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DOORS WILL

CLOSE ON

THE LEFT. MY BODY IS

STILL.

MY EYES
ARE NOT.

17 2 PR
g‘ I..I" Ak 1 d“:: \
P : I\ /

MICRO-EXPRESSIONS. Bpmal - \\ P P Al &
BREATH RATES. \ )

LIES.

| = %
P —— T 7
- co Ay e ‘;
e COMNSTANT, L EXHAUSTING. I THE ONLY WAY 1
i TO SURVIVE. \
L - o . L o =l o \ T --. . : ‘u .
&7 -
4 > \
y \
| i
SOMETHING IS
4 ( ALREADY WRONG.
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HeTRAN | S ) ATHIN,

PULLS AWAY. COLD BLUE LINE.

ANOTHER DAY , — BARELY 3
BEGINS. = T THERE. :

1 SEE IT.

NO ONE
ELSE DOES.

i CHAPTER 1: THE LINE NO ONE SEES | TO BE CONTINUED. 01
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MNOTE: VISUAL OVERLAY. NOT REAL.
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VISITS WHEN
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THE ONLY PATTERN BREATHE IN, HOLD. FOCUS. ANCHOR. ENDURE.

| THAT HOLDS.
| THE ONLY THING

| THAT SLOWS
Il THE FLOOD.
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THE GRID.

THE FRAGMENTS.
THE TRUTHS.
ALL OF THEM
PRESSING IN.

ALL OF THEM
[ REAL.

NOME OF THEM
MINE TO BEAR.
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Your attendance

is flawless, Mori,
but your focus is
slipping. The Board

expects excellence.

We don't want you
to become a
distraction.
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THE WORLD THINI

HE

FERFORMED A SMALL
ACT OF KINDNESS,

HE DOES NOT KNOW
THAT HIS ENTIRE
FEAR WAS JUST READ
AND REMAINED
UNFLINCHED.




KAI MORI — 17

THE READER OF TRUTH

ONE STEP
AT A TIME.

FIRST
PERIOD
15 NOISY.

THIS IS
QUIETER.

HERE,
THERE'S
NO ONE TO
READ.

I CAN
BREATHE.

NO ONE l
HERE.

NQ TRUTHS

TO READ.

JUsT
TILE.
FLLIORESCENT
LIGHT, AND
TIME.

UNTIL
THE BELL.

CLEAR
MIND.,

CLEAN
WORK.

SOLVABLE.

NORMAL.



KAl MORI — 17 1
THE READER OF TRUTH

BATHROOM STALL 38 __nd > 2
2:17 PM Y

VISUAL DECOMPRESSION:

THE MOMENT OF SEIZURE
STRETCHED ACROSS MANY
PANELS.

EYES OPEN.
MIND GOME.

A PASSENGER : Toim
INSIDE HIS _ ATy “ '
OWN HAND. |

NO ONE KNOWS.
NO ONE WILL EVER
KNOW.

EXCEPT KAI.



The Reader of Truth.

I DON'T REMEMBER
WRITING ANY
OF THIS,

KAI MORI — 17 Ell
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TRUTH: HIDEO NAKA]

IFIED RECORD #1]
CLUB FUND ALLOCATION
— ALTERED
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SCHOLARSHIF DISTRIBUTH
— MANIPULATED .
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KAl MORI

THE READER OF TRUTH

APPETITE DIES
WHEN TRUTH




KAl MORI — 17
THE READER OF TRUTH

He writes.

The truth writes back.
He cannot refuse.

He can only record.

by

I LEFT
MY TRAY
BEHIND,

AT FIRST,

IT WAS

COoLD.
CONFIRMATION.

BECAME
SOMETHING
SHARPER.

TEEEESS IS |
IT USED
ME LIKE
A PRINTER. |

S,

NOT ANGER AT BEING
THAT THE TRUTH MADE TO
IS REAL. WRITE IT.
: AT MY OWN HAND
o . ANGERATTHE BEING USED
i MECHANISM. WITHOUT MY
- CONSENT.

AT THE SPECIFIC VIOLATION OF DISCOVERING THAT SOMETTHING
CAN REACH INSIDE ME AND USE MY BODY AS AN INSTRUMENT.

DOWN THERE,
LIFE CONTINLUES.

NAKA'S TABLE.
ORDINARY VOICES.
ORDPINARY DAYS. 3

THEY PON'T KNOW
WHAT'S WRITTEN.

THEY DON'T KNOW
WHAT'S COMING.

L HOLD

THE SHAFE
OF A COMING
CATASTROPHE.

AND 1 HATE
THE THING
THAT FORCED
ME TO WRITE
IT POWN.



4

THE LIBRARY,
MOSTLY EMPTY.
THE HUM OF OLD
MACHINES.

A LIBRARIAN
SHELVING BOOKS
IN THE FAR STACKS,
PAYING NO
ATTENTION.

KAI MORI. 17.
THE READER OF TRUTH.

HE INTENDS TO
DO THE RESPONSIBLE
THING:
PHOTOGRAPH NOTHING.
TRANSCRIBE NOTHING.
SIMPLY DELETE
THE KNOWLEDGE
FROM ACTIVE
CONSIDERATION.

DECIDE LATER,
CALMLY, WHAT—
IF ANYTHING—
SHOULD BE DONE
WITH IT.

HE OPENS
A BLANK
EMAIL WINDOW.

INTENDING
ONLY TO DRAFT
A PRIVATE NOTE

TO HIMSELF.

A PLACE TO

SET THE WEIGHT
DOWN SAFELY.

= -

Il' ilmI
!'.l I

-~ |

| |

HIS HANDS HOVER
OVER THE KEYBOARD.

RESTRAINT.
DISCIPLINE.

THE CALM BEFORE
THE SECOND
VIOLATION.

THE LIBRARY
IS GUIET.
GOLDEN WITH
LATE-AFTERNOON
LIGHT.

THE BLANK
EMAIL WINDPOW
IS THE SCENE'S
QUIET, FATEFUL

OBJECT.

TO BE CONTINUED.



VISUAL DECOMPRESSION
EFISODE 02: SECOND FUGUE
LIBRARY TERMINAL
14:37:12

HIS EYES LOSE FOCUS

EXACTLY AS THEY DID

IN THE BATHROOM.
PUPILS DILATE.

KAl MORI — 17
THE READER OF TRUTH

| THE KEY¥S.

-~

HIS HANDS BEGIN TO MOVE
AT A SPEED NO ORDINARY
TYPIMG REACHES.

FINGERS BLUR ACROSS

| THE CURSOR FLIES THROUGH

I

THE EMAIL WINDOW FILLS
RAPIDLY WITH TEXT AND

ATTACHED SCANNED IMAGES
OF THE NOTEBOOK'S PAGES.

ADDRESS FIELDS —
SCHOOL.BOARD,
PTA.COMMITTEE,

AND FINALLY A LOCAL
NEWS OQUTLET'S
TIP-LINE ADDRESS.

+3 more

KAI'S SLACK FACE, 2=
MOUTH OPEN. -
UTTERLY ABSENT | 3
FROM HIS OWN

ACTIONS. =

HIS BODY COMPLETES |
A TASK HIS MIND
NEVER AUTHORISED. |

THE LIBRARIAN

IN THE BACKGROUND,
OBLIVIOUS, STILL
SHELVING BOOKS,

THE CORDINARY
STILLNESS OF
THE LIBRARY
COMPLETELY

UNDISTURBED BY
THE VIOLEMCE
HAPPEMING SILENTLY
AT THE TERMINAL.,




THE LIBRARY TERMINAL.
CONTINUQUS,

KAl MORI — 17

THE READER OF TRUTH

@ MESSAGE SENT.

0oL BOARD
TIVE COMMITTEE

KOSE! HIGH SCH

; ECU 4
KOSE! PTA EXECUTIE TIONS)
I am a \ THE HERALD pPOST UNVEST'IG.M
passenger '
in my own e i It cannot
: il be und
body. \ ¢ undone.
The truth =)
wants out. v It will use
me to get there.
diised
Sant
wingl
Drafts E:} LOG OUT ¢/
\rehive
Are you sure?
T
LOG OV

CANCEL @}
R——l

With or
without my
consent.




KAI MORI'S BEDROOM.
11:47 PM.




KAI MORI

CHAPTER 01: THE VISITOR,

THE FIRE
STOPPED.

NOT DIMMER.
NOT SMOTHERED.

FROZEN.,

!; N S i

AND THE ROOM—
IT 50T COLD.

| wrons-cote.

AGE: UNENOWN
MATURE: UNCATEGORIZED




KAI MORI

EPISODE 1: STATIC

It doesn’t
burn because
it's not paper.

.« It's you.

TO BE CONTINUETD
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