Preface

Welcome to the AAAI 2026 Workshop on Bias in Multimodal AI: Representation, Risk, and
Repair.

As multimodal Al systems become increasingly central to how we interpret, generate, and act
on information across text, image, audio, and other modalities, questions of bias have
become more urgent and more complex. Bias in multimodal systems is not merely a matter
of skewed datasets or isolated model failures. It emerges through interactions among
representations, training objectives, interfaces, deployment settings, and social context.
Understanding these interactions requires perspectives that cut across machine learning,
natural language processing, computer vision, ethics, human-centered AI, and
domain-specific applications.

This workshop was created to provide a forum for that conversation. Our aim is to bring
together researchers and practitioners who study how bias is represented, amplified,
diagnosed, and mitigated in multimodal AI systems. The theme of this year’s
workshop—representation, risk, and repair—reflects three complementary challenges:
understanding how multimodal models encode socially consequential distinctions,
identifying the technical and human risks that follow from those representations, and
developing principled methods for analysis, intervention, and repair.

The 2026 program reflects the breadth and urgency of this topic. It includes keynote talks by
Prof. Eduard Hovy and Prof. Sang-Wook Yi, an invited talk by Dr. Kyungreem Han, a panel
discussion on representation, risk, and repair, and presentations of selected accepted papers
addressing multimodal bias from technical, conceptual, and application-oriented
perspectives. Together, these sessions highlight the importance of interdisciplinary dialogue
in advancing both the scientific understanding and practical governance of multimodal AI.

We are deeply grateful to our workshop organisers, student organisers, program committee
members, speakers, panelists, and authors for their time, expertise, and commitment to this
effort. This workshop has been shaped by collaboration across institutions and countries,
and we hope it offers a constructive space for rigorous discussion, new connections, and
future research directions in responsible multimodal Al

We warmly welcome you to the workshop and hope you find the program engaging,
thought-provoking, and generative.
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