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THE BASELINE IS NOT ZERO.
IT'S WHERE THEY BREAK YOU.
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THIRD ONE
THIS MONTH.
SOMEBODY OUT HERE
REALLY HATES
CAMERAS.




n D PRAINE'S FARADAY SANCTUARY
APARTMENT .
07:42:13. MORNING.

E’ Rail yard incident.

Third occurrence.

Pattern classification: failed.
Perpetrator behavioral model: failed.

Recommend direct observation. |}

s omitd s i




Cross
Undercroft :
Clinic !

Al debits are paid i
in full. ]
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Is he
coming back

He always

comes back.

THE TITHE GIRL
CHAPTER 4 - UNDERCROFT

Beneath the condemned,

we keep what's still worth saving.
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The substrate
can't model him.
No self-interest.
No survival logic.

Just... damage,
looking for
somewhere

to go.
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Sounds like
grief to me, D.
Machines don't

have a word for
that. Doesn't
mean it isn't
math.
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Foot patrol
crossing east in
three, two, one.

Hold two seconds.
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DELAY: 1.82s
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RAIL SECTOR 7, i
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RECONSTRUCT 08:08:12:17 RECONSTRUCT 00:00:13:02
6.

RECONSTRUCT 08:8@:11:83
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THERMAL RESIDUE RECONSTRUCTION: PARTIAL ONLY. EMOTIONAL VOLATILITY SIGNATURE EXCEEDS MODEL TOLERANCE.
| RECONSTRUCT 98:68:14:82
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RECONSTRUCT 0:80:13:26
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RECONSTRUCT 20:28:13:18

EVEN THE PAST
BREAKS UNDER PRESSURE.

- EVEN MEMORY =
HAS A TOLERANCE LIMIT. .
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hreat assessment

unstable.
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BET YOUR
MACHINE NEVER
TOLD YOU WHAT IT
COSTS. BEING THE

ANSWER WHY.

EFFICIENT CHOICE. ' g b IT DOESN
| : ONLY WHAT.

CONVENIENT.
FOR BOTH
OF You.

%

R R
#1
\



— e

CINDER

; ARTHUR YANCE

| 46 YRS
64" 240 LBS
EXPLOSIVES EXPERT
MULTIPLE COUNTS OF
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
' AND ARSON

D PRAINE

10: DP-89-7741

| 33 YRS

511" 154 LBS
RESONANCE VECTOR
ANALYST

| CLASS: RED
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T FAILED.

. REACQUIRINGFAILED.

FLARE IGNITED.

SOURCE:
UNKNOWN.
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GO ON. ASK IT
WHAT HAPPENS
NEXT
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Query: probability
if no intervention
Answer: 94,

of survival for both hostages
occurs.

Query: probability of survival for both hostages
if direct intervention is attempted.

Answer: 38.

There it is.
Now you know
how it feels.
To let the number
decide who
you love.




I don't
let the number
decide. That's the
whole point of
carrying this.




Now you
know the cost
either way.




RAIL YARD MAINTENANCE SHED

SECTOR 7-G / 23:41

Both hostages: alive.

Model deviation: total.
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SOMEBODY'S
OUT HERE DPOING
My JOB BETTER
THAN ME. GREAT.

JUST GREAT.




BASEMENT CLINIC.
LEVEL B2.
KOVACS BLOCK,
CONDEMNED.
PRE-WAR.

YOU PIPN'T
ASK THE NUMBER

WHAT TO DO
THIS TIME.

I JUusT DR IT
ANYWAY.

SOME WOUNDS DON'T BLEED.
SOME CHOICES DON'T HEAL.
SOME SILENCES WATCH.



Contain it.
Quietly.

No units near
the fire radius

unless | say so.

He's being

specific.

More than
usual.
Why this?
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COOLANT.

NO MARKS.
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YOU'RE DRY.
THAT'S NEW.

RAIN'S HEAVY.
DON'T LIKE
WET CARGO.
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