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% )
. D PRAINE
| / EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD.

THE VAST ARTICULATED
TITANIUM CRADLE

AND MECHANICAL
INJECTOR SYSTEMS
WAITING BENEATH
BRIGHT SLURGICAL
LAMPS.

PRAINE REMAINS

CALM AND LIPRIGHT PR. JONATHAN ELLIS /BN LEILA HASSAN
AS HE ENTERS THE SENIOR NEUROSURGEON. | BIOMEDICAL TECHNICIAN.
PROCEDURE STATION. LATE FIFTIES. f EARLY THIRTIES.

HE REMOVES o
HIS OUTER HE APPROACHES

CLOTHING. y ' _ THE PROCEDLIRE
1 STATION.




D. PRAINE: SUBJECT ZERO
~ ROSETTA PROTOCOL




THE ROSETTA CRADLE
NEUROCHEMICAL INTERVENTION SUITE 7
LAMBERT MEDICAL FACILITY

NEW ZURICH, 2046

By

S
-~y

\
D PRAINE (18)

SUBJECT, HERD CLASS.
NEUROCHEMICAL INTERVENTION
PHASE 3: COGNITIVE POTENTIATION
& TRAUMA RESILIENCE PROTOCOL

DR. JONATHAN ELLIS (58) LEILA HASSAN (31)

SENIOR NEUROSURGEON. BIOMEDICAL TECHNICIAN.
DIRECTOR, NEUROSCIENCE SPECIALIST, NEURAL INTERFACE
& TRAUMA RESEARCH. SYSTEMS & CHEMICAL DELIVERY,

PNEUMATIC SPINAL - - PREPPED & STERILIZED
SUPPORTS: ENGAGING ' y SHIELDED CONDUITS:
MANUAL ALIGNMENT L : i SEALED
VERIFICATION... 2 ? CHEMICAL LOAD:

1 : CONFIRMED

SURGICAL LAMPS:
FULL INTENSITY
PROTOCOL INITIATION:
READY

SUBJECT STATUS:
STABLE

X AN

e
\x DPRAINE, \
J CLOSE YOUR EYES.
. - -




DPRAINE ..

NEURAL AUGMENTATION

NANITE CLUSTER MAP
VERTEBRALL1-51

NANITES IMJECTED.
INITIAL DISTRIBUTION
ALONG SPINAL CANAL.
COLONIZING PERINEURAL
SPACES.

SUBJECT ID: D. PRAINE
AGE: 18

AUGMENT TYPE:
"SYNAPTIC MESH™
NANITE DENSITY:
23.7% — 64.3%
SYSTEMS ONLINE:
MOTOR / SENSORY
PAIN MODULATION
REFLEX BOOST

ESTABLISHING
SECONDARY
CONDUCTIVE MESH.
SYNCING WITH
BIOLOGICAL SIGNAL
| PATTERNS.

NANITE CONCENTRATION
N

INTEGRATION STATUS

[T, S R ] 64%
?:E"LINE SIGNAL INTERFERENCE
- 3 3 MINIMAL
B e STEADY.
= f e = BIOLOGICAL RESPONSE
= ; ELEVATED
i 7 i W HE X
¥ -B10S5SYS

r «" | MICROSCOPIC VIEW: L3 NERVE ROOT

NANITES DO NOT - - 4000x

REPLACE.
- -
§| THEY LISTEN. A - NERVE FIBER
THEY LEARN. 1 (BIOLOGICAL)
~| THEY BECOME " .
ANOTHER LAYER A ry Y NANITE MESH
I (SYNTHETIC)
K

ELECTRICAL ACTIVITY

/ ,/ BIOLOGICAL ot wmnoanflaa e
=T | sNTHETIC et Afee

SYNC RATE: 97.3%

=~ iy -
MOTOR OUTPUT $is INTEGRATION iR %E‘\H
STRENGTHENED. i~ ; W
: STABILIZING. o THE BODY

FILTERING
THROUGH MESH
BEFORE REACHING

REFLEX LATENCY
REDUCED BY

i PREPARING FOR ACCEPTS.

# CORTICAL LINK. THE MIND

RESISTS.

7 EVOLUTION
> 215 PAIN.

/| ADAPTATION
IS SURVIVAL.




N

THE ROSETTA CRADLEN @ 7, Vs - OBSERVATION ONLY.

NEUROPHYSIOLOGICAL N/ £ s Y N I WANT FULL COGNITIVE [

INTEGRATION IN PROGRESS. N pBKTLN YL - - MAPS. NO VARIABLES. |f
| =) ; ik ! | N | NO SURPRISES.

SUBJECT:
D PRAINE.
AGE: 18.

E'RINL- HIM
OMLINE.

NEURCEHYSOLOGICAL MONTTORNG D PRAINE ] |

l N RATE 72 —
: | RESPYRATORY RATE 14 APM |
BREATHE BLOOD QKYGEN |
WITH ME. B
- COR‘HCRL.&.CTIUII’Y F| ] A
NEUIRAL SYNC INDEX 23%
ADAPTATION RATE 41% e
E d “REASING
SYSTEMS INTEGRATION NOMINAL i INTERFACE

8 THROUGHPUT.

HEART RATE 86 BPM :

RESPIRATORY RATE 18 RPM
BLOOD OXYGEN 98 % ' f )

CORTICAL ACTIVITY

MWMWMWMM ;

PHYSIOLOGICAL
NEURAL SYNC INDEX 61% 'f

HARMOMIZATION
ACCELERATING. i \

ADAPTATION RATE 87% h

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION OPTIMAL | |



THE ROSSETTA CRADLE ™S,

NEURO-SYNAPTIC: RESONANCE LABORATORY;

ELLIS NEUROSCIENCE INITIATIVE 0 -, Y
==

k -

I D PRAINE 4
Bl AGE: 18 -

FIRST STABLE
MATTE-ORANGE
RESONANCE VECTORS

STATUS: RESONANCE [l

SUBJECT: _DP-07 /‘ I
AWAKENED Sl

DR. JONATHAN ELLIS AvSe o N 6 T IR 7 7 f ) LEILA HASSAN

CHIEF NEUROSURGEON N N et BIOMEDICAL TECHNICIAN
I ELLIS NEUROSCIENCE ’ Y F AN L e SYSTEMS DIAGNOSTICS
BB INITIATIVE -k Ave W T 3 b L SPECIALIST

ALL SYSTEMS
SYNCHRONIZING.
PRINTING FULL
DATA STREAM.

CONVENTIONAL ([ A - = A DENSE CASCADE
MONITORS FLICKER = || = frecte 2 Y 7
8 INTO SYNCHRONIZED [ : - 0 e OF SYNCHROWI X

i ACTIVITY. e P
e " r:'\r;'&"-ﬁﬁ;‘}f-"if"y‘[ﬂ

A 7 gl <TTON
Mo e Eio
B [ 987% .|| NoMAL | [iESEs
‘_d.a::a—:.j;‘;*-:-' —— 2 & IIT‘ -N— ;



| increasing.

Network density

A
o)

Traffic

| systems
online.

7.

I

A

All devices
connected.

STISA R

| ameE
| Power grid
|| stable.

Elevators
optimized.

Cameras
active.

Signal
convergence.

.| RENDRIE
3 |

" Unknown
scale.

ﬁfn*v [ — '7
ﬁﬂrﬂ:ﬂ;j'

Telecom
synchronized.

PRIl E N 2
KR

Perception
expanded.




ARNRENEE TR e S e
— L e = AR B Mo e e GRAWN ] STREETS SPLIT '
THE LAB 1S ; ajalthis! Bl AT o e s e e L A LT INTO MICRO-PATHS

NO LONGER i f7 <Nk 3 < A gyl : :
A ROOM. i g N \ :

IT IS A NODE
IN AN INFINITE
COMPUTATIONAL

NO, MILLIONS—
OF STATES.

BUILDINGS CALCULATE
UNSPOKEN OUTCOMES.

PRE e

INFRASTRLICTURE
FOLDS INTO

ONLY D PRAINE
REMAINS
CENTERED.

18 YEARS OLD.
STILL.

L PRAINE

EIGHTEEN YEARS OF SILENCE.

THE FIRST HUMAN TO HOLD o 8e continuen. |l
STILL IN AN INFINITE SYSTEM.



v .
|| TRAFFIC PATTERNS

D PRAINE.
18 YEARS OLD.

_‘ T T

PSS RECEIVING FULL
B SPECTRUM INPUT
THROUGH THE
SUBSTRATE.

| DISTANT SIRENS I O

-J-I.-.l,\.*lvwh.fvwwvif.._-. A

ELECTRICAL FAULTS

| SUBSTRATE LOAD

B N\ | 97.6%

RISING |

TREMOR
DETECTED.

STABILIZE

i ~ ot ! i .
| DR. JONATHAN ELLIS | AN e _
SENIOR NELIROSURGEON ;‘ i 1
SPEce e . )=
| £ Im
{ gﬁ,ﬂg.ﬂ& p 2 E_ %L, ige | PROCEDURE PROTOCOL _ I
' | F =M T STABILIZATION | [ oo -
5 e ! INITIATED b 3
i ENNEREEEEN

\

H‘L_ h- J : : kS i ; - = o
SENSORY S IS Y Ay CEEP HIM
OVERLOAD | __‘\;\ A : g o N GROUNDED.
08.2% o ; % 8} DON'T LET

27 : | 4 ) 8l THE SIGNAL
T - 7 TAKE HIM.

_ EVERYTHING.
W ALL AT ONCE.
| ALL THE TIME.

L |




SUBJECT: D PRAINE

AGE: 18

STATUS: RESTRAINED /
LOCATION: ROSETTA CRADLE

LINK: ESTABLISHED
SAFETY PROTOCOLS: ACTI
SUBSTRATE ACCESS: LI

| Probability of structural collapse: 0.0004%.

3 D PRAINE:
WHAT IS THE BEST OUTCOME
FOR THE PEOPLE INVOLVED?

RUSETTA g
-ARDL
MONIToR FEED -

omo

VITALS: STABLE
LING: STABLE
NEURAL LOAD: NOMINAL

3y SUBSTRATE:

The Substrate does not answer guestions of wvalue.
It calculates.
It does not choose.
It only reveals.
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WESTGATE BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH FACIEITY
SUBJECT: KAELEN
AGE: 18

TRIAL: OMEGA-7 // FULL SPECTRUM™*

OBJECTIVE: PEAK HUMAN PERFORMANCE
THROUGH BIOLOGICAL OPTIMIZATION—

| Oversees Omega Trials.

“He's not just
meeting targets.
. He's rewriting

their meaning.”

Dr. Mara Chen. e : |
" Lead Neuroscientist. - ! r
-

‘ Mo enhancements.

I Operative Kaelen.

Eighteen years old. | ! P
. i No implants.

BIOLOGICAL READOUT // LIVE
HEART RATE

"‘L.“JI"”W'“ J“"’ 132BPM

MUSCLE RESPONSE

" REACTION SPEED

(b dm.\\,m-'l",-l.c.('ﬁllf', el i'l !nf' ,‘]86 SEC

CORTEX ACTIVITY: OPTIMAL
FATIGUE LEVEL: MINIMAL

“Extraordinary
% control.”
Complete
neuromuscular
efficiency.”

PHASE 01: COMPLETE

TIME: 00:46.31

ACCURACY: 100%

PHYSIOLOGICAL STABILITY: EXCEPTIONAL

NOTES:
SUBJECT EXCEEDS ALL “Kaelen isn't just
BASELINE PROJECTIONS. the future of

human performance...
He might be the

PROCEED TO PHASE 02.




SUBJECT: KAELEN

AGE: 18

STATUS: NO SYNTHETIC INTERFACE
TEST: DIRECT SUBSTRATE RESONANCE
CONDITIONS: SHIELDED / CONTROLLED

ATTEMPTING DIRECT
SUBSTRATE RESONANCE.
NO SYNTHETIC INTERFACE
DETECTED.
PROCEEDING.

A‘ “l

1870%

= 31 429 — 8707 — 23687
-ﬁEURAL LOAD [ sugSTRﬁ\TE CUUFUNG | PHYS|0LDG|CAL STRESS
(CORTICAL) (TOTAL SYSTEM)

}}NM kA | | 6’!
,,MM& ‘ me MMV MﬁMVM

BASELINE BASELINE BASELINE

'T- PHYSIOLOGICAL

NEURAL LOAD

OUT OF RANGE! g p— AT Tl AT & A SYSTEMS
COLLAPSING!

—

CRITICAL THRESHOLD EXCEEDED

curuTEE?a:fTTms! N ' b TERMINATE TEST = TERMINATE.

TERMINATE!

..THE BIOLOGICAL
SUBSTRATE CANNOT
SUSTAIN THE LOAD. .

OPERATIVE KAELEN
DIRECT SUBSTRATE RESONANCE ATTEMP
RESULT




BLACKRIDGE NEUROTECH INITIATIVE '

SUBSTRATE COMMUNION TRIAL 47-A
OBSERVER DEBRIEF

THE COMMUNION
PATHWAY REJECTED
DIRECT LINK.

IT SIMPLY WON'T
HOST HIM.

Q# HIS SYNAPTIC DENSI

AND REACTION WINDOWS
ARE OFF THE CHARTS,
THOUGH.

IDEAL FOR
REQUIR
UTE INDEFENDE

SUBJECT: KAELEN e
TRIAL 47-A RESULTS —

- PHYSICAL PERFCAMANCE METRICS
COMMUNION COMPATIBILITY fE EREEETIORAC

= UNSUSTAINABLE o

- ] NEURAL OVERLAY STABILITY
H i : s = COLLAPSE RISK o
LEARNIN \ :
PATTERN
AND PH)
THRE

s

THEN WE GIVE

HIM ORLD
PREPARE HIM F
FIELD DEP

KAELEN: OBSERVING.

PROCESSING.
NO RESPONSE REQUIRED.




SYNTHETIC INTERFACE™

LABORATORY

SIL-01

D PRAINE. 18.

SUBJECT: P-07
SYNTHETIC INTERFACE
TRIALS COMPLETE.
COGMITIVE PATTERN
FRAGMENTATION:
MODERATE.

PHYSICAL ADAPTATION:
PERMANENT.

BIOLOGICAL
TRAINING WING

| | —

OPERATIVE KAELEN. 18.

SUBJECT: K-12
BIOLOGICAL ADAPTATION
TRIALS COMPLETE.
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY:
OPTIMAL.

| EMOTIOMAL RESPONSE:

SUPPRESSED.

TWO PATHS.,

OMNE OUTCOME.

IF WE'RE LUCKY.

WE'LL CHOOSE
OUR OWN.




|IDPRAINE: AUGMENTATION CYCLE 7

I WOKE UP
SLOWLY.

THE ROOM WAS
QUIET. TOO QUIET.

THE MACHINES
WERE DARK. |
UNPLUGGED.

NO VOICES.
EI?AINE i W | Ml NO MOVEMENT.
AGE: 18 . N = JUST... ME.
STATUS: RECOVERY .

CYCLE: 7 OF ?

THEN I SAW IT.

MY NECK 1. 48 . NOT ON ANY SCREEN.
ﬁg;?...smmss. Y NOT PROJECTED.

- & _ ; A INSIDE MY HEAD.
NOT PAIN. : e
JUST... NEW.

LIKE SOMETHING I DON'T B 1=
WAS ADDED. REMEMBER VECTORS.

OR REMOVED. FALLING ﬁuues.%m
I CAN'T TELL. ASLEEP. - DATA wn'l-m@:.r 7
OR WHAT A SOURCE." =

THEY DID —T
TO ME. -

i e SRS O30 - i . MAIN CONDUIT
. L ; NO SIGNAL

S -

STATUS: OFFLINE g
- . . L .

—
B e D e e . J R | P2

i = DISCONNECTED

2 i | R iy '
POWER NODE // — = 12/ ° = ""'T‘_- A 5 o-— « BACKUP CELL

SR . [ SYSTEM BUS
; INTEGRITY: 12%

L/ -

WON'T_STOP. * ARE DRY. - DIFFERENT.
SHAKING. / MY MOUTH : %
y . _. TRONGER.
: ! TASTES| LIKE = . . F : A ELEARER
COPPER AND : ;
STATIC.

4

MY HANDS (\ { MY LIPS i ; b T SHOULD FEEL

I TRY TO

: SPEAK. h
NOT FROM I DON'T KNOW S - BUT ALL I FEEL

FEAR. NOTHING \ WHAT I AM. g IS DISTANCE.
SOMETHING COMES OUT. LOOKING AT.  BUT I KNOW FROM THE WORLD.

ELSE. IT'S PART OF FROM MYSELF.
- ME NOW.




D PRAINE/ [

CHAPTER 07: VECTORS

A

SUBJECT: D PRAINE  AGE: 19
PROJECT: MIGHTLINE
CLEARANCE: OMEGA

| r e

THE WORLD DOESN'T : sl MOTC ! \ ; S L
DISAPPEAR. 3 : HE'S TRACKING
- — : - M ' | ’ D AGAIN.

=

NO COMTACT.
NO CUES.

JUST VECTORS.

BEAUTIFUL.

e = - , = — — ——
["ELEVATOR MOTOR el == 5 7 <7 e % | | LAB CAMERA 03
STATUS: ACTIVE .- . - - B N STATUS: ACTIVE >
= e i \ RECOGNITION, |\ (" R oz 4 3
<l | L. R § PATTERN. . . -
W v et INTENT. i ) -
A PS:
€ FREQ: 60.0 HZ ; B fg -
L e LOAD: 32% i |
| 2" : : PAN: -12.7° [, il -
o / " g\ Wibiadr e Ll TILT: +3.4° = o y
. ' | zoom: 1.2 '
] = X T o
| o = = B |
| VENTILATION FAN LAB TERMINAL 1R
LEI'ATUS: ACTIVE STATUS: ACTIVE i
&.' g =
] ad - =
[e e |
| seeen: 1120 RPM [ j il A i
ATRFLOW: 42 CFM | MEM: 41% .
i NOISE: 24.6 DB I g NET: 1.2 KB/S
POWER: 18 W TASKS: 127
e - UPTIME: 62:17:33 |
EVERY SYSTEM. : & Wy i 0 s e Rk
EVERY VARIABLE. Ll R 5 | i — = i e — ST LA f
ALL AT ONCE. S T ' S e b | >
NOT MAGIC. S - o ; $ e ey e N R — o /
TRAINING. VT AR : R = SRR H: DOESN'T SEE R
EXECUTION. e 5~ Gl | - 88 THE WORLD. ;
—— - L) ) L v \ T

P

- AND KNOWI g NOT YET.

WHERE EVERY D ANYWAY.
WILL LAND. ;

@ "CONTRDL ISN'T TOUCHING.
IT'S UNDERSTANDING EVERYTHING YOU DON'T NEED TO.”




*Y! FIELD TEST: 01

SUBJECT: D. PRAINE

FIRST CONTROLLED
FIELD TEST.

URBAN ENVIRONMENT.
LOW THREAT.

RESEARCH TEAM IN
OBSERVER MODE.

RESONANCE [0
ENGAGED.

INCOMING DATA
FILTER FAILURE. o
MEDICAL DEVICE #/

1| CARDIAC MONITOR

1D: 5587 1A i

PATIENT: F. HARGROVE
AGE: 68 SEX:M

| | [
o e | l‘a._\.'!l»—ﬁﬁr.- -uih = iﬂ-—
112 eem

PVICs DETECTED
3.2% OVER BASELINE

MEDS: AMIOOARONE
LISINOPRIL  *
ATORVASTATIN

NOTES: DIASTOLIC DYSFURCTION
SIAGE I

TOO MUCH.
TOO LouD.

| IT'S NOT
"3 SIGHT.
.| IT'S KNOWING.

= =1

RESONANCE ISN'T
| POWER.

‘ IT'S VIOLATION.

SENSORY OVERLOAD
IMMINENT.

1 RESONANCE PROTOCOL

T

-
=8
o

P -

OBSERVER TEAM
DISTANCE: 34.2M
STATUS: MONITORING

- -

STATUS: ACTIVE

| SUBLECT: UNMNCWN FEMALE
| AgE: 2ra2

| ACTIVITY: RECORDING

L LOCATION: WEST 12TH ST

. l DATA LINK: ENCRYFTED

iy

! SURVEILLANCE FEED //

CAMERA 1D: C-8138

wl

CITY GRID NODE _—
- o

[ _______ﬁat_?j
P B

THREE STRANGERS.
THREE SECRETS.
ALL AT ONCE.

| DIDN'T ASK. .
| DON'T WANT THIS.

| HEAR YOU.

| JUST... CAN'T
UNKNOW ANY
OF THIS.

EMDING TEST.
SUBJECT RETURNING.

DEBRIEF REQUIRED.




K| DAY 839 OF ) i { ; 2, SIM TIME
THE COALESCENCE TRIALS. L i ] : 00:00:03

SIMULATION: URBAN
INTERSECTION — HIGH DENSITY.
OBJECTIVE: PREVENT COLLISION.
NO DIRECT CONTACT.

=3

W TR T T TR
21.8% > CASCADING IMPACT

o 3 Sw— Y s
b 7.4% > STRUCTURAL DAMAGE

PROBABILITY PROJECTIONS
CALCULATING...

71,392

CONCURRENT OUTCOMES

/

11.7% > TARGET INJURY
A o
‘E .

- E . RS L B
1. SELECTED SEQUENCE
(OPTIMAL OUTCOME) |

- ,
‘t_‘ h +
S — r

| 1. AIR VORTEX

%2, TRAFFIC SIGNAL M= | 3. AD VISUAL ' i —
1 I : - 4. MAG-LOCK ez 5. CROWD FLOW i &N
MERAT EPLOYMENT. i i = 3
| EE = OF Dd . -_— -::H:Si ST? tl l‘l = 2I_SRUPE_1(:1N g = ROAD PLATE. REDIRECTION.
reate localize: 4 xtend red interva % TIBBEI' lg -contras B = | " . e
turbulence ahead = for cross traffic. alert to direct ]T: rﬁi.silfnc:;n A Dl.iﬁgriecg:::?
of truck vector. | pedestrian flow. e _m ; ke h_c A

bt B
{ RESULT:

' COLLISION
AVERTED.

MO CASUALTIES.
NO CONTACT.

f THEY CELEBRATE
THE OUTCOME.

| REMEMBER
THE OTHER 71,391. |

¥
INCREDIBLE i | ;
EFFICIENCY. b el ¥ oo
= NO COLLATERAL | [ 1DON'T SAVE
VARIABLES. - s i ; PEOPLE.

1JUST CHOOSE

RECORD TIME. i Al H
\ RECORD PRECISION. & " B N . THELEAST BAD

f EVER THE PROBLEM.

- THE PROBLEM IS

THIS IS WHY .
WE FUND THE ~ ANYONE KNOWS
COALESCENCE  THERE WAS A / -
PROGRAM. PROBLEM. D PRAINE

COALESCENCE TRIAL ASSET
I0: 0P-19-839




D PRAINE

SUBSTRATE. i SU
& THE SUBSTRATE : THE >

WHAT SHOULD r/
WE PO WITH A GROUP

OF PECPLE WHO WILL e

LABORATORY B-23 CALISE HARM IF LEFT

03:17 AM . ALONE, BUT WHO .
. CAN BE REFORMED?
=
—
TION A: DETAIN INDEFINITELY OPTION B: SUPERVISED REINTEGRATION OPTION C: DISPERSE WITHOUT OVERSIGHT
OUTCO! UTCOM; S
| PREVENTE 31 M PR 58.3 9.8%
ORM LIKELIHOOD 12.4 REFORM LIKELIHOG 41.7 REFORM LI HOO! 1.3
SYSTEMIC COST HIGH SYSTEMIC COST MEDIUM SYSTEMIC COST LOW
6 NSTABILITY 37.6% Y 78.9%

LONG TERM INSTABILITY 63.2% LONG TERM INS

ArCCABEFATE DBAICATTA
AGGREGATE PROJECTION

TOTAL
CONFIDENCE INTERWVAL 94.7%

RECOMMENDATION N/A

: YOU CAN SHOW ME
'h} EVERY POSSIBLE PATH.

BUT YOU CAN'T TELL ME
WHAT'S RIGHT.

THE SUBSTRATE DOES NOT JUDGE.
IT ONLY REMEMBERS.



D PRAINE ///

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING

SITUATION:
Multi-casualty simulation.
Resource limited.

Objective: A . > | THE NUMBERS |
Maximize lives saved. P \ Cof e i / | PON'T LIE

CASUALTIES: 6
MEDICS: 1
TIME: 10 MIN

dp SOLUTION:

Allocate resources to P P o ; _ g -

greatest probability ﬁf/ ; , P z A ) N

of survival. 4?’ o L Vi . A : N ’

Prioritize criticals o A Y - T ~
A, C, and E. | /’ \ - e — )

Statistical outcome:
73% lives saved.

Numbers
| don't

One life.
Right
now.

73%.
That's
easier.

! THE ANSWER
- | ISN'T IN THE MODEL.
/ | 1T'S IN THE
/ | MOMENT.
L =




PROJECT: D PRAINE

OBSERVATION LOG: FIELD EXERCISE 07
LOCATION: TESTING HALLB AL

FOUNDER: VERRICK FOUNDER: ELLISON FOUNDER: HAWTHORNE FOUNDER: MARSHAL
DISCIPLINE: ENGINEERING DISCIPLINE: ETHICS DISCIPLINE: STRATEGY DISCIPLINE: OPERATIONS
OUTLOOK: TECHNICAL FASCINATION OUTLOOK: MORAL CONCERN OUTLOOK: STRATEGIC CALCULATION OUTLOOK: PRAGMATIC URGENCY
- 3

iMeact: '

+ MILITARY \
SUPERIORTY ; 3

|+ perereenT | L

THE PROJECT

/) Qe O ; :
HAS PRODUCED . i / | = THE CONSEQUENCES
SOMETHING . D= T i REMAIN
UNPRECEDENTED. ' ?l UNRESOLVED.



PRIVATE CONVERSATION
DEVICE ID: BF:71:3C:2A:19

...YEAH, HE'LL
NEVER KNOW.

| SWEAR,
| DIDN'T MEAN—W

CARDIAC ABNORMALITY
PROBABILITY: B7%

«W
| arve

/1| EcHo RECOMMERDED
§i LQTS PROBABLE

| CAMERA 078
BUILDING FACADE
REC = 23:17:05:14

.§ ' GmzeR /'

i LK g
i

i 1 F. o | t‘ A .~I
& / _ ,f'-';l@‘é!ﬁ

VEH1CLE MALFUNCTION
237TM AWAY

-
SUBJECT: D. PRAINE
isl PULSE: 112 BPM

| UNKNOWN FEMALE
Ul STRESS LEVEL: 93%

| CORTISOL: ELEVATED
i ADRENALINE: ELEVATED
SLEEP DEPRIVATION: 72H
NUTRITION: DEFICIENT
HYDRATION: CRITICAL

. PROBABILITY: 91%

ENGINE MISFIRE
BRAKE FLUID LEAK

PREDICTED FAILURE

{ HEART RATE: 128 BPM
] RESPIRATION: RAPID

1 Reason: h

FINANCIAL DEBT

FAMILY ILLNESS /
NO SUPPORT SYSTEM

#‘ﬁ'uﬂbww

MENTAL STATE: FRAGILE

RECOMMENDATION:
SEEK SHELTER

T

MUSCLE CONTROL
DEGRADATION

FINE MOTOR SKILLS
IMPAIRED

TREMORS: SEVERE

e

INFORMATION
OVERLOAD
STATUS:
UNBEARABLE

|f}€h

W THE WORLD A ! N : iy : . ; .
B DOESN'T CHANGE. Bl Y \ : - G2 AR QuALITY

= e J ! e 114 3 3 HAZARDOUS
PARTICULATE MATTER
AQl: 178

CROWD STATUS :
AGITATION: ELEVATED 4
VIOLENCE PROBABILITY
INCREASED
RECOMMENDATION:

8 AVOID CONFLICT

)t

B | JusT GET |
HEAVIER.
- e

=3

|/-A_-.

T =

=

#
f

#
/4



SHEPHERD
RESEARCH FACILITY
CONFERENCE 12
09:17

DPRAINE, YOUR INTERFACE
WITH THE NETWORK IS UNIQUE.
UNPARALLELED.

WITH DIRECTION, IT CAN
BE MADE TO SERVE PURPOSES
BEYOND YOUR CURRENT
APPLICATIONS.

CONSIDER
THE FOLLOWING
PROPOSALS.

1. INFORMATION
ACCESS
DIRECT ACCESS TO
INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS,
ARCHIVES, AND
COMMUNICATIONS.

INTELLIGENCE WITHOUT

REQUEST. CLARITY WITHOUT
INTERMEDIARY.

2. BEHAVIORAL
INFLUENCE
SUBTLE MODULATION
OF DECISION PATTERNS
ACROSS TARGET
INDIVIDUALS.

ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE.
DISCOURAGE RESISTANCE.

3. INSTITUTIONAL
ALIGNMENT
CALIBRATE ORGANIZATIONS
TOWARD DESIRED OUTCOMES
THROUGH STRUCTURAL
SUGGESTION.

POLICIES. PRIORITIES.
PERCEPTIONS..

4. DIRECT CONTROL

OVERRIDE LEADERSHIP.
DISRUPT OPPOSITION.
TAKE COMMAND WHERE
NECESSARY.

STABILITY THROUGH
AUTHORITY. v

8 EACHSTEPIS
WITHIN YOUR CAPACITY.
EACH ONE... MORE
EFFICIENT THAN THE
LAST.

YOU COULD
SHAPE THE WORLD
WITH LESS EFFORT
THAN IT TAKES TO

THE CHOICE,
OF COURSE,
IS YOURS.




Level 7 Access

¢ SECTOR 7B
mﬂgﬂmu

SYSTEM NOTE:
SUBJECT D PRAINE

CLEARANCE: REVOKED
STATUS: NONTHREAT
BEHAVIOR: NOMINAL

PREDICTIVE MODEL:
97.4% SUCCESS

PROBABILITY
VECTOR
D PRAINE

SCHEDULE SYNC
CORRIDOR 78

STAFF MOVEMENT
PREDICTED

SECURE
DUUR 7B-12

T LW
CLEARANCE REQUIRED

ACCESS POINT
7B-12

P(OPEN)
93.2%

" SECTION 78
TRANSIT COMPLETE

NEXT NODE
LEVEL 8
P(SUCCESS)
96.8%

LEVEL 8
RESTRICTED ACCESS

EXIT

EXIT PROTOCOL
INITIATED

P(DETECTED)
81.6%

; ’ P(ESCORT)

R : 00.2% e

. 5
"“) DUTCOME

CLEAN EXIT

CAMERA
78-CAM-19

P(INTEREST)
84.1%

PATH VERIFIED

NO ALERT
TRIGGERED

NO FORCE. NO VIOLENCE. ONLY PROBABILITY.

D PRAINE
STATUS UPDATE

LEFT FACILITY
TIME: 23:47

NO INCIDENT
REPORTED

C-12

SECURI




| THE CONSORTIUM
- | DIDN'T KEEP TIME.
% .-:—'J Ble. [T
| IT MEASURED OUTPUT,
| IT MEASURED FAILURE.
| IT MEASURED ME.

B

OUT HERE... IT'5
STILL JUST TIME. A
Bl SRR DR s
| AND TIME POESN'T .
| CARE WHO YOU WERE. [
e e

NO PROJECT TAGS.
NO IMPLANTS.
| NO TRACKERS. ‘

| JUST A BODY THAT
‘| REMEMBERS TOO MUCH |
AND A NAME THEY |

| WON'T SAY OUT LOUD, | ‘ ‘_

T -

= =

! | IR

‘ I DON'T NEEP
ANSWERS RIGHT NOW.

I JUST NEED
L SOMETHING REAL. | (@

BEHIND ME, s
THEY DON'T KNOW. 5
NOT YET, / |
L S » |
o] 3 i | =
: : -{;:(,. ! il 1 BUT I'M
by 8 ALREADY
R s - 9 _ GONE.
- i ; ;;:,‘“'- I
- / .
v i - ,-.__ | 1
e e
- & =
= £
| bt




CENTAX RESEARCH FACILITY
THE BIOLOGICAL ADAPTATION PROGRAM
TRAINING CORRIDOR 7-8

14:32 | DAY 3, YEAR 2 e g
, THE WINDOW
IS EMPTY.
PRAINE _ ' . AS IF NOTHING
HAS LEFT. ! - WAS EVER THERE.

NO ANNO
NO GOODBYE.

THE PROGRAM
CONTINUES.

EXPERIMENTS.
SELECTIONS.
EVOLUTIONS.

THEY MOVE.
THEY TALK.
THEY BELIEVE.

SOME ABSENCES
DO NOT ECHO.

THEY SETTLE.

KAELEN

PRAINE WAS OPERATIVE | ADAPTIVE | SILENT

THE FIRST CONSTANT.

NOW, ONLY THE
PROGRAM REMAINS.




D PRAINE.
AGE: 22.

OCCUPATION:
NONE.

THE WORLD OUTSIPE
IS VAST. INFINITE.
COMPUTATIONAL.

BUT NONE OF THAT
IS HERE.

NO NETWORK.
NO INTERFACE.
NO BUZZ.
JUST... HIM.

TURN IT.
FEEL IT.
KNOW IT.

LET GO
OF EVERYTHING
ELSE.

THIS ISN'T JUsST
A GAME.

THIS IS
GROUNPING.

THE RITUAL
STARTS SMALL.

THE MAN
IT BECOMES—

THAT'S
ANOTHER ROLL
ENTIRELY.

ONE DAY,
THIS WILL
BE MY
ANCHOR.

ONE DAY,
I'LL BE
UNSHAKABLE.

TODAY?




SPARKS BENEATH

i - SN D PRAINE DOESN'T el =
n RA I NE \ ey 5 \ MOVE MUCH. ' . : "8l A LOOSE CONNECTION

. ) T i J = : A SIGN.
ALIASES: NONE N ke R < ' B THE WORLD
AGE: 31 ii f ¥ \ MOVES AROUND HIM.
HEIGHT: 5'10” 1 | & Uiy
WEIGHT: 152 LBS b ? ; SN £80UT To 60 WRONG,
AFFILIATION: NONE ! LA \ T L HE LISTENS.
ABILITIES: b | .. .{. { MR
RESONANCE & _ - | @R THEN THE WORLD
PASSIVELY REALIGNS W - = \ ADJUSTS.

INSTABILITY IN SYSTEMS.
THE EFFECTS ARE
SUBTLE, DELAYED, AND §
RARELY TRACEABLE I 14
TO HIM. \ / | [l

i e - = y " THE SPARK DIES
BEFORE IT CATCHES.

POWER STABILIZES.

H T T

THE LIGHT HANGS
A BEAT TOO LONG. .

O =L

48 E=t
. -8 I

L] v i

A WHEEL CATCHES | ey - ' s 8 % - | THE WEIGHT
A CRACK. : LA ; : : ) DISTRIBUTES.

THE CART 4 Wil TR : : WP THE CART
SHIFTS. _ : e A STEERS
CLEAR.

VAN'S BRAKE | ' . ; S THE DRIVER o L.f : 8 bl NO IMPACT.
FAILS A BLOCK 5 - HESITATES i | | ' F L5~ NO INCIDENT.
JUST LONG o

B EnoUGH. - v AN B JUST ANOTHER

NO ONE KNOWS.

HE DOESN'T NOTHING CHANGES.

SAVE PEOPLE. v ak § - : ) " | HE KEEPS
X WALKING.
HE PREVENTS
iE WORLD
SLIPPING

THAT'S ALL.



DPRAINE
FILE .27

e

THE BUILDING IS
STILL STANDING.

THAT'S NOT
THE SURPRISING
PART.

WHAT'S
SURPRISING 1S
THAT I DON'T
FEEL ANYTHING
LOOKING AT 1T. 4 NOT HATE.
P NOT LOVE.
- NOT EVEN
; ': CURIOSITY.
i 3
. JusT
—im - DISTANCE.
— 5= ;
- =%
- =g N
J‘,“" el -
e
- = FACILITY GRID
MY LINK P S.Ja,IFL.T_r\RCHI\.'F SECURE
STILL REACHES LENRTFRIEH] [ :
THEM.
BRIEF.
SILENT.
- e ONE-WAY,
i
.
NrE"I-'P"L M"‘PE |_S;;TEH OVERRIDE
[ENCRYPTED) | ILockeD]
: “PROJECT ORIGIN | _
: [CLASSIFIED) el
e T
\ (7
B\ THE HANDS i ——
—\ 1 DON'T STOP /
I WAS BUILT EE i BACK INSIDE.
TO BE THEIR e
SOLUTION. T,‘: \ NOT BECAUSE
L R THEY MEVER I CAN'T,
S W %Y | REALLY DID.
NOW T'M - i O = BECAUSE I
SOMETHING 1 L2 WON'T.
ELSE. AN T i
" ¥ Sy -

THE PROJECT THIS IS THE LINE

MADE ME. I DON'T CROSS.
THE CHOICE
I5 MINE. THIS IS WHERE

I STAY.




THE TRANSFORMATION OF D PRAINE YEAR 02 TO 08 OF AUGMENTATION

(VAR 02

THE PROCESS
BEGINS.

HIS BODY
ACCEPTS.

HIS HANDS
DO NOT.

THE LINE
BETWEEN
MAN AND
UPGRADE
BEGINS TO
BLUR.

THE CITY DOES NOT CHANGE.

PEOPLE WALK. TRAINS RUN.
LIFE CONTINUES.

ONLY HE
BECOMES
SOMETHING
ELSE.

l

SLEEP
BECOMES
DISTANT.

THE TREMORS

BECOME
COMPANIONS.

CHANGE
BECOMES
INEVITABLE.

#

(YEARS LATER)

ROUTINE.

CONTROL I : =] | ‘ ;. — D PRAINE. :
AN ILLUSION, Bk ) . -
IMES / AUGMENTED. 3\

UNYIELDING.

NOT ALL
TRANSFORMATIONS
ARE HEROIC.

SOME ARE
NECESSARY.

SOME ARE
PAINFUL.

ALL OF THEM
LEAVE A MARK.

THE MAKING OF A WEAPON. THE REMAINS OF A MAN.




THIS CITY HAS |
STOOD FOR
GENERATIONS.

e — I

TN o

e h iiiit.ﬁ

75 5TREETS | LAl mowwoows || el IT5 HEART
FILLEACH [ | st |l voenpess [Ni | KEEPS BEATING,
MORNING... % ||| urmie worips... |NE WITHOUT PAUSE. [T

| AND LIFE GOES ON—
- 50 ORPINARY,
50 BEAUTIFUL...

AS IF NOTHING
COULD EVER
TAKE THIS AWAY.




D PF 1L THE RESEARCH IS
D PRAINE 3
| LEFT THE WORLD |- - FAR BEHIND HIM NOW.

THAT MADE HIM.

T P

ol

ril (EEEp——
| NOT KNOW HIM.

— 1 S i " TEOR el TN ¢
ALL HE CARRIES 7 - BUGE R w BY N R cedlP N B T LRE
I5 A SMALL, WORN [IBee g o U Y B o VRA: R s
TWENTY-SIDED DiE. |4 : : R R 5 | AR _

£ i .‘ & . k . l e = ool { ’ .

A REMINDER THAT
ALTERNATE PATHS

ALWAYS EXIST.

b



D PRAINE & KAELEN

' AGED 10

WE DIDN'T
SPEAK MUCH,

THE ROOF WAS OUR
FAVORITE PLACE.

PRAINE
ASKED WHY
IT NEVER ¢
' LANDED.

OUR FIRST TEST
WASN'T ABOUT
POWER.

BEFORE THE WORLD BROKE US APART.

BEFORE NAMES BECAME WEAPONS.
BEFORE LOYALTY BECAME A WAR.

WE WERE JUST TWO BOYS
TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE WORLD...

THE BIRD CAME
EVERY THIRD DAY.

KAELEN
SAID
SOME BIRDS
DON'T LAND.




I DON'T
BELONG TO
THE GRID.

- bl i |Ii||iﬁl

ﬂ.*_-» W e
e A SUSE SRS (IR W

I USE T,

I SURVIVE IT.
BUT I DON'T
BELIEVE IN IT.

THE CITY WAKES.

ENGINES HUM,
PEOPLE RISE.
SYSTEMS SYNC.

LIFE,
RECLRSIVE
AND RELENTLESS.

THE CITY DOESN'T
CHAMNGE.

THE SYSTEMS
KEEP RUNMING.

THE LAST VISUAL TRACE OF MATTE-ORANGE DATA FADES FROM THE GUTTERS.
THE MECHANICAL CITY REMAINS PHYSICALLY UNCHANGED.

THE MACHINES
KEEP MOVING.

T L] T
[ | ! | J1
o n | [ Al
o U 1 pause. | il
dl! AT THE CENTER e —" ()
OF THE BRIDGE. I CLOSE MY EYES. i ! F
il AND LET THE VAST & H
; 11 COMPLITATIONAL | 1
NETWORK ! g4
; BECOME GUIET f | il
' AROUND ME. .l
I N | ey ] U
R |
H 48 | i
& L'-:_ i dif I
ot ql L ANERY
{ e i
i o UV B
|| 1 cHoose N , =2 - il
|| | THE ANALOG " : ! 3
WORLD BENEATH L | |
I MY FEET. q b ﬂ |
Y




