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THERE IS A THEY CALL HIM BOODLE. .._

PLACE BETWEEN ( / =
|

E IS SOME CALL HIM A LEGEND. !
' OTHERS CALL HIM A TIREAT. DETECTIyg

ALL CALL HIM'. BOODLE

A CITY THAT LEANS

WHERE IT SHOULD G PRWATE Weesnigaron NI
NOT, AND RISES THE CITY’S MOST wauries -
WHERE IT CANNOT. FEARED INVESTIGATOR. |§ Welcowes
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DIGNITY.
THAT'S

HOW WE DO |
DANGER.

THE CLOCK
ONLY TICKS
WHEN BOODLE
ISN'T LOOKING.



BOODLE & GRIP

INVESTIGATIONS

— SPECIAL CASES —

A SYMBOL OF ORDER.
TRADITION. UNITY.

WITHOUT IT,
WE DESCEND INTO

CHAQS. CONFUSION.

ANARCHY.

SO, DETECTIVE...
DO YOU TRULY
UNDERSTAND

THE SERIOUSNESS

OF THE MATTER?

I

DETECTIVE BOODLE, I
TRUST YOU UNDERSTAND
THE GRAVITY OF THIS.

THE MIPNIGHT BELL.

OLD AS THE BUILDING ITSELF.
POLISHED EVERY MORNING
BY MY OFFICE.

RUNG ONCE EACH MIDNIGHT—
AUDIBLE TO EVERY TENANT,
REGARDLESS OF FLOCR.

VANISHED.
WITHOUT A TRACE.

I HOPE YOU'LL ACCEPT
THESE COURTESY BISCUITS
AS A TOKEN OF MY
APPRECIATION.

I UNDERSTAND
PERFECTLY.



| II y "1.[ _"_‘ --«_.1_‘.-__1-; b llsgtl‘:ﬂ‘l : H*%;e B 'Y\‘ I} rﬁ Ay | ||' l j- | I' | i ?.. b "' / I.| \- 'J'[ | |
i e A TR I S s Y
= — THE — & [l 73 NEN R & | 1 TR e,
e | | & r?"‘“ ‘ T ‘h ‘ % :I‘:% "!I H W .-"Iul | :’i’- 4 ﬂ&-\ ;.
,/\*‘m;\.‘:x SRl Fr | * ':’l*"?-?;,f;ié ; 2

TR REAMER P AN e Y
2 ResT JS e

GI AND HOTEL

g o S -
T =™

4 le

2
e

WHERE REALITY CHECKS OUT,
BUT IJ‘REM-'IS NEVER LEAVE,

- "
B u TRISHEN Lo =
I §-r—rean g
=y
3
e
—
M,
s
e

it

T
- i} = . 3 - 1 —— ——— e
; L [ 2 - I - 5 z - e .if- _WIH.;_
AN IMPOSSIBLE CRIME = = ‘L B N ———
i’ 3 i = =~ . y .r' 2
IN AN IMPOSSIBLE PLACE. A ﬁk . s = !ﬁl qﬁ}ﬂu
o — ‘f;" "E = "—'I?--r__m’-‘i f == iy

GRIP WILL PRESERVE
Bl THE SCENE.

EVERY DETAIL
MATTERS.
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52 BoopLe _f|

THE CULPRIT A f 7 AND THIS
WAS CLOSE. = [/ ; ; = TINY CRUMB

VERY CLOSE. Ut y AN : | YOU LICKED
WTHN.. OE BT o) P s MR THE EVIDENCE?!

TINY HOP!

,
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RELAX, GRIP! iy A = 3
THAT WAS A — | I A : 1. CIRCULAR GREASE MARK
FORENSIC TEST. B8PV, NN TN\ (e

2, SHORT STRAND
OF DARK THREAD
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IN PREAMS, EVEN THE SMALLEST THINGS
LEAVE THEIR MARK. "

GRIP WILL FIND THE TRLUTH.

EVEN IF BOODLE EATS IT FIRST. 70 BE CONTINLUED... %




CASE FILE 0421-BOODLE

THE MIDNIGHT LOBBY
IMPOSSIBLE INCIDENT

+ LOCKED DOOR

* NO FOOTSTEPS

* SILENCED BELL

* ELEVATOR ESCAPE
+ BEFORE MIDNIGHT

Culprit remains
at large.

ALLOW ME
TO RECONSTRUCT
THE CRIME WITH ABSOLUTE
DRAMATIC CONFIDENCE!

OBSERVE!

THE DOOR WAS
LOCKED.
YET THEY ENTERED.

11:52 PM
1 4

THEY CROSSED
THE LOBBY WITHOUT
TOUCHING THE FLOOR.

THEY ESCAPED
THROUGH THE ELEVATOR |
BEFORE MIDNIGHT.

THEY SILENCED
THE BELL WITHOUT

TIME RAN BACKWARD,
FLOORS THAT DON'T EXIST.
PHYSICS BENT.

REALITY COMPLIED.

WAIT.
N THE FOOTPRINT
IS SMALLER
THAN BOODLE'S
OWN PAW.

BECAUSE ONLY

A CULPRIT OF
TREMENDOUS SKILL,

RESOLVE, AND—

DARE I SAY—

MALEVOLENCE...

EXACTLY, GRIP!

AND THAT
MAKES THEM
EVEN MORE
DANGEROUS!

...COULD PULL OFF

THE IMPOSSIBLE
SO EFFORTLESSLY!

UNTIL NEXT TIME, THE TRUTH REMAINS... WELL, FLEXIBLE.

...HOW DCES
THAT LOGIC
EVEN WORK? 4

THEREFORE

My CONCLUSION
REMAINS
UNCHANGED!
THE CULPRIT 15

T1Li r“iT[
GE!

1)
Uy



MIND |F 1

THE ELEVATOR...

MOVED BY ITSELF...
DURING THE NIGHT.

IT STOPPED...
AT FLOOR TWO...

THEN FLOOR

THEN THE
ATTIC...

AND THEN... JB
SOMEWHERE...

ABOVE THE
LIGHTHOUSE.

TAKE A LOOK?

WELL THAT
WAS QUITE THE
JOURNEY.

TRULY
ENLIGHTENING.

-

o

THERE WAS...
LAST NIGHT.

THERE IS
NOWHERE
ABOVE THE
LIGHTHOUSE.

iy, "



SECOND FLOOR KITCHEN
3:17 A.M.
IN A DREAM

LOCK #1
« 2# IRON LATCH

f
LOCK #2
-~ 4 BRAsS BOLT
5o | 2 Y < -
Nt T
L e I
= 8 2 Jik 1 LOCK #3
o L e 7| 7 & COPPER SEAL

SOMEONE ENTERED

THIS KITCHEN DURING AR i ?J‘fﬁ“f;’;?é‘.}
THE NIGHT. N ;

PREPARED.
THEY ATE EXACTLY
ONE BITE FROM
EVERY ITEM ON
THE COOLING TRAY.

AS YOU CAN SEE, %
THE BELL-SHAPED
PASTRY BEARS AN
INDENTATION THAT
MATCHES THE

MIsSING BELL'S . {.:.'.. R
EXACT PROFILE. o \K?n

N

ATTEMPTS
TO QUESTION
THE WITNESS.

THE SAME
PATTERN. _ _ Y $”
IDENTICAL. Ry . @ ) ¥ e 1 SEE YOU

NO HESITATION. . - - ; iy NOTICING,
NO PREFERENCE. ; o . A GRIP.
JUST... =5 A E . ' '
ONE BITE.

" THIS PATTERN IS
PROFESSIONALLY
SIGNIFICANT.

I WILL NEED TO
DOCUMENT IT
CAREFULLY.

EVERY CRUMB.
EVERY DETAIL. J .
EVERY BITE. 4V ' 5 o [ > = al!
/ \ hor : A CASE FILE: THE VANISHING BELL ﬁ,

\
| STATUS: DREAM UNDER INVESTIGATION 4%

£ T— i e




LEADS FROM THE | THE PATCH.. - =
DREAM KITCHEN 1*1 I TTI:M I;';gg:éTMLS - o A
INTO THE e 1T :

DUMBWAITER . —= ||

CORRIDOR. :

DRAG MARKS

=

WHOEVER DID
THIS HAS BEEN
IMPERSONATING
ME.

YO! 1T HEARD

THERE WAS A

MYSTERY AND
A PASTRY!

.' -~ . - ; _.-.". \ , , -- i/ i 5 L. i - 4 : v : "'{i _ x ~ COULPN’T
veR carci | S T X _ "L | g\ MisS THAT!

A BREAK...

SKITCH: 1
GRIP: O
BOODLE: STILL
PLUMP & DEDUCTING.




\/

FOURTH FLOOR:
WORKSHOP CORRIDOR

WHY DIDN'T !
YOU STOP =
THEM?

I SAW OUR SUSPECT
ON THE FOURTH FLOOR.
I WATCHED THEM CARRY

A ROUND BRASS OBJECT [

POWN THE HALL.

A SIGN!
FROM THE

B PNEUMATIC S

SPIRIT!

DEFINITELY
HUMMI'NG

FINGER!

2 FoLLow!




"Grip’s Dream Workshop

EVERYTHING IN ITS PLACE.

A SINGLE PART
- B MISSING IN AN
G : OCEAN OF ORDER.

L Y A —
PULLEY BeLy f{' :

tas dem/ 215 THAT BELL IS PRECISELY

THE SIZE AND WEIGHT .
: _ Al TO FIT TEMPORARILY INSIDE
* SPECIFICATIONS el Cole o THE TEST PULLEY HOUSING.
LOAD CAPACTTY | 120kg | ; o
TEST WEIGHT | 100kg

I l .\_\

PULLEY BELL :a 6.4 cm.-" 215¢ g = kS
HOUSINGID | @6, 5cm e - >
TOLERANGE | +0.05em | . (@8

' I~

[ MAINTENANCE LOG TER\ /e
LAST CHECK: 3 DAYS AGO ¢ !
NEXT CHECK: 4 DAYS FROM NI:I\'LJ

WHICH MEANS SOMEONE
TOOK IT FOR A REASON.

WHAT'S
THIS?

SPRING-LOADED
MEASURING TAPE
MODEL: FLX-3000

AN ASSASSINATION : /

| DEMAND JUSTICE!

IT'S A
MEASURING TAPE.

SAYS YOU,
CONSPIRATOR.

VICTIM: BOODLE
WITNESS: TAPE
WEAPON: UNKNOWN

IN ORDER, WE DREAM. IN CHAOS, WE LEARN.



THE CASE OF
THE ESCAPING

BISCUIT

PART7 |

.'. THE PORTRAITS
il KEEP WATCHING.

8 THE LANDING
KEEPS
8 REPEATING.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
FINALLY FINDS US.

| _“’w gm

...ARE YoU Sy | i THE BISCUIT WAS
SERIOUS? \ ATTEMFTING ESCAPE.

I PREVENTED
A CRIME,



.ANOTHER
NIGHT. ANOTHER
MYSTER‘."
= TR

A SHADOW...
A CASE!
I'MON IT.

A DETECTIVE / CASE CLGSED"’

TAKES PRIDE @

% 5 + IN ALL FINDS!

+ —2 NES OFFICIAL
— LID OF
== JUSTICE!

v

OUTRUNS |

NOBODY \ : /
B

THE CHASE =
IS ON!

ANOTHER NIGHT, : .
®
ANOTHER ROOFTOP. e |—J i

T |
f - ANOTHER R
- ADVENTURE. —t L L
! . 2 bl — > ok e
- B e .l
A i : . \,:, m' i b
& i 4

ﬁ f THAT'S THE REAL

MYSTERY—AND THE
BEST KIND.




" DREAM-CAST TOWN
PAST MIDNIGHT

INTERROGATION ROOM 38
ONE WINDOW, NO MERCY.

fOU EXPECT US TO BELIEVE

OU JUST WANDERED AROUND
TOWN ALL NIGHT WITH A POT LID
AND A SANDWICH, FIRONG THINGS

MOTIVE?
OPPORTUNITY?
SNACK?

UNSCHEDULED D
REPAIRS (Mo wesk) (e
« Clack Tower Pulay /

. Dream-Duct Vert (3rd Floor)
« Neon Sign - Snoate Hatel (Fllcker)
+ Loose Chimney Brick = Main St.
= S(Luﬂ'llj Floorboard - Library
+ \nlater Prip - Maryr's Offfice 5
 Loorse Handnsll = Overiooks ‘Bn. 9
~Vending Machine ':}anu:whj 2
 |Loose Bufletin Baard - Towm Hol
« Sireetiamp 8 @ﬂlﬁﬂa\

YOU LisT
EVERYTHING.

EVEN THE
SMALL THINGS.

THAT TAKES
A CERTAIN KIND OF
PERSON.

YOU REALLY
BELIEVE IN HIM,
DON'T YOU?

I WAS ONLY CARRYING
A POT LID, SOME CLOTHS,
A BROKEN PULLEY, THREE KEYS,
AND A MIPNIGHT SANPWICH.

...AND MAYBE REPAIRING
SEVERAL THINGS NOBODY
HAD SCHEDULED TIME FOR.

I.. JUST CAN'T STAND
SEEING THINGS FALL APART
IF T CAN HELP IT.

NO ONE'S GOT
TIME ANYMORE.

CLOTHS
(CLEAN & DRY..ISH)

C .
. f

BROKEN
PULLEY

o i w‘q‘v
i ] - aci
- 7
= //(‘ i
= o F'{ . H-""‘"n T
_ NN —
THREE KEYS \‘___i' 4 MIDNIGHT e eT
(NO ONE MISSES < -~ SANDWICH VENT (3RD FLOOR)
THE THIRD ONE) (IMPORTANT) s .

IDONT DO IT
FOR THANKS.

I JUST... LIKE
THIS TOWN.

EVEN WHEN T
FORGETS TO TAKE [
CARE OF [TSELF.

JUST DONG
MY SHIFT.

QUIET SHIFT.

I'VE SEEN THE CLOCK TOWER
PULLEY. HE DIDN'T HAVE TO
Fix THAT. NOBODY WOULD'VE
KNOWN FOR WEEKS.

NOT GUILTY.

...BUT YOU'RE
ON PROBATION.

AND NEXT TIME,
MAKE IT A BETTER
SANDWICH.

SOME HeRoES

DON'T WEAR capes

SOME WeaAR :

TooL BELTS Anp
WORK IN THE paic
S0 OTHERS cay
DREAM N THE UGHT



i

ANOTHER CRUMB. f|
} ANOTHER sTeP. 4

EVERY
CRUMB LOCATION FROM THIS ANGLE...
OVERLAID.

LOBBY TO KITCHEN, IT LOOKS LIKE
KITCHEN TO DUMBWAITER, | A RABBIT.
TO WORKSHOP, TO ATTIC,

TO ROOF. THIS HAS TO BE

A SIGNATURE.
A CLEAR PATH.

THE CULPRIT
IS CLOSER THAN
WE THINK.

...OF COURSE.

.
RIGHT UNDER MY 8
[ L e OWN DESK. - B ! ARE PERSONAL.
LOCATION: SOME CULPRITS
ARE PLAYFUL.
BENEATH . '
' G ’ _ AND SOME

BOODLE'S A LEAVE THE TRUTH

DESK. ' B RIGHT IN FRONT
= OF You.

N CRUMB TRAIL @

CASE FILE: RABBIT RUN
CONTINUED



2. ROPE FIBER J
IN THE BISCUIT DRAWER. [ .

— — rjgﬁ? -
= 3

1. BRASS POLISH [
ON THE CARPET. Eii RN ) LITTLE SHINE |}
: j B FOR THE FLOOR!

: - 3 WHO? ME?

4. FLOUR DusT | Ty
IN THE HAT. . S  On! JusT
\, 5 o BAKING

A =¥ AN = I DON'T EVEN TAKE =
- . THE ELEVATOR! e 4 Vo EXPERIMENTS!
W ¥ -y -' " i pi
N/ - h::.z/
- |
%ﬁf&g

5. WORKSHOP SCREW § o
" THAT? PROBABLY
BENEATH THE DESK. - 3 - FET.i OFF A CHAIR!

THIS PLACE IS OLD!



THERE!
THE MIDNIGHT BELL—
IT’5 GETTING

L

THE CASE REMAINS UNSOLVED.
THE DREAM DEEPENS.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES."

DREAMS DON'T
PLAY BY THE




