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VALE. . ool ‘Sl
FORMER CIRCUIT OUTPOST. } 2 Wiy p

NOW SANCTUARY. " [ A . 5 > E‘ﬁ 7,;;‘@' 2,
= -
e

| MEDICINAL.
NOURISHING.
ABUNDANT.

WORTH
CHANGING

& 5
FIRST REAL
BREATH WE'VE

2] WE'LL HELP :
S THEM DEFEND IT. g
WE'LL HELP
THEM GROW.
i TOGETHER.




I CAN'T
CALCULATE
IT.

..WE AREN'T
COUNTING HOW
G UNTIL WE DIE.
WE'RE COUNTING
RPLUS.
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you
WERE REALLY
ON THE TOP OF
THAT BUILDING.

I FOUND
SOMETHING
TOO.

YOU DON'T
KNOW WHAT
THEY DID.

BUTI
KNOW WHAT
THEY WERE
TRYING TO
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ON

CTURE
GROUND.

SHARED

COMM

NALLY FINDING
ON

LINDERWORKS

INFRASTRLI
AND ClRCUIT

-
F

STILL HAVE

| BELT-DRIVEN

| MOBILE-IMPROVISATI




.IT'S ALL
HERE.

THE WHOLE
CIRCUIT.

THE ROADS
ARE WORSE.

THAN THE MAPS

SHOW.

FINALLY...
UNITED.

.\l\l‘

.

LAST CONFIRMED

POSITION HERE

FREG
DEAD ZONE

AN OVERDUE
TRANSPORT—
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
BOUND FOR THE
WESTERN SKYLINE
CIRCUIT CAMP.

NANISHED.
NO CONTACT.
NO TRACE.




HIGHWAY, 7
KILOMETER 142
.o&soluou Rgaai's

Hl THREE DAYS OUT.
B NO CONTACT.
| NO EXPLANATION.

BODIES. . N s 1\ & WERE OPENED.
NO BLOOD. 4 F £ } ; GEAR TAKEN.
WHAT THE ' - f . )

HELL? 55 L B - e , v o WORSE.

NOTHING
GOOD
HAPPENS

MO ORPER.
JUST...

- 9

" DRAG
HOLLOW S MARKS.
WERE DEEP.
HERE. AVERAGE &
L HOLLOW. /

?E,;Lé lfm Ly . RN OVERLAID 2
- [ ] WITH HUMAN
TRACKS.
CHAOTIC.
PANICKED.

NOT THE
POLE
FAILING.
SOMETHING
CUT THIS
AFTER IT
FELL.

NOT TIME.
INTENT.
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ERRATIC
UNNATLIRAL.
FORGETS
THEM.

OUT THERE
POING THE
PULLIN

: As IF
| PHYSICS ITSELF

ENS

.

THEY PON'T

SHAMBLE

AND THEN
THEY MOVE.

THEY WAIT.

%L N e
e et e €N
o i
P S Sl

THE HOLLOW.




AT THE
OVERGROWN
HIGHWAY
JUNCTION,

A DRAGGING
CHORUS OF
FOOTSTEPS
HERALDS A
MOVING

THE HOLL

22 YEARS OLD.
174 CM TALL.

| SLIM ENERGETIC

I BUILD, LIGHT
TAN SKIN WITH
A LIGHT DUSTING
OF FRECKLES,
A NARROW

' YOUTHFUL FACE,

© AND BRIGHT,
CURIOUS

! AMBER-BROWN

y EMERGING
FROM THE
| DENSE ROADSIDE |

MILO!
COVER
THE REAR!

WE DON'T
HAVE TIME
TO FIGHT!

GET THE CRATES

AND MOVE!

' Riverside
Jowntown 4

12 MILE P |
. o — —

INFECTED

+ HUMAN FIGLIRES

WITH GALINT,

-} UNNATLRALLY
i ELONGATED

SILHOUETTES,

v PALLID ASHEN-
| GRAY SKIN

STRETCHED TIGHTLY
OVER VISIBLE
SKELETAL FRAMES,
SLACK OPEN

“1 JAWLINES,

HOLLOW
SHADOWED
EYE SOCKETS,

- AND RAGGED

SHREDDED
CONTEMPORARY
CLOTHING.
THEY EXHIBIT AN

- EERIE, UNMNATLIRAL

STILLNESS THAT
SNAPS INTO
SUDDEN ERRATIC
KINETIC SPEED,

- WITH FAINT

CRIMSON

| TRACES VISIBLE

BEMEATH
PALLID SKIM.

SCAVENGER PARTY
SCRAMBLE
FRANTICALLY

TO SALVAGE

THE EXPOSED
MEPICINE CRATES
BEFORE THE
DOZEN OR MORE
GALUNT INFECTED
FIGLURES CAN

STOP!

KEEP
MOVING!




THE CIRCUIT

BEHIND THE WRECKED TRANSPORT'S CAB,
LAYS DOWN CONTROLLEDP COVERING FIRE,
BRILLIANT
THE CRACI

AVENGERS HALL THE LAST HEAVY
INE ONTO A HANDCART.

A LENGTH OF [RON PIFE
HARD INTC A LUNGING
THE HOLLOW,

TEAMWORK




INSIDE THE
VIBRATING
TURBINE HALL.

T
DOESN'T
NEED
SAVING.

IT NEEDS
FINISHING.

STABILIZE THE
PRESSURE

THEN WE
SEAL IT.
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MAINLAND
WATER PLANT
TURBINE HALL

SLEEP ABOVE THE 1N f HAULED ‘EM
DRY FILTRATION e ) - - ouT oF
BASIH. { : s THE
TODAY THEY : 1 LINDERWORKS.

STRIPPED.
REBUILT.

PIESEL GENERATORS.
JURY-RIGGED. BOLTED.
WIRED WITH HATE AND
STUBBORM HOPE.

- y HIGH ABOVE,
SCAVENGED. Z ’ g { VOS5 WATCHES.
EARNED. frakio B c - - » ALWAYS
WATCHES.

IMPRESSIVE
WORK.

“ : ) ; 0 A GARGOYLE
SCAVENGER. J&8 [P L2 ;4 1t { .BUT SHE'LL N ; IN THE
i / f SING FOR T i dap MACHINE,

THE PIESELS
ROAR,

THE TURBINE
SHUDDERS.
CONCRETE DUST
RAINS

AFTER DE
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_.‘—,-\" g if f@ o 5 e e Wiaw, / /
2 M THe vesrT = = o~
TURNS '} S
AGAIN, / | - ) 34
DISCIPLINE. GENIUS. OBSERVATION.
CONTROL. | REBELLION. SURVIVAL.
A MAN WHO 5 A GHOST WHO A SHADOW THAT
BUILDS TEMPLES  f#7) MAKES DEAD CHOOSES WHEN
QUT OF RUIN. ) THINGS LIVE. = TO INTERVEME.




OUTSIPDE THE MAINLAND
WATER PLANT'S HEAVY
CONCRETE PERIMETER
WALLS, THE MECHANICAL
RUMBLE OF THE ACTIVE
TURBINE RAPIATES ACROSS
THE OFPEN OVERGROWN
GROUND...

...CAUSING DI
THE Ho:.LowWNF TED
1GU

AR m.e
THEY EXHIBIT AN EERIE,
UNNATURAL STILLNESS
THAT SNAPS INTO
SUDDEN ERRATIC
KINETIC SPEED.

RAFE.

26. UNDERWORKS
FIELD SCOUT.

178CM. LEAN. PREDATORY,

SWIFT. FOCUSED.

AT THE WATER PLANT'S
OUTER CHAIN-LINK ;
PERIMETER FENCE WELL =
CLEAR OF THE DELICATE
INTAKE SYSTEMS,
RAFE DROPS TWO
APPROACHING HOLLOWS
WITH DISCIPLINED,
SILENCED RIFLE FIRE.

THE PERIMETER
HOLDING FIRM WHILE
THE TURBINE'S STEADY
GRINDING HUM CONTINUES
UNDISTURBED INSIDE.

POSTED ON WATCH AT

THE PLANT GATEHOUSE
WITH A SMALL SCAVENGER
TEAM, RAFE, A 26-YEAR-OLD
UNDERWORKS FIELD SCOUT...

...TRACKS THEIR
SLOW APPROACH
THROUGH BINCCULARS,
CALM AND ALERT TO
THE NEW ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSEQUENCE OF

THEIR INFRASTRUCTURE.

HIS BODY LANGIAGE 1S
- PREDATORY, SWIFT, AND
INTRENSELY FOCLSED.

THE DANGER IS KEPT
COMPLETELY SEGREGATED
FROM THE MACHINERY.
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THE GREENHOUSE
STUDY.

ISLAND SETTLEMENT.

L
. ATS

DAY 947.
CIVIL-DEFENSE
WATER CHARTS
DON'T LIE.
. e 5 XCERPT
CROSS-REFERENCE | - : g ONAL CIVIL-DEFENSE VIALER LAARIS | MILITARY 106 BAOER
. |B \ SECTOR - 120672023 :
MILITARY LOGS - < EASWRN::::gggh—nF | n:‘l:FrE .5, AAMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
REGIONAL : R s e nSioN: _ NORFOLK DISTRCT
CIYLPECENSE ? ) \ Bl CLASSIFIED: FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 5 BRah L T
WATER CHARTS. - i T e

: WIR-19
OIS

. STRATEGIC WATER ASSET
5. ACTWE / MONITORED

FACILITY CODE T ST N e
MEER UTWTR-IB AL TN | asser pRioRITY NDEX |
T R T S T e A T T _.". .‘-. 1 e ' —_———
NORFOLK WATER TREATMENT PLANT Bl vy : LEVEL 1

STRATEGIC ASSET REPORT e s g . ==__| CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
B - CTNGENGr R i 3 = S S " % | SUSTAINMENT / POPULATION

WATER SECURITY

[ NOTES: - CONTINGENCY ANCHOR -

REDUNDANT SYSTEMS = | 3 : e TS L~ =L ia READY PRIZED
DEEP. WELL ACCESS B | S e THE
<~ INDEPENDENT GRID ¢ G : or : BE:_EEE:

- HIGH-VALUE ASSET

DECADES BEFORE
THE FALL...

-_ \ THEY KNEW.

IT WASN'T
{ BUILT FOR THE
| APOCALYPSE...

oy i !

AND THEY
MADE SURE
IT WOULD
SURVIVE
EVERYTHING.
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FROM THE
OLD SHOP
THAT BUILT IT.

WHOEVER'S
STILL ALIVE
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" WHO WELDED |

THE BADGER




NEWLY ARRIVED
CIRCUIT RESIDENTS

SREENLINE M

ALL UNITS.

THE HOLLOW ARE
ON THE MAINLAND.

CONVERGE ON
GREENLINE.

DEFEND THE
BRIDGE.
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BACK HER
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2000

ALL
SYSTEMS
GREEN.

BADGER o
IN REVERSE. B

l(_-

FLANK,
LOCKED. §

SUPPRESS
AND
CONTROL.
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THEY NEVER

MADE IT

THROUGH THE

~ T ¥
il

> g T2 0 s N {l T
THE HOLLOW = Ui i I h.:l [
DIDN'T EITHER. et iy _ A # "

Ay

WE DON'T
NEED TO MARK
THE WAY BACK

ANYMORE.

[ IER sm-... B ” 4
GREENHOUSE THRESHOLD H \

DIDN'T JUST

||l ;.u'l"--qhg “'“I‘ ! i RED LATITUDE
| BB B8 SURVIVE.

A PERMANENT
PIECE OF THE
CIRCUIT.

WOVEN INTO
GREENLINE'S
HOME.
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HENRA
ADMITS
PLAINLY.

DESSA 1S

ALREADY

THINKING
STRUCTURALLY.

THEN WE BUILD ROOM.
THAT'S WHAT THE MAINLAND
WATER RECONCILIATION PLANT
WAS ALWAYS GIVING US THE
CHANCE TO DO.
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THIS
WASN'T
DECAY.

BECALISE
NOBODY
WHO WENT
THERE CAME

SOMEONE
MADE THIS
AFTER THE
POLE CAME

DOWN.
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"WE JUST
GOT HERE,"
KAEL WHISPERS

‘THEN
COME BACK."
MIRA ANSWERS
WITH TENDER
LONGING.







FAR DOWN
THE CRACKED

A SINGLE
UNKNOWN
VEHICLE
MOVES ALONG
e THE MISTY ROAD,

Fa L

T

|
|'l l
LM

N

LEAVING
| THE FUTLIRE
UNWRITTEN.

TO BE CONTINUED...



