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THE COLLECTOR S CABINET

SEASON 2 - CLIMAX

~~OF BOTH~"~
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L]
a THE CELLAR

b CONTINLIOUS FROM

-

EPISODE 23'S CLOSE.
v
RN,

THE SINGLE WORK-LAMP ;7
GUTTERING BUT S
NOT YET EXTINGUISHED.

L

VELETH'S COLD
PRESSING IN FROM
EVERY DIRECTION.

THE SIX OF THEM
(FIVE BOPIES,
 ONE SMALL PHONE-SCREEN)
IN TOTAL STILLNESS
AT THE CENTER OF
THE COLD.

REIKA TENDPO. 18.

THE READER OF
FPRESENT TRUTH. i

THE ONE WHO 1
FINALLY BREAKS /
THE SILENCE.

HER VOICE STEADY
DESPITE THE COLD
VISIBLY REOPENING
HER KNUCKLES.

-
YET—THE SFPECIFIC, HARD-WON STILLNESS ‘ \
NOBODY SCATTERING. NOBODY SPEAKING. THE SEASON HAS BEEN BEILDING TOWARD R ) THE WORDS—SIMPLE.
SINCE THE RIVERSARK (EP. 18) AND THE THE WEIGHT—ABSOLUTE.
BROAPCASTING HALL (EP. 22). - \
TESTED AT IT'S ; THE SIX-PERSON CRUCIBLE ’
HIGHEST POSSIBLE . HOLDING ITS GROLIND RATHER THE LONELINESS-THESIS
STAKES, ", THAN SCATTERING. = e MADE FLESH.

\".




I'vE
NEVER SaID
THIS OUT LOUD.

KA1 MORI, 17

THE READER OF TRUTH

THE CELLAR
CONTINUOUS

WHEN 1
SURFACED NAKA'S
BURIED TRUTH BACK IN
SEASON ONE...

+.AND WATCHED
THE FALLOUT RIPPLE
THROUGH THE SCHOCL...

SOME SMALL, UGLY PART
OF ME FELT SOMETHING

CLOSE TO SATISFACTION,

NOT AT THE MERCY
UMDERNEATH, NOT
AT JUSTICE.

BUT AT THE RAW FACT N
OF MY OWH POWER TO

MAKE A HIDDEN THING
VISIBLE WHETHER THE
WORLD WANTED IT
OR NOT,

I'VE SPENT TWO SEASONS
TELLING MYSELF THAT
IMPULSE WAS RIGHTEOUSNESS
RATHER THAN WHAT IT

ACTUALLY WAS,

WHICH WAS
HUNGER. /

REIKA TENDO.
NOT SHOCKED.
THE RECOGNITION OF SOMEONE

WHO HAS ALWAYS HALF-SUSPECTED
THIS AND LOVES HIM REGARDLESS.

(CLICK...)




THE CELLAR i SO0RA MINABE, 16, THE READER OF THE FUTURE
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But really... i

about pro

I couldn't hurt any

When Reika needed me
. at the |
eason One.




CONTACT.

FOR ONCE,
HER FACE
ENTIRELY
WITHOUT ITS
ESTAHLISHED
BRISK
COMPOSURE

2

HER VOICE.

THE THING

SHE HAS

CIRCLED TWICE

Y THIS ARC
BUT MEVER FULLY
COMPLETED.

FOR TWO YEARS,
I TOLD MYSELF I WAS
LOOKING FOR THE TRUTH.

BUT THAT'S NO"
THE WHOLE ST

CHOSE TO BELIEVE HE
PROTSCTED THIS E'I'b\!'-'Ef-‘.

BECAUSE THE ALTERNATIVE—
THAT & MAN CAPABLE OF
CRUELTY COULD ALS:

1 MEEDED TO RESOLVE INTO
A HERO RATHER THAN SIT
WITH AS WHAT IT
ACTUALLY WAS.

3

SHE ADDS.

QUIETER.

THE PART SHE
NEVER SHARED.
THE DIGGING
COMPLETED ONLY
WEEKS AGO,
LUINTIL NOW.

PAYOFF.

HER MARKED
DRAWER,

THE ONE THAT
REFUSED TO MOVE
IN EFISODE 23.

FINALLY—
IT SLIDES OPEN.

SLOW.
COMPLETE.

TRUE

HE DIDNT OMLY
PROTECT THIS DPRAWER.

MY RESEARCH—FINISHED
JUST WEEKS AGO—

I FOUND HE PERSOMALLY

FLAGGED AT LEAST TWO

PISSIPENTS” FILETS FOR

CLOSER SURVEILLANCE.

KNOWING WHAT THAT
WOULD MEAN FOR THEM.

IM THE SAME YEARS
HE WAS HIDING THIS.
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9 - IT'S NOT
8 { CONFESSION.

IT'S
CONSISTENCY.,

I'VE SPENT
MY WHOLE LIFE
HEARING EXACTLY
WHAT MY FAMILY
DIiD.

THERE'S NOTHING
LEFT TO STRIP

\- -
JANNRNEy | —
B L
50 I WON'T e ] g / .
PRETEND THIS 4 I / T'M HERE
15 ABOUT 74 L g | BECALISE
FORGIVENESS. IT'S TRLE.
SOME THINGS
T NEED
TO BE EXCUSED.
: THEY JUST NEED
‘\ TO BE CARRIED
\ CCURATELY.
HE DOESN'T
ASK TO BE e /
UMDERSTOOD. THAT...
{ IS ITS OWN
i’ KIND OF

CONFESSION.

HE CHOQSES TO
BE ACCUREATE.




H

look a

He an't

interrupt.

flinch.

Drawer 23-07. A
The same one.

The same place.

Y

The same P
silence. & 4

Everything |
returns to |
the truth }
now, |

fd

| 4
RE BF

18-year-ald
The Reader of the Past

Her name.

Her past.

Her inheritance.
Her burden.

\
She came i
here to
understand.

She stayed
here to
confess.

Finally.

Y

1o be

Five souls.
One truth.

Mo more
secrets.

The
confession
this entire
arc has been
building
toward.

continued.



THERE ARE NIGHTS...
LYING AWAKE IN MY OWN
COMPOSED, GOLD-AND-WHITE
BEPROOM... WHEN I FEEL
SOMETHING CLOSER TO
REVULSION THAN GRIEF.

NOT SORROW AT THE
HARM DONE, BUT A COLD,
SPECIFIC DISGUST... AT BEING
DESCENDED FROM SOMEONE
CAPABLE OF IT AT ALL.

AS THOUGH THE WRONGNESS

WERE A PHYSICAL INHERITANCE

I COULD FEEL MOVING IN My
OWN HANDS.

AND THE HARDEST PART
I5... THIS REVULSION I5,
ITSELF, A KIND OF CRUELTY.

BECAUSE IT MAKES MY
BLOODLINE'S VICTIM INTO AN
ABSTRACTION... AND MY OWN
PISCOMFORT INTO THE FOINT.

I HAVE KMNOWN THIS.
AND DONE IT ANYWAY.

FOR YEARS. BECAUSE
SELF-DISGLIST WAS EASIER
T3 SIT WITH THAN THE HARDER
WORK OF SIMPLY, PLAINLY...

...BEING OF LISE TO THE
PEOFLE My FAMILY
HARMED.

BrEOOD THAT REMAINS

20... IF THIS CABINET
WILL FINALLY LET ME TOUCH
WHAT [5 OURS TO BEAR...

THEM LET IT. OPEN.
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INOUE HANA
17
Tokyo

Deep Evening
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=
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ae you made in the node chamber
in Epi » tell me
only what was bounded and true
rather than burying it entirely.

loud
y do the

That I do.

Not the debt cancelled.

The debt named.
By the one it was owed to.



THIS
CABINET...

WAS NEVER MEANT
TO BE OPENED
IN THIS WAY.

NOT OMCE.
NOT EVER.




THE CELLAR.

LIGHT JOINED.
TRUTH WHOLE.

FIVE WHO ‘
CHOSE INTIMACY
OVER ISOLATION.

ONE WHO WAS 4yl
WOVE THE =

CHOOSING. III,‘-

SIX WITNESSES. ~
OME TRUTH.
TWO MNATIONS.
FINALLY SEEN.

VRscauhmnonmg %
vor i vim RNHS

Foulegnitouuing
%

e

| DIDN'T
GET TO
CHOOSE.

THANK YOU
FOR CHOOSING

" E— w—"
" WHAT W,

HER GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER'S
SIGNATURE,

AND THE MAN o
WHO RECEIVED IT. |
NAMED.
IDENTIFIED.
REAL.

.

-
IAS. 2’
REIKA'S PERCEPTION, s g

| KAI'S PERCEPTION. L ; - 7 s
g’ { ﬂ*——" Wy FamLy

ASTRID . 1 ol 1,

FAMILY X vl 5 .

PRESENT-DAY CONSEQUENCE THREADS
STILL RUNNING,

WHAT IS.

B L aaSil

g o o B P
4 - A ]
- A\ i - 4
v ¥ R Political __ = 47
L. - If- 7 ' Influsnce
w i W5 8. @ »*
Economic f
THE LIVING Control ,‘,
CONSEQUENCES. - Ny
THE DECEPTIONS 3 ’/ T
THAT CONTINUE. i o
THE FAMILIES Information Generational
STILL BOUND. Suppression s #—-- Deception *

MNOT AN EVENT.
BUT A TRUTH
THAT WILL
SETTLE.

| NOTHING CAN
UNMAKE WHAT
15 NOW SEEN.

THE WOUND
WILL REMAIN
VISIBLE.

THE TRUTH
| WILL REMAIN
¥ WHOLE.

-w'

i B
E"Q,

KAl MORI.
COLD ANALYSIS
BECOMES FEAR. -

THE MACHINERY

A
o N
THAN HE KNEW, : . i ]

15 LARGER
|

THE DECEPTION )
DEEPER THAN
HE IMAGINED. '

REIKA TENDO. I
PERFECTION
FRACTURES.
THE PAST.
FLOODS IN.
INHERITED
TRUTH.
INHERITED
PAIM.
INHERITED
CHOICE.

THE SIGNATURE
| SuRFACES.
AT LAST.

AT THIS SCALE,

THE WOUND
BETWEEN TWO
MNATIONS.

SEEN WHOLE.

AT THIS CLARITY, |

SORA MINASE,

GENTLE EMPATHY |
BECOMES ANCHOR, |

HE SEES WHAT
WILL BE.

AND CHOOSES
TO STAY.

| TO WITNESS,
TO HOLD SPACE
FOR TRUTH.

7 7k

| TWO NATIONS.
| FIVE IN THIS RODM,
|

| OME ACROSS THE
SCREEM,

SIX SOULS,

OME CHOICE,

INTIMACY OVER
ISOLATION,

TRUTH OVER
COMFORT,

THIS IS HOW
'WE HEAL.

BIBLE CANON'S
COMBINATION-ROLE |
MAMNIFEST.

1+1=1
CHOICE + CHOICE
= TRUTH

—_—

NOT THE MACHINERY.
NOT THE SYSTEMS,
NOT THE LIES.

TRUTH,

FIMALLY.

1 HELD.

BY THOSE WHO

{ REFUSED ISOLATION.




EPISODE 24:

THE COLD THAT
CAN NO LONGER LIE
ITS SHAPE

THE COLD THAT HAS
PRESSLD ACAINST THIS
CHAMBER SINCE THE
FIMAL PANEL OF
EPISO0E 23..,

BEGINS, FOR THE
FIRST TIME, TO
RECEDE.

MNOT IN PEFEAT.
NOT IN DESTRUCTION.

BUT IN RECOGNITION,
OF A TRUTH IT CAN
NO LONGER DENY.

THE ABSENCE WITHDRAWS.

THE WRONG-ANGLED

| SHADOWS STRAIGHTEM.

| | THE GUTTERING LAMP
= STEADIES.

THE TEMPERATURE CLIMBS.
DEGREE BY DEGHEE.

i | BACK TOWARD THE CHAMBER'S
MATURAL COLD—BUT-SURVIVABLE CHILL.

THE LIGHT STEADIES.

THE PRESSURE LIFTS.

= THE AIR REMEMBERS
WHAT IT IS,

2 g e T = —— =
- VAEL WATCHES.
vk TR i L 1 IN FOUR FORMS.
. \\\ Mo AS EACH PERCEIVER MUST.
TO REIKA: o -

THE ExIKA QUEEN ‘-.,_

THE MEMORY OF WHAT
WAS CAST OUT.

A
"' r‘;;‘ M".: "-N .

TenleAl: T £

THE LOGIC UNMADE |+ - TO SORA:

THE HUNGER THAT WAITS
- .. J'l-\ 5 !

V=

NOT DEFEATED. [=
ONLY DEMIED GROUND. g
Y A TRUTH SET TOO WHOLE.
THE END THAT
TOO WIDELY WITNESSED. -~ caii o bot

THE EQUATION THAT
CANNOT SOLVE THIS TRUTH.

THE ARCHITECT WITHOUT ARCHITECTURE, |
L THRRNE, T

¥

DESIGH. -

' SHE FEELS THE
I oLp oroer

RECOIL.

HER POWER
DOES NOT
CELEBRATE.

IT ENDURES.

KAl MORI, 17

SORA MINABE, 16

HE READS
THE RETREAT

HE FEELS THE
CORRECTLY.

FUTURES
A

’ A
[\ VELETH'S NATURE

HAS NOT
j CHENGED, NOT ALL
A L OMLY ITS ACCESS WOUNDS

HAS BEEN CLOSE.
:, REVOKED, —
4 Logic,
CESEIVATION.
CLARITY. -
HE WILL
THAT IS ALL.
WALK. THEM
THAT |5 ANYWAY.
EMOUGH.

ASTRID BRANDT
[AGE UNKNOWM)

SHE SEES [
THE DESIGM
HOLD,

z. £
How
AMUSING,

Haw

INEVITABLE.
How i \

BEAUTIFUL. :

THE MOMENT HOLDS:
NOT TRIUMPH,
BUT THE TERRIBLE CLARITY OF A TRUTH
TOO WIDE TO ERASE.




...YOU'VE ALL BEEN
THROUGH QUITE
A LOT.

WOULD ANY OF
YOU LIKE SOME
TEA?

WE'D ALL LIKE
TEA.




SOME TIME LATER.
THE FRONT ROOM.

TOKYO. //

217 aM. | )

/
INOUE HANA'S |
BEDROOM.

HIS COLD MASK
OF ANALYTICAL
OBSERVATION At
FIXED ON HER

TIRED FEATURES.

TENSION

VISIBLE ONLY

IN THE OBSESIVE
CALCULATION
BEHIND THOSE
PIERCING BLUE
EYES.

I"'LL TELL
EVERYONE
WHAT
HAPPENED

WHEN
YOU'RE
HOME.

W

we

SHE
SIGNS
OFF.

THE SCREEN
GOES DARK.

A QUIET
TECHNOLOGICAL
PUNCTUATION.

IT'S
BETTER
TO EXPLAIN
PROPERLY.

NOT OVER
A BAD
CONNECTION
AT TWO IN
THE MORNING
MY TIME.

UPSTAIRS.
THE CRDINARY
ELECTRIC LIGHT.

A DELIBERATE
- CONTRAST TO
I THE CELLAR
BELOW.

THE WARM FRONT
- ’ ROOM WITH ITS
. 5 ELECTRIC LIGHT

AND TEA CUPS
FRAMES THE

d MOMENT OF
fog DISCONNECTION,

-f /’ THE DELIBERATE
TONAL RELIEF AFTER
; THE CELLAR'S
F INTENSITY NOW
/‘ | DeePenING INTO
ISOLATION.

THE DARKNESS
OF THE PHONE
SCREEN MIRRORS
KAI'S INTERNAL
COLDNESS.

THE CONFESSION
. SEQUENCE
CLOSING NOT
WITH WARMTH
BUT WITH THE
HOLLOW
PUNCTUATION OF
TECHNOLOGY
SEVERING
CONNECTION.




KRELZBERG, BERLIN
WINTER AN CHAPTER 47: AFTER THE MECHANISM

WIES MEXT
WRITTEN.




KREUZBERG.
BERLIN.
DAWN.

FOR KAl
A Sl
GRIN THAT
SEES
THROUGH
EVERY

)| PATTERN.

FOR REIKA, S 1 Pl FOR ASTRID, 4 FOR FELIX,
AN AHCIENT L S AN Ly AR IN WAYS
SORROW 2y L WARMTH | AL 7 4 i SIGHT
THAT HAS (SN ary THAT T AR Ly i o i \ WILL NEVER
FINALLY |\ J NEVER H L RECOGNIZES ¢ i SUBMIT TO
BEEN ' STOPS \ S 2l BEAUTY IN \ W LANGUAGE.
WITNESSED. W : WATCHING. { 7 [

VAEL

IN FOUR FORMS.
INFINITELY
PRESENT.
FINALLY.
WHOLE.

The war was older and wider than one school, one city, or one country.
It had only just noticed how many of them there could be.

The dawn breaks not as redemption but as the world’s vast indifference EPISODE 24.
made suddenly, impossibly, safe to walk through. SEASON TWO.



