’3 RIBE THE WIHB FBRGE THE FUTURE: @‘
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TUNING CRANES,
THREE-METER DEMOISELLE
PRIMALS. RESONANCE-BORM.
THEY FLY IN GEOMETRY.

THE ENGINE |
DOES NOT NEGOTIATE. |
IT SUBDUES.
FREQUENCY 15 LAW.

BEAUTY IS
NOT CONSENT.

PATTERN IS
NOT HARMONY.

FORMATION
BREAKING,
RESOMANCE
OVERRIDDEM.
AIR=SACS
FLOODING.

THIS IS
NOT NATURE.

THIS 15
COERCION,

HIDDEN
BEMEATH
SPECTACLE.

THEY DO NOT FLEE.
THEY ARE
DISORIENTED.
ASSAULTED.

THEY CALL IT
CONCORDANCE.

IT IS ONLY
COMPLIANCE.

_ T AND 1 WILL
EVERY NOTE 15 \ NOT PRETEND
THE ENGINE [ - 4 3 ’ : ; NOT TO SEE.
SENDS ¥ ;

IS A CHAIN.

EVERY BIRD
A TESTAMENT.

KESSEN FEELS IT,

THE PULSE
IS ERRATIC.

THE PAIN
IS REAL.




IRON PASSAGE AUTHORITY

HIGH COMMAND TERRACE
ELEV. 2,384 METERS

-

= -
-
—

| MAGNETIC FLUX DENSITY | -
| SPIKING BEYOND BASELINE. | ~ "

THIS ISN'T
MIGRATION.

THIS IS
DISPLACEMENT.

EM DISTURBANCE
VECTOR IS CONVERGING
ON THE PASS.
MAGNITUDE: UNKNOWN.

CABLE SWIFTS
IN FLIGHT PATTERN
DELTA-VIOLENT.
DEPARTURE FROM
ALL SECTORS.

IRON PASSAGE AUTHORITY

CONTINGENCY PROTOCOL

el aep DELTA —o5

1. SEAL AUMILIARY SPANS
2. LOCK CABLE TENSION
3, EVACUATE LOWER

TOWNS
4. DISPATCH SURVEY
DRONES
5. PREPARE SHELTER
LEVELS 1-3 S
S

- :

CIVILIANS: 1,248,90

ASSETS AT RISK: SIGNIFICANT

TIME TO IMPACT: UNKNOWN =5
A

T.
UNNATURAL EVEN
TREAT AS ACT OF NATURE.
RESPOND AS AUTHORITY.

WE RIDE
THE WARNING.




MIZUKI.
GLIPER TECH.
AGE: 17.
DOESN'T DO
"WAIT'.

CABLE
TWIST AT

l\ THREE POINT

\_ Two.

SKYHOOK COURIER. . ! . : : /
FOLDING-WING GLIDER. [N = . i P NEM CALDER.
VENTRAL HOOK. e v Ay TERE = e il COURIER.
CATCHES TOW-LINES. [ e e 3 T / A o Wl AGE: 21.

RIDES THE SKY-LIFTS. 2 ; ¥ i L T | CALCULATES RISK.
DELIVERS ANYTHING. Y S : . ; o R ALWAYS LINDERPAID.
ANYWHERE. P ; V B s e B 10 weress -» S ALY SHOWS LP.

i 4 PAE. SOMEONE? W \

o Ay DRIED
WHAT'S THE '\ e — \ |\ APRICOT.
DIFFERENCE? W ; ; 4
GAME PAYS,
PERFORMANCES
GET cHeers. [

Vo mis st Nl THs? (U y 4 SLOW
A PERFORMANCE, THIS GETS ¥ - DOWN.
NEM. - &
IT’s NOT
A GAME.

YOU'RE
BLEEDIN'
AGAIN.

; <
| YEAH, YEAH. \
: —J _ | LEFT BEHIND,
/ IDON'T iy DEAD AHEAD,
[ SLOW DowN. Wl - . WHAT'S THE

sLow DowN [\ : _QUOTE? RS / B g p .
GETS YOU \ | " "FORTUNE \ FORTUNE

\ LEFT BEHIND. S FAVORS THE [l & [ FavORS
b V. FOOLHARDY'? : - INVOICE

£

SOMETHIN' PAID IN

\ ADVANCE.

LIKE THAT, 1 WA, ¥ !
N/ ; { THAT'S M"()

b

S '/'NHEN THIS .
l/ JOB'S DOME,
| T'M cASHIN' OUT.

SOUTHERN ISLES.
| WARM WATER.
\  NO CABLES.
NO CLIFFS.

-~




IRON PASS.

THE GREAT PASSAGE
BETWEEN EAST AND

THE PASS
LOOKS MUCH
NARROWER THIS

THE MOUNTAINS

SHIFT, THE OLD WAYS [

NEVER STAY THE

BEYOND THOSE
DOORS LIES

MEW LANDS.
NEW WARS,
NEW STORIES.

e

- PTG

ONCE EVERY CENTURY,
THE PRIMALS CROSS.

AND THE CONTINENT
HOLDS ITS BREATH.

HOW LONG
WILL THEY

AS LONG A5
THE PASSAGE

..THE GATE
WILL CLOSE
FOREVER.
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THE IRON FASS.

CONTINENTAL LAND-BRIDGE.
{ NATURAL. INDUSTRIAL.

IMPASSABLE—

UNTIL NOW.

¥ . i . THUNDER-BISON.
LOOKS LIKE i B . _ S - S T PRIMALS. 18-24 TONNES.
THE WHOLE ‘ i e W { b y 3 R BLILT BY EVOLUTION,
CONTINENT {* i A 3 " g oo | CHARGED BY FRICTION.
- > ] WEAPONS BY NATURE.

PECIDEP TO
MOVE TODAY.

TYPICAL.
NO SENSE OF
TIMING.

fl THEIR MOVEMENT

| GENERATES EMP WAVES,
PRESSURE SHOCKS, AND
ENOUGH STATIC TO
BRING CITIES TO THEIR KNEES.

NOT WALLS,
NOT EMPIRES

THeY coME [N
R 7O MOVE O, [

COUNTING ON
IT.

| THE EYE OF
\ THE STORM,




| ASCENDANT MARCH ROAD
LOADING ZONE — WAR CORRIDOR

——— s
L

l CRACKED PAVING.

= | CRAWLER TREAD.

J EVERY ROUTE
E A COMPROMISE.

FOUNDATION MOLE

PRIMAL / SUBSTRATE
BLIND.

SENSES PRESSURE.
CLAWS FOR STONE.
CLAIMS FAULT

=1 LIORE VAS
= LOGISTICS OFFICER

ROUTE HARNESSED.

NOT ARMORED.

NO WEAPON.

JUST ORDERS

AND CONSEQUENCE.

FAULT LINE F-7.
OVERLOAD RISK.
I FLAGGED IT.
THEY SIGNED OFF.
IT MOVED ANYWAY. '

YEARS OF MAKING
TERRIBLE ORDERS
SURVIVABLE. .

—
-y § |

] ROUTE HARNESS
| DEPLOYED.
~| LOAD TOKENS.
‘ MAPS. WAX STRIPS.
i MOVEMENT ORDERS.
|
|

ALL FALLIBLE.
ALL SHE HAS.

HEY! BACK OFF!
THIS LINE IS
ALREADY OVER-
COMMITTED!

MOVE ALONG,
DIRT-THIEF!
THIS ISN'T
YOURS!

L e e | VSRR, o=

G il NO GLORY *:_Eni' r THE FIRST AND ONLY CALLING NOT SPECTACLE. » SR

: " JUST VIBRATION. PRESSURE. sl NECESSITY. :
& | BONE AGAINST STONE. | SHARED. IMMEDIATE. UGLY.
by, i ,_‘.-I-v_".--.:u . —— — = € - = - L - ==



VEYRA |
ASCENDANT |-

GATE FRONT, EVENING - 5\‘
-MARCH DEPLOYMENT DAY |

THE SABLE MARCH
WAITS BEYOND THE GATE.

i g iy =k ak

ROUTE LEGION - . —— R
DEPLOYMENT TRAIN b B DETACHABLE SEGMENTS: PRISM AUTHORIZATION:
. = - -ROUTE. RATION, REASON.

HUMAN-ENGINEERED MILITARY |88 . = 5 - TROOP CARS IR, | -OBEDIENCE. ALL VALID.
| MASS TRANSIT VEHICLE. 3 - BRIDGE EQUIPMENT

WALL AT REST. b LSy - DEFENSIVE SCREENS

ENGINE IN MOTION. ; - - TRACK-LAYING RIGS

SOVEREIGNTY IN TRANSIT. 3

IT DEPLOYS THE PATH
AS IT TAKES IT.

THE MARCH DOES
NOT WAIT FOR ROADS.
IT BUILDS THEM.

MINISTER EDRIA SORN . RESOURCES DO NOT
|| DIRECTOR OF MOBILIZATION 2 = NEGOTIATE.
| ARCHITECT OF CONSENSUS
THE VOTE THAT BUILT THE WAR - !
= 5| il s N . BELIEF MOVES FASTER
i H! \ \ =4 BD  THAN TRUTH.

HISTORY DOES NOT
PUNISH NECESSITY.

THE MACHINE IS A LIE.
THE MOMENTUM IS REAL.

| BY THE TIME THE LIE
IS PROVEN, THE BORDER
o WILL ALREADY BE OURS.



WESTERN SUSPENSION BRIDGE:
LOWER ANCHOR SPAN

'

b
(O
\‘\ \\\ A\ \ \ \
. o S0 \ 2

KESSEN

RIDGE-MANTIS
LENGTH: ~2.4m
WEIGTH: ~210kg
ROLE: AMBLUSH
SENTINEL
BONDED TO:

TOBIAH

AGE: 18
ROLE: BRIDGE
RESONANCE
TECHNICIAN
SPECIALTY:
STRUCTLRAL
HARMONICS
PHILOSOPHY:
“ATTENTION IS
A KIND OF
RESPECT."

N X T e - 4
i 1K

MICRO-STRESS
VIBRATIONS
DPETECTED.

SUSPENDER |
GROLP...
DEVIATION

CONFIRMED.

|. ERRONEOUS. |,

Ll




—

Il
ARSI

CENTRALT

EVACLIATION WAVE 7 §
: IN PROGRESS T
o

SOUTH RAMP.
THIRD AND FOLIRTH
L CRAWLERS—MERGE  [EHd
) THEIR LOADING

_ [RON PASS | : ‘
KEEP WAVES E-:--_'_j-;S!T :l'ﬂiﬂﬂﬁ‘r’ : n' :

FLOWING.

ALL SETTLEMENTS
AR BELOW
CLIFF LEVEL.

ENGINEERS!
CHECK BOGIE LOCKS
ON CRAWLER THREE. = ; ; ¥ 7Ea
ROUTE IS UNSTABLE - o = 3 e == \ ath '- 2 } =L COMMANDER
AT SWITCHBACK 4 H = ; : it ool 4 ) VENN!

> EVAC WAVE
CLOTH VIOLET ADJUSTING!
PRIORITY! Sl HOLD STEADY
YOU ENDANGER

YOUR FAMILY!
FORM UP! - .

FORM UP!

| COMMANDER
TLYA VENN

IRON PASS TRANSIT AUTHORITY

b W] = BY COUNT, NOT
ROUTE STATUS ) g : ol & ¢ BY HOPE.
| normiRA.......... CLOSED : 1 : -
WEST LEDGE .....c0n0ns UNSTABLE - ! 4 | OME WAVE,
SOUTHRAMP ........... ACTIVE : ¥ - Pt ) ONE ROUTE,
LOWER GATE ............ ACTIVE 4 . X ONE OUTCOME.

| CRAWLER STATUS

CRAWLER 1 ..ooiiiianas LOADING
CRAWLER 2 .............. LOADING
CRAWLER 3 ..

i CRAWLER 4 ......... cor. LOADING

| ESTIMATED CLEARANCE TIME
a3 t-An i ) R\ N : - -
Radad AR A . A\ . \ : ] N roN Pass

DOES NOT

ABANDON TS




THE ANCHOR-SPRAWL
EVACUATION.

EPISODE 5:

THE CITY THAT
WAS NEVER
MEANT TO STAND.

WHEN THE
FOUNDATIONS
SPLINTERED,

THE PRIMALS
ANSWERED.

GLOOM-WEAVER,
ANCHOR THE
THIRD STRAND,

FIRE!

RELEASE THE
COUNTERWEIGHT
TO THE EAST!

IT's
BEAUTIFUL...

Mom!
WHERE

Youz!

KNOW [F WE
CAN MAKE IT
R ACROSS..

DAD!

ARE

I PONT

ONES.

ROGER!
EAST RING,
YOU'RE UP!

WE CRO
S0 THE CITY
CAN REST.

WE WON'T
LET ¥YOu
FALL.

FOR THE ONES

WE LOST.
FOR THE ONES
WE SAVE.

WE'RE ALL
IN THIS,
AREN'T WE?

TENSION
AT NINETY-THREE.
WE CAN STILL
HOLD.

SKY CORRIDORS
CLEAR!
KEEP THEM
MOVING!

HURRY!
THE LOWER
RINGS ARE
GONE!




- e
IRON PASS,

HIGH SHELF, EAST
TERRACE FARMS.

PEEP BREATH.
IN... AND' OUT.

THERE'S MY
BRAVE ONE.

I KNOW, I KNOW.
LOUP AND SCARY.

RON pysg
HAC Copygy
Loryy
HEEP Hoyg
Hegp !
kigp mm

b 08 YOU'RE DOING 5
s s BETTER THAN you | ©
e 4 THINK YOU ARE. | &
ey Il R, — R . .'_



HIGH ABOVE

THE CHOKED TRANSIT
ROUTES OF

IRON PASS...

MIZLKT VIOLENTLY
| BANKS HER GLIDER— [BS

FLYING IN PERFECT,
AGGRESSIVE
SYNCHRONIZATION
BESIDE HER IS
HOSHI, HER
STRATO-LYNX.

THIS IS A
TERRIBLE LINE.
TRULY
UNACCEPTABLE. &

WIS EXPRESSION
SHOWS CLEAR
RELUCTANCE.

. = |
MIZUKI DOESN'T
| WAIT FOR PERMISSION.

“@"—

B BOLTED INTO THE MOUNTAIN
:ﬂ' DISPATCH WAVES OF
SKYHOOK COURIER GLIDERS—

—CARRYING
EMERGENCY
SUPPLIES.

THE AR IS THICK (S5

WITH STATIC—

—AND THE
ROAR OF THE
APPROACHING
THUNDER-BISON
MIGRATION.

—DIVING TOWARD
A COLLAPSED,
ISOLATED SIDE-PATH

WHERE A GROUP OF
STRANDED CIVILIANS
IS TRAPPED.

HE FOLLOWS
HER RECKLESS
DIVE A.H'.-"WA'.-"




R e \’\ 4 o d IH = B A R ] 7 g R, ¥ L 1
i . ! 44 . R ' » 4 A ; = 2 " {4

REAR-GUARD IN < ¥
ENGINEERS HAVE WIRED [, b3 s N - o o ‘2
STRUCTURAL CHARGES | " & . ' Y A . P pe A ;’g A ﬁtéiswulsggm IS |
ACROSS THE PRIMARY NS ¥ L Ut i
CABLES. B i ek G PR i :

‘8| CIVILIANS CROSSING:

THE BRIDGE WILL NOT 12,472

SURVIVE THE SEISMIC
FORCE OF THE FREIGHT CRAWLERS: |
MIGRATION. 87

KESSEN'S CLAW READS [ i\ Mgl
MICRO-FRACTURES. B f

DATA STREAM:
STRESS. VIBRATION.
FATIGUE.

TOBIAH AND KESSEN.
ANCHORPOINT.
FINAL SENTENCE.

|| FEED TO TOBIAH.
EXACT TIMING.

= o E——

REFUGEES—  [RERE. S e /' IT HOLDS..
KEEP MOVING! | ; GERER | JUST LONG

} -<'

X
. DON'T LOOK
b BACK!

HE DOES NOT SEEK i

GLORY. )
N

HE SEEKS W\

PRECISION.




WITHOUT

y THERE'S
NO
il SAVING US 8




BAY

IRON PASS.
ABOVE THE
SEVERED SHELF.

AND BELOW--

| A SOFT THING
| BEARS WHAT

BISCUIT.

PANIC-INFLATED.
EMERGENCY

HE TIMES
THEIR BREATH.

HE CARRIES
THEIR FEAR.

THEY CALL IT [
A BRIDGE. aact

IT IS NOT.

| D

.r.-;" o o

HERD.

A LIVING
ARCH OF BONE
AND BREATH.

THEY FEEL

THE STONE
THROUGH
THEIR HOOVES.

THEY STRIKE
TO HEAR ITS
TRUTH.

THAT IS WHY
THEY FOLLOW.




THE ASCENDANT

CEREMONIAL/AVENUE

ROUTE LEGION
4 DEPLOYMENT TRAIN
S A MODULAR WAR TRANSIT,
AT REST, A FORTRESS.
IN MOTION, AN ENGINE
OF OCCUPATION.

LIORE VASK

L CS ICER

THIS ROUTE
IS DENIED.

FOUNDATION MOLE

PRIMAL.

BLIND.

TERRITORIAL, |
SENSES VIBRATION. |
HATES BOOTS.
MOVES STONE.

WE DON'T
MOVE PEOPLE
THROUGH
CRACKS.

WE PATCH.
OR WE DIE.

ID. UNKNOWN. S
UNKNOWN NOT ON ANY .
B INTERFERENCE ’; THREAT TABLE.
o ON ROUTE.

COMMAND?




SSIv-ii K

THE ASCENDANT
MARCH ROAD

CEREMONIAL ROUTE
OF PROGRESS

-
B

THE HIDDEN

RESONANCE CHAMBERS
BRS OF THE UNDERFORUM
B WoRKS—

)

OVERLOADED.
OVERDRIVEN. B 4 I - i ¢ 20 ol e IR  ROUTE LEGION,
: R E s T ’ oy ; ¥ \ 3 PEPLOYMENT TRAIN.
MAINTAIN SCHEDULE.
j MAINTAIN—

THE BEDROCK

™

Bl pio Nor HoLD. t-i
Laae B .




!‘-‘! MIZUKI

RIPER OF HOSHI

LA HOSHI!
) LOWER.
LEFT.

(=N Now! ¢

fa

PASSAGE FREIGHT CRAWLER
MAX LOAD.

.| MAX OUTPUT.

“F| ONE WAY OUT.

BEAUTIFUL
DAY FOR
STRUCTURAL

FAILLIRE.

S| DON'T LOOK |
B DOWN! /4

HAZARD PAY 'y . -
:u;.TAPJLIIDEE: P AT A kn dl o o i
el e A RS/ S U B THE CAT.
CLIMBING. : gor g A i SR ST B TRUST

i YOUR GUT.




WESTERN SUSFENSION. CIVILIAN
SIGNAL TOWER 7. LOAD: 18,732.
ALTITUDE: 412 METERS. i CRAWLERS: 21.

WIND VELOCITY: _ 3 BRIDGE CAPACITY:
79 TO 94 KNOTS. T - - _ ) _ e < z:t,ooo_.j )

ALL SYSTEMS DARK. ! : ] _ ; R MARGIN: 5,268.
ALL SIGNALS MANUAL. : /

WE MOVE
IN LANES.
WE MOVE
IN ORDER.
WE ALL
GET ACROSS. &

CRAWLER 07,
SHIFT LEFT.

CRAWLERS 16 AND 21,
HOLD CENTER.

PREPARE MERGE.

LANE THREE,
LOAD LIGHT.

MAINTAIN
INTERVAL.

GOOD.
THAT'S
GOOD.
KEEP IT
CLEAN.
KEEF IT
MOVING



IRON PASS

* TRANSIT AUTHORITY -

NORTHERN SECTOR.. 4

WEATHER EVENT:
STATIC FRONT
CLASS: EXTREME

EM. PRESSURE: RISING
GROUND CHARGE: ACTIVE
VISIBILITY: VARIABLE
THREAT LEVEL: RED

o R

LY
B, ¥ o

POPULATION
AT RISK:
TWELVE
THOUSAND
THREE
| HuNDRED
Bl AND FIFTY-

% WO,
oy

NOT
ENOUGH.

2 E_TI-Il.IM[';!ER~BIE‘.!'3|1I HERD
i EST. COUNT: 347,000+
; " l WEIGHT RAMNGE: 18-24 TONNES EACH
VELOCITY: 32-48 KPH

THREE
HUNDRED
FORTY-SEVEN
THOUSAND.

EACH AT
TWENTY TONS
AVERAGE.

THAT I5
SI¥ POINT NINE
MILLION TONS
OF MUSCLE AND
STATIC.

ANoueil  PRIMARY ROUTES i ]
PEAKING. /S I N
4 | — conraaLume |-y
BRIDGES | 5| — soutHumE =7
UUNPUTA = | — MANTEHAKCE
SIGNALS WILL SR AT R
S @ BROGENORE - ¢

EVAC WINDOW;
SEVENTEEN

CANNOT
OUTRUN
THIS.
ALL UNITS,
THIS IS VENN.

WE CAN oy
ONLY CHOOSE ! EXECUTE
WHO GETS TO = PROTOCOL
LIVE AFTER A IRON MERCY.
IT.

PRIORITY
IS5 PECPLE.
ALWAYS.

'IRON PASS TRANSIT GRID




WESTERN SUSPENSION BRIDGE
Three-Tier Traffic Deck

Spanning the Greyspine Fault
Elevation: 2,400m

STATIC FRONT:
Unnatural. Persistent.

Systems failing in
cascading sequence.

Transit Authority, Sector 7 F. .. | B [ SN i SIGNAL TOWER
= Lt Ve PELTA-3.
.r.- Forty-Six Years of Service : l ‘. TS / Bid CLIMBING.

EST. TIME:
B\ 90 SECONDS.
x‘ HOLD.

| lron will. Clear numbers.
-t u .
| No illusions.

=

THUNDER-BISON HERD
Estimated Mass: 18,000+ Tonnes
| Electrostatic Charge: Catastrophic
Killing

COMMS ARRAY:
FRIED.

EMP SATURATION .
BEYOND DESIGN
THRESHOLD.

" ALL UNITS,
THIS |5 VENN.
WE DO NOT
FIGHT NATLIRE.
WE ENDURE IT,
OLITE PRIORITY

" REMEMBER
THE NUMBERS.
1 B ' ol ot VU : - SR MAKE THEM
SLGNALS DEAD W v T : .'.‘. S :_:" ¥ -_I__: \ ” = . MEAN :
| SENSQRS: DEAD. o W A 3 @ " SOMETHING.
AUTOMATION: DEAD. T 1 :

HUMAN JUDGMENT:
REMAINING.

COLD LOGISTICS.
WARM HEART.

THAT IS COMMAND.
THAT IS SURVIVAL.




O THINGS
HERS DO

T
oTl
NOT HEAR.

i
0
[
[
M
=z B
O
[Ty

EASTERN ANCHOR POINT.
WESTERN SLSPEN

ALL PATHS
WILL CLOSE.




WESTERN APPROACH.
IRON PASS.

DAY 17 AFTER COLLAPSE.

TEMP SETTLEMENT:
3,217 SOULS.

WATER: LOW.
FUEL: LOW.

MEDS: CRITICAL.
MORALE: HOLDING.

MIZUKI.

GLIDER MECHANIC. [S
RECKLESS.

i STUBBORN.

STILL BREATHING.

TOBIAH.
MEASURER.
OBSERVER.
b COUNTS WHAT
| REMAINS.

KESSEN.

B8 RIDGE-MANTIS.

SILENT.
PERFECTS STILLNESS.
SEES EVERYTHING.

SURVIVAL

ISN‘T A PLAN.
IT'S A PRACTICE.
REPEAT.

8| ADAPT.
# ENDURE.

| THE PASS.
i THE PASS
LOST ITSELF.

HEAD COOK.
FEEDS WHO
HE CAN.
SLEEPS LAST.

BISCUIT.
ANXIOUS,
FOOD-MOTIVATED.
GOOD HEART. "
EASILY STARTLED.

COMMANDER
ILYA VENN.
TRANSIT AUTHORITY.
IROM WILL.
CARRIES NUMBERS
WHEN NAMES

| BREAK HER.




