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The sky remembers.

The city forgets.










D PRAINE

VOL.1: FRACTURES CHAPTER 1: ECHOES

SOME MEMORIES
DON'T BELONG TO YOU.

THEY BELONG TO
THE PERSON YoU
USED TO BE.

N ——
I WAS TEN.

=

THE CITY Was
PEACEFUL.

I WAsS CURIOUS
ABOUT | : 8 .
EVERYTHING. RET i _ ! : HE WAS TEN.

HE WAS ALREADY
WATCHING.

HE WATCHED
EVERYTHING.

1 WATCHED L i e e ;

THE TRAINS = e i i NOTHING ESCAPED

LIKE THEY el sy B HIM.
WERE ; - : :

MIRACLES.

WE DIDN'T SPEAK.
WE DIDN'T NEED TO.

TWO CHILDREN. ONE WOULD FORGET.
ONE MEMORY. ONE WOULD REMEMBER EVERYTHING.




Il | [=—

THE CITY OF EDRIS.

WARD RESEARCH CAMPUS.
DISCREET. INTEGRATED.
FORGOTTEN BY DESIGN.

EARs
INSTITUTE =

EBUCATION, DiscipLive. pupase

YOU'RE BOTH
CLEARLY BRIGHT.
THAT'S WHY
YOU'RE HERE.
THIS INSTITUTE
EXISTS TO SHAPE
THAT POTENTIAL
INTO PURPOSE.

NOT JUusT
INTELLECT—BUT
PISCIPLINE.

EVERY CORRIDOR.
EVERY ROOM.
EVERY GARDEN.
EVERY SILEMCE.

ALL OF IT Is B THERE ARE
DESIGNED TO | l THINGS IN THIS
REMIND YOU # z WORLD THAT MOST
WHY YOU'RE . N 1 PEOPLE WILL NEVER
K ! ; SEE. YOU MAY BE
ASKED TO FACE
SOME OF THEM.

WE WON'T
PRETEND IT WILL

EARN TRUST.
BE EASY, 1 3 = KEEP IT.

BUT YOLUl WON'T THAT'S HOW
BE ALOME. WE ENDLRE.




APRIL 17

DR. MARA CHEN

Japanese-Chinese.
Neuroscientist.
Specializes in
neurcdevelopmental
trauma and adaptive
cognition.

REMEMBER,
DPRAINE. WHEN
YOU HEAR THE

TONE, PRESS

THE BUTTOMN.

GOOD.,

CONSISTENT. |

FOCUS IS

STABLE. J

D PRAINE

Age: 10

Subject undergoing
neurological
reaction test.

OPERATIVE KAELEN
Age: 10

Observing.
Not participating.

KAELEN,

PLEASE MONITOR
AND MOTE ANY
IRREGULARITIES.

" REACTION TIME
237 rnSEC_

HEART RATE
102 BPM

GALVANIC RESPONSE

FOR SOMECNE
WHO'S BEEN
THROUGH HELL,
HE'S ADAPTING.

KAELEN,
HOWEVER...

...HE SEES
EVERYTHING.

MISSES
NOTHING.




MAKE US
BETTER?

WHAT IF
I DON'T WANT

TO BE USEFUL?

WHAT'S
THE TESTING ‘
SUPPOSED TO

ACCOMPLISH?

BETTER
ISN'T THE

THEN
YOU WON'T
LAST LONG
ENOUGH TO

MATTER.

IN THE SILENCE BETWEEN QUESTIONS,
THE DIFFERENCE |5 ALREADY CLEAR.

DETERMINE
WHAT YOU ARE.
MEASLIRE WHAT

YOU CAN DO.
REMOVE WHAT
GETS IN THE




PROJECT: FALCON
RESIDENTIAL WING
RECOVERY ROOM 3
10:42 AM

I'M FINE,
)

THEY CALL IT NURSE MORALES.

A RESEARCH
CAMPUS.

5 ' STILL,
MOST DAYS, o i | YourE Nor.
IT FEELS MORE T~ N
LIKE HOME.

BRAVE
DOESN'T MEAN
IGNORING IT.

BRAVE MEANS
TAKING CARE

CLOTH'S
DAMP.

MIGHT STING
A LITTLE.

TRY NOT TO
SQUIRM.

THERE. /" I'LLLEAVE \
ALL PATCHED : e
: SUPPLIES.

LET ME
KNOW IF YOU
MEED ANYTHING
ELSE.

ROUTINES.
THEY ANCHOR

SOME PLACES
MAKE MONSTERS.

Y EVEN HERE.
SOME PLACES h - ESPECIALLY
REMIND YOU
YOU'RE STILL Lo
A KID. Ve

HERE.




Bl SeCTION 7, TECHNICAL
DEVELOPMENT LABORA
(UNCONVENTIONAL SYS

06 MAY, 14:32

NEED TO FORCE
IT. ALIGNMENT
BEFORE
b, PRESSURE. /

D PRAINE
AGE: 10

OPERATIVE
KAELEN
AGE: 10

IF WE HHIFT \
'HE ‘SP.!:L.ER )

J I..uﬁr‘ PﬁTH
SEE THE . 1 CLEARS, —
GAP? THAT'S

5 REMEMBER—
NOW LOCK r

IT IN WITHOUT §
DISTURBING THE &

PRELOAD, IN SMALL,

SILENT WAYS.

15 SURVIVAL.




" FOUNDER...
WHY DID You
CREATE US?

NOT TO BE
WEAPONS.

NOT TO BE
SAVES.

WHAT IS THE
RIGHT CHOICE?

 THAT 15 WHY
N 1cave you
b MNDs,

N NOT JusT T0
FOLLOW...

AND TO CHOOSE
WHAT NO ONE
ELSE WOULD.




P

WARD CORPORATE
DEVELOPMENT DIVISION |

3
SUBJECT EVALUATION WING WE'VE BEEN

10:17 A.M.

CONSISTENT
ISN'T THE GOAL,
ELIAS.

DPRAINE IS5 §
ADAPTIVE. HE'S
RESOURCEFUL.

CHAQTIC.

HE'LL BREAK,
BEND, AND SURVIVE
ARCUND THE SYSTEM.

HE NEEDS
FLEXIBILITY.

D PRAINE
SUBJECT 07-D
ADAPTIVE INDEX: 5+
COMPLIANCE: LOW
POTENTIAL: UNDEFIMED

=
TREATING THEM
THE SAME ISN'T

EFFICIENT.

RUNNING THE SAME
PROTOCOLS ON
BOTH OF THEM.

THE DATA
SEEMS CONSISTENT

ACROSS THE BOARD,

SIR.

YOU'RE SAYING
THEY'RE NOT
THE SAME
TYPE?

OUR GOAL \ ! f
ISN'T TO SEE WHICH
ONE CAN SURVIVE

SR THE PROGRAM.

{ IT'S TO FIND OUT
WHAT EACH OF THEM
CAN ACTUALLY
BECOME.

I'M SAYING
THEY'RE NOT
THE SAME
PROBLEM.

| UNDERSTOOD.

| I'LL ADJUST
|\ THE FRAMEWORK.

KAELEN ISN'T

LIKE THAT.

HE'S
STRUCTURE.
PRECISION.

FOCUS.

PRESSURE %
DOESN'T BREAK
HIM. IT SHARPENS
HIM.

HE NEEDS
PIRECTION.

KAELEN
SUBJECT 07-K

ADAPTIVE INDEX: A
COMPLIANCE: HIGH
POTENTIAL: EXCEPTIONAL



RECRUITMENT
PROGRAM

YEAR 1, CYCLE 7
PARTNER TRIALS

OBJECTIVE:
NAVIGATE SECTION 7-B
AS A PAIR.

RLULES:
NO VERBAL COMMLINICATION.
TRUST. OBSERVE. ADAPT.

D PRAINE. KAELEM.

SPATIAL REASONING. - : MOVEMENT PRECISION.
PATTERN RECOGNITION. PHYSICAL INTUITION.
SOLVES PATHWAYS. /4% EXECUTES THE IMPOSSIBLE.

MOVES WITHOUT
WASTE. WITHOUT
HESITATION.

SEES THE SOLUTION
BEFORE THE BODY
CAN MOVE.

WELL DONE.

NO WORDS.
NO SIGNALS.
JUST LUNDERSTANDPING.

THE FIRST THREAD
OF A LIFELONG BOND.

CYCLE 7 COMPLETE.



THE RESEARCH
CAMPUIS WAS
DESIGNED FOR
QUIET.

TO CONTROL
VARIABLES.

TO REMOVE
DISTRACTIONS.

FOR A FEW SECONDS, \
WE WERE JUST TWO
BOYS WATCHING
A BIRD.

NOT A PROJECT.
\nd NOT A VARIABLE.

JUST... BOYS.

WE WERE

NEVER SUPPOSED
TO BE CHILDREN
HERE.

AND YET—

IT DIDN'T FLY
AWAY.




SUBJECT OBSERVATION LOG
NEURAL EXPERIMENT 17-A

DAY 12
HOUR 04

“We do not observe

to judge.

We observe

to understand.
Understanding is

the only true leverage.”

- Project Director A.

SUBJECT:
D PRAINE
AGE: 10

empathy mar
Motor instabi

DPRAINE

HE WANTS TO
UNDERSTAND,
THE WORLD
OVERWHELMS
HIM, BUT HE
REACHES
ANYWAY.

KAELEN

HE DOES NOT
WANT. HE
CALCULATES.
DISTAMNCE IS
HIS DEFALLT
STATE.

SUBJECTS SHOW
PISTINCT NEURAL
ADAPTATION PATTERNS.

DPRAINE IS HIGHLY
REACTIVE. KAELEN
REMAINS UNFLUCTUATING. &

SUBJECT:
KAELEN
AGE: 10

NOTES:

all stimuli.
otor deviation.

DPRAINE'S
RESPOMSES ARE
CHAOTIC, BUT
NOT WITHOUT
PATTERM.

HE FEELS FIRST.
THEMN THIN

HE DOEBN'T
REACT AT ALL

SUGGESTS HE
15 SUPPRESSING
BEFORE THE
SIGNAL FULLY
FORMS.

TWO MINDS.
TWO SURVIVAL
| STRATEGIES.
NEITHER
RIGHT.
NEITHER
WRONG.

BOTH
POSSIBLY
USEFLL.



RELIQUARY RESEARCH CAMPUS
SECTOR 7 ROOFTOP

PO YOU THINK
THERE WILL STILL BE
SUNSETS WHEN WE'RE
GROWN UP?

| DON'T SEE
WHY MOT.

| MEAN...
AFTER ALL
THIS.

—

AFTER THE e T ¢ R [ THINGS ]
PROJECT. N 4 \ CHANGE.

™,
\

SOMETIMES
FOR THE BETTER.

DO YOU THINK
WE'LL STILL BE

TOGETHER?
| JUST HOPE

THEY LET US
SEE IT.

ON WHAT
“TOGETHER"
MEANS.

PROMISE - ; R
ME ONE - ; * 4 . WE
el on U . T o g DON'T STOP
b i \ ' LOOKING AT
THE SKY.

NO MATTER

WHAT THEY

MAKE US...

D PRAINE OPERATIVE KAELEN
AGE: 10 HEIGHT: 132CM  WEIGHT: 28KG AGE: 18 HEIGHT: 134CM  WEIGHT: 38KG
ROLE: HERO PROTOTYPE ROLE: SECURITY PROTOTYPE

NOTES: VITALS UNSTABLE. PSIONIC POTENTIAL: HIGH. NOTES: EMF ABSORPTION: 188%. COMBAT MODEL.



“LYFFE INSTITUTE

! THE DATA Cm : -

SUB-LEVEL 7 DOESN'T ]

SEPTEMEBER 12 SUPPORT
&= YOUR APPROACH.,

41 THE PROBAEBILITY

OF SUCCESS IS
SUB-THIRTY 3
PERCENT. ¥ THEN WE
| ACCEPT THE

o) RISK AND

THAT IS|
STRATEGY.

AND WE
WERE DESIGNED
TO END THREATS,
NOT MODEL
THEM.

WE WERE
DESIGNED TO
ANTICIPATE
VARIABLES—NOT
COLLIDE WITH
THEM.

SOME DECISIONS
DON'T CARE
ABOUT YOUR
EGUATIONS.

YOU THINK
SPEED IS AND YOU
THINK HESITATION
IS WISDOM.

OFTEN

JUST OFTEN
IMPULSE. s

FEAR.

D PRAINE

TWO APPROACHES.
OME INSTITUTE.

NO ROOM FOR
BOTH TO BE WRONG.




YEAR 0
AGE 15

RECRUITMENT
INTAKE ANALYSIS

!

}

BASELINE TRAINING|
COGNITIVE &

NEUROFEEDBACK
INITIAL FIELD 50M3

v e

ELIAS WARD
RAM ADMINISTRATOR
el

| —

ol | i
ADVANCED TRAINING — ‘ &

YEARS T
_AGE 20
PROJECT EXPANSION

ENVIRONMENTAL .,_j{' e
ADAPTATION L
PROTOTYPE GEAR 7 /

1

FIELD OPERATIONS —
LIVE TARGETS %
DATA INTEGRATION

l‘j | A0\
ey 3
o WE )

YEAR 10
AGE 25

AUTONOMY PROTOCOLS. _— —T

MISSION SIMULATION — _

YEAR 15
AGE 30
" FULL SPECTRUM

INDEPENDENT UNITS ©
PROJECT: INHERITANCE

THEY WERE NEVER
BUILT TO BE HEROES.
THEY WERE BUILT
TO FINISH
WHAT WE COULDN'T."

A

WARDEN INITIATIVE

-




THE FOUNDERS DID NOT
DESIGN RIVALS.

THEY DESIGNED
DIVERGENCE.

SYNTHETIC—INTERFACE TEST ENVIRONMENT l | BIOLOGICAL—PERFORMANCE CHAMBER
PROGRAM: D PRAINE i N | PROGRAM: OPERATIVE KAELEN

OTHERS CANT
UNDERSTAND.

HE BECOMES
WHAT OTHERS

CANT ENDURE.

HE BUILDS
BRIDGES
BETWEEN
MAN AND
MACHINE.

INTERFACE STABRLITY
STHANGTH DOITY =] LR

MEURDSLAR EFFICEMCY e 138

STMLLS. STEGAAT Ew

="
COGMITIVE RESOMANCE -
ADAPTIVE VELOCITY —

| I

SAME FOUNDERS.
SAME PURPOSE.

DIFFERENT PATHS.

ONE FUTURE.




KNOWLEDGE
IS CLARITY.

GOODNESS
IS CHOICE.

WHAT DOES
IT MEAN...
TO KNOW

SOMETHING...

WITHOUT
KNOWING
WHETHER

IT 1S
GOooD?

CLARITY
WITHOUT
CHOICE
CAN
BECOME

CRUEL.

IT MEANS
YOU ARE
STANDING
IN THE
DOORWAY,

NOT YET
INSIDE THE
HOUSE.

50
IGNORANCE
CAN BE
KINDPER?

SOMETIMES.

BUT
IGNORANCE
IS STILL
A CHOICE.




D PRAINE

18 YEARS OLD. WAS STILL
) QUIET THEN.

NO SIRENS.

NO BARRICADES.
NO REASONS
TO RUN.

TRYING TO
MAKE IT TO
TOMORROW.

YOu :
OVERTHINK : s -
- OR THAT'S )

EVERYTHING. A :
Saa - . ' WHY I WON'T

I SPENT MOST || ! = < _ ,
OF MY TIME ! ‘A M Crwrswy T _ _ S
RN - . | . YOULL LAST. J

THINGS . TR _ _. J O

NOBODY ELSE ‘

CARED ABOUT..

. AND
PRETENDING
1 KNEW
WHAT I WAS
PREPARING

FOR.
OPERATIVE

GOOD FRIEND.

L HAD
ROUTINES.
BAD HABITS.
HALF-FINISHED
SONGS.

THINGS.
FOR NOW,
THE WORLD
WASN'T
ASKING
ANYTHING
OF ME.

THOSE WERE THE GOOD MONTHS.



THE PRAXIS PROGRAM // FINAL COMPATIBILITY TEST

SUBJECT: D. PRAINE e

g
RELAX, D.
JUST BREATHE.
THE RESONANCE
MATRIX ISN'T
INVASIVE. £

AGE: 18
CLEARANCE: OMEGA-7

I{ WE'RE ONLY
‘ LISTENING.

HMM. .
INTERESTING. ) NEURAL HARMONIC ALIGHMENT

e 99.73%

COGNITIVE ADAPTIVE INDEX

198.91%

PSIONIC RESONANCE POTENTIAL

97.42%

DR. MARA CHEN

LEAD NEUROSCIENTIST | ; _ R ——
PRAXIS PROGRAM RESULT: EXTRAORD

I'VE NEVER
SEEN READINGS
THIS CONSISTENT |
ACROSS THE BOARD. f

o = ™
THIS ISN'T
SUPPOSED TO
HAPPEN. )
NOT NATURALLY. /

RECOGNITION:
IRREVERSIBLE CHANGE
IS APPROACHING.

SOMETHING
IRREVERSIBLE
IS APPROACHING,

RES
ONANCE COMPATIBILITY ANALYSTS ﬁ

OPERATIVE KAELEN
OBSERVATION ONLY

E'u' E P\"THINL—- \

/'NOT IN THE DATA. \

NOT IN THE
HISTORICAL

RECORDS.

NOT WITHOUT...
ALTERATION.
OR DAMAGE.

7 AS SAFE
f AS WE CAN
MAKE IT.

YOU WON'T
FEEL A THING.



PROJECT ORION // SITE E-17
RESEARCH WING SERVICE CORRIDOR
02:43 AM.

EVERY TIME
| LOOK AT THAT DOOR,
8 | THINK—MAYBE THIS 15
THE LAST TIME. '

IT WON'T BE
THE LAST TIME YOU

JUST... THE LAST YOU'VE NEVER
ONE THAT LOOKS BEEN GOOD AT
LIKE THAT. GOODBYES.

YOU'VE NEVER SENTIMENT
BEEN GOOD AT IS A LIABILITY.
PRETENDING THEY

DON'T MATTER. YOU KNOW
THAT.

\ SO 15 TOMORROW

g ARROGANCE. | | THE PROJECT
S | 0SES TWO ASSETS.
BUT HERE WE : S
/ ARE. AND THE WORLD

GAINS TWO
PROBLEMS.

SLEEP IF
YOU CAN.

D PRAINE // AGE: 18 // CLASS: NULL-ADAPTIVE OPERATIVE KAELEN // AGE: 18 // CLASS: SHADOW INTERFERENCE
ROLE: FIELD VARIABLE ROLE: COVERT ELIMINATION



THIS IS THE LINE.

BEYOND IT, THEY
FINISH WHAT
FATHER STARTED.

BEYOND IT,
| BECOME
SOMETHING ELSE.

] %

I'VE WATCHED

OTHERS COME OUT @i

THE OTHER SIDE.
STRONGER.
FASTER.

MY NAME IS
D PRAINE.

| AM EIGHTEEN
YEARS OLD.

THERE'S NO
TURNING BACK.

SOME CALL
IT EVOLUTION.

I CALLIT

THIS IS THE MOMENT
| STOP BEING ME.

AND START BECOMING
WHAT THEY NEED.




THE CITY
NEVER STOPS.

NEITHER DAY.
NOR NIGHT.

EWGHTEEMN MILLION
PECPLE
EIGHTEEN MILLION
REASONS TO
KEEP MOVING
FORWARD.

TRAINS RUN. |l EVERY WINDOW
SHOPS OPEN, LIFE. i T A STORY.
CHILDREN LAUGH. BEALITIFUL, ] i EVERY LIGHT
LOVERS ARGUE. : - MUNDANE. = "B A HearTBEAT
DREAMS ARE . Wl RELENTLESS. " B Y| EvERY HEARTBEAT
MADE AND LOST. ' AND BLISSFULLY M| IGNORING THE
ALL WITHOUT UNAWARE. I SiLENCE BEHIND

¢ 8l ThHIS WINDOW.

AND I7

1 STAND APART.
NOT BECALISE
I CHOSE TO.
BUT BECALISE
THERE 15
SOMETHING

I MUST DO.

SOMETHING

THAT CANNOT

BE UNDOME.
SOMETHING THAT
WILL CHANGE
EVERYTHING.

PROCEDURE WING
€ AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

I ¢ 8 T 11 e MY HANDS e
EIGHTEEN : : : - : :
YEARS OLD. - e = THAT DOOR bas HAVE THE LUXLRY
= : ; | T SHAKING.

. IS NO' RETURN. OF FEAR,




