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" CHAPTER 7:
._,CRUMBS & CONTRADICTION%
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BENEATH THE BUILDING,
THE DREAM NETWORK
STIRS.

I'LL
CATCH YoOu,
MIDNIGHT

ALMOST
TOO
BEAUTIFUL

TO EAT...
Q

THIS WAY.
TRACK
FORKS IN
THREE

" fy v " U
E . o =
L ‘| THE MIDNIGHT BELL. .

2§ 7. 4 | ROLLS AHEAD, RINGING SOFTLY
g 9 WHENEVER IT STRIKES A JOINT | »
r IN THE TRACK.

WHOA...
GIANT
DREAM

BISCUIT...

V)

BOODLE.
FOCUS.

THE BELL
DOESN'T
WAIT.

LEFT
LEADS TO
REGRET.
RIGHT TO
FANTASY.
MIDDLE...

SOMETHING
WORSE.

T LET'S
BN JUST FOLLOW
THE BELL.



WELCOME TO *SIGH® ALL ITEMS

THE DREAM DISTRICT . (et 000 comm

EVENTUALLY PASS 1| - .
WHERE LOST THINGS = =~ = " %Sﬂ:ﬂ' THROUGH HERE. &N Sl » recomo or
FIND THEIR WAY... EVENTUALLY. il 7 cocre ke B . y
i :-.. : " T[.— RECEIPTS, DREAMS... 1
L i T o = IF IT'5 LOST,

IT SHOWS UP. NOT OFFICIALLY.
IF IT WAS NEVER
LOST, JusT...
IN TRANSIT...

THEN WE DON'T
LOG IT.

THAT'S OUTSIDE
OUR JURISDICTION.

" IF YOU DON'T
REMEMBER IT,
WE PROBABLY.

b HAVEIT. 4

BOODLE. . = . “ THE GREAT
: N ECT SNACK PILE

(NO ONE CLAIMS THESE)

FOCUS. WHOA.

WE'RE HERE VIR 4
FOR A BELL. N ,
; - ! B SNACKS!

BELLS PON'T
HIDE IN SNACKS.

UNLESS THEY'RE
PESSERT BELLS.



THE ) 4 i
BELL'S ENTIRE ’é o | - MECHANICAL TRACKING BOARD

JOURNEY... =
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EVERY STEP S
MATCHES. hat /]
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1. LOBBY DESK | | 2. wmehen | T 3. DUMBWAITER 4. LAUNCHED UPWARD 5. WORKSHOP MACHINERY (-
; : : [l oz
Ui L
J ANG
/B 2 i ¢
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6. ATTIC 7. ROOF "=, 8. VENTILATION _ | 9. DETECTIVE BOODLE'S OFFICE

@

@?‘ﬁw’ % T .

AND THIS—
THIS IS THE
CRIMINAL!

THIS...
THIS PROVES
EVERYTHING.

THE BELL HAS SPOKEN,
THE TRAIL IS COMPLETE
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IN THE DREAM CITY,

EVERY SHADOW
HAS QUESTIONS.

1. COAT RACK
WHERE WERE YOU Y DID YOU SEE
AT 7:12 PM? N Wi ANYTHING
AND WHAT WERE ~ aN SUSPICIOUS?
YOU WEARING? \ '

L s BE r r
MOP, YOU'RE TWO OF YOU.
SOAKED IN : e
cqh;TLPtRl:r;‘r. i S T NO CONTRADICTIONS.
SPILL IT. N : UNDERSTOCD?

YOU LOOK B ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT! Y B DREAM JUSTICE:
INNOCENT. n ! ALL CLEAR! : . MOSTLY THEATER.
'S EX - 7 YOU'RE ALL . i ALWAYS HILARIOUS.
THAT'S EXACTLY - SR (o . 3
WHY | HAVE Az 2
DOUBTS.

TOMORROW'S CASE:
THE VANISHING
LEFT SOCK.

SAME BUN.
SAME DREAM.
NEW LIES.

BOODLE’ = SKiTCH- &



| THE BASEMENT
DREAM CAFE

OPEN ALL NIGHT

COFFEE. PIE. SOUP.
AND ONE MYSTERY.

THE BELL.
IT HAS TO
¥ BE UNDER x
THAT DOME. }
THAT'S WHY
IT'S THE ONLY &&=
THING THEY
WON'T
NAME.

...THAT HIT
THE SPOT.
8 CASE CLOSED. §



ECHOES &
ELIXIRS

CASE FILE #27:
THE CHIMES OF CHAQS

OH, BOODLE...
I'LL GLADLY CLEAR |

THINGS UP.

PICK YOUR
POISON.

THE BELLS REPRESENT Y

OPPRESSION! THEIR
RINGING MINDS THE
PEOPLE TO OBEY!

I SEEK FREEDOM
THROUGH SILENCE!

THE DOCKS
CLOSE AT TEN.
THE MAYOR WAS
OUT OF TOWN.
THE LIBRARY WAS
UNDERWATER.

THE MAF |15
UPSIDE DOWN.

THE BELL BANDIT
HATES BELLS.

YOU CAN'T—

STOP, SKITCH!

FOR THE SAKE OF
JUSTICE!

...AND ALSO
BECAUSE YOU SAID
YOU WANTED
TO BE CHASED!

SKITCH HAS
KNOWN TOO MUCH
THIS WHOLE

I WAS ON THE
WEST DOCK AT
MIDNIGHT.

ASK ORIC.

I WAS IN THE
ARCHIVES WITH
ELDER NIBS.
WE STUDIED
BELL HISTORIES.

I WAS HAVING
TEA WITH THE
MAYOR.

WE DISCUSSED
CIVIC HARMONY,

..OR IT DOES
UNTIL YOU THINK
ABOUT IT FOR
TWO SECONDS.

THAT MAKES
PERFECT

CONTRADICTION
IS THE HEART
OF MYSTERY,
DEAR WOLF.

CATCH ME
IF YOU CAN,
DETECTIVE! |

MORAL: WHEN IN DOUBT, CHOOSE CHAOS.

SKITCH!
YOU'VE BEEN
HIDING THE
TRUTH THIS
WHOLE TIME!
I KNEW YOU
i) WERE -
4 SUSPICIOUS! §

FINE. I RUNG
THE BELL., 4
I'M THE BELL
BANDIT.

HAPPY NOW?

AH! OF COURSE!
THE SECOND
ALIBI IS THE
TRUE ONE!

TulS e
rné Wb

BesT cask (@

EVER!

BEHOLD! A MAP
TO THE HIDDEN
BELL VAULT OF
SILENCE PEAK.

WAIT! THAT'S
NOT EVEN AN
ALIBI!

n WORTH EVERY §
SECOND!

...EVEN THE
CONTRADICTIONS!

~ UNSOLVED CASE!
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. DUMBWAITER
SERVICE SHAFT

. Level 7-17

THE CHASE
DESCENDS.
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ANOTHER
CLEAN SWITCH.

LIKE s
B CLOCKWORK. J
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THE DREAM
ATTIC ARCHIVE

gy Fiscs
] T,

HAS BEEN FORGOTTEM...
STORED UNTIL
IT's NEEDED AGAIN. b

THEATRF

|
1 EVERYTHING THAT
|

Rl

OH, I
KNOW THIS
DPREAM.

THE STOLEN
BELL...

THE LONG-EARED .
THIEF...

THIS DREAM
ISN'T RANDOM,

DREAM BORROWED N :
ITS ENTIRE MYSTERY = LT | 3 THE ONE WHO
FROM THIS VERY BUILT THE DREAM.

SCRIPT?
THE OME

WHO NEEDED A
MYSTERY...

...TO HIDE
SOMETHING
ELSE.




‘ THE CASE OF THE

MISSING BELL

CHAPTER 7: REEL 5US

THE LOBBY. RAIN. A RADIO VOICE.

...another
quiet night in
Echovale...

'..—_._-,-.J‘. x ® e
AEEEM RERIREE D i B

MIDNIGHT SNACKS.j THE BELL.
S T e =
v

T
TN

. | —
NO! NO, NO, NO! THIS PROJECTOR
THIS ISN'T RIGHT! - 1S BIASED!

SOMETHING'S THEFT_:‘(L{NDENMBLE.._) j

5= - | I DEMAND A
BEEN ALTERED! RECOUNT!

s

I WOULD NEVER—

I WOULD NEVER
PUT THE BELL

UNDER MY COAT! /8

X THAT IS HIGHLY
IS THAT S - | ' UNFLATTERING!
B FRAME?! - gk - | REFUSE TO
| BELIEVE I—

TAKE THAT
out! TAKE IT
OUT RIGHT
Now!

' s -
L THE GRAIN DOES \ ; CAN WE GET
SLANTED! IT HAS AN N SUGGEST MINOR iy A COPY OF
AGENDA AGAINST ME! S SPLICING... gl
=L THIS FOOTAGE?

THIS ISN'T EVIDENCE- YRR - <2 AW US| Tty T WANNA
THIS IS CHARACTER |8 e 7 / 'S DOWNLOAD IT.

ASSASSINATION! FOR REASONS.

-..BUT THE
BEHAVIOR IS
CONSISTENT.

MEMORIES DON'T LIE. gg CAMERAS DO. TO BE CONTINUED...



50... WHAT
HAPPENED AFTER
I PICKED UP
THE BELL?

IDIDN'T
TAKE IT.

THERE ARE
SO MANY OTHER
POSSIBILITIES.

IDIDITIN
MY SLEEP!

d .. ANDISTILL
TOOK THE

THEY ALL
WANTED ME
TO LOOK
GuILTY!

AND I STILL
TOOK THE

THE TRUTH IS NEVER THAT SIMPLE!

¥
4. THE HYPNOTIC BRASS! [§

__nj-‘ﬁ J '_

IT MADE A
LITTLE SOUND...

..l GUESS 1
DID TAKE IT.

MY DOUBLE
TOOK IT TO
FRAME ME!

TODK THE
BELL.

MY REFLECTION
REACHED
THROUGH!

..AND T STILL
TOOK THE
BELL.

THE BELL
HYPNOTIZED

@ . ANDISTILL
TOOK THE

THE BELL
STOLE ITSELF!
I SWEAR!

TOOK THE
BELL.

IT'S OKAY,
BOODLE.

THE TRUTH
ALWAYS RINGS
EVENTUALLY. )),—é
[ 4




THE TRUE EVENTS 1. BOODLE WAS ASLEEP 2. THE SMELL OF COOLING
] ‘ IN THE LOBBY... PASTRIES WOKE HIM.
The Night of the ‘ — 5

|

|

[

Mystery Sounds :
...Radfo Detective
... Mysteries...

CASE FILE: #27-B |

SUBJECT: | A ...tonight's case...
BOODLE e \
SPECIES - = |
RABBIT-LIKE | @ |

(UNCONEIRMED)

After reviewing all
evidence, this is what
really happened.

A simple case of ‘
a very good boy. |

3. HALF-ASLEEP, HE WANDERED | | 4. IN THE DIM LIGHT, @8 | 5. 1T TASTED | .
INTO THE LOBBY., ! THE BRASS BELL LOOKEDfp &1 ' | EVEN BETTER, |
wl 4 ** | LIKE A GIANT CARAMEL /€5

6. THE BELL RANG 7. HE DROPPED IT INTO THE 8. HIS FUMBLING 9. THE BELL TRAVELED THﬁOUGH
IN PROTEST! ’ DUMBWAITER. ACTIVATED THE LIFT. THE ENT[RE BUILDING

i g T! ROOFTOP
4 | WIND CHIMES
| GUEST ROOMS
\B - | BANGS & KNOCKS
= ’ STAIRWELLS
s = ECHOING THUMPS
—_— e
= ( _ KITCHEN
: ’._ POTS & PANS
. BASEMENT
: : RUMBLES
10. ...CREATING EVERY MYSTERIOUS SOUND FROM THE CASE.
"
7 ! Kl W= ! il 4 - TrER.’ '
CLANG] ¢ K'%ocK A WHEEZE | S
= ol = 5t L - ~ K“—--H,‘i‘.‘\:_ - ¥ _ - |
11. BOODLE FOLLOWED IT, o 12. FINALLY, HE CARRIED 13. HE FELL ASLEEP... - ke
SAMPLE-TASTING ALONG " IT BACK TO THE LOBBY STILL HOLDING IT " A ‘
B

SO... THE CULPRIT CASE CLOSED.

WASN'T A GHOST,
OR A THIEF, OR A
SECRET PASSAGE...

VERDICT:
ACCUSED OF CUTENESS.

SENTENCE:
ALL THE TREATS.

JUST BOODLE.
JUST BEING BOODLE.



SOLVED
THE CASE.

Wait. You're iy
saying you did
everything?

You're the Y
reason this
whole mess

happened!

NO CRIMINAL
IS BEYOND
JUSTICE.

| WILL FACE
THE CONSEQUENCES |F
OF MY ACTIONS. S5

THE EVIDENCE IS IRREFUTABLE.

@ MOTIVE: A deep, buried |

craving for... donuts.

W/ MEANS: Access, mgenmty

and suspiciously tiny tools. J

& OPPORTUNITY: | was [ |

alone every time.

f'g_/ BEHAVIOR: Elaborate
cover-up and dramatic
self-investigation.

| HEREBY
PLACE MYSELF
UNDER ARREST.

| RESERVE THE RIGHT
TO A FAIR TRIAL, A SNACK,
AND A NAP. /

Enough
about
feelings.

NO DETAIL
WAS OVERLOOKED.

THE TRUTH
POINTS TO ONLY
ONE CONCLUSION.

NOT GONNA
LIE, THAT WAS
PRETTY EPIC.
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MIDNIGHT
BELL

CASE CLOSED.
DREAMS PROTECTED.
— ANOTHER MYSTERY

SOLVED BY BOODLE
AND FRIENDS.

CULPRIT ENTER
A LOCKED
LOBBY?

BRILLIANT
AS EVER,
BOODLE.

AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
NIBBS, OUR NIGHT CUSTODIAN!
YOUR QUICK THINKING KEPT THE
REAL DUMBWAITER MECHANISM
SAFE AND SOUND.

THE DREAM LOBBY
15 SAFE BECAUSE
WE LOOK OUT FOR
EACH OTHER.

e P 11 e BN o R

THE MIDNIGHT BELL RETURNS I' i
TO THE GRAND DREAM LOBBY. [l

1..! B

1774 WELCOME HOME,
MIDNIGHT BELL

EXCELLENT
QUESTION,
COUNCILOR!

ALLOW ME!

IT WASN'T
NOTHING.
IT wWas
EVERYTHING.

ANOTHER MYSTERY SOLVED. |
ANOTHER NIGHT PROTECTED.

TOGETHER.

THAT IS THE DREAM LOBBY WAY.

THE CULPRIT
DIDN'T ENTER
THE LOBBY...

LET'S HEAR IT FOR

OUR DREAM TEAM!

AND OLR UNSUNG
HERCES!



THE GRAND PREAM . s
LOBBY CLOCK APPROACHES | : BOOPDLE...

MIDPNIGHT.
WILL YOU RING

THE MIDNIGHT BELL?

...AND RING
THE HOUR TRUE.

=\ THE DUTY...

AN




B-BOODLE...

THAT TRAY IS
BENT. THE ROPE
IS DESTROYED.
AND THIS BILL IS
NOT FRACTIONAL.

PAYABLE To WRENWICK
BY END OF Dy,

THE BELL... WAIT... 1DID | 20> 1 cRMeS
THE CRUMBS... ALL THAT? A | il
THE ROPE... s B

THE TRAY...

SUSPECT _ ADDING A
PORTRAIT: f e [ MOUSTACHE
W= FOR DISCRETION.




