
Students who engaged in code review reported communication and increased 
focus on documentation as learning outcomes. 

Faculty involvement and encouragement was a strong predictor of whether 
students implemented code review within their projects, before and after code 

review resources were provided. 

Talking in Code: Code Review as a Form of Communication
Lisinker, R., Zieffler, A., Legacy, C.

Code Review (CR) is defined as a manual and 
systematic line-by-line code inspection.
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Benefits:  
• Communication 
• Consistent feedback loop 
• Knowledge sharing 
• Cleaner code

Challenges:  
• Timing 
• Establishing CR process 
• Scope and tone of 

feedback
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The team provides the completed 
project along with code and 
documentation to client for review
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Code is written by designated author 
and code review feedback loop 
between author and reviewer is initiated

Reviewer gives the OK on final 
review round and code is added 
to the team’s repository
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