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RENN. *
SOME DOORS

SHOULDN'T
BE CLOSED.

|




THE VANGUARD
CEREMONIAL PLAZA.

TRADITION.
DISCIPLINE.
CORDER.

ALL THAT
STANDS BETWEEN
US AND THE

LIKE THEY'RE
WAITING F
CLE.

ONE EYE TO
THE & ’ .

O ARN. TS i : Y- STEADFAST

REMEMBER IT o

VORLENE.

ICE.
SHARP EYE.

SHARFER
ECTATIONS.

WE'RE HERE
BECAUSE THEY

TODAY, WE
CELEBRATE
UNITY,

TOMORROW...
WE PREPARE
FOR WAR.

| HiGH MarsHAL [
| CAELAN VORL.

OF THE

HONOR MADE
MAMIFEST,




orgive.

1ot forget.

S
Sixteen years old.

she es
something else.

But no one ever
taught her to
betray herself.

permit its cadets
to choose their
own path.

Let them rem
this momer

stopped b

what they made her.



VANGUARD
FOUNDATION DAY,

A CEREMONY OF HONOR.
A LIE DRAPED IN SILK
AND TRADITION.

THE OUTLAW i A\ T O IN LAW. IN FAITH,
/ W i 3 e il | IN NECESSITY.

BARGAIN IS
NOT JusT! { 1 N . i P
3 - o ‘_‘ BUT AT ITS CORE—

IT IS STILL THE

THE MEDICAL
BARGAIN 1S
NOT MERCY!

THEY ARE
CHAINS—
AND WE
ARE NOT
THINGS TO BE
TRADED!

" NOT AS THEIR
WEAPON.

MOT AS THEIR
SACRIFICE.

BUT A5
MYSELF.

AND T WILL
NOT BE
BOUGHT.

I WOULD
RATHER STAND

...THAN KNEEL
AMONG THIEVES
i IN GOLD.




HOUSE SLOANE s | ’ e
HAS SERVED THIS CITY T " SO LETIT BE
FOR GENERATIONS. | _. ] i a \ KNOWN—

y = V ¢ / : THE TENSION-CRAFT
WE BUILT ITS BRIDGES. / AT " | REBELLION IS NOT

WE HELD ITS WALLS., 7

WE GAVE OUR BLOOD

TO KEEP THE PEACE.

AND YET, STILL, / g LA o ARY AND IT WILL BE

SOME FORGET THEIR (I S ‘ Pl » i 8| ANSWERED.

WE WILL
ROOT IT OUT.

SHE FIGHTS
50 WE CAN STAND,

B
DS sTAND.

—r—

&

==

BUT THIS 1S
HER MOMENT.

NOT MINE. S

HOUSE SLOANE
WILL NOT BE CHALLENGED.

NOT BY TRAITORS,

NOT BY THIEVES.
AND NOT BY
TENSION-CRAFT
POGS.
5
4 '
X

I'LL HOLD
THE LINE.

SHE'S CLAIMING
WHAT'S HERS.

I'LL HOLD FOR HER.
UNTIL I CAN PULL BACK.



LAPIES AND GENTLEMEN
OF THE VANGUARD...

I REGRET TO INFORM YOU
THAT OUR SITUATION IS FAR
MORE DIRE THAN ANY OF US

WISHED TO BELIEVE.

DESIGNED TO WITHSTAND
PULL... 5

7 THE SECDND)' = THE ZENITH WAS
i EXTERMAL THREATS.

IT IS ALREADY
UPON LS.

IS NOT AN EXTERNAL
THREAT.

IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL
FORCE. IT WARPS
REALITY ITSELF.

" OUR CALCLLATIONS... Y
WE WERE WRONG,

BREACHES ARE
THE STABILIZING i ; APPEARING—NOT JUST
HARMONICS CAN NO ; ; I AT THE PERIMETER,
LONGER COMPENSATE. i BUT WITHIN.

WE NEED A SOLUTION,

AND WE NEED IT

OR THE ZENITH—
OUR HOME, OLR PEOPLE—
WILL BE LOST TO THE
PULL FOREVER.

= COMPOSLIRE...

S TO SEE HIM LIKE =
THIS.. THIS IS~ 3
= LUNPRECEDENTED. 3




ALERIA VESTER
HOUSE VESTER
FIRST SPEAR
OF THE VANGUARD

SHE DOES
NOT RAISE |
| HER VOICE.

SHE DOES NOT
NEED TO.

HER SILENCE IS DISCIPLINE.
=3 " oy His BREAKING 1S FAILURE.

T
]

| " 45 Y
BUT HER EYES—
THEY FLICK TO

SLOANE.

—THERE IS
SOMETHING
BETWEEN

BURIED
HURT.

THE HALL
MURNS,

THE VANGUARD
DOES NOT
TOLERATE

CHAIRS SCRAPE. |§
GLASSES STALL.
VOICES RISE.

ESPECIALLY
NOT FROM

ONCE SHATTERED,
IT CAM ONLY BE
RECLAIMED IN BLOOD.




YOU SERVED
WITH DISTINCTION.
YOUR PATH NEED NCT
END IN DISGRACE.

RETLURN TO
THE VANGLUARD.
ACCEPT MY PROTECTION.
[ WILL SEE TO YOUR
REINSTATEMENT.

I DON'T
NEED YOUR
PROTECTION.

You po
NOT NEED.

BUT YOU .
WOULD BE WISE % e : .
TO ACCEPT. . I;Egﬁg
CRUELTY

THE WORLD IS
NOT AS FORGIVING
THAN LIVE
AS I AM. : p ; BY YOUR
GRACE.

PRIDE 15
A DANGEROUS BETTER PRIDE

COMPANION,

THAN
ESPECIALLY OBEDIEMCE.
FOR ONE SO

N
VERY WELL. T i, SN A P d
) ‘ . . : 1 AND SHOULD e
) . : i LT PR YOU CHANGE | z
‘ T 1 . _ ¥ P
SHOULD You e § l P, || {] I | L YOUR MIND...
CHANGE YOUR MIND, g - o ke - = ’ - 12 o
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LORD-WARDEN VALERIUS. =% i =8

| ANCHORITE VANGUARD.



4 ; ~ AR
| X Y, CADET SLOANE.
W Q@ 47
: R L0 - W7 =
p: i~ g
T 2y ; ) YOUR RECORD
= “‘Jq s - : IS EXEMPLARY,
l' : : : | DESPITE
b, A . CIRCUMSTANCES.
Nd 7/
LORD-WARDEM
VALERIUS.
ANCHORITE VANGUARD

CITADEL SPIRE

THIRD BALCONY

OVERLDOKING THE LOWER PLAZA

| APPRECIATE
THE OFFER,
LORD-WARDEN.

I WILL NOT
ACCEPT IT.

1 JOINED THE
VANGLARD TO
STAND BETWEEN
MONSTERS AND
THE INNOCENT.

NOT TO DRESS
- IN WHITE AND
; ; Y . ) ’ / GIVE ORDERS

I. 1 £, A i

M‘I:',F:_f‘:_,s" . _ . 7 FROM ABOVE.

WITH RESPECT,
MY LORD...

3 \ y HOW SHE TRULY
| HAVE e = g | g . SEES THE WORLD.

NO INTENTION i P e ik 2 b L8 | \ ;

OF CLIMBING IR NERL Ll e i = : : APTTY:

YET | CANNOT
; - e . : - e SAY | DID NOT
| HAVE work 7 TR S R B S : : : &4 EXPECT AS MLICH.
TO DO WHERE 3
I STAND.




BY ORDER OF THE
VANGUARD COUNCIL,
LET THIS RITE IN HONOR
AND RECOGNITION
BEGUN.

FOR SERVICE
ABOVE SELF.




W MOVE ¢
i ASIPE,

" THIS IS
VANGUARD
BLISINESS.

NOT HERE.
NOT LIKE THIS. &

I SWEAR--
I'LL GET STRONGER.

STRONG ENOUGH
To NEVER
—— BE POWERLESS
AGAIN.




et

RENN.
Sixteen,

One good eye.
One dead arm.
And zero time.

They took
Sloane.

I'm taking §
that back. |

-

Don’t think.
Don't breathe. | ; B = oy, IS,
| Just— & ) DN psber,
f . ' : Closer.




AGE: 16

TENSION-CRAFT CLIMBER

- RIGHT ARM: SCARRED,

NO TENSION,

- RIGHT EYE: BLIND.

- LEFT ARM: TENSION-GAUNTLET
SPOOL SYSTEM.

ETHING.

SOMETIMES IT'S JUST
A REMINDER.




ZENITH PLATES.
VANGUARD
ENFORCEMENT
SECTOR 7.

YOU ARE U
ARREST FOR

YEAH...

{ FIGURED. . .
h i/ ba, s ANY LAST

-l

WORDS, CLIMBER?

YEAH.

| TELL MAE...
I'M SORRY.
/" THE PLATES -
[ DON'T FORGIVE. }'
I'|.I |

THEY ONLY
REMEMBER.

TENSION IS
A GIFT.

BUT MISUSED—
IT BIND
INSTEAD.




VANGUARD HOLDING FACILITY "‘\\
SECTCR 7B 1

...IT REMEMBERS.

TENSION-CRAFT
DOESN'T JUST
BEREAK YOUR
BODY...

SPOOL LOCK

ENGAGED. INMATE:

RENN.

SIKTEEN
YEARS OLD.

TENSION-CRAFT
INJURY.

RIGHT ARM
JAMMED.

RIGHT EYE
GONE.

WELCOME TO
YOUR NEW
TENSION.



CELL 17-B.

STANDARD
DETENTION.

NO WINDOWS.
NO CONTACT.
NO RECORD
OF YOUR
STAY.

THE TENSION-FIELD
HUMS CONSTANT.

A SOFT SHIMMER [
BEHIND THE AIR. 3

KEEPS YoU
STILL.
KEEPS YoU
SMALL.

THEY TOOK
MY RIGHT ARM. THE HIGHER

TOOK MY EYE. \ ) ) o YOU CLIMB...

TOOK MY THE HARDER

YOU FALL.

BUT THEY
DIDN'T TAKE
THE WIND.



