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abstruct

In the spring of 2020, the Japanese government declared its first state of emergency. At this time,
Hiroshi Nishiura, a professor at the Kyoto University School of Public Health, who is sometimes
referred to as ”80% uncle,” argued that an ”80% reduction in contact was scientifically necessary.”
The sole scientific basis provided by the government for this policy was a graph presented by Nishiura
at the Expert Meeting on April 22, 2020. This paper demonstrates that this graph contains two critical
scientific errors and does not substantiate the claim that an ”80% reduction in contact” is scientifically
necessary. (1) The graph depicts the number of infections instead of the number of new infections and
(2) the graph considers the start and end of contact reduction based on the date of infection rather
than the date of reporting. Furthermore, this paper examines the logic used by experts to justify
the need for an ”80% reduction in contact” and shows that even when the Expert Meeting’s graph is

corrected according to this logic, it does not provide a scientific basis for the necessity of this policy.
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