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TWO OUTCASTS.
ONE LINE.

] RENN & SLOANE ' i
ZERD ROOM
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AT DAWN, THE TETHER
GLOWS AND THE CITY
BEGINS TS SWING.

A SHANTYTOWN CITY
4 | suspenpeD BY A MILE-LONG
TETHER. BUILT ON A RUSTED
| ANCHOR THAT SWINGS ABOVE
| THE ENDLESS SEA OF CLOUDS.

RUSTY'S
REPAIR SHOP!
PATCHES, PARTS,

PROMISES! |




RIVET-HOUNDS!
CLOSING FAST!

. " : o g L5/ T HATE FALLING.
"'|{’/H'E WON’ i XS ‘ : N <=5 _ RS 5T 1ONT
W\ maxe ! A\, =/ 3 . PRI\ HIND CLIMBING,
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IMPLILSIVE.
RESOURCEFUL.
UNSTOPPABLE.




SCRAP-PENDULUM
LOWER SCAFFOLDING
COMMERCE PASSAGES
DEPTH: 210m - 380m

... MY -~ ~ 1| roorTop percH
JACKPOT. e || vANTAGE POINT

Vo
o

ANCHORITE
VANGLARD.

e

DOWN HERE.

UNGUARDED.




VANGLARD SHIP
"DAUNTLESS"™

STATUS: CRITICAL
CREW: UNKNOWN

NOT MUCH LEFT
THAT ISN'T

OBJECTIVE: NAILED DOWN.
SALVAGE ANYTHING

THAT ISN'T MAILED
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STRUCTURAL
INTEGRITY:
COMPROMISED.

| HULL BREACHES:
SEVEM AND
COUNTING.

LIFE SIGNS...
DETECTED.

[
s

| ancroriTE
CADET.
SLOANE.

STATUS: o
| UNRESPONSIVE?




AH, CAPTAIN
DHEART.

STEP AWAY

Pl NO NEED TO
EEOM L}g SEHERE. POINT THAT

AT ME.

I'M JUST
APPRECIATING THE
ARCHITECTURE.

BEAUTIFLL,
ISN'T IT?

I'VE GOT
NOTHING TO

HE WAS BORM IN
| EHADS, | Was
RAISED BY ORDER.

THAT'S ALL HE J,‘aﬁ
EVER DOES. <

| e
AND NOW WE
BOTH STAND IN | * =
| THE WRECKAGE. B L
7 5.
- R 1
I WON'T 4 - T \\
GAMBLE MINE, q \?
o f J
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IT IS A VALLT. k. "
vy
N'T GAMBLE \ .
; HONOR OF THE
VANGUARD ON YOUR =
CLRIOSITY. -
- 5HE STANDS FOR
. q ‘ EVERYTHING 2
i < gt BUILT.
3 v e —— HE MOVES FOR | e
¥ 1 sHouLD % EVERYTHING |
HATE HIM. | | THAT can'T BE 2%
CONTAINED, HE'S THE ONE
| SHOULD: = WHD STILL
T MAKES ME
" | TRUST NO -
: OME LESS. 3 4 THINK TWICE.
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LORD-WARDEN

VALERIUS

ANCHORITE VANGUARD

~3

HIS DESCENT I5 NOT FOR
WAR. IT IS FOR JUDGMENT.
HIS PRESENCE I3 NOT FOR
COMFQRT. IT IS FOR ORDER.

HIS FIRST STEP

IS THE LAST
WARNING.

HE DOES NOT
HURRY.
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WITHIN THE WRECK. | A 3 Wl
A TETHER HUMS. el
\n =4
A PROMISE. i B
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."If LET us
SEE WHAT IT =

EYS.
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LGRD-W‘ARDEN_ ] |
VALERIUS |l

ANCHORITE VANGUARD

THE INSTANT |
OF CONTACT—

"....THE LINE il
RESPONDS |
TO AUTHORITY."

-=IT TURNS
TO ICE.

N 3 :I-._ \. !
N\, A Coniel

% | THE TETHER

ol
METAL N 5
SHATTERS. K2 ,
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THE WRECK b £
SCREAMS. | %

RENN DIVES.
SURVIVAL

OVER PRIDE.
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e -! THE TANGLE.

FORGETS TO
BEHAVE.

|

RUSTED
SWING-CLIPPER.
VEKTOR CLASS.
CREW: SMALL.

THEY'RE ON |
@l THE DECK!




STOLEN SWING-CLIPPER,
 UNRIEGISTERED,
L ALTITUDE: INCALCULABLE.

STATUS: EVERY HEARTBEAT.
COLNTS. i

WERE
NOT oUT oF |
\ REACH YET. |
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LINFAMILIAR
MACHINES, - b
NG MANUAL. -,
ALL INSTINCT. .

TENSION-GAUNTLET: W ' : u Y AncHORITE

ARMED. = CADET.

COME ON,
oLD GIRL—
WHAT DO YOU

ROLE:
LUNMOVING.

ALL Now, == oo 14 WANT FROM
i 7 ME?! MIND:
SEVEN STEPS
\.r

LY

S

VALY
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PISTANCE
15 GROWING. : L

LORG-WARDEN \
VALERILIS, . ; e \
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WIND-
SHIFTING.
BANKING

o IN THREE... "=
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4§ CHAPTER 7
-~ WHEN

THE STARS

=

OBSERVATORY,
SEVENTH STATION
"CELESTIA"

NO... NO... K RS ¢ b Lo | || el s
NOT THE LN 2 Franie (138 TSy ML LA : Just
HEMISPHERE [ g % B e / D " | PASSING
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R=-RENN! =i 7l : € ; b
SLOANE! AN & A ; g ] : o

g THE SEISMOGRAPH!
~| 1= GRABBED IT—
g WITHOUT THINKING!

TICK. =7
TI.‘CK' LY h‘.' {
TICK.

THIS ISN'T
| ABOUT ME.
F

TICK. 4
TICK.

EVERY SHIFT.
EVERY RUMBLE.

WITHOUT IT,
WE'RE BLIND.

WE'RE

DEAD. y
AN WE CAN 3
S UNDERSTAND. WE CAN
NS 4 WE CAN s s e
| S e = : -r-. S

INTELLECT,
COURAGE.
COMPASSION.

THAT'S HOW WE SURVIVE.




THE PATTERN--

TS CASCADING.

THIS I5...




THE OBSERVATORY
“TWICIGHT WATCH"

THE SHACK IS
BARELY HOLDPING.

THE SPIRE BARELY
HOLPS IT.

BUT coPA
POESN'T CARE.

THIS HEIGHT.
THIS WIND.
THIS VIEW.
IT'S PERFECT.

50 MANY ISLANDS.
50 MANY STORIES
WAITING.

50 MANY WAYS
TO CAUSE A LITTLE

A STRAY
CLIRRENT...
AND FAMILIAR
FOOTSTEPS.

..BUT I SAVED
YOU A VIEW.



The stolen vessel
has vanished bevond
the reach of our
- finding.

Let it be known:
we do not chase
shadows.

iy

We build.
We endure.

We wait.

—~

The Anchorite
Vanguard does not

act in haste. We act in

finality.

The horizon
remams.

Empty.
As it should be.

And far below... £

...a single Weft-line
unravels.
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End of Episode.




