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MAINTENAMNCE SHED.

WEST SERVICE CORRIDOR. ; . !

23:47 - : ' b 3 " GREENLINE'S

; PURIFICATION
MATERIALS
FIRST.
THEN WE

WITHDRAW.

SIMPLE.

WE GO IN,
TAKE WHAT
WE NEED,
GET OUT.
THAT'S THE
OBJECTIVE.

WE'LL
KNOW WHEN
WE SEE WHAT'S
BETWEEN LIS




| UNDERWORKS
MAINTENANCE TUNNELS
BENEATH DEAD CITY BLOCK

0430 HOURS
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WE HAVE
ENOUGH TO
SUSTAIN.

WE DO NOT
HAVE ENOUGH
TO FAIL.
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CHECK
THE SEALS
TWICE.

N
THERE EATS
MISTAKES.

 CRUSH DAMAGE y

4y CERAMIC FILTER CARTRIDGES.

HEAT FRACTURE S

1% UV STERILIZATION BALLAST
WATER INGRESS / FAILURE

L= 3x PREFILTER HOUSINGS

b HIGH-PRESSURE

{ __ REVERSE 0SMOSIS

CRACKED (IMPACT)

SEALS COoMPROMISED
- PEBRIS CONTAMINATION

ToTAL LOSS: e

COPY.
I'LL
BUILD THE
LOADOLIT.




4 THE GREENLINE
% ROOFTOP SETTLEMENT
§ YEAR 14 OF THE

. WATER REMEMBRANCE

i B | WATER STORAGE TANK
FILTRATION SYSTEM 3
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<} MINERAL RESIDUE
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2 Ren ™

THE BEDS .- : ) 1B
CAN RECOVER. [t TS, 4 N THEN WE [ /AR DD HAVE
THE SYSTEM— % \ / Al WAL STUBBORN

I DON'T KNOW.
OR WE

BUILD WHAT
WE NEED.

You
ALWAYS
TAUGHT

ME HOW TO
WATER
THEM.

WATER REMEMBRANCE
WE REMEMBER
S0 WE DON'T REPEAT.
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IT'S WAY QUT PAST
THE USUAL CORRIDOR.
FAR BEYOND WHAT
WE EVER COVERED.

TOO FAR.
TOO MUCH FUEL.
NOT ENOUGH
RETURN.

SO IT BECAME ONE
OF THOSE PLACES.
A DOT ON A MAP.

THIS PLACE—

WASN'T PART
OF ANY NORMAL
RUN. BUT IT WAS
ALWAYS MARKED.

OLD MAPS. PRE-
COLLAPSE REGIONAL
ISSUES.

NORTHGATE COMPLEX
(OUTSIDE CORRIDOR)

: NORTHGATE S
MALL '

BUT SOMEONE
KEPT MARKING IT.

WHICH MEANS
SOMEONE THOUGHT
IT MIGHT MATTER

AND MAYBE THEY
WERE RIGHT.




: UNDERWDRKS Bl e i I S MOTORWAY
_ ~| MAINTENANCE , ) {3 LN % -
TWENTY- K i} TUNNELS ' ] S iyl SERVICES COMPLEX

FOUR POINT - : — e ] AN 6
SEVEN KLICKS. [l A pon ) | GREENLINE T s SHOTPING ML

IF WE TAKE [ Tl ROOFTOP
THE LATITUDE MO LAl ™ ._ SETTLEMENT
LINE. L HAs

IF WE STAY
{ ON THE SURFACE
ROUTE. UNDERWORKS |8
I5 SHORTER, BUT /8
CROWDED.

S MOTORWAY
COMPLEX IS OUR =4 7, 7 = -
BEST SHOT AT | % : i . WE'VE GOT
WATER AND - e REIE ENOLIGH FOR
! e =gl § THREE DAYS.

FILTERS, PAIN-
KILLERS, ANTISEPTIC.
¥ = NOT ENOUGH
I’ STILL M\ N B FOR A 5LOG THAT
A LONG RUN R ) !
FOR OLD LEGS
AND EMPTY
CANTEENS.

WE CAN'T
CARRY MORE
WITHOUT SLOWING : Q .
EVERYONE ' =B  LATITUDE s e 1 N
: ) LINE IS QUIETER, AL f \ G
BUT IT'S BEEN
OVERGROWN
FOR YEARS.

WE WON'T  \ - il R/ HEROICS.

KNOW WHAT'S \ Ji i JusT
WAITING. Vo e SURVIVAL.

AGREED.
WE TAKE WHAT
WE MEED. NOTHING
MORE.
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THE CONFLUENCE
NEUTRAL GROUND
SECTOR 7

GREENLINE T N L TR ) M/ UNDERWORKS

NEEDS THE 7, verel P 1 Jadl | 4 CAN PROVIDE

PURIFICATION F : ,H“‘E”’L' K P FIELD SUPPORT.
i BN CLEAN WATER,

HARDWARE.

MEDICALS.

] ] THE TRADE i VOLUNTEER.
THE PEOPLE \ U JUSTIFIES i ;
TO GET IT. b m THE RISK.
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: X7 B SHE LOOKS AT HIM.
: A RECOGNIZING THE
VIRA ” GESTURE WITHOUT
CONFLUENCE LIAISON | TURNING IT INTO
| 11
25 / 166CM | A\ ROMANCE DIALOGLE. |
3 el b W

Ny
we voe QR GREENLINE 8 i 'L COORDINATE
BEFORE THE I WILL PREPARE C
storvs. TG ; i scout Gl THE CONFLUENCE
\ SUPPLIES. SIDE
- THE UNDERWORKS :
ROUTES.

TWO ENCLAVES. i

‘| ONE EXPEDITION.
ONE PURPOSE.

GREENLINE SURVIVES,
BECAUSE THEY

ALL PUT PRIDE ASIDE
FOR WHAT MATTERS.




UNDERWORKS
STAGING AREA

e s YT

WE KNOW
WHERE IT I5.

WE KNOW
WHAT SHE
NEEDS.

FOR MIRA.
FOR WHAT'S LEFT.
FOR WHAT'S NEXT.

W Pl |
WE 2.




 UNDERWORKS | GREENLINE

ABOVE THE CITY
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Danger shead. (MM  Route is broken. AND DISCIPLINE.
Do not enter. Find another way. e
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Move with speed. o= K =
| f
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WE DON'T
LEAVE OFTEN.
I
BUT WHEN WE DO,

IT'S NEVER WITHOUT
A REASON.

DESSA HOLDS
THE LINE.

THAT'S THE ONLY
THING THAT MATTERS.

il b wELookouT [
! FOR EACH OTHER.

OUT THERE,

THE CITY DOESN'T
CARE WHY YOU
CAME OUT.

.( -r ‘
/4 2 =
i S ONLY THAT &
. S oo |
| 'l“

STAY SHARP.
STAY QUIET.

AND WE
FINISH WHAT
WE START.

T THAT'S
THE DEAL.
o
!
i II
| /
s - 4
m—
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TWO GREENLINE
SPECIALISTS
AND ADDITIONAL
CARRIERS LEAVE
THE GREENLINE
ROOFTOP
GREENHOUSE

MIRA'S — AN / e ¥y PRESENCE IS

PRESENCE _ A THEM 60... I = & Wt GROUNDED,
IS COMPOSED, : ’ ! W ) 7 — Y1\ DELIBERATE,

FIERCELY o . J - e, 81| AND MATERNAL.

MOVING WITH [

PURPOSEFUL /! _ I _
AGILITY AND vy 'S N S QUIET, NIMBLE,

DIRECT,
UNFLINCHING
EYE CONTACT.

| AnD waTCHFUL,
OFTEN STAYING
CLOSE TO MIRA.

i| FROM BEHIND
|| THE GREENHOUSE
FENCING,
MIRA AND FIP
WATCH THEM
DISAPPEAR
BEYOND THE
CITY'S RUSTED




WE STICK TO
THE LATITUDE LINE—
AT LEAST AT FIRST.

FAMILIAR RUINS.
FAMILIAR SILENCE.

OUR PATH
RUNS PARALLEL—

BUT NOT THE SAME. [

THE CITY THINS.
THE LINKNOWN
THICKENS.

NOTHING

HERE BUT
ECHOES.

ECHOES

ARE ALL WE §

{ SEE How [
| LONG THAT {

APARTMENT BLOCKS.
UTILITY WIRES.
DEAD SIGNALS.

OLD CONVENIENCE

SAME LINE.
DIFFERENT
DESTINATION.

Wl THE LINE

I DOESN'T
CARE WHO
FOLLOWS.




| PasT THE
3| PuRTHEST POINT
2| THE ENcLAVE ! DO vt - s _
Wi _ LS 51 D of gt B TiE CITY
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I DON'T ' S ‘) | & by FIRST TIME \
Z E FOR ALL Ag

I DON'T o | o= \ &
KNOW THIS ’ |

PART. - a3 ﬁ

SIGNAL.

NO MAPS,

JueT
INSTINCT.




THE CLOUDS
PON'T NEED

A REASON.

NOT A STORM.
JUST A REMINDER
THAT THE WORLD

AND SOMEWHERE
BEYOND THAT

HIGHWAY. ..
WE'LL PECIDE
IF WE'RE STILL

A
HLUMAN,
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HE LINPERPASS
IS BLOCKEP.

= "
l} TWO ROUTES

| REMAIN. |
i E!—-na.n ~

i y

|

F-r
[

2 L — ]
THE OTHER KEEPS
YOU ALIVE.

K
| LONGER
ROUTE.

BETTER

SIGHTLINES. §

SEE THEM
FIRST.

it
.Eﬂ

THE LONG ROAD
POESN'T PROMISE

IT PROMISES
OPTIONS.
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THE RUSTLE
IN THE SCRUB
WAS THE LAST

THE HOLLOW.
FAST 45 A

CAN MEAN THE
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN LIVING |7
TO SEE MORNING [
AND JOINING

=y

Ll
6T pown: (RENEINEE — LY
BEHIND THE o B & 3B B v L Y
&, : \ ' LET THEM
FLANK US!

THEY PON'T |
FEEL FEAR. |

THEY ARE
FEAR.

OUT HERE, LOVE IS THE MOST DANGEROUS WEAPON, J_TU BE CONTINLIED...



TRAPPED ON THE OPEN HIGHWAY.
NO ROUTE TO OUTRUN
THE SWARM.

THE HOLLOW.
CLOSE WITHIN
THIRTY YARDS.

CHAMBERS | =~ .~ ¢ g |} X N | sHOULDERS AR - CHECKS HIS
A ROUIND. K07~ iy 6 _ =" THE WEIGHT. L4 A 7| ANGLE.
FOCUS. o A - y \ el N THE SCARLET Ep L .| NERVES
BREATH. | 7 : s A om : KNOT. 7L +|  SHARP.
RESOLVE. R A " ) .4 | THE PROMISE. HEART

RAPIDLY FORM
AN INTERLOCKING
FIRING WEDGE.

DISCIPLINE,
SYNCHRONMIZATION.
SURVIVAL.

A Kingsgate 4 f
4 Riverside 4

o




THE CONCENTRATED
GUNFIRE SHATTERS
THE CENTER OF THE
INFECTED CHARGE,
COLLAPSING THE
FORWARD LINE
ONTQ THE CRACKED
ASPHALT.

JORY AND KAEL LAY DOWN
AGGRESSIVE SUPPRESSION
FIRE INTO THE FLANKS

TO PREVENT AN ENCIRCLEMENT.

WHILE MIRA SEIZES

THE TACTICAL WINDOW,

WAVING THE SQUAD

FORWARD THROUGH THE
SEVERED GAP IN THE SWARM...

..BEFORE THE

FLANKING THE HOLLOW | ¢

CAN CLOSE THE TRAP.

o HUMAN FIGURES WITH

GAUNT, UNNATURALLY
ELONGATED SILHOUETTES.

¢ | PALLID ASHEN-GRAY SKIN

| STRETCHED TIGHT, VOIDS
d WHERE LIFE USED TO BE.

=

;#ﬁ@;&b{

THEY MOVE WITH EERIE

STILLNESS—UNTIL THEY [F

DON'T,




CONTROLLED
BREATH. -~
CONTROLLED

: WASTE
MOVEMENT.

DON'T
WASTE
AMMO.




WE
PIPN'T 8TOP
TO COUNT THE

ADPRENALINE NS
MAKES COWARDS | -
| OF Us ALL.

BUT IT ALSC
KEEPS YOU
BREATHING.

m.

L

THE NEXT,
THEY'RE
EVERYTHING.

‘? 1

THE HOLLOW
DON'T CHASE i
Us LIKE DOGS.

" UNTIL THE ROAD

’ THEY HUNT
Us LIKE
MEMORIES.

- F

v

KEEP RUNNING.

T

RLUNS OUT.




BREAKS INTO
FULL SPRINT,

CLEARING
THE HIGHWAY
KILLZONE INTO
OPEN ROAD—

AS THE REMAINING

DPISPERSED HOLLOW

LOSE THEIR SCENT
IN THE RAIN.

PUDDLES ON CRACKED

ASPHALT.

...LET'S
INSIDE.




BE
THE FAMILIAR
ROUTES...

THE SIGNS
ARE STILL
TOO

SMALL

ONLY WHAT
WE REY

FC




THIS PLACE
WASN'T JUsT
ABANDONED.

THE SMELL
¢ THICKER

IT STAYS
THAT WAY.




ACROSS A BROAD
STRETCH OF RLINED
MULTI-LANE HIGHWAY,

1
B,

SILHOUETTE OF THE . .

SPRAWLING MOTORWAY (SRR T Plcale B S 2 T R o T
SERVICES COMPLEX SR = SRS R B T R e G
APPEARS FORTHE  ESESINE e e T = i 5o

FIRST TIME. i : I &

& =
THE ENORMOUS ﬂ'l‘l‘-"'--'!l_ el .
| -y i"._', :

e S e 0
e et SRR ASHFIELD -

THE SCALE 1S

FAR GREATER

THAN THE OLD
MAP SUGGESTED.

Teamsstor | B FAd = - R MALL

MOMENTARILY.




THE WORLD
PIED
SOME TIME

, El Ceﬂtr‘(a
Beach Cities
&

WERE :
SUPPOSED
TO PIE
T0O. =
| o
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) :
| f
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4 Ay L)
N A
€ &
1 4 -
3 |
1
AY
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| JusT | Y
LONG ENOUGH dmgy - b
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WHY. | 7
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SUNSET MALL COMPLEX |
DAY 47 OF THE COLLAPSE |
06:28 PM

THE POWER STILL
HOLDS HERE.
LIKE A WOUND THAT
REFUSES TO DIE.

OUT THERE,
IT'S ALL ROTTEN.
BUT HERE..

LET'S STAY
HERE.

-IT'S LIKE THE WORLD
DECIDED TO SPARE
THIS PLACE.

JusT Us.
IN THIS PERFECT,
DYING PLACE.

8 UNTIL THE POWER
FINALLY FADES...
AMD [T'S ONLY
DARKNESS LEFT.




'
: A

|1 AS DAYLIGHT FALLS, WE
" ESTABLISH A TEMPORARY
OBSERVATION POSITION IN
A STRIPPED HIGHWAY
MAINTENANCE BLILDING.

CLEAR LINE OF SIGHT
TOWARD THE COMFLEX,

n

]

KAEL.
MIRA.

28 YEARS OLD.
25 YEARS OLD.

182 CM.
166 CM.
COMBAT-SCAVENGER. | RECON SPECIALIST,
OBSERVANT, COMPOSED:,
CONTROLLED. RESOLUTE.
HYPER-VIGILANT. EMPATHETIC.

NORTH TEAM

| NORTH TEAM, e )
THIS IS KAEL. KAEL. i JLUTH TEAM,

THIS 15 MIRA.

POSITION
CONFIRMED.

SOUTH TEAM BOTH TEAMS
READS YOU, ARE IN PLACE.
MIRA.
MISSION
POSITION PROTOCOL
CONFIRMED. INITIATED.




THE MOTORWAY COMPLEX
NOW FILLS MUICH MORE OF THE
HORIZON. HUGE PARKING
STRUCTURES, THE ATTACHEDR
MALL ROOFLINE AND TALL
ROAPSIPE SIGENS EMERGE
THROUGH MIST AND RAIN.

MIRA LOOKS
TOWARD IT

WHILE THE JOINT
TEAM REMAINS
SMALL AGAINST
THE ARCHITECTURE.

25 YEARS OLD.
166 CM TALL.
ATHLETIC LITHE BUILD.
PALE IVORY SKIN WITH

| SUBTLE DARK LINDER-EYE
EXHALISTION AND FAINT
S00T SMUDGES.

A SOFTLY ANGULAR FACE
WITH HIGH CHEEKBONES,
AND EXFRESSIVE, PEEPLY
OBSERVANT DARK EYES.

HER PRESENCE IS
COMPOSED, FIERCELY
RESOLUTE, AND
EMPATHETIC.

LT

i e

THAT'S
WHAT WE'RE

- P ]
HER SIGNATURE LOCKED WARDROBE:
A PRACTICAL FAPEDR OLIVE-DRAB HOODER
CANVAS FIELD COAT (SLEEVES ROLLED
TO MID-FOREARM) OVER A CHARCOAL-
GRAY LONG-SLEEVE RIBBED CREWNECK,
DARK SLATE-GRAY REINFORCED CARGO
TROUSERS WITH UTILITY THIGH POCKETS,
BROKEN-IN PARK BROWN LEATHER

| LACE-UP HIKING BOOTS, DURABLE

CANVAS WRIST WRAFPS, AND A
COMPACT CANVAS UTILITY MESSENGER
PACK SLUNG ACROSS HER TORSO.

WE
MOVE SMART.
WE MOVE
+ \_TOGETHER. A~
g N
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NO
EXTRA
WEIGHT.
MOVE
QUIET.

- IF
SOMETHING
HAPPENS..

WE

DON'T TAKE

SOUVENIRS.,

WE BRING
THEM
HOME.




M6 MOTORWAY COMPLEX
FINAL APPROACH

[ .
-

1. (R \
"gf =% PURIFICATION
Ii 8 Cy
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Easiy |
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STABLE.
QUANTITY
SUFFICIENT.

SHIFT IN
TWENTY.

GEAR CHECK.
SILENT RUN.

FOR WHAT COMES AFTER—

. Taom v
. = 8 3
0 = -

e
= e

: (e

% r% vl
|l .
[F

DISTANCE
TO COMPLEX
.26 KM

.
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o 5 -
|\ RIVERSIDE ACCESS
OLD' MILL DISTRICT
SOUTH RELAY'CORRIDOR

S S

[t

-

A IS SUICIDE.

B KEEPS UWs
TOO VISIBLE.

L ¢ 1S SLOW...

_BUT KEEPS
us ALIVE.

WE TAKE C.




i

—=

4 ._—

GHOSTS

L

NO MOVEMENT.
-
WE MOVE
LIKE
THROUGH A
GRAVEYARD.

NO CONTACT.
NO LIGHTS

2
F

THE COMPLEX




