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BUILD PEACE 2024

Pushing Frontiers, From the Ground Up

November 14-16
Manila, the Philippines

Build Peace is an annual conference that explores emergent challenges to peace in a digital era, and
peacebuilding innovations to address these challenges, it equally brings together individuals and
organizations from diverse backgrounds to explore innovative ways to build peace. The conference is open
to anyone who is interested in peacebuilding and conflict resolution, including academics, activists,

policymakers, and practitioners. This inclusive approach allows for a dynamic exchange of ideas and
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perspectives, making Build Peace a truly unique and valuable experience for all attendees. Under this
umbrella, each year Build Peace focuses on one central theme, linked to the location where the conference

takes place.

This year’s conference, co-organised by Build Up and Climate Conflict Action, is taking place in Manila,

Philippines from November 14-16, 2024 under the theme “Pushing Frontiers, From the Ground Up*,

The main objective of Build Peace 2024 is to spark new thinking and collaborations in the field of
peacebuilding. By pushing the frontiers and exploring new approaches, this conference aims to inspire
participants to think outside the box and challenge traditional methods of conflict resolution. Through
interactive workshops, panel discussions, and networking sessions, attendees will have the opportunity to
learn from each other and gain new insights into how to build peace from the ground up. The conference
will also focus on the role of innovation in peacebuilding. With the rapid advancements in technology, there
is a growing need to explore how these innovations can be used for peacebuilding and conflict resolution.
Attendees will have the chance to learn about cutting-edge technologies and their potential applications in

peacebuilding efforts.

In addition to addressing these crucial topics, Build Peace 2024 will also showcase transformative practices
that have been successful in promoting peace and reducing conflict. By highlighting these practices, the
conference hopes to inspire attendees to implement similar initiatives in their own communities and

contribute to building sustainable peace.

Prior to our presentation at Build peace, we had some working sessions at the MOLD space to make sure

that the BrailleRAP was good to present, especially adding the PH version to the project.
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Images: Saad Chinoy and the Manila makers building the BrailleRap device. The PH version is a whole new addition
to the BrailleRap project, November 12 -13, 2024

Three days of interactive workshops

The most public aspect of Build Peace is a conference event; it is an interdisciplinary space that runs for
three full days, gathering around 300 people annually. Participants come from more than 60 different
countries, working in national and international NGOs, the UN system, academic institutions, civil society
organisations, grassroots organizing and the private sector. This year, attendees will learn and be skilled on
a variety of topics on technology facilitated responses to technology facilitated violence, discovering the
intersectionality of conflict and climate, creating mediation spaces to discuss peace building and security,
connecting displaced, migrant and conflict survivors to the Internet to learn using the power of self-

organization.
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image: Saad Chinoy with #defyhatenow Cameroon team Vianney Forewah and Angaama Joy Amba at the MOLD
Makerspace Manila preparing the BrailleRap devices, November 14, 2024

rOg_agency for open culture and critical transformation in conjunction with the #defyhatenow team from
Cameroon and local Manila ‘makers’ are leading the workshop: “BrailleRap: Creating Community Technologies
for Inclusive Peacebuilding” on November 15, 2024. They will focus on presenting a BrailleRAP and
leveraging the power of open source hardware for more effective peacebuilding! BrailleRAP is a community
accessible Braille embosser (printer) - a digitally controlled machine helping to lower the barrier for
visually impaired peacebuilders. Stephen Kovats of rOg_agency, joined by Cameroonian #defyhatenow
activists Angaama Joy Amba and Ndum Vianney Forewah, along with Singapore based open cultures
entrepreneur and critical maker Saad Chinoy, will demonstrate and show how to build and maintain a
BrailleRAP device. Saad, who mentored a group of Manila-based open hardware makers from the MOLD
Makerspace, in building a BrailleRap device in the run-up to the conference, will join the team in showcasing
the crucial need for inclusion of disabled persons in conflict mitigation, providing an opportunity to
strengthen a growing network of inclusive peacebuilding makers. Good news! You can find the BrailleRap

device described in full, with links to the open source files and means to build your own device at
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https://www.braillerap.org/ For the version being developed for #defyhatenow, and the initial prototype
built in Manila, you can access the interface to type Brallie now live on the defyhatenow.org server through

aclick here: https://braillerap.defyhatenow.org/ (https://braillerap.defyhatenow.org/)

Image: Saad Chinoy and #defyhatenow Cameroon team Vianney Forewah and Angaama Joy Amba at the Build
Peace conference presenting the BrailleRAP, November 15, 2024

Learn more on the different presentations to be done at the conference here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kc498qEDHsC76Y7IVwqgtnZykfC3xw9CiBXA1tqPOn8/edit?
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kc498qEDHsC76Y71VwqgtnZykfC3xw9CiBXA1tgPOn8/edit?
tab=t.0)

About Us and the Co-organisers of Build Peace
rOg_agency for Open Culture and Critical Transformation gGmbH

rOg_agency works with grassroots, governmental, and international organizations often to bridge gaps
between policy and tangible action on the ground. rOg_agency collaborates with communities in the
equatorial regions of Africa and Southeast Asia. Currently most of rOg_agency’s activities are in
collaboration with communities and organizations in the Republic of South Sudan, Uganda, Cameroon,

Ghana, Kenya, Ethiopia, and The Gambia. https://openculture.agency/ (https://openculture.agency/)

#defyhatenow Cameroon
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In collaboration with the Association Civic Watch (https://civicwatch.cm/), #defyhatenow works on

providing community-based and data-driven solutions to the problem of hate speech, disinformation and
misinformation. Our work focuses on creating a framework for increasing trust between stakeholders
through mobilizing civic action against all forms of hate speech and incitement to violence. This initiative
seeks to support the voices and actions of citizens working against online induced conflict within and

outside affected regions by bringing youth, community leaders, grassroots organizations and further civil
so&%ﬂ&@@&&ﬂﬂo&@&i@ldﬁ%&ﬁa&edia and information literacy framework. Bridging gaps of

knewledge-andawarenessofsociatmediamechanisms between those with access to technology and those

wi1:hﬂt, i d}g\/he t@)vs is@grav\Mg 1 at@)r of online and offline peacebuilders.

https://defyhatenow.org/about/ (https://defyhatenow.org/about/)

Build Up

< (https://defyhatenow.org/cameroon-diaspo-et-en-afrique-prevue-a-luniversite-de-yaounde-ii/)
It is an organisation that transforms conflict in the digital age. At the intersection of peacebuilding and

technology, Build Up uses new tools for old problems, and old tools for new problems. They implement
programs, conduct research, and develop technicdl tlutions to engage with conflict and build societies in
which everyone can thrive. They work on emerget@hal(hges to peace in the digital age and emergent
opportunities to transform conflict with digital teSij(olobp. They equally hold spaces within the
peﬁﬁlﬂhiﬂl‘h@e)lfﬁadiﬂlgmonversations and S/Wibgtjy{ns to collectively learn how to build peace in the
digital age through action, reflection and iteratiowd th}{tconduct research and provide policy
recommendations on using technology to build WfaWFW to address emergent challenges to peace in

the AP BN THE CONVERSATION 3c tte

FoIIo?/é/tusse%réé)g%rosr?gcl)acllﬁ%%léxlgIatforms for updaesbn tRe@evelopments of the three days workshop. To

follow them and remain updated on the next sess@ or qper related opportunities visit them here:

https://howtobuildpeace.org/a bout-build-peﬁ@%fb{owtobuiIdpeace.org/about-buiId-peace/)

Climate Conflict Action (CCAA) (@) e

m/ fy

The Climate Conflict Action is an independent noH%)vewgental organization that gathers and analyses

climate and conflict data to collaborate with com unitie_E towards actions that lead to sustainable peace.
Provimmﬁmgmwheir n¥erope¢able tools that create robust and insightful

reports on %ommunit,ies affected by cJimate and ictrr]s;ps. They coIIabpratehwith local communipes to
#defyhatenow in Cameroon seeks to supporg osewvpjces acting against the conflict to go 'vira

monit o AN N AR MO S TR F N L Bt & IS IO RB TR BrATRise Indhe R NR PiRgt9dnePire
actionsud solsirt ihRhraipetsacans Ut se day W MQIRAHIS BRESVeIR RRBBERvIME data on
confligtm@gf@f@@ﬁmbmwm@@m;mdmonfwmt @o civil conflict and how it has affected the
country since 2011 to 2020 read more here: httm/(tonﬂc)alert.info/ (https://conflictalert.info/). You can

also know learn about their EWER systems and nay'[)lng here: https://conflictalert.info/data-and-

mapping/cems (https://conflictalert.info/data-and- ing/cems)
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Sincere appreciation to the support from Build Up and the Build Peace 2024 conference, and to our partners in
Manil®SErELD-M@rspace, EJ Angeles, Jay Fajardo, and colleagues Saad Chinoy, Vianney Forewah, Angaama Joy

Amba along with the rOg_agency, #defyhatenow and BrailleRap teams for making this possible!
Diaspora Dialogués

HashthBeaceletters
Annual Reports

#Tech4Ptface lﬁngceBu:ld:ng #BuildPeace2024 #defyhatenow #BrailleRAP #ASKotec
#AFFCameroon
BrailleRAP
#237Check
Digital Skills Training
Media Mentions

Contact

CAMPAIGNS

#Peacelam
#SelamLeEthiopia
#Women4Peace
#Music4Peace
#ThinkB4UClick

OUR FOCUS

Social Media Analysis, Monitoring and Citizen Data
Activism, Art, Campaigns

Open Tech and Emergency Response

Education, Trauma Relief And Psychosocial Support

Policy Development and Political Leadership
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