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SUB-LEVEL

BLACK MARKET
SECTOR 7-B

-NO LIGHT ABOVE-

¥ IT'S NOT
THE STOVE,

(L

MIZUKI.

THAT TONE IS
COMING FROM
DEEP INSIDE
THE FLOOR.

PELL, YOUR
i COOK-STOVE ISN'T
SUPPOSED TO PLAY
BASS NOTES!

RN/

" MEGA |
. NOODLE

SOMETHING N
.| pown THERE | . ¥
| tenTaust |
| HummNG... | e
sayld s : A=
. .| SINGING.
B {

: il CONTINUED..




LOWER SECTOR
UTILITY JUNCTION 12B

SUB-LEVEL THREE

* WATER MAIN

« PWR CONDUIT

* MAG-LEV REROUTE

HOSHI!
YOU LOOK LIKE
A GIANT DANDELION!

THE CITY'S OLD
IRON PIPES ARE
PEFINITELY
SINGING TODAY!

YEAH, YEAH...
LAUGH IT UP,
TINY HLIMAN.

EVERYTHING
HUMS IN THIS CITY...
EVEN THE PIPES. e - _
YOU JUST FEEL IT - W 'R\ — B Y JLIST DON'T
DIFFERENT, HUH? [ ! g \ ; 73 ' - LET IT SHORT
THE GRID.




S i = e RN P HERE, ABOVE
SECTOR PLATES = W (| y B THE SMOG AND SPRAWL,
LEVEL 4002 : | ml / . B THE AIR IS FILTERED.
EXECUTIVE OVERWATCH { : U ;

THE LIGHT IS FAKE.
& LOGISTICS THE HARMONICS ARE
KEPT IN CHECK.

BN THew comes 8
N THE DISSONANCE. gl

GLASS SHUDPERS.
DATA SCATTERS.
EXECUTIVES

RESET.
—AND ;

PROTOCOL

THE ECHO
EMAINS.,

THREAT ‘
k| unipeniere. LA

—
By
A (&




" THE EXECUTIVE GRID. §

= SECTION 7.

) HOLD YOUR
FIRE!

HE'S NOT
AN INVASIVE
THREAT, HE'S

N JUST LOOKING &

MA'AM! THAT
THING JusT

CRUSHED A

SENVAR LIMO!

IT COULD BE b
A BIO-WEAPON!

| TOBIAH OBSERVES
THE RHYTHMIC
PULSING OF THE
TOAD'S THROAT-SAC.

MIZUKI.

-'ﬂu:“

CYBERACOUSTIC ENGINEER.

SPECIALIZES IN NON-LETHAL RESOLUTION.

HOLP YOUR
FIRE!

MIZUKI
KNOWS
£ WHAT SHE'S

IT'S FINE.
I BROUGHT

"l EXTRA SEASONING

TOBIAH.
SOUND AMALYST.
PATTERNS. FREQUENCIES. INTENT.

JUST IN CASE.

LET'S FIGLURE
OUT WHAT
HE'S LISTENING

PELL.

CULINARY NOMAD.
FLAVOR IS A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE.



EXECUTIVE GRID
CENTRAL PLAZA

SEE?

HE WAS JuUsT
DISORIENTED BY
THE NOISE AND
HLINGRY.

YOU DON'T
NEED WEAPONS
WHEN YOU'VE
GOT HOT







THROUGH THE
SLIBTERRANEAN ALLEY.

INSTANTLY, ALL
PRIMALS FREEZE.

"‘-Et
8 .,ﬂE r




PON'T
MAKE EYE
CONTACT.

MIZUKI

srear- v, Gl P e = =i Sl ] B / ' . RULE #7:

HUH?
IN A CROWDED ALLEY,
YOU'RE ALWAYS
SOMEONE'S TARGET, _
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THE SINGING METROPOLIS, | P Pt .
YEAR O OF THE RETURN. S L R AR B THEY SAY IT

. f o g \EEN, LA . | TOUCHED THE SKY...
NO MAPS. 0. A = A R N T TR
NO RECORDS. g g W LT e -
ONLY ECHOES. 2 4F e Rl . AND WAS

SILENCED.

BUILT BY
HANDS THAT o/ — _ - RN 7o
ARE GONE... f g N £ : SR b STILL
i : V" ; : R / ' HLIMS.
BENEATH

¢ ;ﬁfpgsuow- &) Y LSl B9 T EVERY RLIN Vo
-

WE'RE HERE
TO LISTEN.

“—

THE JUNGLE
REMEMBERS.




THE ACOUSTIC LOCK.

SEALED TEN THOUSAND YEARS.

ONLY HARMONIC
RESONANCE CAN
OPEN IT.

FREQUENCY
'MATCH: 9!

THE ONES WHO
GET TO WATCH
HISTORY GET
ABSOLUTELY
INSANE.

i

B 5 g

| TOBIAH
EIGHTEEN,
MEASURER,
MOVES WITHOUT |

| MAKING SO0UND.

®

i TEN. THOUSAND.
YEARS.

AND IT OPENS
TO A CROAK.

OOMMMMH,

e )
- l‘-__‘%

- i » vy | 3
2 . }._;../__/_.
¥ o - /.
THE CHIME-TOAD. )
» FRIMAL, HARMONIC AMPLIFIER. -
e LAZY. ESSENTIAL. | _
W = = =T~ —
A/ e "y
* ¥
\ e F
\ Pt SRR
\ " ' PELL
- MINETEEN,
o s o COOK. ENGINEER.
: O T PROFESSIONAL
2 i WORRIER.
}
|l'l .|'."f
- o] - |

KESSEN i

. RIDGE-MANTIS. |

- | six meTeRs oF |
CALCULATED
SILENCE. ‘

g

R
P BISCUIT
| WDOLLY PRIMAL.
| PAMIC-IHFLATES,
LOYAL. CONFUSED,

»

- /| KAELEN
«"| DISGRACED. HYPER-COMPETENT.
RUIN-DIVER. ACADEMIC EXILE.

| CURRENTLY BETTING EVERYTHING
ON A GIANT FROG.

E * [ e .P

w4 k
1. | THE RESONANCE-PICK.
54 FEATHER-REED.
Ls s+ | MANTIS SCYTHE-TIP.
v 07| BULT TO SING
t TO THE OLD WORLD.
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WELCOME TO THE
SINGING METROPOLIS,

|




THE THRESHOLD WHERE ANCIENT

OF THE SINGING [EERZ ) LA T SN NS AN
METROPOLIS. £ 48 . W e, A A o WILD ROOTS
& i & INTERTWINE.

AND HEAVY
L WITH THINGS
FREGUENCIES - THAT DON'T

oL 2 T"'f’:‘ WANT TO BE
ILIZATION. FOLND.

"
|

KAELEN '

DISGRACED ARCHIVIST

| RUIN-DIVER

| RESONANCE-PICK i
Forged from a Tuning |4

I Crane feather-reed

| and a Ridge-Mantis
scythe-tip.

|

; HUMS AT 11.3kHZ

CHIME-TOAD
BONDED PRIMAL

Its call unlocks the |
| harmonic seals of
ancient acoustic

i architecture, |
|
VIBRATES AT [
| PRECISE FREQUENCIES. |



THE FOREST FLOOR
OUTSIDE THE
SINGING METROPOLIS.

ACOUSTIC POOR
EST. 8,000 B.T.
(OPEN)

SOMEONE
BEAT US TO
THE PRIZE.

CLAIM-JUMPER. SCRAPPER.
DESTROYS HISTORY FOR
A BACKPACK OF COPPER.  [G

...THEN POP
THE CHAMBER
AND CLAIM
WHAT'S OURS.

LoOK AT M , =
THAT... B 1 ; ¢ [Nt = NO MATTER.

WE'LL TAKE
WHAT THEY
MISSED...

A FEW
TONS OF
ANCIENT BRONZE |
EIGHT THOUSAND AND COPPER...
BLOODY YEARS
OF ACOUSTIC
ENGINEERING...

...AND THESE
BEAUTIFLIL
BABIES WILL

...AND SOME
SOFT-HANDS
GOT THE DOOR
OPEN FIRST.

HEH. HISTORY
DOESN'T PAY
THE TABBIES.

SPARKY SAYS
EVERYTHING
SOUNDS BETTER
WHEN IT BLOWS
UP.

SING THEIR
_ LAST NOTES. ,

M -

P
LET'S FIND OUT Wi W}'

WHAT TREASURE i‘
THE PRETTY
LITTLE DOOR
WAS HIDING.




FURTHER BACK IN ’ é : i
THE MUSICAL STREETS & & 1 g ;
OF THE SINGING - ;
METROPOLIS. SR e

PUZZLES
ARE FOR
PEOPLE WITH
TIME TO
KILL.

-

.SHATTERED
IN ONE
IMPATIENT
BREATH.

ANCIENT
d acoustic
SECURITY GATE. I TEN THOUSAND
> YEARS OF
SILENCE...

PRIMALS THAT
GLIPE ON HEAT
AND SILENCE.

B DISTURBED
BY GREED.
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SECTOR SEVEN a - S
SUBTERRANEAN DEPTHS & !
-12.428 METERS = B3

IT'S AN ENTIRE
WORLD DOWN HERE...
AND TS HUMMING.

IT'S AN ENTIRE
WORLD DOWN HERE...
AND IT'S HUMMING,

|

FOUND MORE THAN

£ H = . — Ll i ;

a 4 | LOOKS LIKE WE 1" - 7

EF e ~ % A\ .-I 1 .\\.. A i . :
A VAULT.. . Q - Sl
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f : QMMMMw’IMM

i\ il THE ANCIENTS CALLED _
Ji L meTHE sMeING METROPOLIS™ | *
Pt A ITS HARMONICS KEPT THE  '° /™
e CAVERN STABLE. il

1

T

. WCULD
MEVER LET US
LEAVE GUIETLY.



A s P i

M THE SINGING METROPOLIS £ 22

> SUBTERRANEAN AVENUE: HARMONIC CONDUIT 7-5

ON YOUR
LEFT! NOW!

THE AVENLE 15
RECONFIGURING!
IT'S TRYING TO
SEAL US IN!

IT'S NOT JusT
BUILDINGS...
IT'S THINKING!

THE CITY... . = |n8 _m
IT'S THE : &5 pos, T E ; ( - 19 4 L g
5 ¥ ¢ FIGHT A SONG, >
OPPONENT! . _ \ 17 | Bl ~ ; .\ 6}/:
| _YOU HAVE
- ' TO MOVE
WITH IT.
_" 4 s -”
! . s . g . 2 £ l_gf_»:?}'_ 4
EVERY STEP RN TS &l ! T . p #15F )
IS A GAMBLE. (SRS 2 : 7 L ! i Yo 3 :
EVERY SOUND... [ERRRRDNS IREERRNIES” f ; gl : : B &4 95
AQUESTION. SR R : . T o { 2 S 5 a4 5 o
-!
A
AND THE CITY f’”
ALREADY KNOWS W

OUR ANSWER.



THE SINGING
METROPOLIS-- : i 3
where history sings, [ Nt Y STEP ASIDE,
and fools pry b ok Ay TALL, PARK,
the notes N ¢ BRI AND DELICATE.
i % | B PN W GOT PLACES
crowbars. J

TO STRIP AND
FORTUNES TO
MELT.

SOME NOTES
/ DON'T LIKE
YEAH, WELL, I ; {3 BEING RIPPED
WE BROUGHT EEEEAN' " _ 'y FROM THE
THE TOOLS. 8 ~E SN SCORE.
LET'S 5EE Ty 3 -
WHAT SINGS
LOUDER.

THEY BREAK.
OTHERS

{5 g Sl AR\ A R : BREAK YOU. J
&, ol B, L | ) AR [N i A

N A

BREAKIN' THINGS
IS WHAT PAYS
THE BILLS.

PRETTY POETRY
PON'T FEED
NOBODY.

KSSSSSHH:: 4

(" RESPONSE:
CALM.

ANALYSIS: : o) POSTURE: ; i Y B }'
DRIVEN BY : V= 3
IGNORANCE. [/, Y. . A PURPOSE:

PROTECT.
THREAT LEVEL:
RISING.

TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE. ONE HEARS GREED. THE OTHER HEARS HISTORY. [T BE CONTINUED..



THANKS,
BISCUIT.

Y

A COOK

l His PRIMAL,

AND A
FROBLEM.

SOMETIMES,
il THE SOLUTION
IS FLLUFFY.
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. AN ANCIENT

MODEL OF THE

THE SINGING

w
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HEART CHAMBER.
CENTRAL CONCORDANCE.

"VE PREPARED

PLANET-SCALE
INSTRUMENT.

ME FOR THIS.
THEY SING

IDON'T
THINK ANY MAP
COULD
THEY DON'T JUST
SING SOMNGS HERE.
REALITY INTO
RESONANCE.




RMONIC OBSERVATORY [
S8l CORE CHAMBER
| A macHive For [

HEARING THE
UNIVERSE.

DOES NOT SPEAK.
IT RESONATES.

A _
TO SOLVE [T, YOU PO NOT

THINK IN WORDS—
¥OU THINK IN TONE.

PRIMAL ¢ - = kA g _ - AN -
HARMONIC— A y _ : UPDRAFT
i \ _ i - A @ ONLINE. /o

Tt W

)
O |
k]

Y _,ﬁ’ Wl wzua & HosH
SN
‘?“' . f.f 2l (STRATO-LYNX)
B

[AcousTiC LENS
| ALIGNMENT = 2oizriee

~ g Y
= =
6’/ i

»

KAELEN of
(ARCHIVIST)

A 1
BEAUTIFUL!

RESONANCE YO/ 1) N : y
CASCADE—  Jig (WAGNAA A ANV WMV IT'6 PLAYING |

STABILIZED! JNS LA a9 S Wik us!



az N
THE RESTORED FREQUENCY. 5

il i ’
i Ak T N OBSERVATORY ALTAR.
ITS HARMONY., ' (| il

THE CHIME-TOAD VOCALIZES

ITS RIPPLE.

SECTOR SEVEN.

THE INDUSTRIAL HUM
SOFTENS.

A MELODY ECHOES
THROUGH THE SHAFTS.
MACHINERY BREATHES
| IN TIME.

EXECUTIVE GRID.

WEAPONS LOWER.
TENSION RELEASES.

4 THE SQUISHED LIMO
SPRINGS BACK UP.
EVEN HERE, THE TONE
BRINGS WARMTH.

——

| ONE FREQUENCY.
l onE ciT.
B FOR A MOMENT—

IN PERFECT HARMONIC ALIGNMENT
WITH THE ANCIENT ORGAN.

THE WAVE RISES.

THROUGH EARTH AND STEEL.

SUB-LEVEL BLACK MARKET.

LANTERNS GLOW.

SHOPKEEPERS SMILE.

WILD MAINTENANCE PRIMALS
PURRE ALONG THE POWER LINES.
THE UNDERCITY SINGS.



THE HARMONIC OBSERVATORY,
FULLY AWAKENED.

THE THOUSANDS OF

YEARS OF RUST SEEM

TO SHAKE OFF AS THE
TITANIC ASTRONOMICAL
RINGS BEGIN TO SPIN IN

A PERFECT, FRICTIONLESS [Si
GYROSCOPIC DANCE.

BEAMS OF INTENSE, PURE |
CYAN AND GOLDEN LIGHT ; i i . il ¢ -
ERUPT FROM THE FLOOR ; : e - - - PROJECTED IN THE CENTER
AND CEILING, FILLING THE ' AR oA - S OF THE SPINNING RINGS IS
HOLLOW MOUNTAIN WITH [ ) O e s X o WA & A MASSIVE, GLOWING, THREE-
BRILLIANT ILLUMINATION. \ ;e . ; ot LI . o DIMENSIONAL HOLOGRAPHIC
A0 T e i Fans i MAP OF THE CONTINENT,
SHOWING GEOGRAPHY,
COASTLINES, AND LEY-LINES
AS THEY EXISTED TEN
THOUSAND YEARS AGO.,

THIS PLAMET... ! . = ) p
IT HAS BEEN M o ' - SOMEONE ¥ 5 ANCTHER
CHARTED BEFORE. A, ¢ WAS HERE. e B CIVILIZATION...
- : s ANOTHER
UNDERSTANDING.

NOT THE FIRST
TO SEEK THE
NOT THE FIRST
TO DREAM OF
UNDERSTANDING
THIS WORLD.




THE HARMONIC TONE
THAT DREW U5 HERE
HAS FADED.

NOW... ONLY A




R GAIANS HEART
CITY PLAZA

BISCUIT FOLIND
A NEW JOB AS A
BOUNCE HOUSE.

o MIZUKI & ASTRA LYNX

STATIC MANE USERS.
MIZLKI HAS 72.3% MORE
FLOOF THAN AVERAGE.

o | i p A P , i ‘l : :_-F. .... [ =
e . — . i
@.T T2 e Wt
- ' - \ NOCDLES, .

‘ﬂdﬁ 7 A - s EXPLORERS?




GORO’S COOLING

— T L8y . ! :
-TOWER G&RDEN : "" \ R SEE, FRIEND.
ee bt S 3 TEA TASTES MUCH
LEVEL5 ‘¢ . A - BETTER WHEN THE
' f- . > - " REACTOR ISN'T
- - - ; i e EXPLODING.
- TI) ﬂ . B |~ . ‘ YES, MR. GORO.
- M YW : VERY DELICIOUS

YES, MR. S ;
GORO. VERY L P i 5 y ; : y HEH. YOU'LL
DELICIOUS W - | o gyl B R GET USED TO THE
TEA. 5 _ 2 o A : ot GOOP LIFE. JusT
b .~ T . DON'T GET SPOILED,

THE TOWER
\ POESN'T FORGIVE

"ﬁf v A \ > X ARROGANCE.
/ _. .
iR 4 L AR :
VPN A A - -

— 5 " A
HOT BLINS, Fﬂ‘—-— MIZLIKI MAKES TOBLAH SAYS '
FOREMAN! = THE BEST HERBAL

b i IT'S 98% LEAVES ONG D ' .. e €
FRESH FROM - . BLEND IN THE AND 2% MAGIC! :;ooi cﬁ&; =1 o«
PEL'S SATCHEL! TOWER. :
: GOOD COMPANY...
\ >
NOT A BAD
WAY TO LIVE. :
£ o oo Ly Q0
i i
o e d_ 1 8 d . i B
] e
s' @
GORO THE FOREMAN | BISCUIT / MIZUKI @ | TOBIAH

ES

PRIMAL HUMAN ‘ poG

. | RABBIT 1 {
| SUPPLIER OF |

| BUNS & WISDOM \-. SLEEPER TEA MASTER ] OPTIMIST
N SN
Ml L

AL | HumaN " | HumaN
KEEPER OF LEARNING PROFESSIONAL | ¢ % HERBALIST & K@ TINKERER &
THE BALANCE HUMILITY ' e
. N [ .
-t o J



| SECTOR EIGHT.
DECOMMISSIONED SECTORS.
POPULATION: WHO KNOWS.
STILL STANDING.

THANKS FOR
THE GLIPER SCRAP,
GORO. AND FOR
KEEPING THIS
SECTOR ALIVE.
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SECTOR EIGHT. [ :
[ at A
NOT FORGOTTEN. | 1 \l e ~
S T 1

THIS CITY HAS
A LOT OF QUIET

AS LONG AS WE
LOOK AFTER EACH
OTHER, EVEN THE

OLP RUINS CAN

BE HOME.
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