
R	Programming	Resources

How	to	find	help



Programming is hard.
(but there are lots of good resources to help)

We’ll look at:
1. Where to get help for problems
2. Where to go to learn more



● Be as specific as you can: search for R + package + error wording, or 
author, or anything that will help filter results

● Pay attention to the dates of results - sometimes blog posts, etc are 
outdated

Where to get help for problems



Slack	channels



StackOverflow Tips	for	search
• Use	specific	keywords/tags

• R
• which	package	(if	applicable)
• what	are	you	trying	to	do

• Look	for	the	answer	with	the	most	votes

Tips	for	asking	a	question

• Check	to	see	if	it	has	already	been	asked	
and	answered

• Make	your	title	specific
• Keep	your	question	as	brief	as	possible,	

while	providing	all	necessary	detail
• Provide	reproducible	examples

as	short	as	possible
as	general	as	possible

• Use	tags:	r,	ggplot2,	knitr...
• SO	tips:	

http://stackoverflow.com/help/how-to-
ask



Using	CRAN	– the	Comprehensive	R	Archive	Network	(https://cran.r-
project.org/)

1. R	Manuals
2. Search	Packages	(date/package-name/title-description)
3. Package	Manuals	and	Vignettes



Twitter
● R Consortium for R news
● #rstats to see what’s going on
● Good people/accounts to follow to keep up with general R news/hot topics

○ Hadley Wickham
○ Jenny Bryan
○ David Robinson
○ Julia Silge
○ Karl Broman
○ RLadiesGlobal
○ Alice Data
○ Oliver Keyes
○ Kara Woo
○ Hilary Parker
○ Hilary Mason

Google+	Communities
● R Programming for Data Analysis
● Statistics and R
● Data Analysis and Statistical Inference

Where to get help for problems + Where to learn more



Email	lists

https://www.r-bloggers.com/ - daily	R	news	and	tutorials

https://tinyletter.com/data-is-plural - weekly	newsletter	with	interesting	public	datasets

http://dataelixir.com/ - weekly	newsletter	data	science	news	and	resources

https://fronkonstin.com/ - once	or	twice	a	month:	“small	experiments	in	R”	by	Antonio	Chinchon

http://varianceexplained.org/ - approximately	monthly	David	Robinson’s	blog

(by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list!!)



RStudio Essentials - 13 webinars

Shiny Essentials - 10 webinars

The Essentials of Data Science - 13 webinars

Advanced Shiny - 11 webinars

Advanced Data Science - 4 webinars

User Talks - 15 talks (as of today)

also https://shiny.rstudio.com for more Shiny resources, 
https://rmarkdown.rstudio.com for interactive dashboards, and
https://spark.rstudio.com for more resources for using sparklyr

RStudio Webinars
https://www.rstudio.com/resources/webinars/



Podcasts

Not	So	Standard	Deviations	(Hilary	Parker	and	Roger	Peng)
https://soundcloud.com/nssd-podcast

Linear	Digressions	(Katie	Malone	and	Ben	Jaffe)
http://lineardigressions.com/

Partially	Derivative	(Chris	Albon	and	Jonathan	Morgan)
http://partiallyderivative.com/



Courses

https://www.coursera.org - 37	courses
https://www.datacamp.com - 37	courses
https://www.udacity.com/

swirl()	- interactive	tutorial	in	R
>install.packages("swirl")
>library(“swirl”)
>swirl()



Books!

R	for	Data	Science - Hadley	Wickham	and	Garrett	Grolemund	
http://r4ds.had.co.nz/

R	in	Action - Robert	Kabacoff	
http://www.statmethods.net/



Programming is also fun!!
(R developers may be the happiest developers of all!!)

https://hackernoon.com/which-programming-languages-have-the-happiest-and-angriest-commenters-ebe91b3852ed#.6oflkgi5z


