You have placed within me will be used to 

strengthen others and bring glory to Your name. In Jesus' 

Name, Amen.
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H
aste is more dangerous than many people realize. 

Haste means acting too quickly without patience, 

wisdom, or spiritual direction. It is movement driven by 

pressure, fear, emotion, or desperation instead of peace and 

discernment. Many painful mistakes begin when people 

become impatient and move ahead of God.

The flesh naturally struggles with waiting. When answers seem 

delayed, the heart can become restless. Thoughts begin racing. 

Emotions become unsettled. But Scripture says, “Wait on the 

Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart” 

(Psalm 27:14). Waiting develops trust in God and protects you 

from decisions made through pressure.

Abraham experienced this personally. God promised him a son, 

but when the promise seemed delayed, impatience entered the 

situation. Instead of waiting fully on God, Abraham and Sarah 

tried to help fulfill the promise through human effort, and 

Ishmael was born. What began through haste later produced 

sorrow and conflict. Yet God had already spoken clearly that His 

covenant would come through Isaac. 

Saul also suffered greatly because of impatience. In 1 Samuel 

13, God instructed Saul to wait for Samuel, but pressure from 
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                Your Life    



the people made him restless. Instead of remaining obedient, 

Saul acted impulsively and stepped outside God's instruction. 

One rushed decision affected his future deeply. 

This is why haste must be extinguished from your spirit. Not 

every open door is from God, and not every delay means God 

has forgotten you. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “He hath made 

every thing beautiful in his time.” God understands timing better 

than you do. Many times, He is preparing your heart before 

releasing what you have prayed for.

The enemy often works through urgency because hurried 

emotions weaken discernment. But when your heart remains 

quiet before God, clarity becomes stronger. Psalm 46:10 says, 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” Stillness helps you hear God 

clearly.

Do not let pressure push you ahead of God's timing. Stay 

prayerful. Stay sensitive to His voice. Stay yielded to His 

process. Because what God builds through peace will never 

need haste to survive.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that haste, impatience, and emotional pressure will not 

control my life. My heart remains steady before God. I will not 

force doors open through fear or desperation. The Holy Spirit is 

teaching me patience, discernment, and obedience. I walk in 

peace, clarity, and confidence as God directs my steps. In 

Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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W
hen the Pharisees questioned Jesus about divorce, 

they hoped to draw Him into a controversy. Jesus 

refused to argue on their terms. He turned their 

attention to the beginning, reminding them of God's design for 

marriage. 

Quoting Genesis 2:24, Jesus said, “They twain shall be one 

flesh.” Marriage is far more than a legal agreement or a social 

institution. It is a covenant in which a husband and wife are 

joined together by God. Two lives become one, sharing the 

same journey, the same commitment, and the same purpose.

If you are married, remember that your relationship is precious 

in God's sight. Every marriage will experience seasons of joy 

and seasons of testing. During those difficult moments, resist 

the temptation to see your spouse as the enemy. Work through 

challenges together. Choose forgiveness over resentment, and 

seek God's wisdom before making decisions that could affect 

your future.

If you are preparing for marriage, build your relationship on 

God's Word before you build your home together. Character, 

faith, and commitment will carry a marriage much farther than 

feelings alone. A strong foundation is laid long before the 

wedding day. 
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“What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
          man put asunder.” — Mark 10:9
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God’s Design For Marriage
     



Jesus explained that Moses permitted divorce because of the 

hardness of people's hearts (Mark 10:5). That permission 

addressed the reality of human sin; it did not lower God's 

standard for marriage. Christ lifted their eyes to something 

higher. He showed them a relationship marked by faithfulness 

rather than convenience.

The world often treats marriage as a contract that can be ended 

whenever it becomes difficult. Christ presents it as a covenant 

that deserves to be honored and protected. Some marriages 

have experienced deep pain because of unfaithfulness, abuse, 

abandonment, or other painful circumstances. Scripture 

speaks to these situations with both truth and compassion 

(Matthew 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:15).

If that is part of your story, remember that God's grace is greater 

than your past. He restores broken hearts and gives hope for 

the future. Whether you are single or married, let your view of 

marriage be shaped by God's Word. His wisdom brings 

strength to every relationship that is placed in His hands. 

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for Your wisdom and for the gift of marriage. 

Thank You because Your love teaches me how to honor the 

relationships You have entrusted to me. My heart will reflect 

Your faithfulness, and my life will be guided by Your Word. In 

Jesus' Name, Amen.
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E
lizabeth waited many years for the promise of a child. 

During that time, she carried the burden of reproach. In 

her culture, barrenness was often viewed as a disgrace, 

and she lived with the weight of what people thought about her. 

Everything changed when God stepped into her situation. After 

conceiving, Elizabeth declared, “The Lord... hath taken away 

my reproach among men.”

The same God who removed Elizabeth's shame is still at work 

today. Perhaps there is an area of your life that has become a 

source of embarrassment or disappointment. It may be a 

delayed prophecy, a financial struggle, a past failure, or a 

situation that has caused others to look down on you. Do not 

allow that season to define your identity. Your life is not 

determined by what people say about you but by what God has 

spoken over you.

God specializes in changing stories. He opens doors that no 

one can shut. He restores what seemed beyond repair. He lifts 

those who have been overlooked and gives them a testimony 

that points back to His faithfulness. 
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His Word says, “For your shame ye shall have double... and 

everlasting joy shall be unto them” (Isaiah 61:7). God does not 

simply remove shame; He replaces it with honor. He does not 

leave His children in disappointment; He fills their lives with His 

goodness. Your present season is not your final destination. 

God is able to do what no human effort can accomplish, and 

when He moves, there will be no doubt that His hand has been 

upon your life.

Lift up your eyes with expectation. The God who remembered 

Elizabeth has not forgotten you. Your testimony is being written, 

and His favor will be evident for all to see. I pray for you today 

that the Lord is removing everything that has caused you shame 

and HE is bringing a restoration of your honor, glory, peace, and 

happiness in Jesus' Name, amen!

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You because Your favor is upon my life. Thank You 

because You are turning every disappointment and shame into 

a testimony. Shame has no place in my life because You have 

restored my glory. I experience Your peace, and my heart is 

filled with hope and expectation. Thank You because You are 

working all things together for my good, In Jesus' Name, Amen.

  Luke 1:24–25; Isaiah 61:7; Romans 8:28
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If you desire to live a life that pleases God, Ezra provides a 

pattern worth following. His influence did not begin with his 

position as a scribe. It began with the condition of his heart. 

Before God used him publicly, Ezra devoted himself to God 

privately.

Notice the order found in Ezra 7:10. Ezra first sought the Word 

of God. He wanted to know God's heart before he attempted to 

lead others. You cannot grow spiritually if your time in God's 

Word is occasional. Make it your daily pursuit to know Him 

through the Scriptures.

Ezra then lived out what he learned. He did not treat God's Word 

as knowledge to be admired. He allowed it to shape his 

decisions, attitudes, and conduct. As you read the Bible, ask 

yourself, How can I obey what God is showing me today? The 

goal of Scripture is not simply to increase your knowledge but to 

transform your life. Only after seeking God's Word and obeying 

it did Ezra teach others. This is a reminder that your life is one of 

your greatest sermons. People are often impacted more by 

what they see in you than by what they hear from you.

Lessons From Ezra     

27

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the
      Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes
                    and judgments.” — Ezra 7:10
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Ezra also faced challenges, yet he remained confident because 

he knew God was with him. He testified, “The hand of the Lord 

my God was upon me” (Ezra 7:28). The same God who 

strengthened Ezra will strengthen you as you walk in 

obedience. You do not have to depend on your own ability. 

God's grace is sufficient for every assignment He gives you.

Let Ezra's example encourage you today. Seek God's Word 

diligently. Live according to its truth. Then, allow your life to point 

others to Christ. When your heart is prepared, God will prepare 

the way before you.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You for Your Word that continues to shape my life. 

Thank You because Your Spirit teaches me and gives me 

understanding each day. I will seek Your Word faithfully and 

walk in obedience to what You reveal. Thank You because Your 

hand is upon my life, and You will use me to reflect Christ 

wherever You place me. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

 Ezra 7:10; James 1:22–25; Joshua 1:8
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G
od delighted in blessing Uzziah. As long as he sought 

the Lord, he prospered. His kingdom became strong, 

his influence reached far beyond Judah, and he 

accomplished things that many kings never achieved. None of it 

happened by chance. God was the One who established him.

Scripture records one sentence that deserves careful attention: 

“When he was strong, his heart was lifted up.” Uzziah's strength 

was not his problem. His proud heart was. The blessings God 

had given him gradually became more impressive to him than 

the God who had given them.

As God entrusts you with greater responsibilities, greater 

influence, or greater resources, keep your heart anchored in 

Him. Success should deepen your gratitude, not your 

confidence in yourself. Every opportunity is another reminder of 

God's kindness, not a reason to admire your own ability.

Uzziah crossed a boundary that God had established when he 

entered the temple to burn incense. That responsibility 

belonged to the priests. His position as king did not give him 

authority to ignore God's instructions. A humble heart respects 

Lessons From Uzziah
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“But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his 
    destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord 
              his God...” — 2 Chronicles 26:16



God's order, no matter how successful it becomes. 

Continue seeking the Lord with the same devotion that marked 

the beginning of your walk with Him. Do not allow achievements 

to replace dependence on God. Keep praying. Keep reading 

His Word. Keep yielding to His spirit. The habits that built 

intimacy with Him are the habits that will keep your heart steady 

as He entrusts more to your care.

God has no difficulty blessing your life. He is also able to keep 

you humble while He does it. As you continue to honor Him, your 

influence can become a testimony of His grace, and your life 

can point others back to the One who deserves all the glory.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You because every good thing I have comes from 

Your hand. My heart will remain humble as You continue to 

bless my life. I will seek You with the same devotion each day 

and honor You with every opportunity You place before me. 

Thank You for keeping my heart close to You and for helping me 

walk faithfully in every season of life. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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I
f God begins to enlarge your influence, guard your heart as 

carefully as you guard your calling. Success is a blessing, 

but it also reveals where your confidence truly rests.

Pride rarely appears all at once. It grows quietly when you begin 

to admire what God has done through you more than the God 

who made it possible. The heart that once depended on Him 

can slowly become satisfied with its own strength.

Nebuchadnezzar reached that point. As he looked over 

Babylon, he spoke as though the kingdom had been built by his 

own power and for his own glory (Daniel 4:30). He forgot that 

everything he possessed had first been placed in his hands by 

God. His story reminds you that no position, achievement, or 

ability can take the place of humble dependence on the Lord.

As God entrusts more to you, let your gratitude deepen. Keep 

seeking Him with the same devotion that marked the beginning 

of your walk with Christ. Continue to welcome His correction, 

and never lose the desire to learn from Him. A heart that remains 

teachable is a heart that remains useful.
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“Pride goeth before destruction, and an
           haughty spirit before a fall.”
                — Proverbs 16:18
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Jesus showed us a completely different way to live. Although all 

authority belonged to Him, He humbled Himself and became a 

servant (Philippians 2:5–8). His greatness was revealed 

through His obedience to the Father.

Give God the glory for every open door. Thank Him for every 

opportunity. Remember that the One who lifted you is also able 

to sustain you. A humble heart can carry every blessing that 

God chooses to place upon it.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You because every good thing in my life comes from 

You. My heart will remain fixed on You as You continue to guide 

my steps. I will honor You in every opportunity You give me and 

remember that You deserve the glory. Thank You for helping me 

walk in humility so that my life will always reflect Christ. In Jesus' 

Name, Amen.

  Proverbs 16:18; Daniel 4:30–37; 
  James 4:6 RSV
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A
A divine encounter is a moment when God makes His 

presence, His direction, or His power known in a way 

that changes the course of your life. One encounter with 

God can accomplish what years of human effort cannot.

Samuel experienced such a moment while serving in the house 

of the Lord. When God called his name, he responded, “Here 

am I.” That encounter marked the beginning of his prophetic 

ministry and changed the direction of his life forever (1 Samuel 

3:4–10).

As you read through Scripture, you will notice that people who 

experienced remarkable encounters with God were not 

spiritually passive. Hannah poured out her heart before the Lord 

until her prayer was answered (1 Samuel 1:10–20). Daniel 

sought God faithfully through prayer, even when it placed his life 

at risk (Daniel 6:10). David yearned for God's presence with all 

his heart and longed to dwell in His house (Psalm 27:4).
 

Perhaps you have been asking God to intervene in an area of 

your life. Do not become satisfied with where you are. Let your 

hunger for God grow deeper. Give Him more of your time than 

you have before. Pray with greater earnestness. Fast as He 

Provoking Divine
Encounters
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“That the Lord called Samuel: and he answered, 
               Here am I.” — 1 Samuel 3:4
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leads you. Serve Him with joy. Worship Him wholeheartedly. 

Honor Him with your resources. A heart that truly longs for God 

will always find ways to seek Him more. 

Your pursuit of God is never about earning His love. It is the 

response of a heart that longs to know Him more deeply. As you 

seek Him, He shapes you, he prepares you, and opens your 

eyes to what He is doing.

Do not settle for yesterday's experience. Ask the Lord to reveal 

Himself in a fresh way. He still speaks. He still guides. He still 

answers those who seek Him with all their hearts.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for revealing Yourself to those who seek You. 

My heart longs to know You more deeply, and I will seek You 

with greater devotion. Thank You for drawing me into a closer 

walk with You and for opening my eyes to Your work in my life. I 

believe that my life will reflect Your power, Your wisdom, and 

Your presence as I continue to seek You. In Jesus' Name, 

Amen.

1 Samuel 3:1–10; Jeremiah 29:13; 
James 4:8
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Perhaps you have been praying about the same matter 

for months or even years. You have believed God, stood 

on His Word, and continued to pray, but the answer still 

seems far away. At times like this, the temptation is to think that 

your prayers are accomplishing nothing.

Jesus gives you a different perspective. In Luke 11:9, He said, 

“Ask... seek... knock.” He was encouraging His disciples to 

persevere in prayer. He did not tell them to pray once and give 

up if nothing happened. He taught them to keep coming to the 

Father with confidence.

Ecclesiastes 11:3 says, “If the clouds be full of rain, they empty 

themselves upon the earth.” Before rain falls, the cloud must 

first become full. It does not empty itself after the first drop of 

water enters it. It continues to receive until it reaches the point 

where it can no longer hold what has been gathered.

Prayer often works in the same way. Every prayer offered in 

faith is like another drop filling the cloud. You may not see 

anything changing today, but that does not mean nothing is 

happening. God hears every prayer. He remembers every 

promise, and He is working even when His work is hidden from 

Saturate Your Cloud    
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“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
             knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
                              — Luke 11:9
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36

your eyes.

Do not become discouraged because you have not seen the 

answer yet. The cloud may still be filling. Then comes the 

moment when what has been building quietly begins to 

overflow. What seemed impossible suddenly happens. What 

appeared delayed becomes a testimony of God's faithfulness. 

The rain falls because the cloud has reached its fullness.

Keep praying. Keep believing. Keep trusting God's timing. Your 

persistence is not an attempt to persuade God to care about 

your situation. It is an expression of your confidence that He is 

faithful and that His answer will come at the right time. Never 

abandon your place of prayer because you cannot yet see the 

rain. The cloud may be fuller than you realize.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You because You hear every prayer I bring before 

You. Thank You because not one word spoken in faith is ever 

forgotten. My confidence remains in Your faithfulness, and I will 

continue to seek You without growing weary. Thank You 

because Your timing is perfect, and every Word You have 

spoken will come to pass. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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W
hen Jesus promised that believers would speak with 

new tongues, He was revealing one of the wonderful 

ministries of the Holy Spirit. These are not languages 

learned through study or human ability. They are Spirit given 

utterances that enable you to communicate with God beyond 

the limitations of your natural understanding.

On the Day of Pentecost, that promise became a reality. The 

disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). It 

was more than a supernatural event. It marked the beginning of 

a new era where the Holy Spirit would dwell within every 

believer, empowering them to live for Christ and carry His 

gospel to the ends of the earth.

The same Holy Spirit has not changed. He still fills hearts of 

every believer that are yielded to Him. He still strengthens us for 

daily living. He still gives us grace to pray when our words seem 

inadequate. There are moments when your understanding 

reaches its limit, but the Holy Spirit never reaches His. He 

knows the mind of God, and He knows exactly what your spirit 

needs.
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The Apostle Paul wrote that the person who speaks in an 

unknown tongue speaks to God and edifies himself (1 

Corinthians 14:2, 4). To edify means to build up, strengthen, or 

make stronger. Just as your body needs nourishment to remain 

healthy, your spirit also needs strengthening. The Holy Spirit 

ministers to your spirit, helping your faith remain vibrant and 

your heart remain focused on Christ.

The purpose of this gift is never to make you feel spiritually 

superior to others. Every gift of the Spirit points back to Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit did not come to draw attention to Himself or to 

us. He came to reveal Christ, produce His character within you, 

and empower you to become an effective witness wherever 

God has placed you.

As you walk with the Lord, remain open to everything He desires 

to accomplish in your life. Do not limit God to what your mind can 

explain. The Holy Spirit delights in filling hearts that are hungry 

for God. The more room you give Him, the more He shapes your 

life into the likeness of Christ.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that I am filled with the Holy Spirit, and the life of God is 

at work within me. My spirit is strengthened daily, and my faith 

continues to grow. I remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, I live victoriously and bring glory to 

God in all I do. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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A
fter His resurrection, Jesus stood in the midst of His 

disciples. Instead of rejoicing, they were troubled. Fear 

and uncertainty had filled their hearts, making it difficult 

for them to believe what was happening before their eyes. 

Jesus looked at them and asked, “Why are ye troubled? and 

why do thoughts arise in your hearts?”

The same question deserves your attention today. What 

thoughts have occupied your heart? Have they strengthened 

your faith, or have they quietly nurtured doubt? Doubt grows 
whenever your attention remains fixed on circumstances 

instead of God's Word. Faith grows when your heart rests on 

what God has spoken. Hebrews 11:6 says, “He that cometh to 

God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek him.” Trust is the doorway through which you 

experience God's faithfulness.

When Martha stood before Lazarus' tomb, all she could see 

was death. Jesus directed her attention beyond the grave and 

said, “If thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 

God” (John 11:40). Her situation had not changed, but Christ 

invited her to believe before the miracle appeared. Faith always 

  Stop Doubting God   
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“And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled?
   and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?”
                        — Luke 24:38
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looks beyond what is visible. It rests on God's character and His 

word. Long before circumstances begin to change, God 

remains faithful. His Word has never failed, and it never will.

Let your heart settle on what God has said instead of what fear 

continues to suggest. Confidence grows as you meditate on His 

word, and doubt loses its influence when faith fills your heart. 

                              PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You because Your Word is true and Your 

faithfulness never changes. My confidence rests in You and not 

in my circumstances. I choose to believe every word You have 

spoken. Fear will not rule my heart because my trust is 

anchored in You. Thank You for revealing Your faithfulness as I 

continue to walk by faith. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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O
ne of the greatest decisions you can make each day is 

to place your life under the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Following Him is more than believing in Him. It is 

allowing Him to shape the way you think, the choices you make, 

and the direction your life takes.

John the Baptist gives you a beautiful example of what true 

submission looks like. People traveled from many places to 

hear him preach, and his ministry touched countless lives. 

When Jesus began His public ministry, John's response 

revealed the condition of his heart. He was not concerned about 

keeping the crowds or protecting his reputation. He understood 

that his assignment was to point people to Christ.

That is why he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

John knew that his life was never meant to draw attention to 

himself. His greatest desire was for people to know Jesus. 

Those words should become the attitude of your own heart. 

Every day, choose to let Christ have first place. Allow His Word 

to shape your opinions. Let His word guide your decisions. 

Surrender your plans to Him and trust His direction, even when 

it differs from your own.

Submit Yourself
        To Christ  
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“He must increase, but I must
   decrease.” — John 3:30
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Submitting to Christ does not diminish your life. It brings you into 

God's best for you. The more you yield to His authority, the more 

His character is seen in you. Your words begin to reflect His 

heart. Your actions begin to honor Him. Your life becomes a 

witness to those around you.

God does remarkable things through people who are willing to 

lay aside personal ambition and seek His glory instead. He is 

not looking for those who promote themselves. He is looking for 

those who are willing to exalt Christ.

As you go through today, ask yourself a simple question: Will 

this decision make Christ more visible in my life? Let that 

question guide your thoughts and your actions. When Christ 

increases in your life, you become the person God created you 

to be.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

Thank You, Lord, because You are continually forming the 

character of Christ in me through the work of the Holy Spirit. My 

heart remains yielded to You, and my life will reflect Your truth 

each day. Amen.
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F
aith is more than believing that God exists. It is trusting 

Him so completely that you are willing to act on His Word 

even when circumstances suggest otherwise. The 

audacity of faith is the boldness to believe God beyond what 

your eyes can see, your mind can explain, or your 

circumstances appear to permit.

The word audacity comes from the Latin word audax, meaning 

bold, daring, or fearless. It describes a confidence that refuses 

to be intimidated. The audacity of faith is not confidence in 

yourself; it is confidence in God's character. It is the willingness 

to expect the impossible because you know that God always 

keeps His Word.

David lived with this kind of faith. While everyone else saw 

Goliath as an unbeatable giant, David saw an opportunity for 

God to reveal His power. His confidence did not come from his 

experience as a soldier but from his knowledge of God's 

faithfulness. Before the battle began, he declared, “The battle is 

the Lord's” (1 Samuel 17:47). David's victory was born long 

before he picked up a stone. It began when he chose to believe 

God.
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“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
   evidence of things not seen.” — Hebrews 11:1
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The woman with the issue of blood demonstrated the same 

boldness. For twelve years, she had lived with disappointment, 

yet she refused to accept that her situation would never change. 

She pressed through the crowd because she believed that one 

touch of Jesus would make the difference. Her faith moved her 

to action, and her encounter with Christ changed her life forever.

You will face moments when fear tells you to play it safe, when 

circumstances suggest that nothing will change, and when 

people expect you to lower your expectations. Do not allow 

those voices to become louder than God's word. Faith always 

looks beyond what is visible and fixes its eyes on the One for 

whom nothing is impossible.

Unleash your faith today. Refuse to let fear have the final word. 

Let your faith rise above your circumstances, and dare to 

believe that God is still able to do exceedingly abundantly above 

all that you ask or think.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that my faith is fixated in the unchanging Word of God. I 

refuse to allow fear, doubt, or what I see around to grip me. My 

confidence is in the Lord, and nothing is impossible for Him. I will 

walk courageously, and trust God completely. My faith is 

unshakable and I accomplish the impossible as I unleash my 

faith In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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I
n everyday life, a currency is the means by which you obtain 

something of value. You cannot walk into a store, admire 

what you need, and expect to leave with it without the proper 

currency. In God's kingdom, faith is the means by which you lay 

hold of what He has made available through Christ.

Faith is not a feeling. It is not wishful thinking, and it is not blind 

optimism. Faith is responding to God because you are 

convinced that His Word is true. It moves you to act with 

confidence because you know the One who has spoken cannot 

fail.

Throughout Scripture, people received from God because they 

believed Him. Noah built the ark before there was any sign of 

rain. Abraham left his homeland without knowing where God 

would lead him. The woman with the issue of blood pressed 

through the crowd because she believed that one touch of 

Jesus' garment would change her life. Their faith was 

expressed through obedience. 

Your circumstances may not always agree with what God has 

spoken. Keep believing Him. Continue to pray. Continue to 
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“But without faith it is impossible to please him...” 
                      — Hebrews 11:6
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obey. Faith grows stronger every time you choose God's Word 

above what your eyes can see. Jesus often said, “Thy faith hath 

made thee whole” (Mark 5:34). He was showing that faith 

opens the heart to receive what God is ready to give. God 

responds to those who trust Him.

Do not allow fear or doubt to replace your confidence in God. Fill 

your heart with His Word until faith becomes your response to 

every situation. The more you know Him, the easier it becomes 

to trust Him. Walk by faith today. Every step of obedience 

declares that God is faithful, and every act of faith brings glory to 

His name.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for giving me Your Word, which fills my heart 

with faith. I choose to believe You in every circumstance. My 

confidence rests in who You are, and I will continue to obey Your 

voice. Thank You because my faith grows stronger as I walk 

with You, and my life will reflect Your goodness and power. In 

Jesus' Name, Amen.
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H
ave you ever come before God with a heart full of 

burdens but struggled to find the words to express 

them? You knew you needed to pray, your emotions 

were heavy, and you could not put into words what was 

happening inside you. Every believer experiences moments 

like these. This is where the ministry of the Holy Spirit becomes 

so precious.

Romans 8:26 says that the Holy Spirit helps our infirmities. The 

word helps means to take hold together with another, to assist, 

or to bear a burden alongside someone. He is not praying 

instead of you; He is praying with you, strengthening you from 

within so that your prayers are shaped according to the heart of 

God.

What a wonderful assurance this is. Your ability to pray does not 

depend on having the perfect words. God looks at your heart, 

and the Holy Spirit works within you, giving direction where 

there is uncertainty and bringing clarity where there is 

confusion. He knows the Father's will completely, and He 

knows exactly what your life needs.

The more you cultivate a life of prayer, the more you begin to 

The Holy Spirit And Prayer 
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    know not what we should pray for as we ought...” 
                             — Romans 8:26

Saturday, August  22, 2026

AWAKE
D A I L Y  D E V O T I O N A L



recognize His gentle leading. There will be moments when a 

Scripture suddenly comes alive in your heart. At other times, 

you may feel prompted to pray for someone without knowing 

why. You may even find yourself lingering longer in God's 

presence because your spirit senses that He is drawing you to 

spend more time in His presence. Those moments are 

invitations to deeper fellowship.

Do not measure your prayer life by how long you pray or how 

eloquently you speak. Prayer is not a performance; it is a 

relationship. The Father delights in the heart that continually 

turns toward Him, and the Holy Spirit is constantly working to 

deepen that communion.

Never become discouraged because you feel weak in prayer. 

Every conversation with God strengthens your faith and draws 

you closer to Him. As you yield to the Holy Spirit, prayer 

becomes less of a duty and more of a place where your heart is 

transformed, your faith is strengthened, and your confidence in 

God continues to grow.

  PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that my prayer life is flourishing, and my fellowship with 

God is growing deeper every day. The Spirit of God is at work 

within me, leading my heart according to the Father's will and 

strengthening my faith In Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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G
odly counsel is wise, biblical direction that helps you 

see your situation from God's perspective. It comes 

from people whose lives are submitted to Christ, 

whose hearts are shaped by His Word, and whose desire is to 

help you walk in His will rather than simply tell you what you 

want to hear.

Sometimes, you might need counsel to navigate certain season 

of life. There will be decisions that require more than your own 

understanding. There might be moments when emotions could 

cloud your judgment or circumstances make it difficult to see 

clearly. During those times, God often brings wise people into 

your life to provide direction, encouragement, and correction.

Scripture repeatedly highlights the value of seeking counsel. 

“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of 

counsellors there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14). Proverbs 15:22 

says, “Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the 

multitude of counsellors they are established”. Seeking advice 

is not a sign of weakness. It is evidence of humility and a desire 

to make decisions that honor God.

The value of counsel depends on its source. Not every opinion 

is worth following. Choose people whose lives reflect Christ. 

The Importance Of
Godly Counsel 
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                 hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.” 
                          — Proverbs 12:15
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Listen to those who love God's Word, walk in holiness, and are 

willing to speak honestly, even when the truth is difficult to hear. 

Advice that contradicts Scripture will never lead you in the right 

direction.

Moses experienced the blessing of godly counsel when his 

father-in-law, Jethro, saw him carrying more than he could bear. 

Jethro advised him to appoint capable leaders to share the 

responsibility, and Moses wisely followed that counsel (Exodus 

18:17–24). The burden became lighter, and the people were 

served more effectively.

David also experienced the blessing of godly counsel, although 

it came through correction. After his sin with Bathsheba, the 

prophet Nathan confronted him with courage and compassion 

(2 Samuel 12:1–13). David humbled himself, repented, and 

found restoration. A true counselor does not simply make you 

feel comfortable. They help you remain close to God.

Be willing to receive counsel with an open heart. Pride resists 

correction, but humility welcomes it. One conversation with a 

godly counselor can keep you from years of unnecessary pain 

and lead you toward God's best for your life.

     PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for placing wise people in my life. Thank You for 

giving me a heart that is willing to learn and grow. I will receive 

correction with humility and seek counsel that agrees with Your 

Word. In Jesus’ Name. Amen!
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O
ne of the deepest ways the Holy Spirit leads you is 

through what many describe as an inner knowing. 

There are moments when you simply know something 

inwardly without being able to explain it logically. No audible 

voice speaks. No visible evidence appears. Yet within your 

spirit, there is clarity and strong inward perception.

This kind of spiritual prompting is difficult to explain naturally 

because it goes beyond human reasoning. Your mind may not 

fully understand it, but your spirit recognizes something clearly. 

At times, you may sense that a situation is not right even when 

everything outwardly appears normal. Other times, you may 

feel strong confidence about a direction before visible 

confirmation appears. This is often how spiritual discernment 

operates.

The Holy Spirit lives within the believer, and He is able to reveal 

things beyond natural understanding. First Corinthians 2 

explains that spiritual things are spiritually discerned. This 

means there are moments when God allows your spirit to 

perceive what your intellect cannot fully process yet. 

Many believers ignore this inward knowing because they 

depend completely on logic, outward signs, or visible evidence. 
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    “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
      spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of 
            God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 
                           — 1 Corinthians 2:11
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But the Holy Spirit does not lead only through natural 

understanding. Sometimes, He gives inward witness before 

circumstances become clear externally.

This does not mean believers abandon wisdom or act 

impulsively. Spiritual discernment should always remain 

aligned with Scripture, godly wisdom, and the character of God. 

But there are moments when the Holy Spirit gives inward clarity 

that cannot yet be explained naturally.

As you continue growing in fellowship with God, your sensitivity 

to these promptings becomes stronger. Prayer sharpens 

spiritual perception. Time in God's presence strengthens 

discernment. The more yielded your heart becomes to the Holy 

Spirit, the easier it becomes to recognize when He is revealing 

something inwardly.

The inner knowing of the Holy Spirit often protects, guides, 

confirms, or prepares you before events unfold openly. God still 

speaks to His people today, and sometimes He speaks through 

quiet inward revelation that settles deeply within the spirit.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that my spirit is sensitive to the voice and leading of the 

Holy Spirit. My discernment is increasing, and I will recognize 

the inward witness of God clearly. I will not depend only on 

natural understanding because the Holy Spirit is guiding me into 

truth and spiritual clarity. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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H
ave you been asking God to do something new in your 

life? Before He changes what is around you, He often 

begins by changing what is within you. God's work 

always starts in the heart before it becomes visible in your 

circumstances.

When Jesus spoke about new wine and new wineskins, His 

listeners understood the illustration. An old wineskin had 

become hard over time and could no longer stretch. If fresh wine 

were poured into it, the wineskin would burst. New wine 

required a new wineskin.

Jesus was using that picture to describe the new life He came to 

give. You cannot receive all that Christ desires to do while 

holding on to the old way of living. A heart that has been 

transformed by God becomes ready for the work of the Holy 

Spirit.

That is why Jesus told Nicodemus, “Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Entering 

God's kingdom begins with a new birth. It is not about becoming 

a better version of your old self. It is about receiving a new life 

from God.

   The New Wineskin
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       bottles break... but they put new wine into new 
                    bottles, and both are preserved.” 
                            — Matthew 9:17
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Centuries before Christ came, God announced what He would 

do. “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 

within you” (Ezekiel 36:26). God knew that outward changes 

would never be enough. He chose to begin with the heart 

because everything else flows from it.

The moment you placed your faith in Christ, that work began. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature” (2 

Corinthians 5:17). You are no longer defined by who you used 

to be. God has given you a new heart, and the Holy Spirit now 

lives within you.

Stop measuring your life by your past. Stop allowing yesterday 

to tell you who you are today. Christ has made you new. Every 

day is another opportunity to grow, to mature, and to become 

more like Him. Welcome the work of the Holy Spirit. Allow Him to 

shape your thoughts, change your desires, and lead your life. 

As you walk with Him, you will discover that God is preparing 

you for far more than you imagined.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for making me a new creation through Jesus 

Christ. Thank You because Your Spirit lives within me and 

continues to renew my life each day. I embrace the new life You 

have given me. I will not be held back by my past because I 

belong to Christ. My heart is open to Your work, and my life will 

reflect the beauty of Jesus. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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J
ohn the Baptist understood that his ministry had limits. He 

could call people to repentance and baptize them with 

water, but he could not change their hearts. That is why he 

pointed everyone to Jesus. He knew that only Christ could give 

what humanity truly needed: the Holy Spirit.

John's baptism prepared people for the coming of the Messiah. 

It was an outward sign that they had turned away from sin and 

were ready to follow God. But Jesus came to do something far 

greater. He came to fill those who believed in Him with the Holy 

Spirit.

Before returning to heaven, Jesus promised His disciples that 

they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them 

(Acts 1:8). A few days later, that promise became a reality. On 

the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the 

believers, just as Jesus had said (Acts 2:1–4).

From that day forward, God's people would not be left to follow 

Him in their own strength. The Holy Spirit would live within them. 

He would guide them, strengthen them, teach them, and help 

them become the people God had called them to be.

55

“I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall 
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                              — Mark 1:8
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The same promise is true for you today. God has not asked you 

to live the Christian life by determination alone. He has given 

you His Spirit to help you every step of the way. When you feel 

weak, He gives strength. When you need direction, He brings 

understanding and clarity. When you are convicted of sin, He 

draws you back instead of pushing you away. His presence 

reminds you that you are never alone.

Perhaps you have been trying to carry life's burdens in your own 

strength. Remember that God never intended you to do that. 

The Holy Spirit is your Helper. He is God's gift to every believer, 

enabling you to live a life that honors Christ.

Do not take His presence for granted. Spend time with God 

each day. Listen for His voice as you read the Scriptures. Be 

willing to follow His leading. As you do, you will discover that the 

Christian life is not about striving harder but about walking daily 

with the One who lives within you.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Thank You 

because I never have to walk through life alone. Your Spirit lives 

within me, strengthens me, and faithfully guides me each day. 

Thank You for continuing the work You have begun in my life 

and for helping me become more like Christ every day. In Jesus' 

Name, Amen.
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As a believer, your life is not defined by defeat but by the 

victory our Lord Jesus Christ has already won. Your 

circumstances may change, and challenges will come, 

but your position in Christ remains secure. Because He 

overcame, you can live with confidence and hope.

When Paul wrote these words, he was not living an easy life. He 

had experienced persecution, imprisonment, hardship, and 

opposition. Yet he could still thank God because he knew that 

Christ was leading him in victory. His confidence rested in the 

One who had called him, not in the circumstances around him.

The word triumph speaks of victory and overcoming. Through 

His death and resurrection, Jesus conquered sin, defeated 

death, and broke the power of Satan. That victory now belongs 

to everyone who is in Christ.

You will face moments that test your faith. There will be seasons 

when prayers seem delayed or when the path ahead is unclear. 

Those moments do not change what God has assured you. 

Romans 8:37 says, “Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him that loved us.” Your victory is 
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experienced in the middle of life's battles because Christ is with 

you. 

Whenever fear rises, remember the words of Jesus: “In the 

world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 

overcome the world” (John 16:33). His victory gives you 

confidence to keep moving forward.

Do not allow temporary setbacks to determine how you see 

yourself. You are not fighting to obtain victory. You are standing 

in the victory Christ has already secured for you. Let that truth 

shape your thoughts, strengthen your faith, and encourage you 

to keep trusting God every day.

No battle is greater than God. No challenge is beyond His 

power. As you continue walking with Christ, you can face each 

day with the quiet confidence that He will remain faithful to His 

Word.

     PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You because Christ has already won the victory 

on my behalf. Thank You that my life is secure in your hands. I 

will not be regulated by fear or discouraged by challenges. Your 

Word gives me confidence, and Your Spirit strengthens me to 

keep moving forward. Thank You for causing me to triumph 

through Christ every day. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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W
hen you gave your life to Christ, God did far more 

than forgive your sins. He brought you into a 

relationship with His Son and gave you an 

inheritance that can never be exhausted. Paul called it “the 

unsearchable riches of Christ”.

The word unsearchable means beyond human discovery. It 

describes something so vast and so deep that no one can fully 

measure it. No matter how long you walk with Christ, there will 

always be more of His grace, His wisdom, and His love to 

discover.

You can spend so much time asking God for what you think you 

lack that you overlook what He has already placed within your 

reach through Christ. Scripture says you have been accepted in 

the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6). Your sins have been forgiven 

through His blood (Ephesians 1:7). You have become a child of 

God (John 1:12), and the Holy Spirit now lives within you (1 

Corinthians 6:19). These are not promises you are waiting to 

receive. They are blessings you already possess because you 

belong to Christ.

Think of someone who inherits a great fortune but never opens 
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the documents that explain what belongs to them. They 

continue living in lack, not because they have nothing, but 

because they have never discovered what is theirs. In the same 

way, you grow into the riches of Christ as you spend time in 

God's Word. Every time you open the Scriptures, God reveals 

more of who Christ is and what He has made available to you.

Paul prayed that believers would receive “the spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in the knowledge of him” (Ephesians 1:17). He 

wanted us to see beyond our circumstances and understand 

the greatness of what God had already done through Christ.

Do not settle for a shallow knowledge of Jesus. Continue to 

seek Him. Continue to learn from His Word. Continue to walk 

with Him. The more you know Christ, the more you will 

appreciate the riches that are already yours. You will never 

come to the end of His grace. You will never exhaust His love. 

You will never outgrow your need to know Him more.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You for the riches I have received through Christ. 

Thank You for opening my eyes to the inheritance that is already 

mine. Your Word continues to reveal the greatness of Your 

grace and the depth of Your love. I will keep growing in the 

knowledge of Christ, and my life will reflect the blessings You 

have freely given me. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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W
hen Jesus spoke these words, He was describing 

what a life surrendered to Him would look like. He did 

not say signs would follow the gifted, the famous, or 

the spiritually elite. He simply said, “them that believe.” The 

supernatural life begins with faith in Christ.

Notice that Jesus did not tell believers to chase signs. He said 

signs would follow them. The focus has never been on miracles 

themselves but on the Lord who works through His people. 

Whenever God moves with power, His desire is that people 

would see Christ and believe the gospel.

This was the pattern throughout the book of Acts. As the 

disciples preached, God confirmed His Word with signs 

following. The sick were healed, the oppressed were set free, 

and lives were transformed. These miracles were never meant 

to glorify men. They revealed that Jesus was alive and still 

working through those who belonged to Him.

The same Lord who empowered the early church has not 

changed. The Holy Spirit still lives within every believer, giving 

strength, boldness, wisdom, and grace to fulfill God's purpose. 

Your confidence should never rest in your own ability but in 

Christ who lives in you.   
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This also means you must never become intimidated by 

darkness. Jesus said, “In my name shall they cast out devils.” 

The authority belongs to Him, and He has shared that authority 

with you. You do not stand before the enemy as someone trying 

to gain victory. You stand as someone who is already walking in 

the victory Christ secured through His death and resurrection.

As you continue walking with the Lord, expect your life to reflect 

His presence. Sometimes, He will work through your words. 

Sometimes, through your prayers. Sometimes through acts of 

compassion that open hearts to the gospel. However He 

chooses to work, remember that your greatest assignment is to 

reveal Christ. 

The greatest miracle is still a life transformed by Jesus. When  

Christ is seen in you, the world witnesses the reality of His 

kingdom.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

I declare that Christ lives in me, and His power is at work 

through my life. I will boldly proclaim the gospel without fear or 

intimidation. The Holy Spirit is strengthening me to represent 

Jesus faithfully wherever I go. My life will reveal your love and 

your power. As I obey the Lord, He will confirm His Word and 

glorify His name through me. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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D
avid's mighty men are remembered for their courage 

and remarkable victories, but their story also says 

something about David. Great leaders do more than 

accomplish great things. They help other people become all 

that God has called them to be.

When these men first came to David, they were in distress, in 

debt, and deeply discouraged (1 Samuel 22:2). They were not 

celebrated warriors. They were ordinary men looking for hope 

and direction. David accepted them where they were and led 

them toward something greater. Over time, they became men of 

courage whose names were recorded in Scripture.

Your leadership should have the same effect on the people 

around you. Whether you lead your family, a ministry, a 

business, or a team at work, your influence should help others 

grow. People should leave your presence with greater 

confidence in God and a clearer sense of who they can become.

David also won the hearts of his men. They trusted him because 

they knew he cared for them. They followed him through 

seasons of hardship because his life gave them confidence. 

Leadership is built long before a title is given. It grows through 

integrity, humility, and a genuine concern for people  .
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Consider the people God has placed in your care. Are you 

helping them grow? Are you encouraging them when they 

struggle? Are you creating opportunities for them to develop the 

gifts God has placed within them? One day, your greatest 

achievement may not be what you accomplished personally. It 

may be the lives that were strengthened because God allowed 

them to walk with you.

Lead in a way that leaves people stronger, wiser, and closer to 

Christ than when they first met you.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Lord, thank You for every person You have placed in my life. 

Thank You for the privilege of influencing others. My leadership 

will encourage people to grow in their walk with You and to 

become all that You have created them to be. Let my life be an 

example that brings honor to You and points others to Christ. In 

Jesus' Name, Amen.
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A
s a believer, God never intended for your life to blend 

completely with the patterns of this world. Salvation is 

not only about escaping judgment. It is also about 

transformation. When Christ comes into a person's life, 

something begins to change from within.

The word peculiar in Scripture does not mean strange or 

awkward. It speaks of a people who belong specially to God and 

are set apart for His purpose. Believers are called to live 

differently because they now carry the nature and life of Christ.

This difference should not only appear in outward appearance 

or religious activities. It should be seen in character, speech, 

attitudes, decisions, and daily conduct. The way a believer 

responds to pressure, temptation, conflict, success, and 

disappointment should reflect the influence of Christ within 

them.

The world often promotes compromise, selfishness, pride, and 

moral confusion as normal. But Romans 12:2 says, “Be not 

conformed to this world.” God does not want His people shaped 

entirely by the culture around them. He desires their minds and 

hearts to be renewed by His Word  .  
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Being different will sometimes make a believer stand out. There 

may be moments where obedience to God means refusing 

certain conversations, environments, habits, or compromises 

others consider acceptable. But spiritual distinction has always 

been part of God's calling upon His people.

Daniel is an example of this. Even while living in Babylon, he 

refused to defile himself with practices that dishonored God. His 

convictions remained strong despite the pressure around him. 

His life became a testimony because he chose faithfulness over 

compromise.

Living differently does not mean acting superior to others or 

becoming harsh and judgmental. Jesus Himself was full of 

grace and truth. Believers are called to reflect His love while still 

standing firmly in righteousness. The more a person walks 

closely with God, the more noticeable the difference becomes. 

Light naturally stands out in darkness.

God did not call believers to imitate the world. He called them to 

reveal Christ through the way they live.

PRAYER / DECLARATION

Father, thank You because my life has been called out of 

darkness into Your marvelous light. Thank You for the work of 

the Holy Spirit continually shaping my heart and character. My 

life will reflect the nature of Christ in speech, conduct, and 

decisions. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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any people think that having a relationship with GOD Mis about joining a religion or a church denomination. 

The simple truth is that it’s all about a relationship 

with GOD, our Maker. It’s about giving your heart and life to 

JESUS CHRIST, the Son of God, who died for your sins and the 

sins of the whole world so that you don’t have to spend eternity 

separated from GOD.

Maybe you’ve felt unworthy of salvation because of things 

you’ve done in the past. Perhaps you’ve believed that your 

good works or simply being a “good” person would save you. Or 

maybe you thought you were saved just because you were 

baptized or prayed a prayer, without experiencing a real change 

of heart.

The good news is that JESUS is calling you right now to trust 

and believe in HIM. Trust that HE has done all the work and paid 

the price for your sins. JESUS died, was buried, and rose from 

the dead because He took the penalty for your sins upon 

Himself. He died so that you could have eternal life. GOD simply 

asks you to believe in JESUS CHRIST and receive HIS free gift 

of salvation so you can live an abundant life with GOD both here 

on earth and for all eternity. I invite you now to accept JESUS 

CHRIST into your heart by saying this prayer: 
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 Lord God, I believe with all my heart in Jesus OChrist, the Son of the living God. I believe He died 

for me, You raised Him from the dead, and He is 

alive today. I confess with my mouth that Jesus Christ is 

LORD. From this moment, I accept JESUS CHRIST into my 

heart as my personal LORD and SAVIOR. I declare that I am 

saved. LORD, take full control of my life, fill me with The 

HOLY SPIRIT, and help me to serve You, live for You, and 

glorify You now and forever. Amen!
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