But now, it has no choice =
K-
but to be :

PlIS'l'OH\l' \'.'I-[lSI’L:.RS. AND THE FUTURE ANSWERS —

KAI MORI X REIKA TENDO X SORA MINABE



THE NODE CHAMBER.

CEDAR-WARM,

BRASS -WATCHFLL..

! MORIL
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FIRST THROUGH

THE THRESHOLD.

POSTURE: PERFECT.
HANDS: IN POCKETS.

MIND: ALREA]
THREE MOVES AHEAD.

THEM THE SCENT
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AR,
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LUNEXPECTED.

LINFILTERED.
UNCONTROLLED.

KNOW HE STORED.
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THE ARCHITECT.,
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INTERS
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The node chamber. ¥
The door settles
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THIS I5 THE MOMEMNT DORMANCY ENDS.
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EPISODE 4. ) THEY DO NOT
4
e pusT ouTLiveD (IREIEEY 4 G N 5 i S
ABSENCE. j £ : I : THEY WITNESS.
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THEY TRUST.
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EVERY TRIAL,
EVERY LESSON.

EVERY SCAR. - ' - ], 4 - 3
) { : 4 "! FIRST CONTACT,

LED TO
FULL CONTACT.
NO FLINCH.,

THIS MOMENT.

|
l HER CHOICE.

IN THIS SPACE sl g (e THE PAST,
BUILT TO RECEIVE... iy . _ . 8 N :
THE POWER.

SHE CHOOSES kiR L o4 Za | e I R g AL | .
70 CONNECT. 8 & ol 1 o el C : HER BURDEN.
HER MASTERY.

| -
NOT A VICTIM. ‘ 1 ] l A KEEFER.

NOT A WEAPON, |, : - ; 7 ] ; A MASTER.




REIKA TENDO.

THE PAST'S
THREAD.

THREE POINTS.
THREE TRUTHS.

OME
CIRCUIT.

SUBJECTIVE POV:

THE FIELD
IN FULL,

PAST.
PRESENT.
CONSEQUENCE.

UHITED.

NO LONGER
DESPOMDEHT.

OHLY
DETERMINATION.

SORA MINABE.

THE

COMSEQUEMCES'

PULL.

STANDING
WHERE ALL
OUTCOMES
CONVERGE.

KAl MORI.

THE PRESENT'S
GRID.

EVERY LIME. H
EVERY VECTOR.

ACCOUNTED
FOR.

THE PATTERH
COMPLETE.

THE CHAMBER
FULFALLED.

THIS IS
WHAT WE
BUILT TOWARD.

THIS IS5
WHAT WE
WERE MEANT
TO COMPLETE.




THEY BUILT THIS PLACE
50 SIGHT COULD BECOME SHARED—
NOT AS BURDEN, BUT AS BOND.

HE TRAINED NOT FOR GLORY.
BUT 30 OTHERS COULD SEE
WITHOUT BEING BROKEN.

EVERY MEASURE.
EVERY MATERIAL, 3
EVERY CHOICE WAS MADE

WITH LOVE.

THEY DI NOT SEE THE TRUTH.
S0 THEY TRIED TO DELETE IT,

THIS 15

THE DESTRUCTION

THE HISTORY THEY ALL SHARE. THIS IS WHY THEY WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER.

THREE LINES.

ONE

PURPOSE.




SUBJECTIVE POV.

INSIDE THE SHARED PERCEPTION—

KAI'S PRESENT-TRUTH DIMENSION.

' THE SCHOOL WAS BUILT
ABOVE THIS CHAMBER
BY DESIGN.

NOT HISTORY.
NOT MEMORY.
BUT WHAT IS.

T
| EVERY APPOINTMENT.

© GEMERATIONS OF

. ADMIMISTRATORS—
UNKNOWINGLY,
AND SOMETIMES
KMNOWINGLY— |
MAINTAIMING AN
INSTITUTION WHOSE
ENTIRE STRUCTURAL
LOGIC DEPENDS ON
THIS TRUTH STAYING
BURIED.

= 4 i ) e -
THE COLD-BLUE GRID EXTENDS UPWARD—
TRACING EVERY LOAD-BEARING COMMECTION
~ BETWEEN THE BURIED NODE AND EVERY LAYER
OF ACCOMMODATION, SILENCE, AND
SOFT INSTITUTIONAL DISHOMNESTY
WE'VE LIVED THIS SEASON.

THE COMMITTFEES. THE POLICIES. K
THE CAREFULLY-WORDED EMAILS.

EVERY DIAGNOSIS.
EVERY MEDICATION.

EVERY REPORT.

EVERY "IN'I:ERVENTIDN." +
EVERY RISK ASSESSMENT.

EVERY "SUPPORT PLAN.”

ALL OF IT—

NOT RANDOM.
NOT INCOMPETEMCE.

BUT MAINTENANCE.

THE SAME STRUCTURE.
THE SAME LIE.

THE SAME CHAMBER.

KEPT QUIET.

WE WERE THE

VARIABLE THEY
COULDN'T \

CONTROL.

- WE WERE NEVER
P THE PROBLEM. |



MY CONSEQUEMCE.
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THAT TAUGHT, i § THAT CONNECTS -
HER WHAT EVERYTHING...
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COMPLETE. =

SOLVED.







..THE NODE I
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ITSELF.

THEM.

AND SOMETHING 2 . ot
ANCIENT, CLOSEST = L

TO PRIDE. W

il

FINALLY.

THE TRIAD IS [
FULLY SEEN.

AND FINALLY,
SO ARE THEY.




THE NODE
CHAMBER,
CONTINUOUS
THE COLD THAT -
HAS PLURSUED . : - s : " : TO THE SET
ALL THREE T [ : - TRUTH'S
OF THEM = & ; PERMANENCE.
SINCE EPISODE 6... i A ’ ’ ] A

IT JUsT
LOST THIS
ROOM.

HIS VOICE :
CARRIES THE ; 4 REIKAETEM??' T\ A
coLD - : NODS SLOWLY, - -
DETACHMENT i A 1 HER EXPRESSION {8 SORA WELL
OF A NLND | b f I SERIOUS AND | NODS v
CONSTANTLY 3 = e, WO PCUN 7 , h NONE OF THEM
FLOCDED BY : . 7 [k EXPECTING OR
OBSERVATION, V)
THE TENSION e d HOLGING FAST . : WANTING A
IN HiS RIGID § = EVEN A4S THE \
POSTURE THE = . COVERWHELMING
OMNLY TELL OF . : % BURDEN LIFTS
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| ; o ..THE THREE
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The Node
Chamber.

The crystalline
shimmer settied
now to something
and more
permanent.

The brass
instrumen
needles r ]
at new. stable
readings.

Reika Tent

briefiy, permitted
to simply

To just be.

Sora Minabe,

Wide amber-

posture,

Th rry fin
smoothed a

No urgency.

Ne analysis.

No performance.

Season 1.
Only true moment of peace.

Just three
readers of
different truths

finally permitted
ta gether
without carry

Hard-won silence
rende




1

THE FIRST
STEP UP.

The chamber's
warm light
receding
below them.

2

THE ANTECHAMBER.

Ordinary
basement
cold now.

Mo frost.

Na leaning
walls.

Simply an old
stone room.

3

NINETEEN STEPS
IN REVERSE.
Reika’s gloved
hand finding

the wall again.

Ne vision

arriving this time.
Only the physical
texture of old
stone under

her palm.
4 SORA LOCKS

THE ANCIENT DOOR
THE FIRE DOOR 1 BEHIND THEM i
AT THE TOF. WITH SMOOTH, ; _-‘}Q
Kai's hand WAITING EASE. . E,_:‘

on the push-bar.

The fluorescent
light of the
modern corridor
visible in a thin
bright line.

Achingly ordinary

after everything
below.




AMBER.

_ : 3 SOLND.
=1 8 gl T

T E

UGz

MORI!
TENDO!
 MINABE!

FLUORESCENT.

THE ORCINARY—
AS VIOLENT AS
ANY SUPERNATURAL
INTRUSION.



SHOE CHANGE TIME

ui:al

COMPLETE




EPISODE 12
SEASON ONE
CLOSING SEQUENCE

2

DRAW IT BY AN IMPULSE
SHE I} NOT EXAMINE
TOO CLOSELY AFTER
EVERYTHING THE DAY
HAS HELD.

) | 3 A E,
A g i : i = ’ E 3 INTO VISIBILITY
PRIOR READINGS, R \ \ 4 - .

BEEN BLANK.

THE WAR WAS NEVER ONLY THEIRS. IT WAS ONLY JUST BEGINNING TO INLLUDE THEM.
THE PERFECTIONIST ARMOR OF REIKA TENDO FRACTURES AS THE INHERITED GUILT OF HER FAMILY'S
PAST MATERIALIZES BEFORE HER—AND SOMETHING ANCIENT AND THEATRICAL WATCHES FROM BEYOND THE GLASS.




