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| NO WIND.

SHOLLDA e

: P 2 NO SOLIND.
SEEN THAT & & B S
COMING. &= S JUST.... THIS \

DAMN DARK. g“- /,f X ' <y
t—ﬁ , j : / BRUISED.
/ , NOT

BROKEN.

WHATEVER
BROUGHT ME
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TWEFOR 7T ———— e o | mssm
| < . a.-| OUT THERE.
WAITING.




FIFTY YARDS AWAY...

SOMECNE
JUST BURST
THROUGH.

THAT
PRESENCE...

IDENTITY
UNKNOWMN.

POWER

LEVEL...
OFF THE
SCALES.







SOMETHING W
FAR HEAVIER.




YOU WEREN'T
EXAGGERATING
ABOUT THE
TEMPERATURE.

YOU GAVE ME
A THIN SHIRT.

'™
SURPRISED
YOU AGREED
TO MEETING
HERE.

SENTIMENT
HAS NO PLACE
IN A NECESSARY
ALLIANCE.

IT WAS BUILT
TO REMIND US
THAT MERCY IS
A WEAKNESS.

WE WILL NOT
BE REMINDED.

YOU ALSO
WORE LEATHER
IN A GLACIAL
FORTRESS.

THIS PLACE...

IT'S BUILT
TO IMPRISON,
NOT TO
WELCOME.
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HIEHT SHIH // LOADING PLATFORM 78 - B
HMZ- -97 AERIAL O Emrmuh - ~Hi; Or:rijgis.

WITHOUT EMOTION.

EXECUTION

WE ARE % THE MACHINE
THE HAND. i \ IS READY.
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THEY MOVE . s 0 \ g 1034 |  |pnes>
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I5 EVERYTHING.
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THE EMBER COVEN 3 N GLIDER ONE
FORGE CITY OF AURELIAN . e o - PILOT: KAELYN V0SS
SKYWAYS '

GLIDER TWO
PILOT: THE
FIRE SOVEREIGN




THE GLIDERS

SHOOT FORWARD
INTO THE PITCH-BLACK
TUNNELS WITH BONE-
CRUSHING
ACCELERATION.

DIVING INTO AN
IMPOSSIBLY STEEP
DROP, SLIRROLINDED
BY TOTAL DARKNESS. |

NO LIGHT.

NO END.

ONLY GRAVITY
AND INSTINCT.




THE TRACK
DOESN'T EXIST.

NOT REALLY.

IT's SEMI-TRANSLUCENT
STATIC... ABSTRACT
MATTER WITHOUT

BUT AT THESE SPEEDS,
WE FORCE IT TO
SOLIDIFY.

FOR JUST A SPLIT
SECOND.

LONG ENOUGH.

U BeHND s,

= IT FAPES BACK

RAILS ARE 4 INTO NOTHING.
BLURNING. E - ;

PUSHING
MAX.

|1

ON
MY slX,

TRY AND )
KEEP UP, )

THIS ISN'T
A RACE. [

HYPER
|y ...
RALE
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THE BLACK ICE
DPOESN'T FORGIVE
HESITATION.

NO
MARGIN.

- Sl N - \ R \

...THE TRACK BREATHE.

EATS ITSELF. 3 \ & S ~ ) TRUST
THE LINE.
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R THAT'S
N THE EXIT.
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THE GLIDERS BRAKE.
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SLIDING INTO A MASSIVE, CAVERNOUS
TERMINAL CARVED FROM RAW ROCK.

THE HIGH-SPEED : A I
THRILL-RIDE ENDING [ A \ . - T lEid BEA—3+N
ABRUFTLY... s Z ’ e LS SHIRAIWA TERMINAL

THE SILENCE OF THE IMMENSE CAVERN
IMMEDIATELY SWALLOWING THE
ENGINE NOISE.

SHIRAIWA TERMINAL
DEPTH: -1208m ot B

BEZ2—IFML




XILTHARA PRIME
CENTRAL TRANSIT TERMINAL
THRONE OF THE HIVE QUEEN

" PASSENGER
PACKAGE RECEIVED. y

4 " IDENTITY VERIFIED.

" CLASSIFICATION
CONFIRMED.
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YOU ARE CLEAR
\ FOR PROCESSING.

7 PROCEEDTO
AUDIT STATION |
\ SEVEN-NINE.
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QUEEN VYRAELIS
HIGH HIVE REGENT

DESlGNTION: || SECTOR: N-7 ADMINISTRATUM

SINGULARITY CORE.
CLASS: OMEGA.,
DELIVERY: COMPLETE.

HMM.

AC -
NOT OPTIMAL,
BUT
ACCEPTABLE.

THE LOWER

== N

IRRELEVANT TO
ADMINISTRATIVE
| EFFICIENCY.

| THE HIVE

Lmusr FUN




LEAD BY Jia
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FAR ENOLIGH
TO BE OUT OF
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THE EPGE OF THEIR

. : OPERATIONAL RAPIUS.




SOME DOORS TN
WERE NEVER MEANT |
TO BE OPENED.

IT WATCHES.

IT WATS, ) oAl a2 g\ 775 I THEN LET
7 > ' 4 Al - IT REMEMBER

IT REMEMBERS.




