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CALIPER RUINS

OUTER SPAN / FORGOTTEN SECTOR

A TITANIC REMNANT,
CAST HORIZONTAL
LIKE A TUNING FORK
AGRINST THE SKY.

OLDER THAN MAPS.
L=

OLDER THAN MEMORY.

SWING-CLIPPER

< TOWARD THE C

(L p

5 SOME PLACES
. DON'T WANT
TO BE FOUND.

GLIDE LOW.
STAY QUIET, |
DON'T WAKE |~
THE PAST.

THAT THING...
HOW DOES
SOMETHING

THAT BIG
EVEN STAY
up?

GRAVITY
AN

WORLD
\TH.
OR OLDER,

BIOLUMINESCENT
VINES.

PULSE: SLOW.
PATTERN: UNENOWN.

.

BEAUTIFUL. |
UNNERVING.

g,
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SENSOR READINGS
ARE ALL OVER
THE PLACE.

IT'S LIKE THE RUIN
DOESN'T BELONG
TO THIS GRID.

EITHER WAY,
WE FIND OUT
WHAT'S INSIDE.




BIX DOUBLE-CHECKS
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AGAIN. LsE S p \ a * j X LINES
: _. L B A e SECLRE.

DESCENT

SEQUENCE

INITIATED.

RENN DOESN'T
THINE.
HE JUST GOES.

o
TENSION-GAUNTLET: ||
SPOOL ENGAGED. || ':-
il
GRAVITY? &
QOVERRATED. \
SLOANE STUDIES Fai

THE IMPOSSIBLE
HORIZON.

A

TREES THAT GROW
SIDEWAYS.

ROOTS THAT DEFY
REASON.

" | OPERATION: HORIZONTAL DESCENT

% | oeuscrive: rooT-seep pxTRACTION | 7h
’ STATUS: IN PROGRESS




THRESHOLD OF ECHOES.

THAT THI
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SECTOR 7-19
OUTER RIM SALVAGE BELT

O MAN'S LAND.
KO LAW.
JUST DEAT.
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HORIZON
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THIS IS
FRIVATE CLAIM.
WE DONT OWE
YOU ANYTHING.
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OH, I'M
WELL AWARE.

THAT'S WHY

LLECT.

I HOPE I'M
NOT INTERRUFPTING
SOMETHING
IMPORTANT.

HORIZON RECOVERY
HOLDS A LIEMN ON ALL
LNREGISTERER ASSETS

AND IMPROVEMENTS A

WITHIN THIS SECTOR. .

PAYMENT IS DUE.
BY SUNSET.
IN FULL.

I FIND THAT
MOST PEOPLE
PREFER TO AVOIR
o COMPLICATIONS,

DONT MAKE ME
COME BACK.




I SLOANE'S KEART [5
CALM, HER HAND ,
| MOVES CALMLY. -
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THAT'S ALL. |
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‘ THEY COUNTED
ON STRENGTH.

THEY FORGOT ; ; o 3 RENN
- | : ; Ll  LLNIE | TENSION-GALINTLET
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GRAVITY'S
A TEAMMATE,
NOT A FOE.

| SLOANE
ANCHORITE VANGUARD
DISCIPLINE, PRECISION.
LETHAL IN MOTION.
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INTELLECTLIA
FEARLESS

PH LLY

TIMID. BUT
ESSENTIAL.

EAH...
WE DID IT.

ENGINES
POWERING LIP.
RETREATING.




CHAPTER 198: INTO THE CALIIPER

CALIPER RUINS

— DAWN —

Corroded gears.
Ancicnt pistons,
All swallowed by
something thar

t quite alive.

RYTHING
TILTED.

OR
IS A WALL.




THE DEEF LATTICE
- LEVEL 47 -
THE MYCOFORGE
PASSAGE

TENSION-GAUNTLET
MODEL: TG-07 "SPINEL"
MAX LOAD: 400KG
CURRENT TENSION: 320KG

ONE SLIP
AND IT'S
ALL OVER.




THE ANCHOR,
MAGNITUIDE

BEYOND ANY
CALCULATION,

EXQUISITE,
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THE INNER CHAMBER,

STATUS: DORMANT. .

ANCHOR MECHANISM.

OR SOMETHING
OLDER.
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THE WEFT IS
CONVERGING—

NG, RESPONDING.

IT KNOWS
WE'RE HERE,

SOMETHING OLD.
SOMETHING PATIENT.

SOMETHING WAITING.

FOR WHAT?
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WHATEVER
IT 15—

IT HAS BEEN HERE
LONGER THAN TIME |
REMEMBERS,




SOMETHING

THIS ISN'T
NATURAL...

Fi NT THE
PHASE SHIFT..
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THE CHAMBER OF SARM-EL
DEFTH: UNKNOWN
STATUS: SEALED FOR MILLENNIA




GOT IT, BIX!
KEEP 'EM
TALKING!
R-RENN, VECTOR
SHIFT! 3-2-71
VERTICAL DROF
INCOMING!
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SLOANE A
ANCHORITE VANGUARD
REMAINS

TENSION-LINES
HOLDING!

BUT SHE'S
FIGHTING
BACK HARD!

CHAMBER
RESONANCE
SPIKING!

YOU'VE 60T
ONE SHOT!

THAT'S THE
ANCHOR-KNOT!

JUST A LITTLE
FARTHER—!




THE SMARL'S
CORE.

THE ANCHOR=KNOT,
IF I CAN UNWEAVE
THIS... EVERYTHING
UNRAVELS.

YOU'RE B | TENSION-GALNTLET:
3 H'b'-lﬁ-‘E SPOOL ENGAGED.

THE SMARL'S |
TENSION...

s
REALLY
WORKING.




THE ANCHOR
I5 SILENT...

...BUT NOT

THE TANGLE
HOLDS BY THREAPS
50 THIN THEY

SHOULDN'T EXIST.

ONE WRONG
PULL... AND
EVERYTHING

| COMES APART.
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WEFTFALL* < g

BiX's INSTRUMENT
HUMS AS IT DRAWS
ON WHAT LITTLE

REMAINS.

LET'S SEE
WHAT YOU'RE
HIPING.

- SOUTHWEFT -

IT'S WORSE
THAN WE
IMAGINED.

THE WEFT-LINES

ML s ARE FRACTURING
BDUNDARIESL..r'. LR ACROSS THE

Tl i i ENTIRE TANGLE.
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b - NOT JUST
Jales : / RAVELING—

—UNRAVELING.

THERE'S NO
SIMPLE FIX.

AND NONE
OF THEM ARE
GOOP ONES.

WE
CHOOSE.

THEN WE
ANCHOR.

END OF EPISODE i-



