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O = ASCENT OF THE WEFT <«

INSIDE THE BASTI

I RIEINNEN SL OANE. ONE ARTIFACT THREE WAY STANDOFF.
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THE AURELIAN HEIGHTS

CAPITAL OF THE CELESTIALS.
EIGHTY THOLUSAND FEET
ABCOVE THE EARTH.

WHERE WEALTH ASCENDS,
AND THE PUREST RLULE
UNTIL THE WORLP

FADES BELOW.

WE COME
MNOT AS FOOLS,

KEEP YOUR EYES
POWN. ANSWER
ONLY 'WHAT TREY

ASE,

WERE
ROTHING,

ICENTIFY YOUR
SHIF AND' DECLARE

LIES A WORLE NOT
BUILT FOR MEN
LIKE us.

BUT THAT'S
EXACTLY WHY
WE'RE HERE.

GRAM SHEF,
VERY WELL. 2

IN A REALM
OF LIGHT,
WE CARRY

THEY PON'T
SEE THEM.




VANGUARD- ——
ORBITAL COMMAND- =+ -
 SECURITY GATE // PERIMETER ZETA =~

SLOANE.

AGE: 16

VANGUARD CADET
(RANK WITHHELD)
CLEARANCE: FORGED

7 /N SEARCH PROTOCOL?
BYPASS FLAG ALERT

( TREASON PROTOCOL

DISGUISED ATTENDANT|
(NON-REGISTERED)

EQUIPMENT:
TEHSION-GALNTLET
SPOOL (MODIFIED)




% WHITEPQINT VANGUARD ACADEMY
RECRUITMENT WING - LEVEL &

DON'T LOOK.

NOTHING TO
SEE HERE.

KEEP YOUR
GRIN BURIED,
RENM.

SOLID-WATER
LAKE.

BEAUTIFUL.
IMPOSSIBLE.
LETHAL.

TENSION-GALINTLET
SPOOL.

DENTED.
STICKERED.
UNREGISTERED,

PERFECT.

BREATHE.

MATCH PACE.

DON'T DRAW
ATTENTION.

VANGUARD CADET.
RANK STRIPPED.

THREAD BARELY
HOLDS.

STAY SHARP.
STAY STILL.

ONE LOOK.

ONE SLIP.
THAT'S ALL.
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HIDDEN IN PLAIN CARGO.
THE WINDJAMMER
“ORPHELS™

BIX.
FOURTEEM.

FORTRESS KESTREL,
TENSION-GRID FEED
(UNSTABLE)

THREE MORE
SAMPLES...
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EVERY TICK
COUNTS.
EVERY LINE
“ HOLDS.




BELOW THE SEVENTH RING,
BEYOND THE ARCHIVAL SILENCE,
LIES THE VANGUARD'S OLDEST
CONTAINMENT MALILT.

SLOANE CAN UNLOCK IT.
IF SHE'S STILL WORTHY.

FORTRESS
MELIX

DEPTE: 7812m

RANK STRIPPED.
CADENCE REMAINS.

SLOANE OF HOUSI
VBNGLARD CADET, Div
CLEARANCE REVOKED,
TRUST... PENDING.

SPOOL ARMED
LINE TENSION: STANDEY.

| THIS IS REALLY
HAPPEMING.

RENM Pl
AGE: 16 " { THREAT INDEX:
ROLE: cLiMaer / |8 UNKNOWN.

TENSION HANDLER ?




[ THE PINNACLE
VAULT.

| DEPTH: 1.6 KM
CLEARANCE: ORACLE

| S

A TR
OF STAR-BR

WE'RE THE ONL!
TWO PEOPLE STANDING
IN FRONT OF IT.




| —FHE WEAVER'S——
THIMBLE

VARGUARD YAULT 7
DEPTH: 312 METERS

£ STAR-BRALE
BANDS QOTATING
OUT Of PAse

RED WARMNG
STOAES
ACTIVE

COVER THE
ENTRANCE!

il

MAG-LOCK
SHAMS
PHRUFTEDR

i& I'M'ﬂo ous.-r

8 DIEMLACEMINT
SPIRING

SLOANE
AGE: 16



SILAS. \

Vault Diver,
Pressure-Rated |
N 1o 7.000m. ./

_

A wp‘RNlNE
VAULT INTEGRITY

FAILURE 1HMTNENT

T-MINUS 02:17

| RENN
Sixteen.

| Wired for tension,
Too quick to panic.
Won't live long

\ enough to regretit. |
'
. - -
=
!
TENSION-GAUNTLET
MODEL: RESTREL-T
AN OVERRIDE
SPOOL ENGAGED
CABLE LOAD:
BAK AND RISING
SILAS
| Former Voult Diver
Cut from the Manifest
‘\\ for Cause.
4 Lest known words
1 three years ago—
“The weight
remembers.”
e
=
. ,:
N ! ’
Sixteen, hie & L
WVanguard Cadet, L . .
Stripped of rank | \ . i 4
| for reasons ke : g L _.-' ] Ll
=| that remain 4 S v Wl
| g b ? A
unspoken, ! ' / //’ . L .
Smiles anyway. | ,’ r 4 w -
That's worse. > ¢ » A
i t y ab L] \ |
— - . v 5 \
Fo &hls.'"l
- F i L ‘ " 7.
' b “ -
5 i : e
SUPPORT CABLE 4B L 5 I =~ ¢ ’,_/’ "/ N
PRIMARY LOAD-BEARING : . “m_\‘ f 7 - & -
| TENSION CRITICAL . . : \ .' ::.;, = .
FAILURE WILL CASCADE : . A i i . :_4 {\\\ 4 "l*kf Then we'll
. i - 7 = A \) i v;;'-- — \‘ - 7 see what FE"S- "_
; ; 5 b= - X '.
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VAULT CHAMBER
SECURE. SEALED. CLASS IV.
ALARM PROTOCOL: CRIMSON

INTRUDER: IDENTIFIED:
SLOANE.

VANGUARD CADET.
RANK STRIPPED.

STATUS: UNREPENTANT.

T T

1} ~
B AN g i

RESPONSE:
LORD-WARDEN
VALERIUS.

VANGUARD ANCHORITE. |

EXECUTIVE AUTHORLTY. |

SLOANE.

AGE: SIXTEEN.
GREY EYES.

ND INSIGNIA.

ALL DEBT REMAINS.

I DIDN'T
COME HERE
TO BEG.

A\
ka.g!’:: P

DISTANCE:
FORTY-SEVEN METERS.
THREAT LEVEL:
ABSOLUTE.

OUTCOME
INEVITABLE.




I'VE
GOT THIS. LORD-WARDEN
VALERIUS
KEEPER OF THE
WANGUARD VAULT

YOL WANT
¥OU TAKE ME

SILAS
GRAVITY DIVER
TRATOR
LINE-CUTTER

SUCH PRETTY %
% THREADS, )

£ sucH wasTEFLL =

e GF >
L S WEIGHTS. .—'-‘&
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,;’J EVERY LINE )
;: HAS TS E
i BREAKING 1. ] |
L POINT. 2
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RANK L
{ THere. Y

STRIPPED. ;

i
MNAME
RETAINED.

@ -h"!_ ¥
{ THATONE'S
J Loose. f




SLOANE.
Vi CADET.

B THE TETHER
' QBEYS THE

D! ’7
2 \\




THE VAULT wWaS

NEVER MEANT TO | -
FALL THIS waY.

FMERCY 1S A
SUPPORT CABLE. 4

GRAVITY IS
UNRAVELING. |

FI CUT WHAT
SHOULD MEVER
BE RELIED ON.

AND SILAS
JUST SEVERED
-| THE LAST LINE
= | HOLDING MERCY |
IN PLACE,

THE AIR
DOESN'T JUST

HIS HANDS
WON'T STOP
SHAKING.

A : s : : 2 ! ; ; P HE'S ALREADY
S : a4 s N 3 " A El FALLING.
RENN . i Q’. # = # CaElF - 1 b i " 3 e 4 A .. i q T T "
FI'VE GOT || '!‘xi; ! 2 ; . - »

A LINE!a

SLOANE | 280/

| FHOLD THE
ANGLE!2

=

IF THERE'S
GROUND—

f | THE WHOLE
I'LL MAKE CHAMBER 15
MY OWN. = TILTING—

3
DISCIPLINE WON'T
OUTWEIGH THIS.

THERE 15 NO
UP ANYMORE.

/| rGRAVITY 1S

A PRIVILEGE.s |

FTODAY, I "
WITHDRAW IT.2 J
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VANGUARD CADET
SLOANE

AGE: 16

WANBUARS LORE-WARDEN
VALERIUS
AGE: 40w
UINDERTOW EMGIZER
SILAS

AGE: 3O

TanoN WEAVER

RENN

] WANOUARD CADET.

DATHEQUKD,

TWIO DATHS.

TWO BREAKS. & HA.

ONE LINE A i LOOK AT YOU. 5
L w, FUTILE LITTLE &
L LINES. P

= T'LLCUT THE |
L Cmee TSELE. ¢

- P ] '

e VALERIUS

ExSCUTOR OF THE
VARGUAAD PRINCIFLES,

T s i

i
,r___. =

AUTHORITY

] ranx removes.
NOT HER LIMIT. ) RUPTURE.
r REND. e
, REWRITE. - i - g
4 ——— =
. THAT'S ALl f /“'P
cae IT TAKES., 4 '
-

UNDERTOW EMGINEER. o

GEAVITY DIvER,
REALITY SHEARER,

HOLDING On,
BARELY,

RENN

TENSION WEAVER,
THAEARS THE IMPOSSIELE,
SCARED, STILL SMILING,

THAT'S THE POINT.

‘? | i—

WE DON'T WIK.
WE HOLD,

TOGETHER.

THAT'S
EHOUGH.




RENMN.
SIXTEENM.

NOT THE

CHOSEN.

NOT THE
STRONGEST.

8 THE ONLY

i ONE STUPID

ENOUGH TO

f| PUNCH BACK.

weaver's IR
THIMBLE, ’

THREE BANDS
OF STAR-BRASS,
THREE PROMISES.
ONE IMPOSSIBLE

THREAD.

TENSICN-
GAUNTLET
SPOOL.

DENTED.
SCRATCHED.
MINE.

SNAPS TIGHT
LIKE A HEARTBEAT
UMDER A FALLING

SKY.

IDRIDN'T
ME&AN TO.
I JUST=—

BUT THE
WEFT
DOESN'T

ASK.
IT ANSWERS.

A BLINDING
THREAD.

BORM WHITE.
HARD AS
TRUTH.

CUTS LIES.
CLUTS STOME.

CUTS THE END
IN HALF.

LIKE I
DECIDED
THE SKY
WouLp

WAIT,

‘ NOT A HERO.
NOT YET.

JUST...
THREAD.

AND
STUBBORM.




Mo
VAULT OF CHORIS-T : a; -
23:41 LOCAL .

RENN SET THE TENSIONM.
SLOANE HELD THE ANGLE.

GRAVITY DID THE REST.

i 3 3 -
o ({ -
M know!

L

SHE DOESN'T
CELEBRATE.

SOMEONE WILL
CALL IT HERQIC.

SHE'LL CALL IT
INEFFICIENT,

SHE CALCULATES.

= | -% '
LORD-WARDEN VALERIUS e AN
SEES THE SAME SKY. b .
THE VAULT IS |
i oy COMPROMISED. | % .
HE JUST COUNTS p 4 THE EQUATION | ¢
DIFFERENT OUTCOMES. «‘3 REMAINS. [t

%

|
: THIS WAS NEVER
’ ‘ THE ENDGAME.
¢ _-b' ! TR IT WAS THE
" ol T T TRIGGER.
Y
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