
UNIT 5

SPEAKING:Aspectsofspeechlikeprounciation,stress,intonation, andpauses

andtheirneed,formalandinformalspeeches,variousexpressionusedinspeech,

situationalspeech,generaldiscussions,GroupDiscussion,basicsofpresentaion

skillspractiseoneminutespeech,impromptu speeches,preparedspeeches

SPEAKINGSKILLS

Speakingskillsaredefinedastheskillswhichallowustocommunicate

effectively.Theygiveustheabilitytoconveyinformationverballyandinaway

thatthelistenercanunderstand.

Speakingisaninteractiveprocesswhereinformationisshared,andifnecessary,

acteduponbythelistener.So,itsimportanttodevelopbothspeakingand

listeningskillsinordertocommunicateeffectively.

Aspectsofspeechlikeprounciation,stress,intonation, andpausesandtheir

need

Aspectsofspeechlikeprounciation

"Pronunciation"referstothewayinwhichwemakethesoundofwords.

Therearenoshortcutstoperfectpronunciation,howevertherearesomewaysto

practisemoreeffectivelyandimproveyourskillsfaster.

Listentoyourself

Slowdown!

Pictureit…

Getphysical!

Watchyourself

Copytheexperts

PracticeEnglishalone

Findalanguagebuddy



Payattentiontointonationandstress

Singasong!

Listentoyourself

Itsoftendifficulttohearpronunciationerrorsinyourownspeechbecauseyou

areconcentratingactuallycommunicatingratherthanthesoundyouaremaking.

Ifyoucanthearyourpronunciationproblems,itstoughtocorrectthem.Try

recordingyourspeechwithyoursmartphoneorPCandmakinganoteofspecific

areasyouneedtoimproveon.

Slowdown

ManyEnglishlearnersthinkthatspeakingfluentlymeanstheyneedtospeakfast.

Thisiswrong.Speakingtoofastreinforcesbadhabitsandmakesthespeaker

soundnervousandindecisive.Speakingslowlywillgiveyoutimetobreathe

properlyandthinkaboutwhatyouwanttosaynext.Becauseitgivesyoutimeto

thinkwhileyouarespeaking,youllfeelmorerelaxedandbeabletoconcentrate

onmakingyourEnglishsoundfantastic.

Pictureit

Closeyoureyesandthinkabouthowtomakeasoundbeforesayingit.Visualize

thepositioningofyourmouthandface.Ifyouhavestudiedwiththephonemic

chart,thinkaboutthesoundyouaremakingandhowitrelatestootherEnglish

phonemes.Ifyouhaveuseddiagramsofthemouthandtongue,thinkaboutthe

shapeyouneedtomakeinsideyourmouthifyouwanttomakethesound

correctly.

Getphysical

Pronunciationisaphysicalskill.Youreteachingyourmouthanewwaytomove

andusingdifferentmuscles.Focusondifficultsoundseachday.Havingtrouble

withth?Putyourtonguebetweenyourteeth(dontbitedown)andblowairoutof

yourmouth.Feeltheairmoveoverthetopofyourtongue.

Watchyourself

Standinfrontofamirrortoseetheplacementofyourtongue,lips,andshapeof

yourmouthwhenyoumakecertainsounds.Comparewhatyouseewithavideo

ofanative-speakersayingthesamething.

Copytheexperts



Theresnoreplacementforlearningpronunciationfrom theexperts—

native-speakers.Solisten!ListentoEnglishradioprogramsandwatchtelevision

andmoviesinEnglish.Imitatewhatyourehearing— evenifyourenotsurewhat

theyresayingyet.

PracticeEnglishalone

Pronunciationproblemspersistbecausewereafraidtomakemistakes.Create

scenarios— meetingsomeoneforthefirsttime,orderingatarestaurant,asking

fordirections— thenactoutthedialoguebyyourself.Dontbeshy.

Findalanguagebuddy

Gettingfeedbackfrom anoutsideobserveriscrucial.Findafriendwhosalso

interestedinimprovingtheirEnglish.Tryexchangingrecordedmessagessoyou

canlistencloselytoeachotherspronunciation.

Payattentiontointonationandstress

Goodpronunciationismorethanjustmasteringindividualsounds.Itsalso

understandingintonation(theriseandfallofthevoice)andstress(somesounds

inwordsandsomewordsinsentencesarelouderorclearerthanothers).Read

poems,speechesandsongsaloud,concentratingonthewordstressand

intonation.

Aspectsofspeechstress

WordstressislikeagoldenkeytospeakingandunderstandingEnglish.

ThisisoneofthebestwaystounderstandspokenEnglish-especiallyEnglish

spokenfast.StressisanimportantfeatureofspokenEnglish.Clear,accurate

pronunciationofallEnglishwordsreliesoncorrectarticulationandplacementof

stress.

Stressisaqualityofvowelsounds.Ithasthreeprimarycharacteristics:

Length↔

Volume

Pitch↑

Stressedvowelsoundsarelonger,louder,and/orhigherinpitchthanvowel

soundswithoutstress.Youcanusejustoneofthesefeatures,orany

combinationofthesefeaturesatthesametime.Overall,stressedsoundsare



strongerthanunstressedsounds.

Stressandsyllablesarecloselyrelated.AlmostallsyllablesinEnglishcontaina

vowelsound;therefore,weusuallysaythatsyllablesarestressedorunstressed.

Everymulti-syllableEnglishwordcontainsatleastonestressedsyllable.

Wordstress,orsometimeslexicalstress,isthestressplacedonagivensyllable

inaword.Thepositionofwordstressinawordmaydependoncertaingeneral

rulesapplicableinthelanguageordialectinquestion,butinotherlanguages,it

mustbelearnedforeachword,asitislargelyunpredictable.Insomecases,

classesofwordsinalanguagedifferintheirstressproperties;forexample,

loanwordsintoalanguagewithfixedstressmaypreservestressplacementfrom

thesourcelanguage.

Aspectsofspeechlikeintonation

Intonationoccurswhenthevoicechangesinpitchandtonewhilespeaking.You

cancompareittomusicandhowdifferentsongscaninspiresadness,anger,or

joy.Awell-writtenandwell-spokenspeechcandothesame.Higherintonationis

awaytoexcitetheaudience,whileslowingandloweringyourtonewilleitherend

apointoraspeech.

Aspectsofspeechlikepauses

Apause,ifusedcorrectly,canaddagreatdealtoyourpresentationorspeech.

Hereare10waysyoucanuseapauseeffectively.

Addemphasistokeypoints-apausebefore,duringorafteryousaysomething

youwishtoemphasisecanbeapowerfulverbaltoolinapresentation.When

preparingyourspeech,makeanoteoftheimportantphrasesandplanpauses

aroundthem.Tryandspreadthesethroughoutyourpresentationandensureyou

practicesoyou'renottryingthem onthefly.Don'tbeafraidtopauseforupto3

secondsandremembertimeseemstopassquickerwhenyouareonstage.

Indicateachangeintoneortopic-pausingbetweentwodifferentpartsofyour

talkcantelltheaudiencesomethingnewisstarting.Youcanalsodothisafteran

introductionorbeforeaconclusiontohelptheaudienceunderstandthe

progressionthroughyourspeech.

Makesentencesclear-abriefpauseeverytimeyourscripthasacomma

betweensectionsinalist,andalongerpausewhenthere'sahardstoptoa

sentence,willslowyoudownandlettheaudiencehearwhatyouaresaying.It

alsogivesthem timetoprocesstheinformation,particularlyusefulifyour



speechisonacomplextopicoriftheaudience'snativelanguageisn'tthesame

asyourpresentation.

Recallwhatyouwanttosay-apauseletsyoudothiswithouttheaudience

knowingoryouhavingtoapologiesforforgettingwhattosaynext,breaking

you'reaudience'sconcentration.

Replaceafillerorhesitationword-thereisnothingwrongwiththeoccasional

hesitationword,aslongasit'snotusedtoofrequently.Ifyoufindyourself

overusingacertainword(commonwordsinclude'like','and','so')duringyour

preparation,tryapauseandamental,notverbal,um.Recordingyourvoicewhile

practicing,usingeitheramobilephonevoicerecorderorevenvirtualreality,will

helpyouidentifyyourfillerwords.

Distributeeyecontact-thisagainaddsemphasistothepointyouhave,orare

justaboutto,make.Iftheaudienceislarge,spend1-2secondsgivingeye

contacttoseveraldifferentareasoftheaudiencebeforecontinuing.Thishelps

keeptheaudienceengagedandfeelinvolvedinthepresentation.

Lettheapplausefinish-ifyourspeakingatalargevenue,you'llmostlikelybe

applaudedwhenyoucomeonthestage.Makesureyoupauselongenoughfor

theapplausetofinish— particularlyiftheeventisbeingrecorded,suchasata

TEDtalk.Thisensuresclappingwon'tdownoutyourimportantopeningline.

Waitfortheaudiencetostoplaughing-ifyou'vetoldajokeanditsgonedown

well(notalwaysthecase!),apauseletstheaudiencecalm downbeforeyou

carryonwithyourspeech.Comediansareofcourseverygoodatthis,usually

waitingacoupleofsecondsaftertheapplausehasfinishedtobuildsuspensefor

thenextsection.

Letotherstalk-ifyou'rehavingaconversationatanetworkingevent,negotiation,

orevengivingasalespitch,makesureyoupauseregularlytogivetheother

personachancetoaskquestionsaboutthetopicortoclarifywhatyouhavesaid.

Thisway,you'llfindoutwhattheotherpersonrequires/wants/interestsare

andthesecanguidetheconversationtoamutuallypositiveoutcome.Readmore

onactivelisteningandexercisestoimproveyourskillsinthisarea.

presentationskills

Presentationskillsaretheskillsyouneedindeliveringeffectiveandengaging



presentationstoavarietyofaudiences.Theseskillscoveravarietyofareassuch

asthestructureofyourpresentation,thedesignofyourslides,thetoneofyour

voiceandthebodylanguageyouconvey.

WhatStructure?

Structureisimportantbecauseawellorganizedpresentationcreatesan

impressionthatyouknowwhatyouaretalkingabout-youwillgaintheaudience's

trustandtheywillbemorelikelytolistentoyou.Astructureprovidesalogical

flowsothatyoucanprovidetheinformationthattheaudienceneedstofollow

yourpresentation.Thestructurewillhelpyoubecomemorecomfortable

followingthisflow.Thereisanaturalstructuretopresentingandthefollowing

structureformalizesthisprocess.

Purpose

Todetermineyourpurposeask"WhatarethemainpointsIwantmyaudienceto

takeawayfrom mypresentation"?Thisprovidesfocusforyouandtheaudience

isclearonwhattheywillgainlisteningtoyourpresentation.

Audiencepre-assessment

Itisimportanttoidentifythecharacteristics,knowledgeandneedsofyour

audiencesothatyouaredeliveringthe'right'presentationtothe'right'audience.

Knowwhoyouraudienceis,whattheywant/needtoknowandwhatistheir

background.Thisstepisdonebeforethepresentationorthroughout.

OpeningyourPresentation/Bridge

Thisisalsoknownasthehook.Itisdesignedtograbtheaudience'sattention

andprovidethem withareasontobeinterestedinthepresentation.

BodyofPresentation

Thisisthemajorportionofthepresentation.Itisnecessarythatitconnects

directlytoyourpurposeorbridge.Coverenoughpointstoachieveyourpurpose

(nomore)andbesuretosupportyourpointsclearlyandconcisely.

ClosingyourPresentation

Thisisthefinalimpressionthatyouwillleavewithyouraudience-makesureitis

astrongone.Connectbacktoyourpurposeandletthem knowwhereyouhave

been.Leaveyouraudiencewithaclearunderstandingofyourpoints

10-20-30Rule



the10-20-30RuleofPowerPointPresentations

10Slides

Byhavingalimitof10slides,youwillbemanagingthecognitiveloadforyour

audiences.Theycaneasilyfollowtheflowofyourpresentations.Italso

challengesyoutodesignyourpresentationswell:choosewhat'simportantand

leaveoutwhat'sunnecessary

20Minutes

Bygivingyourselflimitedtimeonyourpresentation,youarechallengingyourself

toleaveoutunnecessarydetailsandfocusontheimportantstoriesthatwill

conveyyourmessage.Evenifyoursessionhasbeenallottedwithmoretime,you

candevotetheremainingminutestodiscussions,questionsoranytechnique

thatinvolvesaudienceswithyourpresentation.

Thereareeventsandorganizationsthatspecializeinpresentationswithtime

constraintssuchasPechaKuchaandtheThree-MinuteThesis.

30-sizeFont

Dependingontheroom andscreensize,mostaudienceswillbeabletoseetext

thatareatleast30-sizefont.Whendesigningyourpresentation,keepinmind

thatanythingyoushowmustbevisibletoeverybodyinattendance,especially

thoseintheback.

Ifyouareconcernedaboutfittingmoretextinaslide,alwaysremembertheydo

notnecessarilymakeabetterpresentation.

Keepinmindthattheserulesareverysubjectiveandeachsituationisunique.

Applythem asagoodruleofthumbtoguideyouinplanningyourpresentations.

Othercircumstancesmaycomeandyouneedtobeflexiblehowever,haveyour

visibleandconcisepresentations.

6x6Rule

Followingthe6x6rule,limitsanytextto6wordsperlineand6linesperslide.

Similartothe10-20-30rule,itfocusesonreadabilityandconciseness.

Whenusedeffectively,textcanbeusefulinconveyingideasinpresentations.

Toomuchtextthoughcanlookmonotonousandtiringforaudiencestoread.

Youareremindedtodistillyourthoughtsintoshortlinesanduseyourpresence

toexpandintomoredetail.Audiencesaretheretolistenandwatchyou,notread



yourslides.

besttipstoimproveyourpresentationskills.

1.Practice

2.Transform NervousEnergyIntoEnthusiasm.

3.AttendOtherPresentations.

4.ArriveEarly.

5.AdjusttoYourSurroundings.

6.MeetandGreet.

7.UsePositiveVisualization.

8.RememberThatMostAudiencesAreSympathetic.

9.TakeDeepBreaths.

10.Smile.

11.Exercise.

12.WorkonYourPauses.

13.DontTrytoCoverTooMuchMaterial.

14.ActivelyEngagetheAudience.

15.BeEntertaining.

16.AdmitYouDontHaveAlltheAnswers.

17.UseaPowerStance.

18.DrinkWater.

19.DontFighttheFear.

Informalandformalspeech

Informalspeechdiffersfrom StandardEnglish,favouringamorerelaxedtone

anddeviationfrom thetypicalrulesofgrammar.Youmayhearinformalspeech

betweenfriends,families,peersandevenstrangers.Itiscommonlyheardin

everydaylife.



Informalspeechmayincludeslangwordssuchaslit,shookandsquad.People

speakinginformallywilltypicallyusecontractionstosavetime,choosingtosay

haventratherthanhavenot.

Forinstance:

Cheersforringing,Dude.FeelslikeIhaventseenyouinages!Haveyouseen

JonoandMarklately?

FormalspeechismorelikelytoadheretotherulesofStandardEnglish.Formal

speechismostcommonlyusedintheworkplace,placesoflearningsuchas

universitiesoreventswithaserioustone.

Formalspeechrarelyincludesslangwords.Therewillbefewercontractions

usedandthespeakerislikelytofollowapropersentencestructure.

Forinstance:

Im sopleasedtobeheretoday.Thankyousomuchforyourinvitationandyour

kindwordsregardingmyrecentpromotion.Ifeeltrulygratefultobesurrounded

bysuchwonderful,distinguishedindividualstonight.

Tipsonhowtouseformalandinformallanguage

1.Knowinwhichsituationsyoucanuseinformallanguage

2.Grammar

Informallanguage,grammarismorecomplexandsentencesaregenerally

longer.Forexample:

Weregrettoinform youthatthedeliverywillbedelayedduetoadverseweather

conditions[formal]

Sorry,butthedeliverywillbelatebecauseoftheweather[informal]

Haveyouseenmyglasses?[formal]

Seenmyglasses?[informal]

Iam sorrytohavekeptyouwaiting[formal]

Sorrytokeepyouwaiting[informal]

3.Modalverbs

Formallanguageusesmodalverbs.Forexample:



Wewouldbegratefulif….

Couldyoukindlyinform usasastowhether..?

4.Pronouns

Formallanguageislesspersonal,andismorelikelytousetheweasapronoun

ratherthanI:Forexample:

Wecanassistintheresolutionofthismatter.Contactusonourhelplinenumber

[formal]

Icanhelpyousolvethisproblem.Callme![informal]

Weregrettoinform youthat……[formal]

Im sorry,but….[informal]

Wehavepleasureinannouncing….[formal]

Im happytosay…[informal]

5.Vocabulary

Informallanguage,wordsaregenerallylonger.Forexample:

Require[formal]vsneed[informal]

Purchase[formal]vsbuy[informal]

Acceptable[formal]vsokay[informal]

Assistance[formal]vshelp[informal]

Require[formal]vswant[informal]

ImproveyourconfidenceinspokenEnglishwithourGeneralEnglishcourseor

IndividualEnglishtraininginourcentreinLondonoronline.

6.Pronunciation

Speechisgenerallyslowerinformallanguage,allowingforcorrectandclear

pronunciation,andthetoneofthevoiceismoreserious.

7.Contractions

Thesearenotusedinformallanguage.Ininformallanguagetheyareusedfor

easierflowandfasterspeech.Forexample:



Shehasdecidedtoacceptthejoboffer[formal]

Shesdecidedtoacceptthejoboffer[informal]

8.Abbreviationsandacronyms

Thesearenotusedinformallanguage.Forexample:

Assoonaspossible[formal]vsasap[informal]

Advertisement[formal]vsadoradvert[informal]

Photograph[formal]vsphoto[informal]

9.Colloquiallanguage

Thisisnotusedinformallanguage.Forexample:

Wouldyoulikeacupoftea?[formal]vsFancyacuppa?[informal]

Wouldyouliketo… [formal]vsDoyouwant….[informal]

10.Emojisareneverusedinformallanguage

1minutespeeches

1minutespeechescanbepressedonyouatanypoint.Itmightbeanimpromptu

speech,itmightbeatoastyouhavebeenaskedtodeliverthatsameevening,or

itmaybeashortspeechwhereyouhaveplentyoftimetopractice.

Howdoyoubegina1minutespeech

Usually,abeginningissupposedtobeveryengagingsoyouraudienceishooked

toyourtalkuntiltheendofthespeech.

Butinthecaseofa1minutespeech,youdontneedtofocusmuchonthe

opening.

Asimple,Im goingtokeepthisshortintroworksjustfine.

Infact,mostpeopleprefershorterspeeches.

Sostartingoffwithlettingtheaudienceknowthatyouaregoingtokeepthis

shortgivesthem thecomfortthattheydonthavetopayattentionfortoolong.It

alsodoesntsurprisethem whenyourtalkendswithinaminuteortwo.

Justanote,skipallthethankyousandgoodmorningsatthebeginningofyour



speech.Youonlyhaveaminute.Somakeitcount.

Howdoyouend?

Endwithyourmainmessage.Itsassimpleasthat.

Youraudienceismostlikelytorememberthelastthingyousayevenifitsjusta

1minutespeech!Sosaveyourcoremessageuntiltheend.

OR — youcanmentionyourmainideainthemiddlebutmakesureyouendwith

thataswellsoitsfreshinyouraudiencesmind.

Dontgetfancywiththingslikeendingwithaquoteorapoem oranything.Ifyou

wanttoreadmoreaboutendinganormal5-20minutelongspeech,read5Ways

toEndYourSpeechWithMaximum Impact!

Butifyouregivinga1-2minuter,dontgetfancy.Instead…

Keepitsimple

Whenyouhaveashortamountoftime,itshardtogetdramaticoraddanytricks.

Yourbestbetistokeepgiveasimpletalk.Usesimplebodylanguageandsimple

words.

Addapersonalelement

Tryandaddapersonalanecdoteinyourspeech.Itdoesnthavetobeverylongof

course.Just2-4sentencesonhowyoumighthaveexperiencedwhatyoure

speakingonorwhyyoureacrediblepersontospeakonsaidtopic.

Itaddsapersonaltouchelementtoyourspeechandhelpstheaudiencerelate

and/orempathizewithyouevenifitsjustforaminute.

Thatconnectionwiththeaudienceiswhatwillmakeallthedifferencetothem

rememberingyourspeechandsubsequently,rememberingyou.

Practice

Thisisabigone(foranyandeveryspeech!).

Whenyoureabouttodeliverashortspeech,itstemptingtojustwingitsince

youreonlygoingtobeonstageforabout1or2minutes.

Butthatsexactlywhyyouneedtoensureyouutilizethatminutetothemaximum

Avoidfillerwords



Ifyourenotfamiliarwithitalready,thesearefillerwordsandbreakstheflowof

yourspeech.

Whenyourerehearsing,trytobeconsciouslyawareofthesefillerwordsand

avoidthem asmuchasyoucan.

Sure,acoupleofthem wontkillyourspeech.Infact,itllmakeyoulookmore

human

SpeechSituation

Aspeechsituationisthesocialcontextofinteraction.Itisdeterminedby

differentsituationalfactors— theelementsofaspeechsituation.Theseinclude:

(1)Theparticipants(speaker(s)/addressee(s))andtheirsocialrelations(grade

offamiliarity,power)definetheirsocialrolesinthecommunicativesituation,

(2)Thelocationorphysicalsettingofcommunication(e.g.school,athome,ina

shop),

(3)Thepurposeofthecommunication,

(4)Thetopic:whatisbeingtalkedabout?,

(5)Themodeorchanneloflinguisticexpression:spokenorwrittenlanguage.

Togetherthesefactorsmakeupthespeechsituation.Basedontheaspectsof

thespeechsituation,theparticipantsconsciouslyorsubconsciouslychoosea

languagevarietywhichtheydeem appropriateforacertainspeechsituation

Impromptuspeech

Animpromptuspeechiswhenyou'reaskedtospeakinpublicwithoutprior

notice.Itcanbeoneofthemostterrifyingspeechesyou'lleverdo;standingupin

frontofacrowdandhavingtospeakforafewminuteswithoutpreparationis

dauntingevenforthemostseasonsspeakers.

It'snotlikelytohappenoften,howeverwhenitdoes,youdon'twanttobecaught

completelyoff-guard.Hereareafewthingstobearinmindifyou'reaskedto

speakatshortnotice.

Impromptuspeechdefinition

Animpromptuspeechisgivenwithlittleornopreparation,yetalmostalways

withsomeadvanceknowledgeonthetopic.Thisissometimesreferredtoas"off



thecuff"or"spurofthemoment".

Tipsongivinganimpromptuspeech

Ifyouareabouttomakeanimpromptuspeechandhaveafewminutesto

prepare,followthesetwotips:

1.Makesomequicknotes

Thefirstthingyoushoulddowhenaskedtospeak,istograbapenandapiece

ofpaper(ornapkin-whateveryoucanfindtowriteon).Jotdownafewinitial

ideas,orevenjustafewwordsthatyoucanexpanduponduringyourspeech.

Ifyoudon'twriteanythingelse,makesureyou'vewrittendownyourstartingand

endingsentencesasthesearethemostimportant.

2.Decideonthetone

Next,thinkaboutwhattonetospeakin.Thiswilldependonthetypeofevent

you'reat.Forexample,ataweddingyouwouldspeakinformallyandyoucan

havefunwiththespeech,whereasatabusinessconferenceyouwouldspeak

moreformallyandsticktoaprofessionaltone.

Impromptuspeechframeworks

Thisiswhenitgetseasy.Pickoneoftheseframeworkstouseasastructureto

yourimpromptuspeechandyou'llinstantlyfeelmoreprepared.They'reeasyto

remembersoyouwon'thavetowritethem down,andinsteadcanjustwrite

downkeywordsforeachpoint.

1.The5Ws

Usefulforwhenyou'respeakingaboutapersonorspecificevent

Followingthe5Wsprovidesinstantstructuretoyourspeechandyou'llbeableto

organiseyourthoughtsinaneasy-to-followway.Youdon'tevenneedtochange

theorder-startingwithwho'givescontexttothespeechandendingwithwhy'

leavestheaudiencewiththemostimportant,relatablepoint.

Who-whoisinvolvedintheeventorwhoisattending

What-whateventareyouatandwhatarethecommongoals?

Where-whereistheevent,howdidtheinitiativetheeventrevolvesaroundstart?

When-isthetimingoftheeventimportant?Whatdoesthefuturehold?



Why-whyiseveryonethere?Whyareyouthere?

2.Diplomaticframework

Usefulforformaloccasionssuchasabusinessconference.

Forthisimpromptuspeech,startbytalkingabouttheadvantagesand

disadvantagesofthesubjecttopicthenendwithaconclusion.

Thiswillmakeyourspeechinformativeandenableyoutotalkforalongerperiod

oftimethanthe5Ws.It'simportanttonotbeafraidofsilencewhenusingthis

framework.

Giventhatthereislessroom forcreativity,youmayfindyouneedtopauseto

thinkaboutwhatyou'regoingtosaynext.Whileyouthink,youcouldwalkupand

downthestageslightlyasifyouarelettingyourlastpointsettle,askifthereare

anyquestions,oraskforaglassofwater

Thesetechniquesallbuyyoumoretimeifyourmindgoesblankandsaveyou

(andyouraudience)from feelingawkwardaboutaprolongedsilence.

3.Storytelling

Usefulforinformaleventssuchasweddingsandbooklaunches.

Storytellingisapowerfulmethodofspeakingandisaneasywayofconnecting

withtheaudience.Whenhavingtospeakwhenyouaren'tprepared,startoff

small,thenmedium,andendlarge.Basically,talkabouttheeventfrom an

individualperspective,thenagroupornationalperspective,andendwiththe

biggerpicture.


