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ANT TO FAl




BRIAR-REEF
THIRTEEH HEARTBEATS AGO.

e

THE GRAVITY SPIKE MIT
BEFORE THE WARNING.

ZERD TO CRUSH IN
ONE TMPOSSIBLE BREATH,

EVERY IMPACT
SENDS SHOCK THROUGH
THE WHOLE REEF.

L

THE REEFS BREAK

| UFWARD AND DOWM.

ﬁ)"‘_(."-. e
'7 EEE IS RO
UFP ANYMORE,

DOWN IS A
PLACE THAT
MEVER EMDS,

AND WE'RE
FUNHING OUT OF
THIMGS LEFT TO
HOLD ON TO.




STILLNESS
ISNT ESCAPE.

WE HAVE TO
MOVE, NOW!

YOU PON'T
GETIT!

THIS THING /5

FALLING APART! B

WE'RE AL
 GONNA—







DISCIPLINE.
PRECISION.
PURPOSE.

TETHER-
LINES
SECURE.
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CORAL CANOPY
SHATTERING
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, i W N,
A b A
B/ @ ' R

4 sl v ¥

| —

\a“'



THEY WANT
OBEDIENCE.

Tl HAVE
AKE IT.

AREN'T EITHER. o / 1 USED TO
NOT TO THEM. 7




VANGUARD ; N il -1 B~ 1 -
f|  TACTICAL MANUAL, S| e ' i CADET
|| section 7, arTICLE 12: o /T - e ! = p & | BRE s £ 1 SLOANE!

MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE. | 8. § _ _ T SN S b £ Vi e
VICTORY FOLLOWS N S g A i . B . % iy i b o b FORMATION
ORDER.” 3 et/ Ml ) AT ONCE! |

THEY DRILL IT
INTO US UNTIL
WE BREATHE IT.

ORDER
ISN'T STRENGTH.

ADAPTATION IS.

THEY TEACH
Us How TO

FOLLOW, ONE RHYTHM.

ONE OPENING.

ST e NO ONE J
vt TEACHES YOU THAT’S ALL.
WHEN TO

BREAK.

THE INSTANT
ORDER FAILS-




CHAPTER 7
FATHOMS BELOW,
COURSE UNKNOWN'

BEARING
ZERO—THREE—TWFf
CLOSING FAST!

ALL HANDS!
BRACE FOR
IMPACT!

BiX
FOURTEEN.
NAVIGATOR ADEPT.
ALWAYS COUNTS
THE TICKS.

TWENTY
SECONDS!

STEER NOW

OR WE DON'T

SURVIVE THE
PROP!



A VANGUARD
CADET DOES NOT
FLINCH.

A VANGUARD
CADET ADAPTS.

A VANGUARD
CADET SURVIVES.

PLUMB-ANCHOR
PATTERN: HOLLOW DAWN
MASS: 3,812 LBS
VELOCITY; 83 KNOTS ;
IMPACT 20NE: CORAL PLATFORM
BREACH PEPTH: 6.4 METERS




SLOANE.
SIXTEEN.

THE REEF FALLS
THE ORDER RETREATS.
SLOANE REMAINS.




The Briar-Reef
is falling.

Defented troopers,
Broken anchors.
Ko alticode.

Mo mercy.

Just graviky,
and whatewer waits
at the batton

of this storm,




WEAVER'S
THIMBLE.

THREE-BAND
STAR-BRASS.
NO LATCH.
NO MERCY.

RENN—
DON'T!

YOU CAN'T
MEAN TO—!

NOT CUTTING
THE LOAD.

AN AT A S7°TILT I'M GIVING
f P TR AND CLIMBING! IT A PATH.

IF fOU CUT
THE LOAD—

Oor
TRUST ME.

1T CARES
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| Renn. [\ o R . & /" Plumb-Anchors. |
| Sixteen, \ i “(E.Ai":, . / Seven,
| Professional _ Y ot All going down.

problem Bk W All the way.
| maker.

Tado.nj's plan;
Dive headfirst into

o : a Fnlling reef.

K

T — = |
| f —
Scared;
‘ Yeah.

s o
Worth it? b g
W o Reef's
Always. ﬂ}_“’_ - collapsing.
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£ The old ways /
|| don't ancher

here.

"'I;-r' =
[ =0 Time to
weave o new

Tension-Gauntlet
spooled.

Pm-j it holds.

—

Weaver's
Thimble— F¥
onlire.

. Thread.
y -&_.' Tension.
[ Tie it

' | together.

Let there
be a damn
thread to
f amjthins_

3 N

WEAVE.
mume AN SURVIVE.

with me. |




GRAVITY
ISN'T LAW.

:] WEAYER'S THIMBLE. IT'S YARN.

AND T'LL
PAMM WELL

THRE WES.

‘ THHEE BANDS,
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BLEED
THE WORLD
HOLD.

pt'

#°RENN. SIXTEEN.
F TENSION-WEAVER.
UNLICENSED.

UNSTOPPABLE.

BREATHE
| AFTER.

LET THEM CALL
IT RECKLESS,
LET THEM CALL
IT LUCK,

THREE

PLUMB=-ANCHORS. I CaLl T

KEEPING THE
SKY FROM
FALLING.

EACH WEIGHS MORE
THAN A MOUNTAIN.

ALL OF THEM

FALLING. 7
IT HURTS, |

ALL OF THEM

CALGHT. IT ALWAYS F
HURTS, |

BY A BOY,

BUT TERROR'S
JUST PREGSURE
IN THE RIGHT

1 DIRECTION,

I AM NOT ALONE.
THREAD BY THREAD. HEART BY HEART. T and THE NET.



THE BRIAR-REEF
WAS FALLING.

THEN

~THE GRAVITY-THREAD
SNAPPED INTO PLACE,

AND EVERYTHING
STOOD STILL,

RENN

AGE: 16

CLIMBER /¢ TETHERHAND
TENSIOM-GAUNTLET MICI
STATUS: UNCONSCIOUS

sl EVERY THREAD, | %
PLLLED TIGHT, |3

THE TENSION
RELEASED:




VANGUARD // DREADNOUGHT ALETHEIA
EPISODE: ECHOES OF THE TETHER
— FINAL PAGE

¥ He was
the drift,

Between them—
em{y the fafl.
=

SLOANE
VANGUARD CADET
AGE: 16
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hold the fine. |
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! Heart said

i Jump.

LORD-WARDEN VALERIUS

VANGUARD SUPREME COMMAND
DREADMOUGHT ALETHELA



